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to sue over slimming pills 


$bs Qf thousands of overweight Ameri- 
JganS are preparing to sue the manufacturers 
' : of two of the most popular slimming pills' 
gtwhqt lawyers are predicting could be the 
«Kgest compensation case since asbestos. 
’T ™e worldwide withdrawal of the drugs 
Bte<lai?nmne and dexfenfluramine l£t 
^jtember after they were linked with heart 
f-gWems has triggered a feeding frenzy 
^ Grms who have been luring 
atettswith the prospect of multi-million 
dollar salts. 

More than 60,000 prescriptions for 
fenfluramine or dexfenfluramine were is- 


sued in 1996 in the UK but there have been 

no reports of patients suffering the heart 
problem side-effects and no arrangements 
have been made by the Department of 
Health for tracing patients who may have 
taken the drugs. As yet, there are no re- 
ports of imminent British legal actions. 

A spokeswoman for Alexander Harris, 
the Manchester solicitors who specialise in 
medical litigation, said: “'We have had a 
couple of inquiries but interest is only just 
beginning. It usually follows what happens 
in the US.” 

An estimated four to six million patients 
in the US have taken the pills and studies 
have suggested more than a milli on could 


be affected. Cases have been filed in 
every US state and a steering group of 
lawyers are meeting early next month to 
co-ordinate them in a m a ss action to be 
beard before a judge in Philadelp hia 

Lanv Bigman- a Philartelphi* kmyw 
member of the steeringgroup, said: “There 
are hundreds of cases filed in the federal 
courts and hundreds and hundreds in the 
state court system. Each could be one per- 
son or 20. A lot of people are saying this could 
be one of the bi gge st mass tort cases [class 
actions] ever to hit the court system.” 

Paul Rbeingold, a New York lawyer said: 
“We have 3,000 cases we are looking into 
and we are filing five or six a day. We don’t 


know bow many will translate into taw suits 
but we have ZOO so f3r. I would guess the 
total for the US will involve 100,000 indi- 
viduals, one of the biggest actions ever.” 

Diet pills became a craze in America 
four years ago. The most popular pre- 
scription was for “fen-phen”, the appetite 
suppressant fenfluramine which was com- 
bined with the s timulan t drug phentennine 
to increase its effectiveness. The US Food 
and Drugs Administration asked the man- 
ufacturers of fenfluramine to withdraw the 
product after studies showed 30 per cent 
of patients taking the combination had ab- 
normal echocardiograms, indicating heart 
defects. The fen-phen combination never 


caught on in the UK prior to the withdrawal 
of fenfluramine. 

Some patients have been found to 
have damaged heart valves and pulmonary 
hypertension -increased resistance to the 
flow of blood in the lungs. The New Eng- 
land Journal of Medicine reported last Au- 
gust the case of a 29-year-old woman who 
died after faking the combination for only 
23 days. She was five-feet five-inches tall 
and weighed 13 -and-a-half stone. 

Mr Rheingold said: “If you are talking 
pulmonary hypertension or valve replace- 
ment, those are million dollar cases. Oth- 
ers could have a claim for psychological 
damage Rut many may have been unaware 


anything was wrong until they had an 
echocardiogram.” 

Fenfluramine, which is thought to the 
cause of the problems, was introduced in 
the Sixties and has been taken by millions 
of people. Dexfenfluramine, which is half 
the molecule of fenfluramine, has also been 
withdrawn. It was developed to retain the 
appetite suppressant properties but with 
fewer side effects of dry mouth, dizziness 
and digestive problems. Phentennine re- 
mains on the market. 

Experts are puzzled why it has taken so 
long for the danger to emerge. One pos- 
sibility is that it may only apply to the com- 
bination treatment. 
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§inn Fein ban 
fails to please 
ither side 


straint on the governments. 

Describing the current sit- 
uation as a crisis and “a huge 
setback” for the peace process, 
Mr Adams declared: “The de- 
cision is disgraceful. The 
proctss by which it was reached 
lacks any notion of natural 
justice. Sinn Fein is out, but 
Sinn Fein is not down.” 

He said there was palpable 
anger in nationalist areas, and 
added: “I appeal to everyone 
to channel their anger and 
frustration at today’s decision 
into calm and disciplined 
protest” 

There have already been 
signs of an increased security 
force presence around some 
nationalist areas in anticipation 
of possible protests and street 
disturbances. 

By contrast, the Ulster 
Unionist leader, David Trimble, 
said the decision marked a 
new low in the process. He 
added: “The credibility of the 
Government is being squan- 
dered and if it has any honour 
left it must feel veiy soiled to- 
day ” 

Just as Sinn Fein are being 
sent off the field, the Ulster 
Democratic party is to be 
allowed back on from next 
Monday, following a period of 
suspension imposed after three 
killings by its paramilitary 
associates, the Ulster Defence 
Association. 

The UDP negotiator David 
Adams said: “We would be se- 
riously concerned at the fact 
that the governments have 
seen fit not only to specify a 
date for Sinn Fein, which they 
failed to do for us, but also that 
that date means that in fact 
Sinn Fein’s time out of the 
process is far less than ours. 

“This would seem to indi- 
cate that the two governments 
seem to value some lives more 
than others, and is a clear in- 
dication of double standards for 
republicans and loyalists.” 


SINN FEIN was barred yes- 
terday from the Irish multi- 
party talks for the next two 
weeks. The long-awaited move 
drew protests from both 
Unionists and republicans - 
Unionists because they want- 
led permanent exclusion, and 
republicans because they want- 
ed no expulsion at all. 

The British and Irish gov- 
ernments, in excluding Sinn 
Fein until 9 March, seemed at 
the same time concerned to act 
as leniently as possible. It has 
bgra clear for some time that 
Stan Fein would be penalised 
following two receni IRA 
killings, but London and Dublin 
have given the impression that 
the measure would be taken 
with reluctance. 

Both governments bad con- 
cluded that Sinn Fein had to go, 
but both want to have them 
back in to participate in nego- 
tiations as the talks approach 
their May deadline. The Irish 
foreign minister, David 
Andrews, paid tribute to Sinn 
Fein’s “valuable contribution” 
to the talks. 

iThe Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary, Mo Mowlam, said con- 
tact with Sinn Fein would be 
maintain ed during its absence. 
She added: “There is little time 
left now until May. Both gov- 
ernments are determined to 
work with the parties in the 
coming six weeks. We want as 
many parties as possible, 
including Sinn Fein, to have 
their. opportunity to 
contribute.” 

The decision was con- 
demned by Sinn Fein's presi- 
dent, Gerry- Adams, who said 
he was seeking urgent meetings 
with Tony Blair and the 
Taoiseach, Bertie Ahem- Sinn 
Fein has abandoned its at- 
tempt in the Dublin High 
Court to obtain a legal re- 



‘My sacred duty’: Annan flies into 
Baghdad in final bid to head off war 


By Andrew Marshall 


KOFI ANNAN flew into Bagh- 
dad yesterday in a last-ditch ef- 
fort to bead off a war with Iraq. 
The UN Secretary-General 
said he had a “sacred dnty“ to 
try to defuse Iraq’s stand-off 
with the United Nations. 

His task is far from simple: 
he must persuade Iraq to give 
UN weapons inspectors enough 
freedom to satisfy the US and 
the UN, something the UN has 
foiled to do so far. The US and 
Britain will be on their guard 
for any effort to prolong die 
diplomatic proceedings mere- 
ly in order to bead off air 
strikes. 

Mr Annan was met at Bagh- 
dad's Saddam International 
Airport by Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Tariq Aziz and Foreign 


Minister Mohammed Saeed 
al-Sabaf. “I - hdpe I will leave 
Baghdad with a package that 
will be acceptable to all ... Tm 
reasonably optimistic that we 
will find a peaceful solution.” 
Annan told reporters. Aziz 
added: “Iraq wants a balanced 
*nd fair solution — that pre- 
serves the sovereignty, dignity 
and national security of Iraq as 
well as the implementation of 
UN. resolutions." 

Mr Annan will begin talks 
with Mr Aziz this morning; an 
appointment with Saddam 
Hussein will be arranged if 
this goes wefl. Mr Annan has 
said he expects to spend no 
more than two days in Baghdad 
before returning to New York. 

President B31 Clinton pur 
the onus for an end to the dis- 
pute firmly cm Saddam yester- 


day in a televised message to 4 
Arab nations. He said Vfesh- 
ington had “no quarrel with die 
Iraqi people, who are heirs to 
a proud civilisation and who 
have differed for so many years 
under Saddam's rule.” He 
added: “If force proves neces- 
sary to resolve this crisis, we will 
do everything we can to prevent 
innocent people from getting 
hurt Bui make no mistake 
about it, Saddam must bear full 
responsibility for every casual- 
ty that results." 

As Mr Annan flew in. the 
United Nations approved a 
new plan that would allow Iraq 
to double the amount of oil it 
can sell on world markets to buy 
food and medicine. The Secu- 
rity Council agreed to increase 
from $2.1bo to S5.2bn the 
amount of oil Iraq can sell every 


six months, though Iraq says it 
cannot produce (his amount 

The timing of the vote was 
clearly meant as a boost to the 
Secretary-General’s prospects 
when he meets Saddam Hus- 
sein. ‘This is an excellent out- 
come today,” Sir John Weston, 
Britain's UN representative 
said. “It's a very good decision 
to be announcing at [this] 
point” 

But the background to the 
visit is not encouraging. The US 
and Britain have assembled a 
massive fleet in the Gulf, and 
anger at their presence is grow- 
ing. Protests erupted yesterday 
in Amman in Jordan, where at 
least one protester was killed 
and Thrkish police dashed with 
hundreds of Islamists demon- 
strating after Friday prayers in 
central ist-.nbul. 
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Top jockey admitted throwing race, says television commentator 



By tan Burrell 


Kieran Fafkwe told court 
that TV man was lying 


Champion jockey Kieran Erilon 
was accused yesterday in the 
High Cburt of admitting throw- 
ing a race. It was alleged that Mr 

Fallon had told a television rac- 
ing presenter that he had 
“pulled” the horse on instruc- 
tions from its trainer. The claim 
was made during Mr Fallon's 11- 
t^| case against the Sporting Life 
racing paper. 

Channel 4’s Derek Thomp- 
son said, under subpoena by the 
Sporting Lfe. that Mr Fallon had 
confessed to not riding Top 


Cees to win in the Swa fih a m 
handicap when the two bad dis- 
cussed the race at The Old 
Plough pub near Newmarket. 

He told Mr Justice Mor- 
land and the jury: “I don’t want 
to repeat this, which is why Pve 
tried to stop it coming to open 
court because it was said to me 
in confidence. I was a sk i n g: 
‘What happened with Top Cees 
this afternoon as 1 thought he 
would win’ and Keren's words 
were *Yes, I thought the horse 
would win as well but when I got 
into the paddock Jack told me 
io stop it’.” 


But Mr Fallon was recalled 
to the witness box yesterday to 
denounce the claim as “a lie”. 

“Something like that to be 
said it would be terrible for 
any jockey to even flunk about 
something like that, to talk 
about stopping the horse, let 
alone doing it, would be to 
jeopardise your career. Mr 
Thompson is invenfingit - he’s 
a liar.” He said neither the 
horse’s trainer. Lynda Ramsden, 
nor her husband, Jack, had ever 
asked him to stop ahorse. 

Cross-examinedby Richard 
Hartley QC, for tfie Sporting 


Life , Mr Fallon denied that his 
orders that day had been not to 
win. Mr Hartley sash “But if the 
governor tells yon not to win, 1 
suggest that you, as the jockey 
on that occasion, would follow 
orders." Mr Fallon countered: 
“You think I would risk my li- 
cence in order to stop a horse?” 

The Ramsdens and Mr Fal- 
lon are siring over a “savage ver- 
bal onslaught”, in an unsigned 
editorial in May 1995, the day 
after Tbp Cees won the Chester 
Cup. It said they conspired to 
deceive the public by deliber- 
ately not trying to win the 


Swaffham. Publishers MGN 
Ltd, part owners of The Inde- 
pendent, deny iibeL They say the 
article is justified and fair com- 
ment on a “scandal” that was a 
matter of public interest. 

The hearing was adjourned 
until Monday. 

Further reports. Sport 
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Men in sex parties case escape jail sentences 


€ 


By Kathy Mark* 


SEVEN men who became the 
focus of an mternatioaaJ cam* 
p gjgn after they were prose- 
cuted for taking part in private 
sex parties escaped prison sen- 
tences yesterday at Bolton 
Crown Court. 

Judge Michael Lever, QC, 
bad warned that be might jail 
at least some of the so-called 


Bolton Seven, who were found 
guilty of buggery and gross in- 
decency at a trial last month. 

But after more than three 
hours of defence submissions in 
mitigatioa, the judge handed out 
su^ended sentences K> Bw> of the 
men. and probation and com- 
munily service orders to the rest. 

The defendants, who bad re- 
ceived letters of support from 
two bishops and from human 
rights groups around the world, 


were prosecuted after police 
seized video tapes on which they 
had recorded the parties for 
their own amusement 

Under the 1967 Sexual Of- 
fences Act sex between znen is 
illegal if more than tw people are 
present The men faced prison 
sentences of up to five yeans, and 
Amnesty International planned 
toadoptthemasppsboezsc^con- 
srience if they were jailed. 

Gay campaigners have con- 


demned the law as discrimina- 
tory, in that it penalises private 
sexual behaviour between con- 
senting adults. All the Bolton 
men were over the age of con- 
sent, except one who was just 
under 18, and all were willing 
participants. 

Outside court yesterday, the 
men issued a statement in which 
they condemned the derision of 
the Crown Prosecution Service 
to pursue the case. 


"Regardless of the sentence, 
the trial has had a ruinous effect 
on our lives," they said, adding 
that the u cruel resuscitation" of 
an obscure section of the Act 
showed “callous insensitivity. 

“One of the positive conse- 
quences of tins bitter experience 
is that a new sense of outrage 
and urgency has been injected 
into the law reform movement, 
and the demand for a compre- 
hensive review of our sex laws 


may well now become irre- 
sistible," the men said 
Before passing sentence, the 
judge referred to numerous 
letters that he had received 
askin g him to show clemency. 
He said he accepted that Terry 
Connell. 55, the oldest defen- 
dant, was “a perfectly re- 
spectable and decent man” who 
had *Ied an exemplary life" 
Ben Emmerson, a defence 
banister, argued in mitigation 


that the prosecutions were a vi- 
olation of the European Con- 
vention an Human Rights and 
that, although the Convention 
had not yet.been incorporated 
into English law, the judge was 
obliged to take account of it. 

Mr Emmerson also said 
publicity about the trial had led 
to several of the znen being as- 
saulted and to firebomb at- 
tacks on their homes. 

Sources close to the case say 


that police originally raided 
the house of one defendant, 
Norman Williams, in the mis- 
taken belief that he was part of 
a paedophile ring.. 

‘ It has emerged that Barbara 
Mills, the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, endorsed the de- 
rision to prosecute the men. In 
a letter to Brian Iddon, MP for 
Bolton South-East, Dame Bar- 
bara said the prosecution was 
is the public interest. 
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Goodbye to 
the Metro, 
the car we 
never quite 
fell in 
love with 


By Rosa Prince 


It was supposed to be the Mini for the 
1980s, a nippy little run around that 
would rescue the British motoring in- 
dustry from the onslaught of the 
Japanese. 

Eighteen years on, the last Metro 
trundled off the production line yes- 
terday, outclassed and outsold by 
snappier models with snappier names; 
Polo, Clio and Micra. 

At its death the Metro wasn't even 
British any more, having come under 
the ownership of the Bavarian uber- 
firm BMW when Rover was sold to the 
Germans. It will be replaced by a new 
Mini, to be built jointly by Rover and 
BMW. 

The Metro started life as in Octo- 
ber 1980 as the Austin Mini Metro. It 
was initially the saviour of British Ley- 
land, which beforethe car’s introduc- 
tion hadn't manufactured a big seller 
for years. But bad a chequered career, 
suffering from a lack of funding. Af- 
ter each attempt at revamp -and re- 
launch it would rocket to occupy top 
spot in its class, the most super of the 
super minis, but plummet swiftly as it 
failed to keep up with the competition. 

The high point of the Metro’s jour- 
ney came early on when its picture went 
around the world carrying the then 
Lady Diana Spencer away from the 
cameras during her engagement to 
Prince Charles. 

Falling sales and sneers from oth- 
er drivers dented the little carsimage, 
but by far its lowest moment was un- 
connected to manufacturing prob- 
lems. 

The Metro attracted infamy and hu- 
miliation for its owners when, in 1994. 
it was revealed as the sexual partner 
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of choice for a disturbed 20-year-old 
man. who was treated for his fetish at 
the Institute of Psychiatry in London. 
The Metro’s biggest fan said he found 
it particularly arousing when die car's 
exhaust pipe belched fumes. 

Despite this, the car enjoyed peri- 
ods of more conventional popularity, 
its sales pushing past the two million 
marie. 

It was even voted Best Small Car 


in the World b y Autocar and Motor af- 
ter its 1990 relaunch- The trouble was 
that even the redesigned car began to 
look outdated as it failed to keep up 
with its competitors. 

Often derided for its cramped in- 
terior, and, some said, unattractive 
look, the original Metro had an engine 
dating back to the Morris Minor tech- 
nology of the 1950s. Despite being 
branded “the car to beat the world," 


drivers complained it whined at speeds 
over 45 miles per hour. 

Still, that didn't stop its manufac- 
turers from trying to add some sales 
with a little badge engineering - the 
hatchback was renamed the Rover 
Metro in 1990 and eventually became 
the Rover 100 in 1994. 

The last Rover 100, in a striking sil- 
ver finish, was waved off from Rover’s 
Longbridge plant in Birmingham last 


week. It was signed by all Of the 1,200 
people who worked on it and handed 
over to the Heritage Centre Motor 
Museum in Gaydon, Warwickshire. 

Although production has stopped, 
a last batch of cars, no doubt future 
classics, are still available. They come 
in three and five door models, 1.1 or 
1.4 litre K series engines and five dif- 
ferent trim levels. Prices range from 
£6,500 to £10,000. A bargain. 
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The British Isles, noon today 


Recycled paper made up 41.4% of 
the raw material for UK news- 
papers in the first half of (997. 
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General summary and outlook: 

Overnight rain will soon dear eastern parts, men if- 
will be a fresher day than of late everywhere with a< 
mix of sunshine and showers. Only a lew locationi'- 
in eastern Scotland and north-east England are • ; 
likely to escape dry, and il Is here that me best of-; 
the days sunshine can he expected. The showered 
will be frequent in the west throughout the day. with 
sleet in the north and snow on the peaks. Some ol 
the afternoon showers will be rather stop and slow 
to clear. 

Sunday will be mainly dry with sunny breaks 
although a few showers will occur in the west. It will 
turn milder by Monday wilb rain and strong winds in 
the north, but elsewhere wiJl be mainly dry. The 
mild spell of weather will continue through Tuesday 
and Wednesday, with some further rain in the far 
north and a little drizzle possible in the west. How- 
ever, the east and south will be mainly dry with 
sunny breaks. 
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Branson’s honeymoon finally over? 
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Tycoon shrugs off 
the flak as he 
takes a battering 
from his critics. 
Michael Harrison 
reports 

the halo finally begun to 
This weekend the man who 
.jos gee ranted second only to 
' J^oOKrTfenaa as a role mcxlei 
. for put young is looking dis- 
tacflyless saintly. The man is, 
of coarse, Richard BransorL 
boss of the Virgin empire, and 
this has not been one of his bet- 
ter weeks. 

It began with a demolition 
job by the BBC Panorama pro- 
gramme on the performance of 
his West Coast train franchise 
It ended with a doable-barrelled 
assault from The Spectator and 
The Economist , both of which 
chose, to make Mr Branson the 
sufgect of less-than-flattering 
coygpstories. 

jhe Spectator's was a piece of 
ill-tempered polemic charting 
how Mr Branson has risen to the 
top on a tide of litigation, news 
management and seif-promo- 
tion. The Economist contained 
a more sober but telling assess- 
ment of the financial vuinera- 
bilify of the Virgin companies 
and the way in which their true 
ownership is disguised by a web 
of offshore trusts. 

Little of the information 
presented was that ground- 
breaking; Virgin has encoun- 
tered such flak before and sailed 
through unscathed to stamp 
the brand on everything from air 

travel, bridal wear and a radio 
station to cola, vodka, person- 
al pensions and Cine mas 

LTt the combination of the 
twin attacks was enough to 
wipe the smile off that famously 
bearded face for once. Speak- 
ing yesterday from his chalet in 
the Swiss ski resort of Zermatt, 
Mr Branson was not amused by 
the bad publicity, but accepted 
it might be partly his own fault. 
“We have been away for the 
week so we haven’t been able 
to firefight property/ - he re- 
flected. “It could all be just a co- 
incidence of course, but one of 



KmrtogfcLU 

Includes: Ginger 
Media group and 
Virgin ratio 


Vhjta Retail Snap Lid 
includes: Virgin Hefei 
Europe and Blockbuster | 
virgin partnership 


the things that came out of the 
court case was just how much 
money PR companies are being 
paid to keep an eye on Vir gin. 
We have a lot of competitors 
and a lot of enemies out there ” 
The court case Mr Branson 
is referring to is his spectacular 
libel victory over Guy Snowden 
of the Camelot member GTecb 
-a victory that has done no harm 
to Virgin's lingering ambitions to 
take over the National Lottery. 


But the libel win has since 
been overshadowed by a string 
of setbacks. Virgin has bought 
out its partner in the Virgin Cola 
venture, Cotl of Canada, after 
disappointing sales and the fail- 
ure of the brand to grab more 
than a negligible market share. 
Virgin Vodka has also per- 
formed miserably and is nowon 
sale only in a handful of duty- 
free shops and on Virgin At- 
lantic flights. Then came the 


collapse of the consortium se- 
lected to build tbe £5bo Chan- 
nel TUnnel rail link, London <6 
Continental Railways, in which 
Virgin has a 17 per cent stake. 

lo critics of the Virgin em- 
pire, this run of bad luck has 
crystallised everything that is 
wrong with the Branson for- 
mula. First, that the brand, 
Vagin’s most important arid, ar- 
guably, its only real asset, will 
be devalued through association 


with failure. Second, that the 
Virgin strategy of expanding 
through joint ventures, while a 
cute way of getting others to un- 
derwrite the investment need- 
ed for new businesses, also 
denies Virgin real management 
control. And third, that Mr 
Branson is now taking on busi- 
nesses that have an insatiable 
appetite for cash, like railways. 
. According to The Econo- 
mists analysis of the accounts 


of Mr Branson's 40 most im- 
portant companies, the Virgin 
empire is barely profitable. It 
calculates that the Virgin Trav- 
el group is making profits of 
£67 .5m on turnover of £ 88600 , 
mainly due to the contribution 
of the airline. But it says that six 
other main Virgin Group com- 
panies lost £27.8m on sales of 
£384m while a further eight 
companies, in which Virgin has 
less than a 50per cent Stake, in- ‘ 


eluding its two rail franchises, 
lost £375m, of which Virgin's 
share is £15 Am. 

That said, it is afl but im- 
possible to grasp the full finan- 
cial picture at Virgin because its 
myriad businesses are not held 
together in a consolidated group 
but are ownedlhrotgh a Byzan- 
tine structure of offshore trusts 
in the Channel Isles and British 

Virgin Islands 

Mr Branson did briefly ex- 


periment with a public listing, 
turning his empire, minus the 
airline, into a quoted compare 
in 1986. But he took the busi- 
ness private again 

er, tiring in P * 1 al 

disclosure requirements that 

come with a public quote. 

Mr Branson describes the 
Economist article as "not unfair” 

but he insists it paints an undidy 

doomy picture- “We are in the 

strongest position we have ever 
been in. Our businesses are gen- 
erating £350m of cash a year 

and almost every new venture 

we are involved in has strong 
outside partners to finance it.’ - 

The biggest of these is Vir- 
gin Trains, the holding compa- 
ny for the West Coast and 
Cross Country franchises. And 
if* that business goes bad it 
could bring down the whole 
pack of cards. 

Over the 15-year life of the 
franchise. Virgin has to make 
royalty payments to the gov- 
ernment of£lJ24bn at the same 
time as funding a £lbn fleet of 
high-speed tilting trains. It also 
has to double passenger num- 
bers to make consistent profits. 

Funding is intended to come 
from a market flotation of Vir- 

gm Trains this summer. But f«s- 

seqger complaints are running 
at higher levels some months 
than in Are days of BR and some 
of the rolling stock is so decrepit 
that Virgin has hot repainted it 
in its famili ar red and while liv- 
ery. Worse, the disruption 
caused by Railtrack’s £21 bn 

modernisation of the line is like- 

]y to mean a further deteriora- 
tion in the service until early 
next century. 

Mr Branson insists the flota- 
tion remains on course and 
blames tbe complaints on the 
heightened public expectations 
engendered when Virgin took 
over. But sceptics wonder bow 
the business can possibly be 
floated against such a backdrop. 

Tbe Virgin chairman has 
been in a qmilar bole before. In 
1992 he raised £510m from the 
sale -of the Virgin music pub- 
lishing business to EMI in or- 
der to shore up the other parts 
of his empire. 

The question now is whether 
he wfll have to part company 
with Virgin Atlantic - valued at 
between £5 00m and £800m - to 
finance his railway ambitions. 


Hutchence died ‘bankrupt’ 


By 


Burrell 




\ 


PAULA YATES could get nothing from the 
estate of Michael Hutchence because be 
disguised the ownership of his £ 20 m for- 
tune to avoid paying tax and was techni- 
cally bankrupt when he died, it was alleged 
yesterday. 

An investigation by the Australian 
newspaper, the Sydney Morning Herald , 
claimed that the INXS rock star used an 
elaborate network of trust companies to 
hide the ownership of his assets. As a re- 
suit, his lover Ms Yates and the couple’s 
•••< . daughter Tiger Lfly could end up without 
^ a penny. 

L^cuments were distributed to benefi- 
ciaries of tbe estate this week by lawyers 
■ m Hong Kong. They showed that apart from 
' «* min or property investments and insurance 
policies, the singer - who committed sui- 
cide in a Sydney hotel room in November 
- Owned very little. 

/ ^ Missing from the estate, said the news- 
paper, are his investment properties on Aus- 
tralia's Gold Coast, his french villa and 



Hutchence: bankrupt when he died? 


London home, plus publishing and sales 
royalties. 

The total assets from his estate amount 
to just 1.2 million Australian dollars 


(nearly £500.000) against known liabilities 
totalling just under a quarter of that 
amount 

But the singer also gave a personal guar- 
antee to cover the costs of Paula Yates’s 
legal battle with her former husband Bob 
Geldot which could total millions. 

The alarm was first raised over the es- 
tate when Hutchence’s mother Patricia 
Glassop and his sister Tina were told the 
singer did not actually own a luxury water- 
front house at the resort of Surfer's Par- 
adise, which he had told them was his. 

That and two other Australian proper- 
ties are held by a complex network of trusts, 
as is his villa in the South of France. 

Barrister Colin Thomas Diamond, who 
legally controls Hutchence’s assets, is said 
by the newspaper to have established an 
intricate web of trusts and holding com- 
panies throughout the world. 

The documents distributed by lawyeis 
this week also showed that at his London 
home he owned only personal effects. 

Paula Yates’s solicitor, Anthony Burton, 
said yesterday that he was unaware of the 
report. “I have absolutely no comment to 
make about Michael’s estate,” he said. 
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Orchestras are told to double Dutch 
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By Abi Daruvalla 

tr» Amsterdam ^ 

JRDANT noises are 
from Holland’s or- 
following the intro- 
■ duction of a government quota 
■ system to promote Dutch clas- 
sical music. 

Amsterdam’s prestigious 

. Royal Concertgebouw Orches- 

.. tra is now conducting legal ac- 
tion against the culture 
ministr y’s mjve, claiming it vi- 
olates their freedom of expres- 
. - sion and contravenes EU 
. anti-discrimination regulations. 

Tbe row is over a ruling com- 
pelling Dutch orchestras to de- 
vote at least 7 per cent of 
performing time to the work of 
v Dutch composers, 3 per cent of 
Yvbom must be living cotn- 
“ A«aets Orchestras which do not 
'foeet this requirement by April 

’ wffl lose part of their state sub- 
sidy which accounts for around 
75 per cent of most orchestras 
funding and totals 150m 


THREE FAMOUS DUTCH COMPOSERS 
Theo Louvendie; Peter Schat; Louis Andriessen 


guilders (£45m) annually. 

EBy Koning, the Concert- 
gebouw Orchestra's lawyer, de- 
. scribes tbe quota system as 
“ridiculous” referring in par- 
ticular to its definition of Du tch 
composers which she claims 
can be stretched to include 
such “Dutch” maestrosas Bach, 
Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert 
and Mahler. 

The ministry says com- 
posers can b e considered Dutch 
if they are Dutch nationals, 
live in the Netherlands or have 
made a longterm and significant 
contribution to Dutch music. 
There is a case to be made that 
these famous names hare ful- 
filled the latter condition." said 
Ms Koning 


The Association of Dutch 
Orchestras - the country has 15 
- is backing the court case. “Of 
course we must promote Dutch 
music but culture state secretary 
Ad Nuis is making it an oblig- 
ation rather than something, 
exciting and tbriHing. What we 
need is a policy of promotion 
not punishment,” said its Di- 
rector Rudolph Wolfe nsberger. 

He says too that a quota sys- 
tem will not work because or- 
chestras will always find ways 10 
get around iL “In Belgium if an 
orchestra wanted extra state 
funding for a foreign tour, it had 
to include a. Belgian composi- 
tion in its programme. This 
gave Marcel Foot a brilliant ca- 
reer — orchestras always chose 


his work because it was just five 
minutes long.” 

But the Dutch Composers 
Society, which has around 200 
members, backs the govern- 
ment's policy. Board member 
Andre Douw who is also coor- 
dinator of the composition de- 
partment at Amsterdam's 
prestigious Sweelink Conser- 
vatory, insisted the measure 
was necessary: “It* s a drastic so- 
lution but something has to be 
done because this problem has 
been playing for a long time and 
the orchestras refused to take 
action voluntarily. 

Some Dutch composers like 
Theo Louvendie, Louis An- 
driessen and Peter Schat are 
well-known contemporary clas- 
sical c o mposers but newcomers 
tike Theo Verbey need the op- 
portunity to have their work 
heard. Some composers are in- 
sulted that such a policy is nec- 
essary and I can understand that 
but hopefully it will be an in- 
terim solution.” 
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Conspiracies 


abound as Cole 


quits ‘toughest 


job in PR 9 


Was he pushed, or did he fell? Steve Bogg^n examines the 
career of the man who fronted for Mohamed Al Fayed 


Michael Cole, the bouffant- 
haired front-man for Harrods 
owner Mohamed Al Ekyed, 
stepped down yesterday, spark- 
ing the kind of conspiracy the- 
ories he had fostered under his 
master since the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wiles, and Dodi 
Fayed. “Did he fall or was he 
pushed?” was the question be- 
ing bounced around media cir- 
cles after the world's most 
famous department store un- 
expectedly announced his re- 
tirement at the age of 55. 

Hamids and Mr Cole, a 
former BBC Royal Correspon- 
dent, issued a joint statement 
which said the departure Was 
amicable and mutual But the 
subsequent unavailability of Mr 
Cole fanned the flames of spec- 
ulation. Not only had the an- 
nouncement been timed to 
coincide with a Cole family 
holiday at a secret location, but 
his home and mobile telephone 
numbers also went dead. It was 
an abrupt end to a morbidly mo- 
mentous year for Mr Cole, who 
joined Harrods as director of 
public affairs in 1988 after 27 
years as a journalist 

He had borne a huge re- 
sponsibility in the weeks after 
the deaths of Diana and Dodi. 
Some would argue the role was 
made more difficult because it 
involved repeating Mr Fayed’s 
insistence that Henri Paul, dri- 
ver of the car in which the 
princess and Mr Fayed’s son 
died, had not been drinking ex- 
cessively. A post-mortem ex- 
amination showed he was over 
the limit and had been taking 
prescription drugs. 

More recently, Mr Fayed's 
claims that the couple were 


murdered and that he was told 
of Diana's “last words” - words 
which doctors said were never 
uttered - may have sat awk- 
wardly with Mr Cole's instincts 
as a former journalist. 

During his time with Mr 
Fayed, Mr Cole projected the 
smooth, sophisticated face of 



Boss Mohamed Al Fayed 


Harrods. Those who have met 
Mr Fayed know that he is prone 
to lapse into expletives and 
raucous anecdotes. During in- 
terviews it was not unusual for 
Mr Cole to interrupt, remind- 
ing the diminutive Egyptian 
that he hadn't meant to say one 
thing but had really intended to 
say another. His firefighting 
exploits on behalf of Mr Fayed 
involved projecting the Egypt- 
ian's argument in his fight over 
Harrods with arch-enemy Tiny 
Rowland during the 1980s. 
They included denying a De- 
partment of Trade and Indus- 
try report which branded Mr 
Fayed a liar. 

On the battle went through- 
out the 1990s, Mr Cole voicing 


the Egyptian's ire at not being 
granted British citizenship. 
Then came the figh t a gainst the 
establishment; paying Tory MPs 
to ask questions and then ex- 
posing them. 

Next came complicity in the 
Guardian’s battle against 
Jonathan Aitken, former arms 
procurement minister, and his 
denials - shown in court to 
have been lies - that be was en- 
tertained at Mr Fayed’s Ritz 
Hotel by Sandi arms dealers. Mr 
Cole began his career in news- 
papers before moving into in- 
dependent television and the 
BBC He left 20 years later af- 
ter telling a number of tabloid 
reporters details of a secret 
viewing of the Queen’s Christ- 
mas speech. 

The disclosure was not an 
unprofessional one - it was the 
sort of confidence shared by 
specialist journalists all the 
time. But the confidence was 
not kept and the details were 
splashed over the papers the fol- 
lowing day. His position became 
untenable, but few believed he 
would leave journalism for ever. 

He was not universally pop- 
ular with those who had to 
deal with him. He di&ed out in- 
formation like favours and was 
known for his tendency to be 
smooth to the point of obse- 
quiousness. 

And he was slavishly loyal to 
Mr Fayed, even when the 
Egyptian’s treatment of him 
appeared to observers to be less 
than respectful. Once, an In- 
dependent on Sunday journalist 
was critical of the store after be- 
ing shown around by Mr Cole. 
During the visit, the journalist 
was asked by Mr Ryed ff he had 



Battle r 
under 
way to 

block 
toll road 


i local objectors y^ r * 

day won the Tight to mount a 

High Court challenge over.the 
planned construction of - the 
United Kingdom’s first Pg: 
vately owned toll road. - * 

The Alliance Against the 
Birmingham Northern Relief 
Road was granted leave to seek 
a judicial review, and Mr Jus- 
tice Ognall ordered an urgent 

bearing of the case. 

Tbe campaign group rrienas 
of the Earth, which is support- 
ing the challenge, said that the 
alliance, representing commu- 
nities along the 27-mDe rente of 
the proposed road, were de- 
manding to see a concession 
agreement between the De- 
partment ofTransport and Mid- 
land Expressway to check 
whether it contained cancella- 
tion charges. 

Legal opinion fromsokcwors 
iuh rv»r anrfPn was that it was 


Utuawiui lOCUtcwua 

charges when approving a road 
scheme; to sign a concession 


SU1C1UC, W aigu U 

agreement containing cancefla- 


Michael Cole, taking early retirement after hectic years representing the Harrods boss 


Photograph: Robin Mayes 


children. When be replied ‘yes’. 
Mr Fayed ordered Mr Cole to 
fetch a small teddy bear and a 
coffee table book on The Ritz 
hotel for the journalist. 

When the critical article ap- 
peared, Mr Cole wrote to the 
newspaper asking for the gifts 
back. The book was returned 
but the bear had already been 


given to the child and, with the 
permission of The Indepen- 
dent's editor, h was retained. For 
several weeks, Mr Cole wrote 
at the behest of Mr Fayed ask- 
ing for the teddy bear back. 

On another oocasion, a col- 
league and I visited Mr Ryed 
as part pf efforts to prove that 
a former minister had accept- 


ed diamonds from business- 
men for services rendered. We 
believed Mr Fayed knew the 
woman buying the diamonds 
from the MP and asked him to 
make a phone call to her. 

But he could stay on the sub- 
ject for only a few minutes. Very 
quickly the conversation moved 
on to a friend of the woman's. 


“You tell her," said Mr Fayed, 
"that Mohamed wants to fuck 
her. But tell her she must be a 
virgin. Mohamed only fucks 
virgins.” Mr Cole, presumably 
wondering why he ever took the 
job, waved his arms in front of 
the Egyptian tycoon, who 
chuckled and carried on re- 
gardless. 


fa-ring the environment. • 

FoE said that, before the 
general election. Labour 
promised it would not build the 
road because noise and air pol- 
lution would harm the health and 

amenities of residents. But soon 
after the party came to power, the 
road was given the go-ahead. 

Gerald Kells, of West Mid- 
lands FoE, said: “The Govern- 
ment has already broken its 
promise not to build this-£ ad. 
Now it appears to be prevent- 
ing people from having access 
to the fads behind it If the Gov- 
ernment has nothing to hide, 
then it should come dean and 
produce the documents.” 

FoE says the road will cut a 
huge swath through the West 
Midlands green belt and cross 
two protected nature sites, de- 
stroy scores of homes and blight 
many others. 
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Makers of faulty hip 
to pay for surgery 


Jury unable to reach verdict 
in Docklands bomb case 


RECALL 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 


rindus 


) Crispy 
Pancakes 
and Crepes 


Following the Findus Minced Beef Crispy Pancake Product 
Recall earlier this week, Findus is now recalling all Findus Crispy 
Pancakes and Crepes with Best Before End Dates of JUL 99 
and AUG 99 as a precautionary measure. This is due to 
finding small cubic pieces of glass in a second variety of 
Crispy Pancakes. We emphasise that Findus is taking this 
precaution in the interests of customer safety. 


These Best Before End codes can be found on the front 
side panel of the pack: 


JUL 99 


AUG 99 


The manufacturers of the arti- 
ficial hip at the centre of a na- 
tionwide health scare yesterday 
offered to pay for “lifelong fol- 
low-up" treatment of all patients 
who have been issued with the 
implant 

Following a meeting with 3M 
Health Care, the makers of 
the faulty hip joint and Val 
Gooding, managing director of 
BUPA. the Department of 
Health confirmed that 3M 
would meet the entire costs of 
“identifying and reviewing” all 
patients who were fitted with the 
3M Capital implant and any re- 
vision operations required. 

“These operations may be 
carried out either in a BUPA 
hospital or an NHS hospital if 
the patient prefers," said a 
statement from the Depart- 
ment of Health. 

“The company commitment 
also extends to life-long follow- 
up of patients implanted with 
this device.” 

Earlier, the Government 
published a list of hospitals 
who were supplied with the 
hip joints. More than 80 private 
and NHS orthopaedic centres 
were supplied with a total of 
4,700 3M Capital implants be- 
tween I August 1991 and 31 
March 1997 when the device 


was discontinued. All implants 
are thought to have been used. 

Patients fitted with the joints 
will be contacted by the hospi- 
tal where they had the surgery 
and will be invited to have X- 
rays. Some people will need to 
have the prosthesis replaced and 
others will need to be careful- 
ly monitored. 

Robin TUrner, consultant 
manager for orthopaedics at 
Brighton Health Care NHS 
Trust, said they had already 
started to trace patients. 

“When we have established 
the names of the 264 people 
who received this particular 
hip joint we will arrange for 
them to return to the hospital 
for a clinical check-up and X- 
ray. We anticipate that it will 
take two to three weeks to 
cross-check all the medical 
records to identify the patients 
concerned.” 

3M Health Care Ltd. based 
in Loughborough, could face a 
total bill of £23ro if all 4.700 pa- , 
tienls need a revision operation 
costing £5.000 a time. 

The warning about the hip | 
was issued after studies from 
three hospitals revealed that up 1 
to 21 pier cent of these implants 
foiled within five years com- 
pared with the national -average 
of 10 per cent 10 years after the 
operation. 


A man accused of the Docklands bombing which ended the 
IRA’s 18-month ceasefire and killed two people will have a re- 
trial after a jury at the Old Bailey was unable to agree on in- 
dicts yesterday, writes Jason Bennetto. * ' 

The jury of seven men and four women was discharged af- 
ter they sent a note to the judge saying: “The jury is unable to 
reach a unanimous or majority verdict and we feel we have ex- 
hausted all possible avenues.” This followed deliberation of more 
than nine hours over two days after a five week trial. The judge, 
Mr Justice Blofeid, signalled that a retrial will take place. 

James McCardle. 29, had been accused of planting the giant 
lony bomb at South Quay, east London, that exploded on 9 Feb- 
ruary 1996 killing two people. Mr McCardle from Crossmaglen, 
denies two charges of murder and conspiracy to cause explo- 
sions between 30 October 1995 and 10 February 1996. 


Ear prints trap burglar 


AN OVER-CAREFUL burglar, who made legal history after 
he was fingered by police for leaving his ear prints at the sane 
of his crimes, was jailed for a year yesterday. Calvin SeweS\J 
always listened carefully to make sure no one was around be- 
fore breaking in But pressing the vital organs against doors 
and windows in 13 different places proved to be a fetal mis- 

take, i^ d i. mad f ? e thlC l the rm c^ ’ miDa, “ Britain to have a 
mould taken of his ear by police. An expen in facial mapping 

then came up wuha perfect match. Southwark Crown Court 
in London heard. The investigating police officerplans to urge 

isx: lookoui for ,eu - tak * ^ 


Cut-price tickets for Dome 


WORST AFFECTED HOSPITALS 


Findus wish to reassure our customers that we are treating this incident 
very seriously and are carrying out detailed investigations into this 
problem. Findus has requested police involvement in order to 
satisfactorily resolve this matter. 


Cui-pncc tickets arc to be offered for entry to the Millenni 
*°2 a S fo ; * e P ro J«* writes Colin Bnmn. ^ 

~.JS£ 5 £ES 5 T!i¥" cu wbM. 

and taller than ,he Statue of Liter* ° * coluD *f ^ 


Customers with any of these packs are advised not to eat the pancakes 
or crepes but to throw them away. For a full refund, customers are 
asked to cut out and send any panel containing the above 
Best Before End dates to the 

Findus Crispy Pancake Recall 
P O Box 207 
YorkYOl 1XY 


Customers wanting more information can telephone: 

FREEPHONE 0800-262491 


Findus would like to apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. 


Hospitals with 50 or mor« recorded Implants 
England Landseer Moor Hospital (Gamete Clink} 

St Mary - * HospinL Newport. Ue of Wight 
Royal Oldham Hospital. OMham 

Southampton General Hospital (Pharm Scores), Southampton 

Royal Sussex County Hospital. Brighton 

Prrtcess Margaret Hospital, 5windofl 

Royal Lancaster Infirmary, Lancaster 

KWdenrVnscer General Hospital 

Baoethwr District General Hospital, Worksop 

Scarborough General Hospital 

Westmoreland County Hospital. Kendal 

Lantxster and Lakeland Nuffield 

Princess Alexandra. Wroughurt, Swindon 

HaHow Wood Orthapaetfc Hospital, Mansfield 

Lord Mayor Trelear Hospital, Hampshire 

Sussex Nuffield HospitaL Brighton 

Devonshire Royal Hospital. Buxton 

BURR Chaleybeatc HospioL Southampton 

Royal HaMax Infirmary 

Conquest Hospital. St Leonards on Sea 

Duchess of Kent Mflfnry HospfcaL Catterick Garrison 

Wales East Glamorgan Hospital, Pontypridd 

Gwynedd Hospital, Bangor 

Scotland: 

Between 50 and 60 impbnts mosdy at Gartnavel Hospital, Glasgow 
Northern Ireland; None recorded 
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Warrant for singer Morrison 
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munity Service on his behalf -Hie ler 10 Can Y Out Com- 
....... oenau. The court was tnlri n,. 
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munity Service on his behalf 10 Can y Out Com- 

star -who had a number one hir Was t0 ^ l ^ e singing 

wiomson. who now lives in London. 
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agnet chief loses court bid 
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‘So, I’m blind. Why 
shouldn’t I be a BBC 
television director? 


By Louise Jury 

THE BBC has accepted its first 
blind man on to a trainee 
directors' course. TWenty-seven- 
year-old Damon Rose beat 350 
people to join the Corporation 
at the b eginning of December 
and his first report will be 
broadcast on Tuesday. 

The training scheme spe- 
cially for disabled applicants 
takes two recruits a year and is 
organised by the BBC's dis- 
ability programmes unit which 
includes 15 disabled people. 

They spend their fast six 
months with the unit, but Mr 
Rose will complete his two-year 
training in other departments 
where he will face competition 
alongside others also wanting 
placements. 

Mr Rose, who lives at Sit- 
tingtxmrne in Kent, said yes- 
terday that he had been 
delighted to get on to the pro- 
duction course. 

“I was extremely happy that 
the people at the unit felt that 
my sightlessness wasn’t a bar- 
rier. I knew that I could do it, 
but it's nice to have that con- 
firmed.” 

Mr Rose said that he found 
it totally unsurprising that 
someone who could not see 
should want to work in televi- 
sion, particularly when more 


blind people “watched" televi- 
sion than listened to the radio. 

“Blind people watch East- 
Enders and Coronation Street as 
part of the culture. And it s not 
just a visual medium — there is 

sound." . . 

Mr Rose was a television 

addict before be lost his sight at 

the age of 13. 

“It’s obviously proved veiy 
usefuL I was very, very au fait 
with television forms,” he said. 

Mr Rose said that if the job 
of a television director was 
analysed then the vast majori- 
ty of the work was carried out 
in the office. 

Only when he got to the 
shooting stage did he rely on the 
members of the crew to tell him 
what was in shot 

He added: “But the director 
doesn’t do the camera work, 
that is the whole point. They 
direct. I plan the shot in my 
head.” 

Over comin g prejudice was 
the main problem, he said. “I do 
things differently, but Fm not 
ashamed of that Fm equal but 
different 

“Fm happy to be the first 
blind person doing this. Fd like 
to think this coverage might 
open people’s minds a bit" 

Ian Macrae, editor of the 
BBC’s disability programmes 
unit, which was set up seven 


■ais ago, said Mr Rose a tram- 
ig, including research, televi- 

on writing and a camera-work 

wise, was what any trainee 
oold do. 

Explaining the recruitment 
alley, Mr Macrae said: “There 
rent enough disabled people 
q television, and one reason 
by is because there aren t 
rough disabled people in the 
Ldustry." 

He added: “We aun^ to 
j dress both these things.” 

"Mr Rose's first report, about 
us and the visually impaired, 
ill be shown in BBC2’s From 
he Edge magazine pro- 
-amme, billed as made by dis- 
jled people about disabled 
rople but for everybody to 
atcb, on Tuesday. 

Although Mr Rose is 
lought to be the first blind di- 
ictor, the BBC correspondent 
a disability affairs, Peter 
ftiite, is blind, and Mr Macrae 
imself is visually impaired. 

Richard Lane, of the Royal 
ational Institute for the Blind, 
id: “I really do think it’s bril- 
mi he’s doing this. It does shat- 
r the stereotypes. But he is 
:finitely the exception rather 
ian the norm. For [complete- 

i nf nmrbino flpe 


judge outlaws 
water company 
‘smart cards’ 


Local councils are welcoming 
a High Court judge’s landmark 
decision yesterday banning 
water companies from using 
new electronic “smart" card 
payment systems to cut off cus- 
tomers who do not pay their 
bills. 

Unless overturned on ap- 
peal. the ruling could lead to 
pre-payment water devices in 
thousands of homes nation- 
wide having to be removed, or 
radically changed so that 
L)use holds cannot be discon- 
nected nnlawfully. 

Today’s test case marked a 
victory for six local authorities 
who challenged the legality of 
the devices, known as budget 
payment units (BPUs). They 
cited on “astronomically high 
and frightening” number of 
disconnections that posed a 
threat to public health and in- 
creased fire risks. 

Mr Justice Harrison de- 
clared the BPUs were unlawful 
because they did not accord 
with the statutory code of prac- 
tice for the w-ater industry un- 
the 1991 \Lhter Industiy 
Act. They failed to comply 
with “numerous safeguards" 
under the code intended to pro- 
tect from disconnection poor 
families and vulnerable people 
who got into diffi culties with 
payments. 

- He overturned a refusal by 
Tan Bjyatt, Director General of 


Water Services, to compel 
water companies North West 
Water and Severn Trent to 
abandon the pre-payment 
devices. 

The water companies 
argued that the new systems 
were lawful because BPU cus- 
tomers were never disconnect- 
ed by the companies, but 
disconnected themselves when 
they failed to pay for their 
smart card, or key, to be 
charged with “units of credit”. 
The judge described the argu- 
ment as “superficially attractive, 
but, in my view, it is not logi- 
cally correct". 

He agreed that the case 
raised issues of public impor- 
tance and gave the Director 
General leave to appeal to the 
Court of Appeal. 

Today's ruling was won by 
Manchester, Liverpool and 
Birmingham dty councils, Lan- 
cashire County Council and 
Tameside and Oldham metro- 
politan borough councils. Over- 
all, at least 30 local authorities 
around the country supported 
the court action. 

Oldham’s spokeswoman, 
Councillor John Johnson, said 
the decision was “a victory for 
common sense as it is for the 
good maintenance of public 
health” 

Bir min gham City Council 
said later its officers had been 
monitoring “extremely high" 


levels of disconnections by 
devices operated by Severn 
Trent. Council leader Theresa 
Stewart said: "Naturally we 
are veiy pleased at the High 
Court’s decision. We have al- 
ways felt that it was wrong for 
the Director General to allow 
water companies to install these 
devices and disconnect house- 
holds who cannot afford to 
pay their bill. 

“It simply did not take into 
account the need to respect the 
current customer safeguards 
which Parliament put in place, 
or consider the very real pub- 
lic health risks which would fol- 
low widespread installations." 

Public service union Unison 
described the ruling as “very 
good news, particularly for 
poor families and customers 
who have difficulty paying their 
bills". The union's bead of 
water, Alex Thompson, said: 
“The real danger with the 
introduction of smart cards is 
that they become compulsory 
for customers who get into 
debt, leading to whole families 
being left without water." 

The judge's decision will 
come as a blow to the water 
industry. It had regarded the 
introduction of BPUs as a 
success, and warned it would 
suffer “substantial financial 
loss, prejudice and hardship” if 
the new devices had to be 
abandoned. 


Major investigation 
into offshore deaths 


ull-scale investigation was 
erday under way following 
deaths of two offshore 
kers in the North Sea. 
“brty-rwo year-old James 
ih, from Aberdeen, and An- 
ly Doherty, 45, from Der- 
iied after spending around 
ainutes in the water. 

Jtr Kfloh fell overboard on 
rsday afternoon during a 
ine inspection of the tw- 
ined MCP-01 platform, 
:h is operated by Total and 
iround 100 miles North-east 
eterhead. 

le then became trapped 
,>een the inner core of the 
Form and the outer break- 
er wall as colleagues tried to 

h him. * 

Ir Doherty, who was on 
:d a fast rescue craft, 
ped into the water and 
bed through a hole in the 


outer wall in an attempt to reach 
Mr Kiloh. 

He managed to grab Mr 
Kiloh but lost his grip, and it is 
thought he may then have de- 
tached the lifeline he had fas- 
tened to himself. 

Both men were recovered 
from the water after about 40 
min utes and flown to hospital 
in Aberdeen, where they were 
later pronounced dead. 

Mr Doherty worked for Vic- 
tor Of&hore. Mr Kiloh, who was 
married with an eight-year-old 
son, Lee, worked for McGregor 
Energy, and was part of an 18- 
strong maintenance team sent 
to the platform. 

He is thought to have 
slipped from the walkway dur- 
ing a routine inspection, and feu 

around 40ft to the water below. 

Both men were eventually 
recovered from the water when 


helicopter co-pilot Neal Gordon 
man aged to roach them with the 
help of a portable ladder. 

A top-level inquiry into the 
tragedy was launched, with 
Health and Safety Executive of- 
ficers, police and members of 
Tbtal’s own inspection team 
due to fly out as soon as weath- 
er conditions permitted. Laden 
Lallier, managing director of To- 
tal Oil Marine, said the com- 
pany was “shocked and 
saddened" by the deaths, the 
first to occur at one of its plat- 
forms in recent years. 

He added that all the com- 
panies involved wanted to ex- 
press their deep sympathy to the 
bereaved families. 

It is thought that conditions 
inside the concrete breakwater 
would have been even colder 
than in the open sea. and that 

both men suffered hypothermia. 
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Music education campaigners press for a little bit of rhythm in 


th/nationaTcurriculum 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


MUSIC should be the fourth 
"r" (rhythm) in the curriculum, 
campaigners told the Govern- 
ment yesterday. All the groups 
involved in music education 
published a new booklet on re- 
search which shows that learn- 
ing music improves children s 
performance in other subjects. 

The Campaign for Music in 

the Curriculum is worried by the 

Government’s decision last 
month to urge primary schools 
to concentrate on literacy and 
numeracy. Supporters fear that 
music will be squeezed out of 
the timetable. While the Gov- 
ernment is insisting on an hour 
a day each for literacy and nu- 
meracy, the campaign wants at 
leasi an hour a week for music. 

The pamphlet from the Mu- 
sic Education Council, the Mu- 
sic Industries Association and the 
National Music Council, high- 
lights research from Hungary, 
Switzerland and the United 
States showing how music im- 
proves children's overall acade- 


mic performance. Experiments 
in Hungary in the Fifties com- 
paring children attending pri- 
mary schools and those 
attending special music schools 
found that the latter were bet- 
ter at memorising and at un- 



their time more efficiently. 

An experiment involving 
1,200 children in 50 classes in 
Switzerland in the late Eight- 
ies and early Ninettes showed 
that children given three extra 
music lessons a week instead of 
other lessons were better at lan- 
guages and no worse at maths 
even though they were receiv- 
ing fewer lessons in those sub- 
jects. They also learnt to read 
more easily. Children in the 
extra music classes got on bel- 
ter together, researchers sug- 
gested, because they had to 
learn to listen to each other and 
use teamwork. 

Most recently, work at the 
University of California has 
suggested that music modifies 
circuits in the brain, including 
some that have no obvious 
connection to music, so that 


^ f. 



spatial reasoning, vital in sci- 
ence, is strengthened. 

Researchers also found that 
students who listened to Mozart 
every day learnt more quickly 
than those who did not. The 
pamphlet challenges the view 
that the association of music with 
higher academic standards is the 
result of the social class or the 
better education of the type of 
children who learn music. 

Experiments in Rhode Is- 
land in the United Slates with 
inner-city children found that, 
though they lagged behind in 
reading and maths at the start 

of a project in which they were 

given extra musk: lessons, by the 
end, they had caught up in read- 
ing and were ahead in maths. 

The pamphlet argues that 
music is for everyone, not just 
for a talented few. "There is no 

inherent reason for any child not 
to learn music as there are no 
large individual differences in in- 
nate musical gifts and talents . .. 
the very wide differences in mu- 
sical accomplishment that exist ^ — 
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Threat of 
revolt in 

Lords on 
college fees 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


THE “HAUGHTY manner" of 
Baroness Blackstone was being 
blamed last night for con- 
tributing to the risk of an em- 

banassing government defeat in 

the Lords which could throw 
into chaos its plan to introduce 
£l,000-a-year student fees. 

Some senior peers were 
blaming the “arrogance" of the 
education minister in the Lords, 
forthe Government's difficul- 
I ties. They are upset that Lady 
Blackstone has failed to provide 
assurances about the level of the 
fees that will be imposed on stu- 
dents by the universities, and the 
practicality of introducing 
means testing in time for the au- 
tumn term. 

“There is some veiy bad 
blood about Baroness Black- 
stone in the Lords," said one 
leading House of Lords source. 
“She has always been bad in the 
Lords. She has this arrogant, 
haughty manner. She always 
looks as though she is looking 
down her nose at you. She 
doesn't seem to like it in the 
Lords. She gives you the im- 
pression she would prefer talk- 
ing to Fellows of All Souls." 

The Liberal Democrat peers 
and the Conservatives led by 
Baroness Blaich. the former 
minister, are threatening to 
! join forces to defeat the Gov- 
ernment on Monday in the 
Lords on the Teaching and 
Higher Education Bill which 
puts the plans for student fees 
into effect. 

Both opposilion parties have 
complained that the Govern- 
ment is proposing means- 
icsted fees of £ i .000 a year, but 


the legislation fails to spell out 
the details, because the uni- 
versifies are covered by private 
law. A motion has been tabled 
to force the Government to 
retable the two main clauses at 
the core of the legislation, with 
a fuller explanation. That could 
cause a delay, putting tbe 
timetable into fresh doubt. A 
Liberal Democrat source said: 
“Unless there is a substantial 
concession, the Government 
will be defeated." 

A Tbty spokesman said: “We 
are planning to vote with the 
Liberal Democrats, which 
means the Government will be 
defeated. The Government's 
main clauses on fees would 
have to be tabled again and de- 
bated again." 

Baroness Blaich will be lead- 
ing Toiy opposition to the Bill 
with four key amendments, in- 
cluding one insisting on the ex- 
isting maintenance grant for 
students being continued along- 
side flat-rate fees. 

A number of left-wing 
Labour MPs are also threaten- 
ing to rebel when the Bill goes 
to Lhe House of Commons to 
complete its passage through 
Parliament One leading left- 
wing MP said the rebellion 
could be as big as the vote 
against the Government’s cuts 
in one-parent benefits. 

The universities are also un- 
happy with the Government’s 
handling of the introduction of 
the fees. A Liberal Democrat 
spokesman said: “Strathclyde 
University told me all their 
means testing goes out to an 
agency. We don’t think they 
will be able to finish it in time. 
They won’t know what to 
charge students.” 


Call for inquiry 
into mine tragedy 
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Union leaders yesterday called 
for a public inquiry into an ac- 
cident at one of Europe's 
largest opencast mines which 
left one man dead and several 
seriously injured. The tragedy 
happened when a dumper truck- 
collided with a personnel car- 
rier which rolled over, trapping 
18 miners inside. 

One man died on the way to 
hospital and another five remain 
seriously ill with chest and 
spinal injuries. The Transport 
and General Workers Union are 
urging Scottish industry minis- 
ter Brian Wilson to launch an 
investigation into the accident, 
which happened shortly after 
7pm on Thursday at 
Dalquhandy Quarry at Coal- 
bum, in Lanarkshire. 

TGWU Scottish Secretary 
Jim Elsby said they were also 
calling on Scottish Coal, which 
owns the Lanarkshire site, to en- 
sure there are union represen- 


tatives on all its sites “to a 
in the whole issue of health 
safety at work". He s 
“Health and safety legislatic 
the opencast industry is. 
stringent than that in deep 1 
ing and ... workers are b 
asked to work around the c 
“The coal site at Coalbi 
under franchise from See 
Coal to Crouch Mining whr 
many years, have been anti-; 
union. We have tried on si 
al occasions to gain access t 
site but this has always bee 
nied." Mr Elsby said they w 
approach STUC general s 
tary- Campbell Christie, w 

‘a director with Mining Scol 

the parent company of Sa 
Coal, to help the union ir 
tying for support. Mr Ch 
has confirmed he would s 
review of arrangements tc 
sider whether health and 
ty standards were being nrr 
applied. 
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Lord Irvine, and a spot 
bother with women 

Second lawyer puts Lord Chancellor in the dock over ‘old boy network' 


Josephine Hayes: Taking Attorney-General to tribunal 


By byline 

title 

FRESH allegations of “old 
boys' networks** in the judicia- 
ry surfaced yesterday as a 
woman banister announced 
that she is suing the Attorney- 
General for sex discrimination. 

The case is likely to cause 
further embarrassment to Lord 
Irvine of Lairg, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, who is in charge of the 
Attorney-General's office. *Bvo 
week ago. Lord Irvine was him- 
self accused of operating an il- 
legal old boys’ network by 
solicitor Jane Coker, who is also 
bringing a discr imina tion case. 

Josephine Hayes lodged her 
complaint against John Moms 
the Attorney-General, with an 
industrial tribunal in south Lon- 
don earlier this week. She is 
suing on the grounds that the 
Government shows bias in 
favour of men when appointing 
lawyers to represent it in civil cas- 
es. 

Ms Hayes’s lawyer, Sara 
Leslie of Irwin Mitchell in Lon- 
don, said her client is taking 
action over appointments to 
four lists of lawyers used to rep- 
resent the Government. 

Ms Leslie says the names on 
three of the lists are exclusive- 
ly male. On the fourth there are 



Lord Irvine: Second case likely to embarrass him after 
being accused of operating an ‘old boys' network* 


13 women out of 71 names, but 
this list is known as the sup- 
plemental list and deals with 
more routine and minor cases. 

“What Josephine Hayes 
daims is that she is an excellent 
candidate for one of these jobs 
but has never been given the 
opportunity to be considered or 
apply. What we are saying is that 
there is no objective selection cri- 
teria and no application of equal 


opportunities,” said Ms Leslie. 

Ms Hayes has a fast class law 
degree from Oxford Universi- 
ty and a master's degree from 
Yale University in America. 
She is a junior counsel who has 
been in civil practice for 16 years 
and is also chairwoman of the 
Association of Women Barris- 
ters. 

Ms Leslie said the appoint- 
ment of lawyers to the lists was 


known within the profession as 
the “secret soundings”. 

She added: “We understand 
the Attorney-General makes 
appointments taking the view® 
of the Treasury Solicitor, gov- 
ernment departments, mem- 
bers of the judiciary and senior 
members of the Bar — what is 
known as ‘secret soundings’. 

“Applicants are restricted 
to barristers these particular 
people happen to know. Tbe n p- 
shotof it is out of 116 barristers 
grring for the Government in 
civil proceedings only 13 are 
women ... a veiy small propor- 
tion of the women in practice 
where 28 per cent of barristers 
are women. 

“Unless the system is trans- 
parent there can be no confi- 
dence that gender is not a 
criteria for appointments." 

She added. “ Sex is an issue 
because the lists are so pre- 
dominately male.” 

However, die Attorney Gen- 
eral yesterday rejected Ms 
Hayes's claim. A statement 
from his office said: “The 
Attorney General rejects any 
suggestion of discrimination 
and will strongly oppose this 
application.” 

The tribunal is expected to 
have a bearing wi thin the next 
three or four months. 



Jane Coker: Claims discrimination , Photograph: Ben Gurr 


Grace and favours: Lord Chancellor may open refurbished doors to the public 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

'^Public tours of Lord Irvine of 
Lairg's lavish grace and favour 
apartment at the House of 
Lords could be started in April. 
Downing Street said yesterday 
as the Government fought to 
damp down the latest contro- 
versy over the Lord Chancellors 


loan of over 80 painting for the 
walls of his rooms. 

The Prime Minister's 
spokesman said there were no 
plans to charge the public for 
touring the Lord Chancellor’s 
rooms, although the continuing 
controversy over the £650,000 
refurbishment must make them 
one of the top tourist attractions 
in the capital. 


His latest acquisitions of 
paintings from four galleries - 
the Royal Academy, the Na- 
tional Maritime Museum at 
Greenwich, the Imperial War 
Museum, and the National 
Gallery of Scotland - are like- 
ly to enhance interest in the 
most controversial interior re- 
design in London, in spite of the 
works being dismissed by 


Downing Street as “not of the 
top rank”. 

The spokesman for Tony 
Blain e denied reports that the 
artwork which will adorn the 
walls, themselves to be covered 
in expensive wallpaper, has 
been “looted” from Scottish gal- 
leries. “One newspaper said 
they had been removed; it gave 
the impression they are being 


taken away. They have come 
from their reserve collections. 
In other words, they are all in 
cellars. They are not on display. 
None of them is on a wall any- 
where. The galleries are ex- 
tremely happy they will in due 
course be on display in the Lord 
Chancellor’s residence which is 
going to be open to the public." 

Bat that failed to impress 


the Scottish National Party 
leader, Alex Sahnond, who said: 
“Deny Irvine is displaying a 
breathtaking arrogance which is 
entirely in character. His loot- 
ing and pill agin g of Scottish art 
works will cause great anger 
both in the artist and academ- 
ic worlds. 

“ Hiking them down to Der- 
ry Irvine's house in London is 


nothing to do with access but 
everything to do with self ag- 
grandisement” 

Brands Maude, the Ibry 
spokesman on culture, said: 
“Power has gone to his head. 
Not to mention his furniture. It 
is not surprising his colleagues 
are getting fed up with it alL He 
has already had a carpeting 
and now he is on the canvas. Is 


it going to be curtains for Lord 
Irvine?” 

The Downing Street spokes- 
man said the Lord Chancellor’s 
department was working out ac- 
cess arrangements with House 
of Lords authorities, though 
these might take the form of or- 
ganised access for groups. How- 
ever, the intention was to secure 
“significant public access". 
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At Virgin Direct we believe in straight talking which means telling it 
like it is. So when a customer or even somebody who isn't does it to us f 
we value their comments. 

This is a genuine letter to Richard Branson. 


Pear Richard and Virgin, 

I recent ly received details of the Virgin Survival Flan. 
I requested them to see how you are marketing this most 
essential need , and to offer myself as an example for 
other people to realise How much it Is needed. I am not 
after sympathy, but would just like 
to highlight what devastation, if not 
covered, illness can leave behind. 

In 1994 at the age of 31, 1 suffered 
a heart attack (something that I 
believe is happening more and more 
to younger people). I was not, 
regrettably, covered for such an 
eventuality, being so young. 

Being self-empfeyed, I had to 
get back to work asap. I had a 
mortgage at mid-term, a wife and 
two young children to support. What I received from the 
state was a pittance. I was compelled to return to work 
much earlier than we would have liked. Without realising 
. it. I was pitching myself into a downward spiral that 
’■ would further affect my health. When I returned to work. 

I found that just to survive I now had to work longer and 
harder to cover the debt I’d accumulated during the 
period of illness. This, I’m afraid, had the eventual effect 
in May 1997 of a second attack. I’ve now got over th.s 


second setback and again have returned somewhat 
prematurely to work. With the overall accumulated debt, 
we were staring ultimate ruin in the face if I had not 
done this. Since going back to work, after being backfor 
only one month, I have been signed off sick again with 

angina (chest pains). 

I can not stress strongly 
enough how important it is, 
specially for younger people 
with mortgages and families, 
to get this cover, as I feel that 
with the same hindsight, and 
five years to get back on my 
feet, I would without doubt not 
be in the position that I find 
myself In today. 

I’m not after sympathy, but 
implore you to hammer home the need for this, so that 
as few families as possible have to go through this 
devastating situation. 

Yours sincerely. 


(\-<L 2 >oU 
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Setting up your plan couldn't be easier. Just decide what 
monthly income you need and give us a call. If II take five to 
ten minutes of your time to run through some questions, 
then well send you everything you need. We even fill in the 
forms for you! 


i* 


direct 

personal financial service 


Andrew Robert Salmon 


0345 900 900 


Open seven days a week from 8am to lOpm 


For your security, all calls to Virgin Direct will be recorded and randomly monitored. 
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How Britain lags 





WORLDS APART 


r Glenda Cooper 

dal AfbiraC orrespondent 

ritain has little statutory chfld- 
Lre provision and Uttle help 
ith childcare for mothers. 

Isually the limited number of 
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french view 


By Lucy Reid 

in Pans 

LAURE has just had her fiisi 
baby. A trainee teacher, aged 
24, she is due to return to work 
in April, when Lia is 12 weeks 
old. Since her husband is a stu- 
dent and the family relies on her 
income, she is mapping out 
her campaign to find a child- 
care place For her baby. 

The French system boasts a 
wide range of reasonably- 
priced. pre-school care facilities. 

The problem - as always in 
France - is that you have io 
know the ins and outs of a baf- 
fling system. Places arc highly- 
prized and hard to come by. 
Legend has it that it is harder 
to find the right place in a 
creche in France than to get into 
university. 

Laurc said: “You need to be 
organised and start place-hunt- 
ing early on, especially in Paris. 

I began looking when 1 was four 
months pregnant. We want a 
place in a city creche, but have 
been told that none is available 
before September.” 

Between April and Septem- 
ber L6a will go to an “assistante 
malernelle” (child-minder), 
which is far more expensive - 
about £18 a day as opposed to 
£8 in a creche. “Even then it’s 
the same thing - we won’t know 
whether a place is available un- 
til very late in the day. We are 
left playing a waiting game.” 

Working women like Laure 
have five basic childcare options 
within the French state system. 
In Paris, very young children 
with two working parents can be 
sent to city creches from the age 
of 10 weeks. A parent who is un- 
employed at the time of ad- 
mission has two-and-a-half 
mouths to find a job, after 
which time the child will he “ex- 
cluded” from the crechc. 

Payment operates on a slid- 
ing scale of £1.10 to £ 8.90 a day, 
according to income. While 


there is no official means test, 
parents must submit evidence of 
their income, as all establish- 
ments are required to balance 
the number of low and high in- 
come families. Fees are variable 
according to how many children 
auend (the more children you 
have, the cheaper it is). 

The “assistante mate me lie 
agrfiee liberate ” (registered 
childminder operating in her ;<■ . 
own home) is a more expensive V 
possibility, but the most 
favoured method of childcare in 
France. Two out of three chil- 
dren under the age of three are 
looked after by childminders. 

Any parent, regardless of in- 
come, can claim benefits to 
cover the cost of the childmin- 
der's National Insurance 
charges, and claim 25 per cent 
of the childminder’s fees ( up to 
£1,500 per child) against tax. 

Mothers working only part- 
time can turn to “ Ha Ires - 
Gardcrics” . Children (from 0-6 
years) are admitted for three 
sessions a week (12 hours in to- 
tal). Single parents and students 
can have five sessions a week. 

Fourthly, there is the state 
nursery school (La Maternelle). I 
Admission is from the age of 
two, on the strict condition 
that the child is potty-trained. 

In practice, priorily is given to 
older children, because of a 
shortage of places. Nursery 
school is free for all, but less 
well-off families, single-parent 
families and families with two 
working parents go to the top 
of the wailing lists. , 

Finally, parents wishing to 
have their child looked after at 
home can claim the “Aide a la 
Garde del’Enfam a Domicile” 
(Aid for looking after children 
at home), which the Socialist 
government cut last year. The 
AGED, available to two work- 
ing parents earning less than 
f30,000,now provides a tax 
break of up to £3,600 a year per 
child under three and less for 
older children and wealthier 
parents. 
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firm is 
given deadline 
to come clean 
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TZLS!!?*!? share holders 
CHfecb have been given 17 days 
IQ prove they are and prop- 
er* to be involved in running the 
National Lottery, itwaaf an- 
nounced yesterday, 

JolrijStoker, acting regula- 
tor of Oflot, said he was satis- 

fiedall Bnks between GIfech and 

its disgraced former director 

Gay Snowden had been severed 

m the wake of allegations that 
he tried to bribe Richard Bran- 
son, but he said the company 
stffl needed to dispel concerns 
over its ethics and business 
practices before he could decide 
whether Camelot should cany 
on running the lottery. 

The company has been giv- 
en until 9 March to give assur- 
ances on the legality of Glfech 
business practices both past 
and present around the world. 
Under terms of the National 
Lottery Act, the licence to ran 
the game can be revoked if any 
person managing the lottery or 
benefiting from it “is not a fit 
and proper person to do so." 
Mr Snowden, the then head 


of US-based GTech, resigned 
aeariy three weeks ago after Mr 
Pinson was awarded £100.000 
m damages over Mr Snowden’s 
pleged attempt to bribe him 
who abandoning his attempt to 
the franchise. 

x _ *^ e jury accepted that the 
v^gin tycoon was telling the 
troth when he claimed that Mr 
Snowden offered the bribe as 
the two men lunched at Mr 
Branson’s London home in 
1993. Following an initial in- 
vestigation in the wake of the 
hearing, Mr Stoker, who was ap- 
pointed acting regulator after 
Peter Davis's resignation, said 
he noted that no evidence had 
been pat forward during the 
hearing that tbe board of Glfech 
had been involved in the at- 
tempted bribe. 

He added that no GTech of- 
ficials had been found guilty of 
wrongdoing in tbe US “in the 
furtherance of Glfech’s inter- 
ests”. 

But he said: “I have noted 
also the gravity of the fact that 
Mr SllOWden, as rhafrman and 
chief executive of the company, 
offered a bribe to Mr Branson: 


the view expressed by Mr* Bran- 
son and others that he did so as 
the company's alter ego; and 
continuing concern about some 
of GTbch's apparent business 
practices in tbe United States. 

“1 have asked tbe board of 
GTfecb Holdings Corporation, 
by March 9 to provide me with 
evidence in support of their fit- , 
ness and propriety to be in- 
volved in and benefit from the 
UK National Lottery. 

“Having considered then- 
representations _ 1 will reach 
my conclusions on whether it 
would be appropriate for me to 
take further action under the 
National Lottery Act 1993.” 

He added that he was satisfied 
that Mr Snowden’s resi gnatio n 
from the board of GIfech and its 
US parent company, GIfech Cor- 
poration, had removed him from 
influence over the UK Lottery. 
Although Mr Snowden still has 
a 1 per cent shareholding in 
GTech, Mr Stoker said this was 
not grounds enough to revoke 
Camelot’s licence. 

But he warned if that share- 
holding were to grow in future, 
giving Mr Snowden influence 


Redwood takes to the road 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


John Redwood is planning to 
bounce back after being slapped 
down by William Hague by 
. spearheading a Tbry roadshow 
Y on the risks facing Britain over 
the single currency. 

The shadow trade and in- 
dustry secretary, who was 
forced to withdraw critical com- 
ments about the City of London 
honouring Chancellor Helmut 
Kohi, will begin a tour on Mon- 


day in Sunderland. What is cer- 
tain to be dubbed the Redwood 
Euro-sceptic roadshow has 
dates set for Newcastle, Edin- 
burgh, Reading, Bi rmingham 
Manchester and Exeter. 

Mr Hague’s approval for the 
leading Euro-sceptic to take a 
tour on the single currency will 
dismay pro- euro "grandees” of 
the party led by Michael Hes- 
eltme and Kenneth Darke, 
who are holding a pro-Emu 
seminar at the Commons next 
month with business leaders. 


Mr Hague today will tell 
Tbiy councillors at a conference 
in London that be is seeking a 
change of culture in the party 
in favour of local government 
Criticising his predecessors. 
Lady Thatcher and John Major, 
he will say: “For too long we 
treated local government local 
government elections and local 
councillors as though they 
didn’t matter. We spent too 
much time reorganising local 
government and not enough 
time campaigning for it" 
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Courts 
to accept 



Colour revival: Coventry Cathedral's tapestry, which has just been cleaned at a cost of £17,000. Graham Sutherland^ 
74ft by 38ft Christ in Gfory, made 36 years ago, is the biggest one-piece tapestry ever produced Photograph: Tom Riston 


evidence 

Pictures and images produced 

gOT, digital technology can be 
safely used as evidence in 
coarts, a House of Lords com- 
mittee said yesterday. 

■But the Lords select com- 
mittee on science and technol- 
ogy called for greater control 
ever closed-circuit television 
(CCTV) surveillance systems 
operating in public places. 

It align warned that public 
confidence in CCTV systems 
would be damaged if images 
. from them were passed too of- 
ten to television companies for 
entertainment use. 

The Lords inquiry, which 
took evidence from the Crown 
Prosecution Service and the As- 
sociation of Chief PbOce OfiBreis. 
said: “We were pleased to fin d 

that digital images, which we ini- 
tially thought might create dif- 
ficulties for the courts, do not. 
But it recommended new mea- 
sures to authenticate the images. 

Chaired by Lord Craig of 
Radley, the committee also 
suggeaed thereshould be a uni- ■ 
form policy on the control and 
release of CCTV images from 

pubfic^ownedsinvefllancetys- 
tems. It quoted a case where im- 
ages of a man attempting to 

commit suicide were released Ity 
Brentwood Council to the BBC, 

prompting the man to seek a ju- 
dicial review. The High Court, 
however, found there had been 
no breach of the law. 

The committee also said it 
had learned that police au- 
thorities might be paid fay the 
media for tapes used in a vari- 
ety of television programmes. 

The human rights organisa- 
tion Justice welcomed the com- 
mittee’s call for tighter controls. 
Its senior legal officer, Madeleine 
Colvin, said: “CCTV is more 
than a tool for reducing crime. 
Jt also provides the ability to 
watch and record people inpub- 
lic places. It therefore raises im- 
portant dvfl liberties issues.” 
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The new Daihats ' removabte fascia and a 3 year unlimited mileage warranty. All from just £12.200 on the road. Call 0800 618 618 for details. THE NEW TERfOS. A SMALL CAR TO LOOK UP TO. 
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Duke’s wedding cake 
goes for £17,000 


' PRIVATE and personal pcs- P 
sessions of the Duke an P 
Duchess of Windsor were at- * 

^aoingfeverediniere^afas 

■sales continued at Sotbeb/s 

-in New York yesterday. ; 

r -. Reports of the bidding 
'-frenzy descended into the 
I ridiculous as it was reported 

s^raissw. 

2 SR 5 SUSS 

in a 3 in-square white box, tod 

been valued at up to $1,WW 

(£660) id a pre-sale estimate. 

More than 40,000 lots are 
being sold from the Bob de 
Boulogne mansion in Kins 
where the royal couple toed 
in exile after the abdication 
crisis in 1936. The sale : was 
arranged by Mohamed Al 
Paved, the owner of Harrods 
who now owns the properly. 

The opening session or 
the sale, which will take place 

over nine days, attracted » 

audience of more than 1,000 


potential buyers and tele- 
phone bids from across the 

world. Among the lots is the 
table on which the Duke, 
then Edward VIH, signed ms 

abdication in 1936 so that he 

could many “the woman I 
love” - V&llis Simpson- 
‘This is the biggest auction 
we've ever held in the United 

—1 nrJWfirm 


more oi , .. 

history," said Sotheb/s 


ioV back to the 17th centu- 
ry to find anything compara- 
ble - the sale of Jhe 

possessions of Charles I. 

Aneariy highlight was the 

sale of a ceremonial sword giv- 
en to Edward in July 1911 to 
mark his installation asa 
duke. Valued at up to £36JX)U, 
the sword sold for £28,000. 

A portrait of the Duchess 
by the late British painter 
Cecil Beaton, valued before 
the sale at £10,000 was pur- 
chased for £80,000. 
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— —I Inquiry 

look into 

C)D link 

| with water 



Whichever way 
interest rates go, with our 
capped rate mortgage 
you'll always be smiling. 







I SSlSE Sny. one of four rendering 

The official BSE inquiry few T*"**® 1 SShSTrfwIi 
to of potentially infected cattle 

UK could have been caused by rC “^i aiow that infected ma- 
material from infected cattl from infected animal 

leaking into water supplies- ^tb this disease can 

A spokeswoman for thein , lon periods in the 

vestigation confirmed yesterday ^ n vironment - years we're talk- 

examine allegations he said. 

by Dr Alan Colchester, con » rea iiy quite strong cv- 

sultant neurologist at Gu£s ^^^east some years 
Hospital in London, who be- Oeaom 
Uev£ water in Kent may toe J ,to miil 

been contaminated p^^edl: infected remains 

.rsrsarfi 

Lesssxk =-s*£- 9 ns , 

“S\r:reSce q^Ju-u-erto- 
tomjllquaner^tata^ “gfStd ^ potency 

" the to sou could infect humamr 
^ Show it led to the fatal who came into contact with it 

5 SSSKBS£ 

gwhichhassofarfeUed 

I “We are involved in taking since 1991, says it has invested 
evidence from all the scientists £5m on transforming the ren- 
wfao we think the inquiry should dering plant into one of the most 
hear from," the spokeswoman sophisticated in the country, 
said. “We are not singling out The Mid Kent Water Corn- 
anyone at this stage" pany says its tests prove the wa- 

However early next month ter is safe. However, there is no 
the inquiry, led by Lord Justice proven test for BSE in water. 
Phillips, will start calling people But David Richardson, plant 

to give oral evidence as a follow manager at Thruxted Mill ad- 
up to the present collection of milled that “raw material" was 
written data. put outside the plant before he 

Five of the 23 people who arrived in 1994. 
have died from v-CJD came “It was outside when I first 
I from Kent and two others had came here: there wasn’t odour 
1 connections with itae county, Dr control, there was poor infra- 
Colchester treated a number of structure, no proper effluent 
the cases in the Ashford area, treatment, so therefore we 
I Speaking yesterday on the Ra- were, from day one, fighting an 

1 1 dio 4 Today programme, he ex- historic battle.” 

Steam builds up 
on Channel link 


,n I 


Yes 


Britain will be sidelined in Eu- 
rope on “a rusty branch line 
from Brussels” if the high speed 
Channel Tunnel rail link is not 
built, a conference was told to- 
day. 

Delegates from the public 
and private sectors gathered in 
Birmingham to launch the Fast 
Tracks to Europe Alliance, a 
group committed to ensuring 
the rail link stays on track. 

National Planning Forum 
chairman Stewart Stacey told 
delegates: “If Britain is to be at 
the heart of Europe, it is neither 
acceptable that London is on a 


The Alliance believes the 
building of the link and new sta- 
tions at Ebbsfleet in Kent, Strat- 
ford and St Pancras in London 
will be vital to businesses across 
the country. It also hopes to se- 
cure links from the Channel 
Tunnel to the West and East 
Coast Mainline. 

The chairman of the Local 
Government Initiative, 
Cheshire councillor Derek 
Bateman, said the project had 
been mishandled from its in- 
ception. 

“Changes in route, changes 
in costs, changes in whether itfs 
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rusty branch from Brussels nor public or private sector, changes 
that our regions are beyond the in the whole rail industry ... the 
buffer slops." list goes on. I have every sym- 

The group Look action after pathy with John Prescott’s cur- 
it was revealed that London & rent dilemma, given the 
Continental Railways was hav- situation be has inherited, and 
ing difficulty fulfilling the con- I can only wish John weU in 
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tract to build the proposed climbing out of a deep bomb 
£5.4bn route. crater hole, dug by others." 
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A NEW GENERATION 
iHn _ OF CLEANERS 

M Dyson Uprights and Cylinder combine 


Currys 


DYSON DE ST1JL 
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ULTRA-SLIM 
NEW DYSON 


I Unique filtration system 
for the cleanest expelled 
air of any upright cleaner. 

I Brushes that adapt to 
delicate rugs, smooth 
floors and thick carpets. 

I Ultra-slim profile for easy 
cleaning underneath 
furniture. 

I Easy to store with 
extendible hose cap 
to hang cleaner 
from wall. 
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ON A HUGE RANGE OF VACUUM CLEANERS 


KENWOOD — 

LiqoMbar WL 

■5b*e speed 
■ 1 Here capacity. H 
Model BL350. ™ 

Was £2239. 


FINAL reduction 
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CYLINDER l \ l Y ■ 
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DYSON ABSOLUTE 

Dual Cydone Cylinder Cleaner 

Model DCG2 ABSOLUTE. «»£ pmCB 
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MOULINEX son 

Food Processor sale price 

Model UASTERCHEF 450. 
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DAEWOO 

Cydnder Cleaner 
1100 wan motor. 
Model RC105. 

Was £54.93, 


ELECTROLUX 

Cylinder deanur __ 
1200 watt motor. Hattl 
Model 1150. nil] 

Inn rain Ir4> 


GOBLIN Cylinder Oca 
1300 wan motor. 

Model AZTEC Kill 

Price Exciudlng [£VJ 

Trade in £79.99- fi! 
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SANYO Cyfin der deaner 

■ 1300 wan motor, 

■ Chrome body EpfHm 

Model 5C77A Hn|l 

Wos£UfcW. 

Was £79.99. 


SANYO VWlow Cylinder Cleaner 

■ 1400 wan motor, ■wm emc m 

■ 7-stage filtration. ■M WA 

Model scan. f U| -fit 

Was £119.99. IliJ » * 
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AND ‘ ' * 
EXCLUSIVE,' * 


LATEST 
FEATURES 
INCLUDE 


i Unique 

removable 
pod and 
thermostat. 

i Completely 
dishwasher 
safe when 
electrics 
removed. 

i Useful cord 
storage 
facility. 

i variable 
thermostat 
control. 




KENWOOD ^ 

Coolwafl Deep Fryer • 

Model DF350- 

CURKYS PRICE 
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ELECTROLUX ^ 

Tower System* 

Upright Cleaner 

Model POWER SYSTEM 1710. 

Was £22839: 

Was £149.99. SALE PRICE 
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Model 1E33. 
Was 139-99. 
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Nunuitic International 
a 1000 wart motor. 

■ He's simple, fnerxfly 
and very powerM. 
Model HVR200a 
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SWAN ► 

2-Slke Codwafl 
Green Toaster 
Model AG1RG. 

Was £2439. 
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KETTLES & T0A5 t EK 2 
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40 mm 
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HALF 

PRICE 
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Cordless Jug Kettle 

Model 3087. 

Was £29.99. 

SALE PRICE 


FINAL REDUCTION 


PANASONIC 


Cyfinder deaner 

■ 1 SCO vratl motor. 

■ S-Oass filtration. 

Model MCE 96 Z W» £ 14939 . Untae Price f 13999 . 


MIELE 

Cylinder Cleaner 

■ 1500 wart motor. 

■ Tools included. 
Model S31 21. 
was £159.99. 


MIELE cylin der Chaner 

■ TSOO watt variable MjffHSAJ 

■Speoahy desired fl 

for pet hairs. 

Model -CAT & DOG*. WBs £19939. 


£ 19.99 
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FINAL 
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RUSSELL HOBBS_ 

*-S4ca Cootwafi Toastar JAiX I 

■ Frozen bread VVJI £ 

setting. Bill f I 

■ variable browning. RHil 11 
Model 9213. Was £2939 


PHILIPS UterttoeCortfwka 



TEFAL Conflen FUtmr Jug Kettle 
Large extra fine 
mesh filter prevents 
timescale build-up. 
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£ 50 


UPRIGHT CLEANERS 

SAVE TOTAL OF 400 


FINAL REDUCTION 


ELECTROLUX 


■70 _ 

> r-r- 

i60 


FI NAL REDUCTI ON 
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HOOVER 

Upright Cleaner HR 

■ 1100 wan motor. 

■ 5-stage filtration. 

Model U2188. 
Wg£13»3jC Was £119.99 



FINAL REDUCTION 
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MICROWAVES I |T 
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FINAL RED UCTION 
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SANYO 

Upright Owner 
1200 watt motor. 

Model SCA6N. 

was £12939. 


9 a 


:30 


EOT 


i60 


HOOVER Pi tfower Upright Cleaner 
1200 watt mouse BfiSTSS 
Model U3120- Bfl 

weflBwj B*I»1 fl laas 

ujuf |WCE ■AOanA* Ask for details 


pfl MASON IC 

L^rigbt Ooner HUM 

■ 1300 W5« Tnosnc VT1 ««fl 

■ Bectrostadc BUI{||3JS 

firtradon. *5*- 

Model MCE560. Was £12939- 


ELECTROLU X -R-rsmw 

Uqrt^e Qmner wMi MCTM «»« 
Bag or Bsgkss Oaring BVTV 41 
1500 watt power. B 111 Cl I 
ModelP0WER 

SYSTEM 1720. In-store Price £18839. 


VAX Hard Floor Qeaner 

Model SAHARA. 1|UB SAUHtKB 
Was £24999. |T| 4QA 

BUY NOW PAY IHIl £13359 

S MOWTHS UCTBtt l* » . 7 

IRS KETTLE OR TOASTHl Ask for detafis 


ELECTRO LUX Tower System- 

Upright Oeaner . MWPPPfmYS naa 

H £ 209« 

wen variable mouse. H0iShM| 
Model POWER SYSTB4 1740. 


SAVE 


MATSU! m 

03 cu-fL Mkrowav* 

■ 700 watts power 

output 

■ 5 power levels. 
Model 164. 


BELLING . 

0.7 oi JH. MBcrawave KjSl 

■ BOO vratts power |LT,1 1 

output m¥A*m fl 

■5 power lew*. ***** — S3 

M0dal-361M. was £9939. 


SANYO 03 a Llt Mtoonwe 

■ Super StaMrWsveHnHrsui 
aoUng system. WBI R 
■750 watts power BUB rl 
output lUei — -- 

Model EM5002. Was £8339. 
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PAN ASO N I C dj cu.it 

UknaMM wfth Gifl nKuima 

■ 1300 warn VT1 4|7Q 

variaUe quartz grilL Ri|| r I #1<u 

■ BOO watts power lai 111 » J| 
output Model NNK657. was £19939. 



MATSU1 BBEfia uc 

IBuu—wflbM 

■ 800 warn power WF 

output Hll 

■ 1000 wans (pfIL mmm 
Model 1G6TG. was £10939. 


Mctth. 'tenth Qwhri 
(UB siuEPncB 
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HEATING 

SAVE <80 


CARLTON Hi 

Fan Heater HIM SAtfPl 

■2kW powerful |BFB A* 
heating output ■PH flJ 
■ 3 heat settings. ■ULl!! 
Model 2000. was CJ639. was £13.99. 


PHILIPS Fan Heatar 

■ 7.AW heat output HeMrumfsl 
■Thermostatic ■■ 

control. Brl ,Ji 

Model HD3346. IfB 

Wa* £26.99. 


GLEN 

OttfBled Radator HB SAU P 

■ ihW output m 7/ 

■ variable ^£l f 3 * 

thermostat 

Modal 21 5G. was £3939. 


GLEN Convector Hewer whh Tin 

■ ZcW powerful hBB~saup 

hooting output ■■ so. 

■ Frostguwd vetting. 

Model 2172. fJ> 

Was £3739. 
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RUSSELL HOBBS 

StaMess Steel ttadtUonal Confiess 
HtarHetde 
■ 1.7 Une capacity. 

■Anfrscale filter. BSTmom 


Stainless Steel 
2-SSte CoohweO 


■Variable browning. 

■ Frozen bread setting. 

Model 922213121. 

Total Separate Setting Price £89.99. 



IRONS 


j-fA'i si I*! 



CARLTON m 

Strata ripray Iron Bjgggjj 
■ Ahnriniian iolepiate.BN 
■Variable steam ^nul 
setting. ^BbW 

Model SF703. Wm £1239. 


CARLTON non 

JW-of-Staaro Iron lit'-'- 

■ variable steam. VI* 

■ Large vftJhlewBterBI| 

lank. Hh 

Model iSBOl Was £2139 


Model HI 242. 
was £2939 


TEFAL bbo 

Jet-af-5 teem Iron — i 

■ UttragTide sokplate. W 

■ Replaceable and- n 
sale cassette. 

Model 1921. Was £46.99. 
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Many of our current prices 
are Cunys lowest ever. Find 
a lower price for the same 
product and offer, complete, 
new. boxed and in stock in a 
local shop within 7 days of 
purchase and we'll match it 

WE'LL N EVER 
BE BEATEN 


tBUY MOW PAY 1999 


MASTERCARE 


tBUY NOW PAY 
UP TO ' 
12 MONTHS LATER 




Currys 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 

AH Superstores offer easy parking, tat* night shopping »nd Sunday opwatag. 
Ring 0990 500049 for detaBs of your naarost sent*. 

Written quotations from CurTys, Dept MK, Kernel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7TG. 
Currys are licensed credit brokers. Ask in-store for details. 


WATCH OUT FOR OUR 
VOUCHER SPECIALS! 


Look out far the spwdil voodiw savings on srieoed produos ifaroughoul this advertiseme nt. Simply take this advert to any Cimrys 
store to delta your dbcounL One voucher saving per purchase. Sook voucher often are nahemathn to existing trade-bi often. 
Not far use whh other offers. Branch w* only. Dbxount using Code 4 (Head Office offer). HURRY! These voucher prices veld only 
until Wftfciesdw 2Stii February 1998 Uriels otherwise stated. 
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Chemicals, bugs and deadly toxins — the new 


fre ( 


Symptoms: Fever, malaise, 
fetigMe, cough and mild chest 
discomfort Is followed by 
severe respiratory distress 
vvith dyspnea, diaphoresis, 
stridor and cyanosis. Shock 
and death occurs within 24 
to 36 hours of severe 
symptoms. 


History: Anthrax spores 
were weaponised by the US 
in the 1950s and 1960s 
before the programme was 
terminated As recently as 
1995 Iraq admitted to 
weaponising anthrax. 


Charles Arthur, 
Science Editor, on 
how to make the 
weapons, while 
Nicholas von 
Herberscein looks 
at their history 
and lethal effect 


Treatment: h is usually not 
effective after symptoms are 
present, however the US 
Army medical management 
suggests high dose antibiotic 
treatment with penicillin, 
ciprofloxacin or doxycydine. 


Symptoms: Stomach pains, 
dizziness, diarrhoea, 
muscular weakness. The 
whole body including the 
muscles of the respiratory 
system become paralysed, 
leading to death by 
suffocation within days. 


History: Several countries 
have admitted to weaponising 
botulinum toxins, including 
Iraq. In 1995 it was revealed 
that Iraq not only researched 
but had filled and deployed 
more than 100 munitions with 
botulinum toxins. 


Lethal dosage: The most 
lethal substance known to 
man. One teaspoon can kill 7 
million people. 


Treatment: A vaccine is 
available for those at high risk 
of exposure, but must be tak- 
en in advance. No known 
antidote after the symptoms 
appear. 


THE NEWS that you can buy 
anthrax by mail order may come 
as a shock to many, but a decade 
ago two experts in the field of 
chemical and biological weapons 
noted that in the United States, 
“marijuana is more closely reg- 
ulated ... than access to and dis- 
tribution of most deadly 
biological cultures' 1 . And we ail 
know how successful the “war on 
drugs” has been in the US. 

Ibday, anthrax is still on 
sale: the American Type Culture 
Collection in Rockville, Mary- 
land, offers four different kinds 
- shipped freeze-dried, and 
costing about $140 (£8$) for a 
sample. The ATCC describes its 
mission as “to acquire, au- 
thenticate, and maintRin refer- 
ence cultures, related biological 
materials, and associated data, 
and to distribute these to qual- 
ified scientists in government, 
industry, and education". Its cat- 
alogue contains thousands of 
samples of viruses, bacteria and 
other toxins. 

However, as investigators 
have noted, , persuading the 
ATCC that you are a suitably 
qualified scientist is “about as dif- 
ficult as forging a prescription” 

Considering that, and the 
fact that you can produce 
enough chlorine to kill at least 
one person (probably yourself) 
using items found under most 
household sinks, the question is: 
why do terrorists rarely choose 
to wage war using biological or 
chemical weapons? 

The broad answer is that 
their toxicity makes them far 





visions, 


-,jvhlir 


History: 

developed by Dr Gerhard 
Shrederinim^^ 
produced by die 

the Second World VVfer. 







Treatment: SeJMnjecaon 

ofAtrepine or oxime into 

the thfeb. Auto inject^ .are 
miliary only- "« SM ' lable " 

■ Ll!<- 


Lethal dosage: A smart 

quantity splashed on the 

skin will produce enough 
vapours to exceed the lethal 

> nr 


vapuui a ■ — 

dosage (one teaspoon of 

sarin can kill 10.000 people). 


Symptoms: Runny nose, 
tightness of chest, dimming 
of visions, drooling, 
involuntary urination or 
defecation, twitching, 
jerking, convulsion, coma 
and finally cessation of 
breathing and death. 


War ritual: Israeli dancers wearing plastic sheets and gas masks perform at a ‘germ warfare’party In a Tel Aviv nightclub eariy yesterday Photograph: AFP 


History: A technological 
improvement over the sarin 
gas, mass production of VX 
began in die United States in 
1961. 


more dange rous to man ufacture 
and handle than a standard 
bomb. Few would have the con- 
fidence, or the training, of the 
members of the Red Army Fac- 
tion, which in 1 984 was discov- 
ered to be growing the bacterial 
botulinal toxin in a bathtub. 

Intelligence experts reckon 
that proper growth and control 
of a bacterial toxin requires ex- 
pertise not only in graduate- 
level microbiology, but also in 
pathology, aerosol physics and 
even meteorology, because not 


only do you have to grow your 
bug in a bacterial brewery (cost- 
ing some thousands of pounds), 
you also have to know bow to 
distribute it without kflhng your- 
self first, and without it dying in 
the flask- deadly microbes are 
often surprising^ sensitive. 

Toxins and organisms such as 
non, bubonic plague and an- 
thrax probably pose more dan- 
ger to the terrorist than the 
target. In addition, there’s always 
an incubation period before 
the effect of any attack will be 


seen, creating the problem of 
whether to claim responsibility 
early on (which might allow vac- 
cination and precautions) or 
wait, and perhaps discover that 
your efforts are ignored. 

By contrast, the dedicated 
mass-murderer might think that 
chemical weapons such as sarin 
and VX (both nerve agents) and 
mustard gas sound preferable. 
Both have clearly visible effects 
within minutes of exposure. 
But it's the manufacture and re- 
lease which pose the major 


hurdle. Although ballpoint-pen 
ink and insecticides are both, ac- 
cording to the Canadian Secu- 
rity Intelligence Service, “only 
one chemical step away from 
sarin”, it is a big step. 

Producing nerve agents and 
other chemical weapons requires 
the manipulation of reagents 
such as hydrofluoric add and 
otganophosphales, and it’s criti- 
cal to get the temperatures and 
amounts correct, or you end up 
with a relatively harmless soup. 

For all those reasons, only 


the cultish terrorist groups such 
as the Baader-Meinhof Group 
and Aum Shinn Kyo. which at- 
tracted highly educated people, 
have opted for such means. 

Of course, for Iraq, which 
has a number of very intelligent 
and well-trained scientists, such 
technologies are relatively easy 
to obtain and fund. But the un- 
certainty factor, such as the 
problem if the wind blows 
chemical weapons back into 
your own territory, generally 
forestalls their use. 


Treatment: Self-Injection 
of Atropine or oxime into 
the thigh. Though not 
I available to general public, 
auto injectors are issued to 
] ail military forces as part of 
their NBC equipment. 


Lethal dosage: Dermaily 
VX is 300 times more toxic 
chan sarin. The amount one 
can place on che head of a 
pin is sufficient to produce 
death in a human being. 


Hi 
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DIY terrorist's arsenal 



William Leavitt (left) and Larry Harris in court in Nevada, charged with possession of germ warfare agent 

Anthrax scare shocks America 


By Tim Cornwell in Los Angeles 

AMERICANS reded from the shock of a 
major terrorist scare yesterday, with 
television news and talk shows filled with 
discussion of an alleged anthrax plot in 
Nevada. 

But the details of the affair, in which two 
men were arrested and charged with pos- 
session of the deadly germ warfare agent, 
became increasingly murky. 

As the United States prepared for mil- 
itary action against Iraq, justified in large 
part by its alleged chemical and biological 
weapons program, Larry Harris, 46. and 
William Leavitt 47, appeared in a Nevada 
courtroom laden with leg and arm shackles. 

Test results were awaited yesterday to 
determine whether they had indeed been 
driving down the Las Vegas strip with an- 


thrax in the boot of their car. Harris, a 
trained microbiologist, had ties to a far-right 
white supremacist group, the Aryan Na- 
tions. as recently as 1995, claiming the rank 
of Lieulenaot-Cblonel. 

Hours after an informant reported he 
had bragged of possessing “military-grade"’ 
anthrax, a team of 100 FBI agents and po- 
lice swooped on the two men. 

President Bill Clinton was briefed per- 
sonally on the case. But a lawyer for Leav- 
itt described his client as a respectable 
businessman and former Mormon bishop 
who was interested in investing in radical 
treatments for victims of biological warfare. 

Harris has claimed to be testing a ray 
machine that kills toxic bacteria like anthrax 
and bubonic plague. Tests continued yes- 
terday on the car the men were driving, 
which was isolated and wrapped in plastic 


at a US airbase. Eight tolO leather ba^ 
marked “biological" and stashed in the boot 
were apparently the focus of the FBL 

But Leavitt's lawyer predicted that sci- 
entists would ford only anthrax vaccine used 
on form animals. When the news broke res- 
idents of suburban Henderson, near Las Ve- 
gas, flooded local radio stations with calls 
asking whether they should evacuate. 

With many questions still to be answered 
about the case, it was Harris’ name that ap- 
parently triggered the massive response. 
Last year, he pleaded guilty to acquiring 
plague bacteria by mail order from a lab- 
oratory, but claimed his research for a book 
was aimed at preventing rather than caus- 
ing biological terror. The FBI affidavit, how- 
ever, said that last summer, he had spoken 
of his plans to unleash bubonic plague tox- 
in in the New York subway. 


How cult caused 
death on the 
Tokyo subway 


UN fears over 
Iraqi armoury 


AT THE height of the morning 
rush hour on 20 March 1995, 
commuters on three lines on the 
Tokyo subway began to notice 
an unpleasant smell. Many 
began to feel sick, others suf- 
fered headaches and pain in 
their eyes. By the time the 
trains stopped at the stations, 
disgorging thousands of faint- 
ing. vomiting passengers, the 
damage had been done, writes 
Richard Lloyd Parry. 

Twelve people died and 
more than 5,000 others suffered 
ill-effects, ranging from tem- 
porary nausea to post- trau- 
matic mental illness and 
per ma nent coma. The sense of 
shock in Japan, a country with 
low rates of violent crime and 
no history of domestic terror- 
ism, was incalculable. 

The Tbkyo nerve-gas attack, 
an attempt to kick-start the 
Apocalypse by a religious cult 
named Aum Shinn Kyo, was the 
first terrorist use of chemical 
weapons. That a bunch of Bud- 
dhist crackpots in white pyjamas 

could manufacture the nerve gas 

sarin and release it into the mid- 
dle of the world’s biggest city 
caused alar m not just in Japan, 
but in security agencies around 
the world. 

The story of Aum is in some 
ways-fllustraies the difficulties m 
the large- scale amateur manu-. 
facture of weapons of mass 
destruction. If the sarin attack 
owed much to the ingenuity of 
the Aum leader, Shofco Asahara, 
it also had a lot to do with the 
incompetence of the Japanese 



1 



Shoko Asahara: Built ^ 
laboratories on Mt Fuji 

police who for months bad 
been bombarded with clues 
that Aum was up to no good. 

Aum, moreover, was not 
simply a bunch of deluded hip- 
pies — among its members were 
scientists and technicians from 
some of the best universities in 
the country. Asahara built well- 
equipped laboratories in huge 
metal sheds on the slopes of Mt 
Fuji. He imported ex-Soviet 
technology and know how and 
over the years thousands of 
tonnes of chemicals were 
assembled at the Aum HQ, 
allegedly for the manufacture of 
fertiliser. But even with these 
resources, Aum's most ambi- 
tious plans failed. 

On occasions Aims members 
attempted to disperse anthrax 
and botulism in Tbkyo, but the 
anticipated decimation of the 
city never took place. 


By Fran Abrams 
and Andrew Marshall 

DESPITE seven years of 
inspections, the United 
Nations still fears that Iraq 
harbours a huge potential 
armoury of chemical and bio- 
logical weapons. 

The Uoscom executive 
chairman, Richard Butler, says 
in his latest report that Iraq 
could produce as much as 200 
tons (ISO metric tons) of the 
deadly nerve agent VX and con- 
tinues to conceal information 
about its missile warheads. 

Mr Butler reported after 
meetings in Iraq last month that 
his previously “businesslike" 
talks with the Iraqis had been 
punctuated by “abuse" and “den- 
igration." Although the change 
of manner came in a dispute over 
access to eight “presidential 
sites," Mr Butler’s reports show 
there is real cause for concern. 
The sites are huge and contain 
other buildings, including ware- 
houses as well as palaces. 

UN inspectors who have 
been working to identify and de- 
stroy Iraq’s armoury since 1991 
have reported mixed progress. 
Most of Saddam Hussein’smis- 
siJes and a large number of 
chemical weapons had been 
destroyed, they said, but there 
were real fears about his bio- 
logical warfare programme. 

The information given by 
Iraq about biological weapons 
had been inaccurate and often 
contradictory. However, it was 
believed that It held quantities 
of aflatoxin, which destroys the 
imm une system, bot u li n u m tax- 
in, simulant B and anthrax 
spores. 

The Iraqis have admitted fin- . 
irig R400 bombs with anthrax 


spores and botulinum toxin, 
though it is not known how 
many. The latest bulletin from 
the country's officials “fails to give 
a remotely credible account of 
Iraq’s biological warfare pro- 
gramme.” 

Similar problems existed 
with chemical weapons, though 
there had been more progress. 
Before the Gulf War, Iraq had 
procured more than 1,000 items 
of production equipment for 
chemical weapons including 
mustard shells, which cause 
terrible skin damage. Agent 
VX, a highly toxic nerve agent 
used against the Kurds at Hal- 
abja and sarin, the nerve agent 
used in Nazi gas chambers. 

In his latest draft report, the 
chief UN weapons inspector 
concludes that Iraq could pro- 
duce as much as 200 tons (180 
metric tons) of VX. Because the 
UN experts have not been able 
to assess Iraq’s abilities, “there 
. is ao credible technical reason 
why Iraq should fail in the pro- 
duction of VX," the report says. 

Uoscom had supervised the 
destruction of 325 pieces of 
equipment along with 275 tons 
of “precursor chemicals" for the 
weapons. However, much of the 
equipment was only discovered 
in August 1997 and inspectors 
believe the Iraqi government 
has thousands of tons of chem- 
icals which could be used to 
make weapons. 

Of 819 long-range missiles 
imported by President Saddam 
in the 1980s, 817 had been ac- 
counted for. Moqz than 500 had 
been usedinihe Iran-Iraq war, 
93 in the Gulf War and 77 in 
training and testing. The rest 
bad been destroyed, either uni- 
laterally or under supervision by 
Uoscom. 
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14/IRAQCRISIS 


Armada of 
doom lies 
in wait 
for Saddam 


Emma Daly, on a US aircraft-carrier in 
the Gulf watches preparations for war 


THE flight-deck of an aircraft- 
carrier, 60ft above the sea. is an 


awe-inspiring place to be, an ab- 
surd triumph of planning over 
common sense. Who would 
have thought that 4.5 acres of 
non-slip surface could act as 
runway to dozens of jet fighters, 
screaming on and off at over 
lOOmph, aided by steam-pow- 
ered catapults and heavy cables? 

The menace behind Kofi 
Annan's peace mission is em- 
bodied by the USS George 
Washington and USS Indepen- 
dence ^ the carriers leading 18 sis- 
ter ships of the US Navy’s Fifth 
Fleet through the jade waters of 
the Gulf. If Mr Annan's mission 
fails and the US decides to strike 
at Iraq, a deadly wave launched 
at sea will signal the start of Op- 
eration Desert Thunder. 

The first-time visitor can 
only stand, slack-jawed, as the 
ship's company, wearing colour- 
coded “float coals", or life- 
jackets, load missiles, dean 
windscreens or si eta I pilots 
during the 100 sorties the 70- 
plus planes fly a day. Take-off 
involves pinning the aircraft's 
nose to the steel head of a cat- 
apult Engines roar, steam pres- 
sure builds, then suddenly a pin 
snaps and the plane is rocket- 
ed down the runway and to- 
wards the warct.% o* the Gulf. 

To save space, planes move 
around on deck with their wings 
folded back like flies or bent up 
at right-angles, allowing crew- 


men to manoeuvre diem into 
tiny spaces, wing-tips touch- 
ing, for storage on the runway 
or in the hangar below. 

It is impressive enough to 
stand on the flight-deck and feel 
the power of the aircraft bunch- 
ing; it is positively awe-inspir- 
ing to fly off the ship under 
catapult power, even in a COD, 
as the small transport planes 
that bring in mall and visitors 
are known, and which does 0 to 
139mph in less than three sec- 
onds; an F-14 Tomcat fighter 
will reach 175mph by the time 
it leaves the 310ft runway. Pas- 
sengers in a COD, who sit fac- 
ing the tail and firmly strapped 
in by a harness, are ordered to 
grip the belts across the chest, 
brace their feet on the seat in 
front and lean forward for the 
“cat shot”. 

Adrenalin starts pum p in g 
(particularly around the quak- 
ing body of the nervous flyer) 
and then, with a rush and a 
whoop from the crew, you are 
flung back in your seat by an 
overwhelming force (about 8 to 
10G) - but only for a couple of 
seconds. There is a sudden re- 
lease and the plane is climbing, 
smoothly and calmly, away from 
the carrier. God only knows 
what it must feel like in a jet 
fighter. 

“Recovery” is another ar- 
resting experience: the shortest, 
sharpest landing you could have 
without actually crashing. In- 



Right stuff: Pilots kitting exit on the aircraft-carrier USS George Washington for a sortie in F-H Fighters PhotographReuters 


coming pOots lower a straight 
bar with a shallow hook at the 
end and then aim tor one of four 
steel cables stretched across 
the runway. The idea is to drop 
the wheels between wires three 
and four, so that the hook 
snags the third cable and drags 
the aircraft to a halt 300ft along 
the runway, which does not 
stretch the full quarter-mile 
length of the ship. 

“You're basically trying to 
land in about a 10ft square 
area.” said Lieutenant Greg 


HarvfUe, a COD pilot who flew 
us off the George Washington. 
“The first few times it is terri- 
fying.” 

Cables are checked each 
day. and each one is changed af- 
ter it has caught 100 planes. 

If a cable were to break - and 
it has happened - it would whip 
back and kill anyone in the way. 
The sounds of a landing, or 
“trap”, reverberate throughout 
the 17-deck ship, but anyone 
passing the eagine-rooru where 
the arresting gear operates is 


practically deafened by the 
screech as the cable rips out to 
catch 30 tons of jet fighter. 

Of course, landing on the 
carrier doesn't just involve 
touching down. First you must 
survive the “carrier break”, 
something aircrews explain to 
hapless civilians with some rel- 
ish and which is supposed to 
slow the aircraft down. What 
this means is that, as you ap- 
proach the ship flying low over 
the sea, the pilot yanks it to one 
side: the water appears at right 


angles as you hang in your seat, 
heart in your mouth, before it 
levels off for landing. 

The figbiers come in at 
about I45mph; the other planes 
slowdown to 95m ph or so -still 
quite an emergency stop. And 
everyone comes in on full throt- 
tle, because if you miss the wire, 
the sea looms large and ex- 
tremely dose and you had bet- 
ter be able to take off at once, 
known as a bolter. Thankfully, 
we only watched the night 
flights - Launch and recovery 


continues as normal after dark. 

Each carrier is loaded with 
4,600, 0001b of ammunit ion. The 
US armada in the Gulf carries 
18,690 sailors and marines and 
93 strike aircraft, along with 
planes that can listen to radar 
and radio and jam enemy sig- 
nals. It includes the USS Guam, 
an amphibious assault ship car- 
rying attack helicopters, and 
eight ships (induding two sub- 
marines) that can fire Toma- 
hawk cruise missiles, with a 
range of 1,000 miles. 


Kuwait 
embassy 
set for 

exodus 
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, delivered to US diplomats 
wait and Israel, one diplo- 
said. The American fami- 
ne not being ordered to 
5 but “if they want to 
. they can leave and the 
rament pays their way,” 

«- ■ i nk.hRiotnn said. 


fective immediately. 

There are some 8,000 Amer- 
ican civilians in Kuwait but the 
exact size of the US embassy 
staff was not immediately 
known. “We are not allowed to 
disclose this information but 
there are between 100 and 200 
US diplomats and dependants 
in Kuwait,” an embassy 
spokesman said. Several US 
embassy staff were seen on 
yesterday with their families in 
public in Kuwait. Diplomats in 
Kuwait said the much smaller 
German embassy there had al- 
ready made a similar move 
while it. the Spanish and Swiss 
embassies were due to distrib- 


ute gas masks to their citizens 
in Kuwait Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in August 1990 and was expelled 
by a US-led coalition in the 1991 
Gulf war. Reuters, Kuwait 
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Each of the hotels in the famous Inter-Continental Hotels and Resorts Group is equipped with the high- 
est level of service and facilities including: superb accommodation, great restaurants, room service, laun- 
dry and dry cleaning, in room satellite TV with movies, radio, minibar . direct dial telephone, complemented 
by the friendly, efficient service you would expect from the world’s most global hotel. 


A fantastic choice of locations is available, and each of the participating hotels is perfectly located for 
the tide's shopping areas, attractions and places of interest 


token 


1 

INDEPl&IDENT 

INDEPENDENT 

0 

wifr-costtnektal 

koti.lT wb 


terms and conditions 

lb participate in (be offer you must collect 4 differently numbered lo- 
tens from ibesercawc-will prim between February 21 and February 27. These 
tokens triB be redeemable at arty of the Inier-ContinemaJ and Forum betels 
listed in The I nde p end ent and Independent on Sunday. All prices shown 
are per room per weekend (couples for two nigfels) induding full English 
breakfast and VAt All bookings must be made using the Inter -CootaiMi- 
ial Control Reservation line. These special weekend rates for a minimum 2 
night stay are available on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights from Friday 
27 febwaiy irotfl April* 199S (buiffldndc the Easter period as noted above). 

Rates are payaNe in tocalcanefflyanddonotinclodeOawL Tbisoflc 7 cao- 

noi be used In conjunction with any other promotion. All reservations are 
subject la availability. 


The Independent and Independent on Sunday have joined forces with Inter-Continental Hotels 
to offer readers a unique 2 for t weekend promotion. Available at a selection of hotels in the UK 
and Europe, rates for these special weekends start from as little as £60 per room, per weekend and 
include breakfast for 2 each morning and all taxes'and service charges. This fantastic 2 for 1 deal, 
which represents a 50% saving on the usual weekend rates, is available exclusively to Indepen- 
dent readers, and is on offer every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from now right through until the 
end of April 1998. 


HOW TO BOOK 

Simply collect 4 out of the 7 tokens we will be printing every day until Friday 27th February. Choose 
the dates that you want to stay and telephone the Inter-Continental Central Reservation office on 0181 
847 2277. Callers should quote 'The Independent Weekend Promotion’ when making their bookina On 
your arrival at the hotel you should present your tokens in order to qualify. All bookings are subject to 
availibility. 1 


r-w Ml wm uu>>uo ■***•■ »«. . — m • -m-.i ly uccimshu I CUtJS, Will DP SU/aj ah In 

out the Easter period at the London and Edinburgh hotels. The 2 for 1 deal (or 4 for 2 durinnSSi 

will be on offer for a period of five nights, starting from Thursday 9th April right throuah 

13th April inclusive. a iwunaay 


Hotel later-continental 

London***** 

Located just off Park Lane, over- 
looking Hyde Park Comer and Buck- 
ingham Palace Gardens. With 458 
elegantly decorated bedrooms and suites, 
a fabulous French Restaurant, informal 
coffee shop and modem health dub and 
gym, the hotel boasts all the services and 
facilities you would expect from one of 
the capital's premier hotels. A brand new 
Club Inter-Continental executive floor is 
being launched in March. 

Rate(per room perl weekend) £189 


May Fair InterContinental 
London***** 

On Stratton Street just minutes from 
Bond Street in the heart of Mayfair, this 
hotel is famous amongst London’s 
celebrities for its supetb accommodation 
and facilities, including the fashionable 
Dew restaurant , Opus 70. The hotel also 
offers an in house health dub with swim- 
ming pool, gym facilities and beauty treat- 
ments. 


Rate(pcr room pert weekend) £195 

Churchill Inter-Continental 

London***** 

In Portman Square in the centre of the 
west End with the Oxford Street just two 
minutes walk. Recently renovated tolbe 
highest standards, the Churchill Inter- 
Continental boasts luxurious accommo- 
dation, a superb restaurant. Clementines 
and a nerw Churchill Bar & Cigar Divan. 
Guests have the use of a private tennis 
court just opposite the hotel. 

Ratcfper room pert weekend) £ 189 

The Forum Hotel London 

Perfectly situated dose to the shop- 
ping area of Kensington and Knights- 
bridge. With 27 floors, many of the hotels 
910 bedrooms and suites enjoy superb 
views over the London skyline. A wide 
choice of restaurants and tors indude the 
Gloucester Road Deli with its authentic 
Wew York' atmosphere and the Kens- 
ington Garden Cafe. 

Ratefper room pert weekend) £129 
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i Casanova's day rt was an 
* indrew Gumbel. Now the 

-JE PEACOCK couple made 

xion bv the waterfront outside tbeDqge s 

dace. With the glint of the 

, their saffron and periwinkle blue ; cos- 
mes, they gave each other a low styteed 
SSdSS intern* into the beaky «h..c 
isks hiding their faces. _ 

In the bawdv days of carnivals Pf^bis 
*i have been a >ove ? ’^ ™ 
m night of flirtatious debauchery. But m 

itis^d modern-day Venice, itw^e- 

m? altogether less exciting. The peaox* 
"lie Sd for a small crowd to gather 
5 und them, unfolded their arms to reveal 
; gold-sequinned interior of 

■ticukwsly tailored costumes - the ro 


excuse for wildness, says 
tourists have taken over 

busily coloured harlequin suits and soft vel- 
vet doublets, the diabolical black-hooded 
capes and plunging mnlti-coionred I bah 
gowns - look fantastic against the irresistible 
backdrop of the Piazza San Marco. It is 
remarkable that the designere and wear- 
ers of these outlandish outfits should 
spontaneously travel to Venice from the 
corners of the world for the sheer pto- 
sure of showing them off to the tourist 
groups and adult-education photography 
£ses who have dutifully followed them 

into town. . . 

But where are the parties that made car- 
nival famous for the length of Venice s 
memorable decline in the 18 th century. 
And where are the Venetians? By day. the 
carnival figures look like mannequins or 
^theatrical extras, not the iwdtere -they 
reoresenL By night, they are nowhere to 
beseen; for all but a handful of the fonw 
10 days the city slumps mto its habitual 



slumber shortly after the bars and restau- 
rants dose around 11 o’clock. 

Native Venetians make that sure they 
reach their souvenir shops and tourist 
restaurants early to catch the excellent pas- 


ing trade, but otherwise carnival appears 
to leave them thoroughly apathetic. Most 
of the old city’s population are pensioners 
who cannot stand the idea of late-night 
noise; rather than encouraging the festiv- 


ities, they have recently been devoting their 
energies to closing one of Venice’s few re- 
maining rock venues. 

When the Venice carnival was revived 
after a long hiatus in the late Seventies, the 
idea was to stage a proper festival, with mu- 
sic, poetry and plays oozing out of the d ty’s 
theatres. But as the tourist numbers have 
swelled, all but one of the city’s theatres 
have dosed-or, as in the case of the Femce 
opera house, burned down - leaving little 
by way of carnival venues. 

The lobe Tfeatro Gctfdoni is doing its best 
this year, putting on a crowded programme 
of events, including a play, a musical and 
concerts by Elvis Costello and David 
Byrne. Last night. Piazza San Marco 
hosted the inevitable masked ball, while to- 
morrow will see a parade of tore hilt 
boats around the lagoon illuminated by 
fireworks. 

These are isolated high spots, howev- 
er. Th&event would seem strangely blood- 
less to the man providing the theme of this 
year’s carnival, the pan-European bed- 
hopper and occasional spy Giacomo 
Casanova, who died exactly 200 years ago 


and now has a statue to his name gracing 
the waterfront near the Bridge of Sighs. 

Id Casanova's day, carnival started in Oc- 
tober and carried on until Lent. The 
masks and costumes broke down barriers 
of class and propriety and provided the per- 
fect excuse for everyone, from noble ladies 
to footmen, to broaden the range and num- 
ber of their sexual conquests. 

Hair was piled outrageously high and 
necklines cut outrageously low; revellers 
would proceed from parades of wild ani- 
mals, jugglers and tumblers to the theatre, 
and on to all-night sessions in gambling dens 
and whorehouses before appearing, di- 
shevelled and exhausted, for the ritual 
morning parade of debauchees at the 
Rialto vegetable market. 

Ah, those were the days. Venice is no 
longer a city of hedonistic decadence but 
rather a city of tourist scam artists and rip- 
off merchants who do not deserve the rich- 
es of their unique urban environment. 
Carnival can provide pretty colours, polite 
artistic events and the occasional high- 
profile concert. But if you are looking for 
a party, go to Rio. 
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Hills are alive to Trapp family’s squabble Monica’s father 


By Marcus Tanner 


The family inspired the film tie 
Sound of Muse, but 60 years af- 
ter they escaped the Nazi 
takeover of Austria, the von 
Trapps are no longer singing 
from the same hymn sheet. 

Instead, the cosy clan cele- 
brated on screen for its exem- 
plary family values is involved 
in a most unharmonious strug- 
gle for control of ibe family busi- 
ness, an Austrian-style lodge at 
Stove, in the hills of Vermont. 

Lawyers representing two 
branches of the family appeared 
before the Vermont Supreme 
Court this week to argue 
whether one branch short- 
changed the other by $3m. “It’s 
sad," said Johannes von Trapp, 
youngest child of Maria von 
Trapp. “It wouldn't have hap- 
pened while my mother was 
alive.*’ The convent girl who 
Climbed Every Mountain when 
she was played by Julie An- 
drewes died in 1987. 

Tension Hew up between the 
descendants of the entertainers 
from the Alps in 1993 after fam- 
ily members ousted Johannes 
von Trapp as president of the 
corporation running the Trapp 
family Lodge. He then regained 
control of the company the fol- 
lowing year, after which his sis- 
ter and some of his brother’s 



attacks ‘horrors 


By Mary Dejevsky 

in V^shington 
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Discordant note: The Sound of Music cast displaying a harmony absent currently among the von Trapp descendants 


children objected and cashed in 
their shares, receiving SZ5m 
from the business. However, 
they later challenged the pay- 
ment in court, saying they were 


due roughly twice as much and 
in May, a County Superior 
Court ordered Trapp Family 
Lodge loc to pay the higher val- 


ue, about $3m. 


“These are just 
some of the 
exciting new 
bathroom offers 


WILL PIDGEON 
Sales Consultant 
B&Q SHOREHAM 
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Btenheim Bathroom Suite 

♦ BJB*F In white ’or soft cream. With Doulfon 

BWr I B porcelain, a choice of steel or 

acrylic bath with mahogany effect or timed oak effect front panel 
and toilet seat. With antique gold effect bath and basin taps* 


WAS £495 


395 


MW I 
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Art Deco Bathroom Suite 

in white wflh dark mahogany 
effect front panel and toilet seat. 
With chrome effect bath /shower 
mixer and basin laps. 


WAS £645 









Electric Shower 
With push button 
start/stop. 


9.5kW. 
tttas £129.99 


Also available 

8-5kW. 

Was £119.99 


1 Ei 

£ 89 " 

£ 79 " 


Wooden 
_ Toilet Seat 

, 99 with tixia 9 s - 

■ Pine, antique pine 

or mahogany effeds 



£9 
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Johannes von Trapp's 
lawyers have now appealed. 
But if the Supreme Court up- 
holds the award, Johannes von 
Thipp says he may have to sell 
the lodge, which comes with 
restaurants and more than 2,000 


acres. 

The von Trapp family fled 
Austria in 1938, eventually set- 


tling in the hills above Stowe. 
The first lodge burned down in 
1980 but was rebuilt as a hotel 
with cottages and rime-share 
units. 

Drawn no douht, by curiosi- 
ty fuelled by the continuing 
popularity of the famous film, 
the lodge has about 150,000 vis- 
itors each year. 


The father of Monica Lewinsky, 
the fanner White House trainee 
alleged to have had a relation- 
5 % with President Bill Clinton, 
has bioken bis alence with a bit- 
ter tirade against her treat- 
ment by the judicial authorities, 
comparing it to the McCartlty 
interrogations and the Inquisi- 
tion. 

Dr Bernard Lewinsky, a 
cancer specialist whose Cali- 
fornia home provided his 
daughter with brief respite 
from the Washington media 
circus two weeks ago, said be 
felt it was time to “speak up 
about the horrors that she 
has gone through and contin- 
ues to go. through”. 

to a television interview with 
ABC television’s Barbara Wal- 
ters, to be broadcast last night 
- but, like so much in this case, 
heavily leaked - Dr Lewinsky re- 
served special venom for Ken- 
neth Starr, the independent 
prosecutor overseeing the case. 

He should “lay oft”, be said. 
“I think he’s totally out of con- 
trol- My daughter has not done 
anything from the federal point 
of view. She’s not a murderer. 
She's not a spy. There was an 



up a whole rela Sj?^^ r *hc 
president that (frdn l «si • ' “ 
repfed"I canl ber 
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Both Monica LewraKy-J par 


en^who divorced when she 


Lewinsky: Father said she 
had endured ‘horrors’ 


upintheirdaughErsP”^™: 
Sr mother, Marcia Lewis - 

who shared her Washington 
flat and, it is said, personal con- 
fidences, with her dau & b ^' 
spent three days last week giv 

tag evidence to the investigation 
and has stfil to complete ber tes- 


had endured ‘horrors’ ^was allowed to leaw the 

alleged involvement in a civa stand after suffering an emo- 

tioual seizure. 

“What is going on, and what Mean ^ e ’, D ^ n I v £ ^S 

Ken Stair has brought uf*® tape-recorded OJn fatKm 

is unconscionable, to my mind, between Ms LewnMlq and her . 
To pit a mother against her colleague bndz TnpP - j 

daughter, to coerce her to talk tapes that offered ithe evi | 

- to me, it’s reminiscent of the dence of a relationship i 

McCarthy era, of the Inquisi- tween Ms Lewmsky and the j 
tion, and even, you know, you President - had Ms Lewinsky ; 
could Stretch it and say the supposedly boasting of having ■ 
Hitler era. If s awful I can’t be- -stolen” a timetable for one or- 

lieve it’s happening." Mr Clinton’s foreign visits from 

Dr Lewinsky defended his the desk of her boss m the Pen- . 
daughter’s truthfulness, saying tagon. i 

that although she might be “ex- This provoked an angry re- j 
dtaMe”, she would not have lied sponse from Ms Lewinsky s 
about her relations with the lawyer, William Ginsburg, who j 
President Asked “Do you think said selective leaking was dam- j 
your daughter could have made aging his client s case. 


alleged involvement in a civfl 
case. 

“What is going on, and what 

Ken Starr has brought upon her, 
is unconscionable, to my mind. 
To pit a mother against her 
daughter, to coerce her to talk 
- to me, it’s reminiscent of the 
McCarthy era, of the Inquisi- 
tion, and even, you know, you 


lieve it’s happening. 

Dr Lewinsky defended his 
daughter’s truthfulness, saying 
that although she might be “ex- 
citable”, she would not have lied 
about her relations with the 
President Asked “Do you think 
youx daughte r could have made 


America clamps down on highway monsters 


By Mary Dejevsfcy 


After a decade in which they 
have steadily gained ascendan- 
cy on America’s roads, the 
foar-wheeZ drive suburban 
mega-cars known by the ugly 
acronym SUV - sports utility ve- 
hicle - are suddenly under at- 
tack. You name it, they are guilty 
of it: they are too big, too prof- 
ligate, too expensive, but most 
of all, too dangerous, 

Going by sporty names like 
Rodeo and Rava, they tend to 
be driven by a certain class and 
they may or may not have a 
flock of children on board. You 
see almost as many of them in 
Hampstead as in the Hamptons, 


and like as not your small, low, tabtish how cars fare in collisions 
environmentally responsible car with SUVs. 


has been bullied by one recently. 

The only difference between 
the two sides of the Atlantic is 
that over here the offending 
beasts are more numerous and 
bigger. Much bigger. 

The difficulty until now has 
been to translate the complaints 
from common or garden car dri- 
vers into sound evidence. But 
now the clamour has grown to 
the point where the "interface’* 
between cars and SUVs is to be 
tested. Starting yesterday, the 
National Highway Traffic Safe- 
ty Administration (NHTSA) - 
the main road safety agency - is 
to conduct six crash tests to es- 


As so often in America, the 
first impetus for change came 
not from consumers - the com- 
plaints of car drivers went large- 
ly unheeded - but from the 
insurance companies. They 
found that they were paying out 
ever larger sums in compensa- 
tion for death, injury and car 
damage after crashes in which 
a car was worsted by an SUV. 
The suspicion mounted that 
America’s highways were be- 
coming the scene of vastly un- 
equal combat 

A series of studies has con- 
cluded that the size and wight 
of a vehicle has a big effect both 


on its capacity to protect the oc- 
cupants in a crash and on 
“agresswity” - the harm it is like- 
ly to inflict on the occupants of 
the other vehicle. The latest 
such study, published this week 
by tile University of Michigan’s 
transportation research insti- 
tute, says that when a car and 
an SUV collide head-on, fatal- 
ities are five times as high in cars 
as in SUVs. The ratio was low- 
er- three to one - in crashes be- 
tween cars and the afl-American 
workhorse, the pick-up truck. 

In other crashes, the ratio 
for fatalities was much higher 
- up to 30 to one where SUVs 
hit cars on the driver’s side. The 
report called for urgent studies 


to improve the crash-worthiness 
of passenger cats and reduce the 
** aggressiveness ” of SUVs. 

For General Motors, the 

study was greeted more as a vin- 
dication of SUV safety than an 
indictment of cars. Such reas^fv 
surance was particularly wel- ‘ 
come because of criticism that 
the higher centre of gravity of 
SUVs could make them unsta- 
ble at high speed. The incr eas- 
ing number of SUV-drivers also j 
see little problem. If they want j 
a bigger, heavier, safer car and i 
are prepared to pay the higher 
price and fuel costs, why not? 
The anti-SUV coalition objects 
that SUVs are inherently dan- 
gerous to other road use is. 


Don’t blame 
Oprah on beef 


Make networking 


AN ECONOMIC expert testi- 
fied in court yesterday that fac- 
tors such as drought, high corn 
prices and weak exports had far 
more impact on a cattle market 
slump than anything said on 
Oprah Winfrey’s talk show. 

“This [declining market] was 
already happening in response 
to a drop in consumption in 
Southeast Asia ... not regarding 
anything to do with what hap- 
pened on this show,” said Mar- 
vin Hayenga, an Iowa State 
University agricultural eco- 
nomics professor. 

A group of Texas cattlemen 
claim that a market plunge fol- 
lowing Ms Winfrey's April 1996 
talk show on “dangerous foods” 
cost them $12m. — AP, Texas 
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The Apricot FT600 - a 
complete networking solution 
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545 UN kidnap 


GEORGIAN and United Na- 
tions officials negotiated with 
gunmen holding four United 
Nations observers as troops 
surrounded a remote farm- 
house in Abkhazia where the 
hostage- takers were holed up. 
“As far as we know, alt the 
hostages are alive. We hope that 
the problem will be sofved very 
soon,” Peter HodeL a UN re- 
gional deputy commander said 
— Reuters, Dzfiifchashkari 


If you're looking for a computer system 
which will realty work for your business, 
look no further than the Apricot FT600 
solution from Mitsubishi Electric. 
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Human rights 


The lower house of parliament 
in Moscow ratified the Euro- 
pean human rights convention 
but avoided a ban on capital 
punishment, despite promising 
to halt the death penalty in Jan- • 
uaiy 1996 when it joined the 
Council of Europe. Ninety-two 
people were executed in 1996, 
placing Russia third in the 
world in executions behind Chi- 
na and Ukraine. — AP, Moscow 


Reliable and manageable, it includes 
a powerful server with network card, an 
eight port hub plus all the cables you 
need to network your staff. It also comes 
with Internet gateway and server 
management software. 

All of which, in the words of PC Direct 
“make the FT6Q0 really stand out as a 
proper server system.” 

Our unique Internet Advantage Pack 
gives every user access to e-mail and the 
World Wide Web via a high speed 
connection. You’ll also be able to market 
your business to thousands of new 
customers at low cost via your own free 
web pages. 

The price makes excellent business 
sense too, at El 39 + VAT pease price 
£10.74' a week). But hurry, this offer only 


KiiilllPS 


Every enquiry will 
receive a FREE guide 
on putting the internet 
to work for your business - 
RING NOW to secure your copy 


; ~ :~iO'v:or - £* , 0 extra 


Call us now ^ 
on 0800 212 422 

ordTeckoutourwebskehrmore 
information www. mftsubishi-computers.con^ 

(Irish Ptoru ihl Sr* Jflrtrt M 4 AVU 



(Irish Republic 1800 333 GOO) 


Panda death 


lasts until the 3lst March, 1998, 


Offer ends 31st March, 1998 


ONE OF China’s rare giant 
pandas has died at age 30. ex- 
ceeding the average panda life 
expectancy by about 10 years. 
Qiang Qiaag. a female, died on 
28 January, after showing signs 
Of Senility. — Reuters, Asking 
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Freetown emerges from the shadow of death 


sters 


Life is returning 
to normal in the 
. Sierra Leone 
capital, says 

Ed McLoughlin in 

Freetown 

With its easy-going Creole cul- 
' . -^tura and pleasantly seedy, bal- 
• . cony-lined streets, Freetown 
. has tongbeen known as the New 
Orleans of Africa. Now, fol- 
lowing the flight of Major John- 
. ny Paul Koroma and his street 
gang junta, it feels like New Qr- 
■■■- ■ leans during Mardi Gras. 

A week after the Gist Niger- 
ian peace-keeping troops 
fought their way into the town 
centre something approaching 

normal life has returned to the 

chaotic streets of Sierra Leone's 
capital. Colourfully dressed 
women haggle on the pave- 
ments over cloths spread with 
lollipops, razor blades or rice, 

• while a scattering of watchful 
: j$ale faces marks the return of 

the first Lebanese traders after 
eight months in exile. 

Only the unusually low num- 
ber of cars and the occasional 
heat of burnt rubble testify to 
the nightmare which Freetown 
has lived since Koroma and his 
fellow junior officers seized 
power from elected President 
Ahmad Kabbah in May last 
year. The cars were mostly 
stolen early on, while the hou*- 
es were burnt more recently, de- 
stroyed by vindictive junta 
fighters after the Nigerians be- 
gan advancing on Freetown 
two weeks ago. 

“They just went around at- 
tacking people and burning 
houses,” said Henry Conteh, a 

t eetown businessman. ‘They 
id if the AFRC [Armed 
Forces Ruling Council] can’t 
have Freetown then nobody’s 
going to have Freetown." 

Conteh was hitching near a 
Nigerian checkpoint on Main 



A little boy in a soldlert 
helmet sitting at a 
Nigerian 

checkpoint mFre^wn 

this week as the city 

recovers from « 

popperfono/Reuters 


are now moving to dear them 

out of the countryside. 

Despite reports of 

rebelrarfds in the central regions 
Sound Bo and Kenema the 
Nigerians say they can finish 
up" soon- Several so- 

jdorjunta leaders have 
fallen into Ecomog hands and 
are being held in Freetown un- 
7lSent Kabbah returns to 
-.wihiv some time next 


Motor Road: although once 
prosperous, he too lost his car 
to Lhe junta fighters. 

The general looting of vehi- 
cles had ruined his business 
selling spares. But, he admitted, 
he felt great. T am so pleased 
this thing is over. For so long 
now we have lived in the valley 
of the shadow of death." One of 
the few remaining embassy of- 
ficials in town put it another way: 
“People are so glad these days, 
you know what they are all say- 
ing? Hiey are saying to each oth- 
er happy new year. Happy new 
year and a Merry Christmas." 


There have been bloodier 
regimes in Africa than Koroma’s 
eight-month-old military junta, 
but few, if any, have Louched it 
for naked cynicism and greed. 
Having ousted President Kab- 
bah less than a year after his 
election, Koroma and his co- 
horts let it be known that, like 
an earlier junta of junior officers 
led by Captain VfeJenline S crass- 
er, who all did well out of a 
palace coup in 1992. they fell en- 
titled to enrich themselves for 
a while at the expense of their 
already-beggared country. 

Sierra Leone’s internation- 


ally rejected ambassador to the 
UN tried to negotiate with the 
junta shortly after the coup 
and emerged, dismayed, to tell 
journalists that the soldiers' 
main demand seemed to be a 
large sum of money - later re- 
ported to be £30m. 

“And," he added, “they want 
18 months in office to loot fur- 
ther. That is all they want to do. 
It is just shameful." 

Even more shocking to 
many was the merger between 
Sierra Leone’s army and the 
rebel Revolutionary United 
Front (RUF) announced short- 


ly after the coup. This confirmed 
what many ordinary people had 
long been alleging: that the 
bloody civil war which had 
killed over 20,000 people (near- 
ly all civilians) since 1991 and 
displaced a third of the 4.5 
million population had all along 
been conducted at the com- 
batants’ mutual convenience, to 
give both sets of gunmen an op- 
portunity to pillage to their 
hearts' content. 

TYe saw them all going 
around Freetown, stealing and 
kflling and raping women," said 
Abduli Bah, once a favourite 


driver for visiting journalists, 
now bereft without his (stolen) 
car. “Wc saw that there was no 
difference between the RUF 
and the Sierra Leone army. The 
only thing was that amongst 
themselves the RUF maybe 
had more discipline." 

Nigeria's supposedly spon- 
taneous liberation of the em- 
bargoed city, officially sparked 
off by a min or clash at the near- 
by air-strip of Hastings two 
weeks ago, was met by cheering 
crowds. A week later groups of 
children are still cheering at 
passing military convoys. 


The main route of advance 
from the Nigerian enclave at 

Hastings shows signs of only the 

lightest combat Colonel Max- 
well Khobe, commander of the 
Freetown brigade of Ecomog, 

a Nigerian-dominated multi- 
national West African peace- 
keeping force in Liberia and 
Sierra Leone, said that the 
RUF and Sierra Leone Army 
bad proved unwilling to resist 
organised opposition. 

The rebels didn't fight even 
when they were better armed 
and in better bunkers,” he told 
The Independent yesterday. “We 


weeK. — „ 

at laige, however. According to 
Colonel Khobe, he was last 
heard of on Thursday whenbe 
unsuccessfully tried to fly from 
a northern air-strip into neigh- 
bouring Liberia. 

At least 200 people are be- 
lieved to have died in tb e fat- 
ing in Freetown alone, although 
some of these were junta fight- 
ers or sympathisers caught an 
lynched by townspeople. Several 
hundred more surrendered or 
were captured. 

For the Nigerian officers in- 
volved in planning and execut- 
ing “Opera Sand Storm" last 
week the public welcome must 

have come as a pleasant change. 

Feared and dislik ed at home as 

agents of General Sam Abacha s 

repressive military government, 
Nigeria’s soldiers are banned 
from travelling in most Western 


sident writer Ken Saro-Wiwa 
shocked the international com- 
munity into imposing limited 
sanctions against Nigeria. 

But the people of Freetown, 
delighted to be rid of Koroma 
and his gun-toting thugs, are not 
inclined to look too hard at their 

liberators' credentials. 
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£10 Conran lunch 

The Independent and Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran; are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at 
• six of London's top restaurants throughput January and February for £10 > 


SlilfilBIESHpENT 


BLUEBIRD 


IY10ZZO 


QUACLIN O'S 


ZINC 

BAR -GRILL 




:; t Bluebird 


THE INdSeNDENT INDEPENDENT 


From Monday January 5th until Saturday February 28th, the following 
establishments are offering readers a two course lunch or early evening supper for 

just £10 per person: 

How to Boojc • 

To participate in the offer simply collect one token (tokens wilt be printed evay efay uijl Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present yoortoken In t>rder- 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens will be . 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and 

all bookings are subject to availability. 

A special discount is available on selected items in thte Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops 

on presentation of the token. T . - .' 




TheTndependent offer is available at 
tH^foUowing restaurants: 

_ TBLuUblriS ^5G Kire's itoaxL: Lpndoii, SS/V3 5UU 
0l7f 5594000:: ■ • 

•liioch J Znbqn ^ 3pm,' early evening supper 6 pm - 7pm 

Blue-f .fjnt Cafe The DesigrKuseum, 28 Shad Thames, 

: London, SET 2'fE ■ 

..-01713787031 '• \.y ' 

lundi’ I2nooh - 3pm, earty evening supper 6 pm -7pm* 

'Le Porit'de la Tour Bar.& Grill 36d Shad Thames, 
London,' SEI.2YE -- 
Jpl7i 4038403. V.;/ 

: Lunch i2hobn 3pm, eatiy evening supper 6 pm -7pm 

M^o idoWardburSreet. London, WjV3LE 
■ 0471 3 WiWOO " :• : 

Liinch 12nepn.-3pm, early everw^g' supper 6 pm - 7pm 
.dosed Saturday lunchtime, open Sunday 12pm - 4pm 

=' QuagUno’s 16 Buy. Street. St James’s, London, SWIY 
6 AL • •' '• 

■0171 9306767 ; . 

Lunch 12ndon - 3pm, early evening supper 5.30pm - 

... 4 . 30 pm .... 

Zinc Bar & Grill. 21 Heddtin Street London, WIR 7LF 
0171 255 8899 

The special 3 course menu is available between !2noon and 
7pm ; . . 7 - . 

■between Monday and Wednesday the offer is extended until 
l iprii* 

The- offeris available 7 days a week at all six restaurarts 

- • Ctosediran bpm on Suxfajf Offer not avabbie after 6 pm on 
. Fdsrijary 14 •’ 


Something to chew over during your Independent lunch: 
£20,020 buys a Sharan SE and all the trimmings. 


?|C 


* D C • ^nrlitinninn twin airbaqs, 180 ° rotating front seats, front and rear electric windows, remote central locking. 
Power steering, ABS, air co y- ■ 

It a sonic alarm, multi-functional computer and more besides come as standard tare tor that on the road price. > 

Surprisingly ordinary prices \ 
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A new breed of Nineties women is turning away from manage and children in fa v0 

Single 
for sake 
of their 

careers 


A growing band of Nineties women is dect- 
ing to be single, forsaking all others in 
favour of their careers. They thirty 
somethings, spouse-free and childless, 
who enjoy their own company and haveab- 
sorbing careers and strong friendships. They 
are sceptical about love, and Harpers & 
Queen calls them the “Lone Rangers. But 
might there be unforeseen consequences 
to this new-found freedom? 

Dr Catherine Hakim, a sociologist at the 
London School of Economics, describe 
them as: “incremental decision makers , 
women who are constantly reconsidering 
their options and making their career the 
priority for another year. “They are con- 
stantly postponing, which after a certain 
passage of time becomes a permanent post- 
poning-" she says. . . _ . 

Just how much successful high-flying 
Nineties women are prepared to sacrifice 
was made apparent recently by Rebekah 
Wade when she was appointed deputy ed- 
itor of the Sun newspaper at 29. “1 think 
I need to be single [for the job], sh ® 
on taking up her post. Not so long before 
that she had called off her engagement to 
EastEnders actor Ross Kemp. Now she has 
married her job. Would Piers Morgan, who 
was made a Murdoch editor at a simflar- 
v- yguno age, have made the same decision . 

' ' a similar trend in the television indus- 
try was highlighted by a 1994 survey ofm- 
dustrv executives which found that 70per 
cent of women in their thirties were chad- 
less. compared with 34 per cent of their 
male colleagues. 

Ms Wade and her media colleagues are 
typical of a particular generation - the M 
per cent of women bora since the 1960s 
who are expected to choose to remain child- 
less. This is predicted to rise to 30 percent 
bv 2010. “In Britain childlessness is high- 
est among women who have most to gam 
from their careers. They have profession- 
al, managerial jobs which offer promotions 
and interesting work. It’s not just the grea 
pay," says Dr Hakim. _ , 

But when they reach the top of their lad- 
der, by which lime it may be too late to re- 
think their choices, how will they feel. Jf 
lucky they will think like Lisa Geraoo- 3», 
chief executive of Cable and Wireless Mo- 
bile, who says: “I opted out of the family 
life and have never regretted it.” 

Others believe that a career and rela- 
tionships are incompatible. Kwola Foulston, 
27. last year’s Veuve Cliquot Business- 
woman of the Year, admits that her rejpi- 
lar70-bour weeks were one key reason her 
marriage did not last longer. “1 med to find 
a compromise between ray mam age and 
my business life, but it didn't work out. 


Annabel Heseltine, 34, journalist and 
daughter of Michael Heseltine, the former 
deputy prime minister, is writing a book 
about thirtysomething single women - of 
which she is one. Ms Heseltine lives alone 
in a flat she owns, like an increasing num- 
ber of women today. 

At 24 Ms Heseltine announced sue 

wanted to travel. “My mother su'd: ‘Dar- 


wanted to travel, 

line, don't you want to get married? 1 said. 

“Well, yes, but I don’t want to hang around 
and wait for it’ It was a veiy clear de^- 
sion and that’s the philosophy rve followed 
throughout my life." Ten years on, she is 

still single. .. . 

She notices how women, nerseu in- 
cluded, become more picky as about a part- 
ner as thev get older. “You look at them 
a lot more closely,” she said. “You re not 
mucking around anymore. You re not -2- 
years-old, saying: ‘Isn t it fun. You are not 
choosing to be single, but you are choos- 
ing to be choosy.” 

According to Angela Gtveotu manag- 
ing editor of Executive Woman magazine: 

“A lot of women are making the dioice to 
be single because they realise they can t 
haveitaU," said Ms Giveon. “They ve usu- 
ally had a failed relationship - not 
sarily marriage - when they make this 
decision. Something is thrown at them like: 
‘You of your job more than me, and 

they think like a man: ‘Sod it, it‘s not worth 

^But Ms Heseltine remains confused by 
the apparent priorities of thirtysome thing 
women. She suspects that they are not re- 
ally happy". “There are a lotof womenm 
their thirties who seem to be quite happy 
about throwing away their chance to re- 
produce, which is phenomenal There s the 

selfish °ene; is this the selfish generation . 

... The reality is that we're put onto this 
iarth for one reason only and that is to 
have children. But to deny such a funda- 
mental urge, I don’t buy it. 

So, we fight for the freedom, but do we 
really want it? To Ms Heseltine all dial 
choice turns into a burden. “For a lot of 
women a career justifies them beingsujgl- 
You’ve had this choice. You want to do these 
different things- You find yourself single an 
it’s because you have a career. 

She believes that, in reality, most ol her 
peere will be married by 40. “It’s just tak- 
ing them a long time to work it out They 
are doing the questioning which a previ- 
ous generation would have done when then- 

children had grown up before they are even 

ma B 1 ut d even when the right man dews 
comes along, it is not all done and dust- 
ed. “You don't want to have your back 



work- Clare Gamer finds out why 

They’re just 
men behaving 
successfully 


§ 



^^ Eve^wu truly a “con- 

have flooded the workforce, it has t«co® . 
increasingly acceptable for a man to for-# 
go a S/in ortler to concentrate eaUrely 

SSSL most men still choose Ihc 

monogamous relationship (in 1998, tins can 
include a ^eir 



eirw or mia-iweuuca * — . 

years ago. It’s not simpIywantmgtoeW ; 
their bachelor freedom longer, or Gener 
arinnTCs so-called “fear of commitment , 
bu°a ratitmaldeare to establish a ; 

nomic foundation before taking on altfe 
partner and embarking on ; 

Moreover, what young ■ 

doesn’t envy, for example, Andrew Nefl . 

SXi to pursue a career that includes , 

being editor-in-chief of four Barclay Broth- ; 
ers publications f the Scotsman, : 

on Sunday, the European and Sundy Busi- . 
new), a chat show host on boththe BBC^ 
and ITV, director of Mohamed Al Fiayeds ; 
Liberty Publishing group (Punch, > 

Radial and a contributing editor of Vani- i 
tv Fair - all this plus nights in Tramp m the , 
company of various pretty young women, j 

Other highly successful single men 
today indude: 

John Browne - chief executive of Br; 

Michael Dobson - chairman of Morgan 
Grenfell; Peter Mandelson - Minister 
without Portfolio; Gordon Brown - 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Michael 
Bloomberg - financial information tycoon: 
Geoffrey Boycott - cricketer, Dickie Bird - 
cricket umpire; David Geffen - Hollywood 
mogul; partner at Dreamworks. 


Ltina Ann "liesem^ -r - _ <**-. — ^ 


Photograph: Emma Boam 


agains t the wall in your mid-forties. In re- 
ahtv'it is six months to a year before you n. 
maimed. Do you really want to get preg‘ 
nant the second you are owned - Ttomyou 
need time to tty. So you re talking three 
years. It could all go wrong. The relation- 
ship could break up; you may not be able 
to have children that easily. 

Cristina Odone, 37. author and televi- 
sion critic, would like to have chddmh but 
does not regret for a minute the choices 
she has made to date. Unlike Ms Hesel 
tine, she regards weere as assisting 
women in fulfilling themselves. I know 1 
would be just as unhappy were I to jetti- 
son my writing as to wake up one day and 


realise I missed the boat as regards child- 
birth," she says. . 

However, one incident - a real ey - 
opener” - has stuck in Ms Odone s mind. 
“I went for professional advice to a woman 

J£k> n»y !berec fi v “ t 

writing my first novel. She just looked at 
me and said: ‘Just make sure that you dm } 
pass up the chance of having a child It s 
rav one regret-’ It was incredibly poignant 
and it really did alarm me. 

“Some of the most interesting and ac- 
complied women of ray age who have 
foregone the baby option taveaU regret 
led it, without one exception. Really, re 
ally famous household names. They are 


self-styled feminists, self-styled career 
women, and are all hailed as success sto- 
ries. Yet, they’ve all said in private: There s 
one thing I regret...” 

Between the age of 30 and 34, Ms 
Odone edited the Catholic Herald news- 
paper she made a conscious decision not 
to settle down and have children at that 
time. “I was so wrapped up in work. I would 
have either resented the child or cheated 
on the work. I didn't want to do either. I 
don’t regret that because I still feel I could 
have children. U’s too early to regret. Now 
I think 1 could definitely balance work, 
which is writing at home, with a child. But 
bey, where’s the husband?" 



Singular success: David Geffen 


A little of a 

Nobody knows if wine is bad for you, 
it seems. That's just as well because 
we're drinking more of it than ever. 
Kate Watson-Smyth sips the facts 



can bfi wonderful. Csn X. it? 


ITS SATURDAY - the morn- 
ing after the night before. So 
how much did you drink last 
night? A couple of glasses of 
wine in the interests of pre- 
venting heart disease, or more 
than half a bottle which, if you 
are a woman, dramatically in- 
the risk of cancer. Or 
were you so confused by the 
conflicting messages that you 

drank several bottles to b^> you 

r . .L„,t thi’ whole thing.' 


in the throes of a passionate 
love affair with the grape- In 
the past 30 years, wine con- 
sumption has soared by more 
than 450 per cent, while it has 
only doubled in America and 
has (believe it or not) Men by 
half in France. 

One reason, say vintners, is 
that Britain does not have its 
own wine culture and that 
other wine-producing coun- 
tries have seized the opportu- 


7Z T, Thom the whole thing? Wes have scizeu me oppunv 
R^rch published this Bity to create « inrav market 
Researcn p tlwn Alex Ignatieff, wine buyer 

week purports to r ^ Aw al Harvey Nicbolls, goes so far 

as to say that Britain has be- 
come the wine capital of the 
world. “The main reason for 
thus is ihe emergence of New 
World wines, which have been 
aggressively marketed in this 

country. . ... 

-Wine sellers *n places like 

Uruguay were faced with two 

choices - either to uy a™ P crw 

wte'en more contraditfory, suat ^ e ^“‘ rfS 
but despite that, the British are her pin* gin m 


that they have seen abroad.” my pregnancy and I think that 
The retailers have been science is just used as a way of 


or three glasses of wint a day 
can significantly reduce the nsk 
of cancer. Strange that. A sim- 
ilar study put out earlier in .the 

week carried the message that 

women who drink between 

two and five glasses a day wfll 

incase the risk of breast can- 
cer* ... 

It doesn’t take a scientist to 
deduce that the advice has nev 


or to uy and create a new mar- 
ket. They went for the latter and 
have made a mark# out of noth- 
ing. There is a much greater 
choice of wine in this country 


ing shape beneath the Cannon 
Street railway viaduct on the 
south bank of the Thames. By 
time next year, the vast ex- 
panse of vaulted arches will be 
transformed into Vmopolis, a 


7 . wnrld tjanSIQnneu 

than anywhere else m the world Qf no 

because we do not have a point of Vlnop- 

ture wine indusoy and so ofe wiO be an “interactive” tour 

market has exploded. through 20 themed paviUons 

Further te^ament *o the main wine pro- 

growing taste for wine is ta* 


during regions of the world. A 

trip round the Italian section, 
for example, will allow visitors 
W lake simulated tours of 
Italy’s wine country while sit- 
ting on a Vespa. 

Tony Hodges, director or 
Win cworld, who came up with 
the plan for Vinopolis and 
[eased the 100.00D*sq-fl space 
from Railtrack. says one rea- 


son that wine has become so 
popular is that people are bet- 
ter educated and more wide- 
ly travelled. 

“Historically, wine was an 
aspirational drink for the gen- 
try and the City but because of 
its availability in supermar- 
kets, everyone drinks it now." 
he says. “People travel more 
and tiicy want to fry the wines 


quick to cash in on the grow- 
ing taste for wine. Specialist 
off-licences, Victoria Wine and 
Thresher for example, each 
have around of 1,500 stores 
across the country. But the real 
story has been the rise of the 
supermarkets. 

Safeway, which slocks more 
than 500 wines, says that al the 
moment seven out of every 10 
bottles are sold in a super- 
market, compared with fewer 
than four just a decade ago. Ac- 
cording to a spokeswoman for 
the store: “Palates are be- 
coming much more sophisti- 
cated and drinking as an 
everyday habit has become 
much more acceptable." 

But what are we to make of 
the health risks, particularly for 
those who are indulging in a 
glass or three every day? 

Caroline Stacey, the food 
editor of Time Out magazine, 
says she distrusts much of the 
research. “It seems to me that 
scientists come out with a dif- 
ferent message every day and 
you never quite know how re- 
liable their studies are. I real- 
ly don’t think people should 
take that much notice. 1 drank 
wine in moderation all through 


justifying puritanism. 

Jason Rabinowitz, a re- 
search manager at the Design 
Council and lover of fine 
wines, is similarly dismissive of 
the health warnings. “If I read 
something that says wine is 
good for me then I wQI take no- 
tice of that but if I see an ar- 
ticle saying it’s bad then I tend 
to ignore it,” he says. 

Sir Richard Doll, a leading 
consultant at the Cancer Stud- 
ies Unit for the Imperial Can- 
cer Research Fund and 
Britain’s most famous medical 
researcher, has concluded that 
alcohol in moderation is good 
for you. “1 can see no reason 
whatsoever for t hinkin g that 
wine drinking would reduce the 
risk of cancer,” he says. 

“The benefit of alcohol is in 
the prevention of heart disease, 
but that is only for those over 
the age of 45. However, it is 
quite clear that there is an all- 
over benefit in moderate con- 
sumption and two drinks a day 
are good for you.” 

So with that cheerful 
thought in mind, perhaps it’s 
time to nip down to the pub for 
a lunch-time glass - strictly 
medicinal of course. 
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Not a dry eye 

in the house! 


More Titipu than Nagasaki: Liping Zhang as Butterfly, Craig Downes as Pinkerton 


Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


For his new ‘Butterfly, 
David Freeman has 
flooded the Albert Hall 
but failed to tap the 
wellsprings of emotion. 
Edward Seckerson could 
have wept at the waste. 


Water, water, everywhere... The advance 
publicity promised it, and Raymond Gub- 
bay duly delivered it- all 15,000 gallons of 
it - to the Royal Albert Hall arena. There 
hasn't been this much fuss about flooding 
in the capital since before the advent of the 
Thames barrier. But there it was, pretty as 
a picture postcard, a package holiday 
brochure, the way the Wfest will always see 
it, the way Lieutenant BF Pinkerton saw it 

- one small comer of the “floating island" 
that is for ever Uncle Sam. Director David 
Freeman and his designer David Rog»r have 
plucked their Madam Butterfly straight 
from the Hollywood back-lot It has the 
look, the feel, the rosy glow of a studio set 
from the days when Ibdmicolor was still a 
novelty. You half expect the spirit of 
Esther Viliams to surface from amidst the 
or nam ental rocks and walkways and smile 
benevolently upon the whole enterprise. 

But that, presumably, was the point: to 
isolate, to maroon Butterfly somewhere be- 
tween her own culture and the West’s per- 
ception of it So the detail is lovingly precise, 
the kimonos enchanting, the blossom 
fresh everyday. But we’re closer to Gilbert 
& Sullivan’s Titipu than to real-life Na- 
gasaki. So this is a sham, an illusion, a fan- 
tasy - like Pinkerton’s love for Butterfly. 
So David Freeman has something devas- 
tating up his sleeve for Act 2? Or not. 

Returning after the interval, a time-lapse 
of three long years during which time But- 
terfly’s hopes and finances have begun to 
dry up, we discover that -surprise, surprise 

- the water has, too. The water garden has 
become a Zen Buddhist stone garden, its 
austerity -or so the programme note insists 


- astern ranmdCT of the retigion which But- 
terfly abandoned but which wiH now reclaim 
her. A stem reminder? But DOthing else has 
changed. Butterfly’s little bouse is stfll 
pretty as a picture, still Festooned in fresh 
blossom, still bathed in that rosy gk»w (cour- 
tesy of lightin g designer Andrew Bridge). 

Nor has the attitude of the production 
a change of tone, a sharper sense 
of reality - less artificial, less prissfly “op- 
eratic" in its conceits - could suddenly have 

turned the evening on its head and deliv- 
ered the body blow that some of us were 
convinced was only a scene-change away. 
Was this really the work of the same David 
Freeman whose innovative Opera Facto- 
ry took opera out of the closet and showed 
it (and the operatic establishment) real life? 
Or did some clause in his contract predude 
te lling it like it really is? 

All right, to be fair, it’s a perfectly ser- 
viceable, if ultimately rather bland and 
somewhat “distanced’’ realisation of the 
opera. It understands its space and moves 
efficiently within it, wisely radiating as lit- 
tle as possible from the central focus of But- 
terfly’s “floating world". When it does so 

- as in the pointless circling of the arena 
that so fatally disturbs the still centre of 
the love duet - it flounders. But the set- 
pieces /unction well enough. Butterfly's en- 
trance duly works its picturesque charm, 
though some confusion might arise from 
the fact that her relations arrive at rough- 
ly the samp; time as the first batch of late- 
comers. There are a lot of them, of course 
(relations, that is), and Freeman has them 
dutifully assemble for the wedding photo 

- a nice touch, that, right down to the rip- 
ple of disquiet over the powder-flash. 
VfouJd that there had been more where that 
kind of detail came from. All credit to Free- 
man, though, forgetting the child, Sorrow, 
so right. The little sailor suit was a chill- 
ing touch, the golden hair (for this was in- 
deed a miniature Pinkerton) hidden from 
view until Butterfly removes his bat proud- 
ly to display iL In the final scene. Sorrow 
is draped in the American flag to shield his 
eyes from his mother’s honourable dis- 
charge. The final ignominy. 

Now, if the cast had all sounded as good 
as they looked, the evening might yet have 
caught our emotions off guard. Craig 


n«mKwasa frankly second-rate Pinker- 

^l^sier in manner than voice, midqmle 

without that ability to open up and 1 aistain 
confidently, suavely, at the top. ,. V ^ t f V " 
er else Pinkerton does or doesnl have, a 
X^^registerisapr^te. Keith 
SS’s Shaipless was good, thcwgMn 
amole, bluff, suitably weathered vocal 
colour (better with the words than most). 

SfEircia Bellamy, ^ not «**• 

scene-stealing Suzuki, found the human- 
ity wherever she could. Sodid Upmg 
Zhang’s touching Butterfly. This prong- 
ing young Chinese soprano 
S answer to the role, a pretty and wboEfy 
believable figurine with plenty of voice 
(though “sound enhancement -otherwise 

knownas radio-miking -makes it hard to 
tell just bow much) and the heart to make 
it count Her problems (and I’m presum- 
ing that the odd lapses in intonation - des- 
perate cm her first entrance - were down 
to hearing impairment in this difficult far- 
flung space) have more to do with tech- 
nique than spirit. A good performance 
could yet become an excellent one if her 
instinct could be matched with her ability 
to fine-tune and support phrasing beyond 
the point where rapture and pathos real- 
ly begin. Even so, the passion, the resolve 
of her top notes, the inwardness and con- 
centration of stage presence were not to 
be taken lightly. Alas, Amanda Holden’s 
brand-new English translation was not 
money weO-spent where she was concerned. 

The sound of Gubba/s “opera for the 
people" is improving all the time, though 
the people should be advised that there is 
no substitute for the unvarnished, unam- 
plified truth - particularly where operat- 
ic voices are concerned. Sound designer 
Bobby Aitken did a good job here on the 
BBC Concert Orchestra under Peter 
Robinson, extending the reach, beefing up 
the opulence to Dolby Stereo levels with- 
out it sounding so. In fact, this was easily 
the best of Gubba/s operatic ventures to 
date, even if one did still leave with the dis- 
tinct feeling that David Freeman had 
been neutered. 

To Sunday l March, Royal Albert Hall, Kens- 
ington Gore, London SW7. Booking: 0171- 
5898212 
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It's a well-known factoid (looks like a fact, 
smells like a fact, isn’t true) that people 
are resistant to change - a line wheeled 
out regularly by the BBC when announc- 
ing schedule changes. Of course, if resis- 
tance to change were so firmly rooted in 
human nature, then we’d still be hanging 
around the Olduvai Gorge sneering at this 
trendy stone-tool rubbish and pining for 
the good old days, when people lived in 
trees and kids showed some respect. 

But if small -c conservatism isn’t nec- 
■ essarih* part of the human condition, it may 
well be part of our condition, here and now. 


It could be a global change, a reaction to 
the century that invented the phrase “I can 
retnemberwhen it was all trees round here"; 
or perhaps it's a purely local phenomenon, 
a reaction not to change pure and simple, 
but to injudicious, cocked-up change. 

At any rate, this is the lesson you could 
draw from two programmes on Radio 4 
this week. In Why Did We Do That? on 
Thursday, Chris Bowlby investigated the 
mania for urban motorways that laid waste 
so many towns and cities in the Sixties and 
Seventies; and on Friday morning the ar- 
chitect Maxwell Hutchinson began a six- 


THE WEEK ON RADIO 
ROBERT HANKS 


part series. Back to the Drawing Board, 
on the impact his profession has had on 
Britain over the past 50 years. 

One thing both programmes made dear 
was that change was welcomed enthusi- 
astically by many people - bus companies 
ran tourist crips to admire the Preston by- 
pass. And the demolition of slums in favour 
of dean, modern council estates was not 


the imposition of a socialist utopia. Young 
architects often had an idealistic streak - 
dreams of building Le Corbusier’s Radi- 
ant City - but they bad a counter-balanc- 
ing realism: as Hutchinson put it, you might 
have Veronica Lake pinned to your draw- 
ing-board, but you stiQ loved your wife. Sad- 
ly, they were budding in a hurry, with little 
firm knowledge of how modern materials 


would behave over time, or how people 
would react to new firing arrangements, 
such as high-rise blocks. 

Bowlby’s diagnosis of the trouble with 
road-buddir^wasksssympatheti^perfaaps 
because it isn’t his profession, perhaps be- 
cause town-planners had fewer excuses; 
Certainly it’s band to see the counter-bal- 
ancing realism in Birmingham's dream that 
“tree-lined parkways” would help transform 
it into cme of Europe’s most beautiful rides. 
Luckdy, the wave of urban road-budding 
broke against London, the planners ad- 
mitting defeat when computer projec- 


tions of traffic flow suggested that Earls 
Court be replaced by a 14-lane motorway. 

These sharply argued, well-made pro- 
grammes offered nicely contrasted views of 
closely related subjects. This was probably 
mere acridenL though, and could easily have 
been another example of the BBC hading 
to find new ideas, or remember the old ones. 
This week bad a good example: a Radio 3 
series on spa-towns called Taking the Wa- 
ters, admirably complementing last year’s 
Radio 2 feature on (he same subject with 
the same title. And you thought the BBC 
was interested in novelty for its own sake. 
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Yes we have no arts policy 
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One of the most significant 
* events in the arts this week 
^ went completely unpublicised, 
unreported and unheard. Ac- 
tually, that's not quite fair. A 
room full of people did bear 
this talk on the future of arts 
policy in England; but they 
heard it in Scotland, where it 
will not apply, so they don't 
fully count. 

The talk was given by Gra- 
ham Devlin, his inaugural lec- 
ture: as honorary professor of 
the Scottish Centre for Cul- 
tural Policy and Management 
at Queen Margaret College, 
Edinburgh. Mr Devito is 
deputy general secretary of the 
Arts Council of England, and 
for nearlv a year has been act- 
ing secretary general - in oth- 
er words running the show. So 
^ his words repay some study. I 
was. of course, happy to bear 
him using some of his inau- 
gural lecture to endorse The 
Independent's campaign for 
tax breaks for people who 
give to the arts. Let's hope that 
Edinburgh University alumnus 
Gordon Brown pays atten- 
tion to honorary professors in 
the city. 

I also enjoyed the diversion 
of his reminiscences about 
the Arts Council’s more con- 
troversial funding decisions. 
Who would want to forget 
the legendary two men walk- 
ing round East Anglia with 
poles on their heads (funded 
hv the Experimental Projects 
Committee)? Who would, 
want to remember Throbbing 
Gristle's exhibition of Miss 
Cosie Fanny Tutti’s soiled un- 
derwear at the 1CA? 

But Mr Devlin’s talk was of 


A WEEK IN THE ARTS 

DAVID LISTER 


particular interest for his 
thoughts on the future of the 
Arts CounciL They were, he 
stressed, personal thoughts, he 
was there in a personal ca- 
pacity and nothing he said 
should be taken as official 
policy. And he would say that, 
wouldn't he? Me, I disclaim all 


down and should give more 
thought to funding individuals 
as well as companies and' 
buildings. And about time 
too. The premise that we can- 
not fond individuals has led to 
some ludicrous anomalies over 
the years. We managed to 
lose a talent like the director 


, r rr ha* rone of the 

/ M 9 TT /*!0V/W<S 

9§r MOJ>CM PRAHA' 

S SEATS Svsstpisej gy THt 4 





such disclaimers. I’m content 
to believe that the man who 
has, administered the Arts 
Council for the past year, and 
actually continues to do so for 
another month, is projecting 
more than a few personal 
whims. What we got in that 
Edinburgh lecture theatre was 
a snapshot of how the arts will 
be run in the future. 

The new Council, says Mr 
Devlin, should be slimmed 


Peter Brook to France, pre- 
sumably because he wasmot a 
building. 

Devlin goes on to say that 
the new slimm ed -down Coun- 
cil should be responsible for 
the overall distribution of 
funding for the arts (although 
not necessarily doing much it- 
self in the way of individual 
grant-giving) and for under- 
taking research and devising 
arts policy that, encompasses 


the wider cultural industries 
and the commercial sector. It 
should also stand up as a pow- 
erful advocate for the arts. 

Well, one could argue that 
it should have been doing 
most of this already. But let’s 
not be picky. This foture role 
as a policy body, with the re- 
gions distributing funds lo- 
cally, makes some sense, and 
might save the Council from 
abolition by an increasingly 
sceptical government. The 
successes of Adventures in 
Motion Pictures and others in 
the West End show that the 
subsidised and commercial 
sectors are closely linked. And 
the public never differentiates 
between them anyway. A na- 
tional cultural strategy should 
embrace both. 

Most pleasing was a sen- 
tence in Devlin’s speech which 
said that the Council should 
put subsidy into seat-pricing 
structures which “make the 
arts affordable for the major- 
ity of people, and not just a 
well-heeled Slite". At last, a 
glimmer of recognition that 
price determines access, and 
that the best thing a subsidy 
body can do is to bring down 
ticket prices. The effect could 
not be better illustrated than 
by the sell-out success of Ray- 
mond Gubbay’s cut-price but 
stunning Madam Butterfly now 
playing at the Royal Albert 
Hall (and reviewed above). 
Bringing ticket prices down, 
making transport to arts 
events safer and more effi- 
cient: these are things rarely 
discussed by funding bodies. 
But they are crucial to bring- 
ing in more punters. 


O ur expedition enrise aboard 
the ideally suited ‘Professor 
Multanovsky' will rake us 
feoro Aberdeen do Oban on an 
island odyssey ro inaccessible 
places of great natural beauty, rich 
wildlife and mystical history. With 
jusi 40 or so like-irimded souk we 
will sail to seldom visited islands 
on the hinges of the Orkney and 
Shetland groups - Cbpinsay, Fair 
Isle, Mousa, the Out Skerries and 
Fouk and then head for the 
Hebrides and such gems as the 
World Heritage Site of St Kilda, North 
Rona and Canna. 

This unique voyage will appeal to 
those who wish to visit some of the 
remotest islands of the kingdom and see 
some of its emaordinary, prolific seabird 
life. Explore (he shores forgiey and 
common seals and the cliffs for puffins 
and gannets, walk amongst the mins of 
past habitation and enjoy' the peace and 
spectacular scenery which has changed 
little in centuries. 

' THE PROFESSOR MULEWOVSKY 
Built in Finland for the former Soviet 
Union's programme of polar and 
oceanographic research, she has been 
refurbished for expeditionary uaveL The 
Multanovsky is a comfortable and well 
equipped vessel, accommodating a ' 
maximum of 48 passengers. ■ 

AO passenger accommodation has 
outside views and you can choose 
between a two berm cabin with shower 
and toilet ora two bedded cabin with 
shared facilities. 

Public areas indude a lounge/bar with 
library, single sitting dining room, dinic, 
sauna, ana an 'open' bridge where 
passengers are free to visit at most times. 
The beany and excellent meals are 
supervised by European staff. 

Looking after the day to day 
programme on board will be tne 
expedition leader and the ream. There will 
be no formal entertainment, bur the 
expedition team will organise briefings 
ami illustrated talks. For our forays ashore 
we will use the vessel's Zodiac craft 
allowing us great flexibility. 



A Nine Day Exploration of 
the Northern Isles & the Hebrides 
Aboard the ‘Professor Multanovsky’ 
7th to 25th June 1998 
15A to 23rd June 1998* 



THE ITINERARY 
We expea to explore and land on a 
number of remote islands, taking advantage 
of weather conditions to use our time ro 
maximum effect. We hope to achieve die 
following; 

Aberdeen. Embark ‘Prof Multanovslty’ in 
the afternoon and sail. The expedition 
leader 

will introduce the team and outline the 
vuyage plans. 

Cbpinsay. lb the east of Orkney and 
Scapa Flow are the tiny islands of 
Copinsay. 

cruise the mile-long cliffs with their 
spectacular birdfife. 

Fair Isle. Laying claim to be the most 
isolated inhabited isle in the UK Here we 
can stretch our legs on an island walk, 
perhaps visiting the Bird Observatory and 
searching out the puffin slopes. The any 
P°ptilatKjn of 50 or so islanders always 
exrend a warm welcome. 

Mousa. South of Lerwick is the 


uninhabited island of Mousa. 
Hopefully, we should see basking 
common and grey seals and ottos. 
Here we will also see one of the 
best examples of a Broch (fortified 
form). 

Foula. South west of Shetland lies 
fijula, home to thousands of auks, 
guillemots, puffins and ltitriwakes. 
breeding on a breath takingly high 
cliff known as the Noup. In the 
island's ponds we will look for red- 
necked phalaropes and red- 
throated divas. The colonies of 
Arctic skuas and great skuas are 
amongpt the largest in the North Atlantic. 
North Rona. Our first landfall in the 
Hebrides will be the lovely, lonely Island of 
North Rona. Here we may find leach's 
petrels nesting and nearby colonies of 
great black-backed gulls, great skuas and 
puffins. This is also a breeding ground for 
grey seals, in the evening we " 
circumnavigate Sula Sgeir with its 
thousands of gannets. 

St KLkfa. Remote and spectacular; the St 
Kfida archipdago is home to vast numbers 
■of seabirds. Washer permitting we will go 
ashore by Zodiac to Hina, where the 
village which was deserted by the islanders 
in 1930 is now being restored by the 
National Trust for Scotland. 

Circumnavigate Boreray and 
the stacks. 

Canna. Here, on this National Trust for 
Scotland property, nr will enjoy coastal 
walks, looking for shorebirds, golden and 
white-tailed eagles and peregrine falcons. 
Oban. Arm? in the morning and 
disembark after breakfast. 

Prices rmg from £995 per person sharing a 
three bedded calm (with shared fadhks) to 
£1795 per person in a stale. Single cabins 
from £3695. 

• Soils in reverse order from Ohm w Aiwdan 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

Please telephone 0171-409 0376 
(7 days a week during office houre>. 
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Let’s be allowed to tune in to what really turns us on 
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Childcare tax breaks 


I AM delighted to see you have 
started a campaign to help 
working mothers like myself, f 
work as a researcher for an MP, 
and although 1 love my job, it 
is actually costing me money to 
work- Because 1 work long 
hours and my son is not yet at 
school, childcare absorbs all 
my after-tax income. A small 
amount of Family Credit is left 
to cover all tny other living costs. 

There are many people 
working in Parliament, who 
aren’t MPs, who are Likely to 
need workplace childcare (re- 
port, 19 February), and sub- 
sidised childcare at tbaL There 
are surveys sent out once in a 
while to try and determine the 
demand for a nursery in Par- 
liament. So far they have 
demonstrated that there is not 
enough demand to justify a 
nursety. But surely that’s be- 
cause parents who would need 
it arc not here to be surveyed 
- because they have difficulty ar- 
ranging or affording childcare. 
--EMMA THORPE 
ThameslXnm^Surrey 


FAR from the sinister motives 
implied in nor returning a call 
from Fran Abrams to com- 
ment on a campaign for child- 
care in the House of Commons 
(“No room for children in the 
house”, 19 February), may I say 
that I both support the cam- 
paign and returned her call. 

I believe that affordable 
quality childcare is crucial in 
providing equal opportunities in 
the workplace and the House of 
Commons is no exception. Over 
1500 staff work in and around 
the House of Commons and I 
hope that we can set an exam- 
ple to other employers by prac- 
tising family friendly policies. I 
have given my full support to the 


Mmm, what's up. Doc? What ft up, you . 
long-eared pyjama sack, is that some of 
us Europeans have bad enough of your ho- 
mogenised American culture infiltrating 
our precious heritage and want to put a 
stop to it As we report today, the Nether- 
lands government wants to impose a 
quota on concerts, reserving 7 per cent of 
performing time for the work of Dutch 
composers. 

This is only the latest instance in a long 
tradition of cultural protectionism, much 
of which is primarily a reaction against 
American dominance. Cultural protec- 
tionism is particularly strong in Canada, 
a country with a national psyche largely 
defined by its relationship with its massive, 
and massively vulgar, neighbour. It has 
controls on magazine publishing and 
quotas for popular music on the radio as 
well as pop videos on television. The pur- 
pose is not explicitly to buDd a dyke agains t 
a tide of American pap, but to foster 
^world-beating talent” of Canada’s own. 
As if Neil Young and the Cowboy Junldes 


needed subsidy tej succeed (and ask not 
who the Cowboy Junldes migh t be: Sir Je- 


who the Cowboy Junldes might be: Sir Je- 
remiah Hannan, tljie “out-of-touch judge”, 
has just been sacked for less). 

On the other i side of the Atlantic, 
France has been ‘the most enthusiastic 
builder of ram parts! to preserve its own cul- 


tural purify. It was France which led the 
failed initiative to require half of all tele- 
vision broadcasting in the European 
Union to be European-made. It was 
France which took the global free-trade 
negotiations, Gatt, to the brink because 
it insisted on - and eventually obtained - 
special treatment for its film and televi- 
sion industries. 

And it is France which is now leading 
the (±aige against the attempt to liberalise 
cross-border investment in the 29 rich 
countries in the OECD club. Earlier this 
-week, French fihn-makeis demonstrated 
in Paris in support of the minister of cul- 
ture, who is resisting a ban on discrimi- 
nation against foreign investors. This 
would outlaw French attempts to protect 
their own film industry, and amounts to 
an American attack on French “cultural 
identify”, according to Jean-Jacques 
Beineix, director of Betty Blue. . 

It is easy for us to sneer at French de- 
fensiveness. We like to think Fraaglais is 
funny, and to adopt an air of superiority 

about the ability of En glish to absorb words 
from French - and many other languages. 
But we speak a dialect of American, af- 
ter all and can share much more easily 
both in Disney fantasy and in Hollywood 
drama without being constantly aware that 
it is foreign. Despite our knee-jerk anti- 



culture, is a sensitive subject French, once 
franca of an empire, now 
enu^before the global perwsiveneK of 
English. The Dutch - the very 


cringes before thegtooat 

noiyglot English. The Dutch - the very 

KSeyareknownto^ 

finalises them as an adjunct °f die 

Deutschen-speakafiail and pastel 

compromise between English and Ger- 
manjn both of which they axe often also 

ftaart- .... . 


ihe unneu jwugw^ — r- 

that special measures of legal protection 
and taxpayer subsidy are justified for a lan- 
guage such as Welsh. But it is a long step 
? ■ a nmmnHnfT a language 


- those who nave nut r-rr 

^for the compulsory 

^“tundtohe^Ap- 


^Sm welsh. Bit i. is a tong step ^ Belgian compos- 

from preserving and promoting a P ^ feme t0 the fact that he once 

to drawing up quotas for cultural products. . w fcjch is just five mm* 

. M u»a «,« rniiRt take issue with composed a p nn-hM, 


IO orawiug uy fcjuunw «« — 

And this is where we must take issue with 
the Dutch government's decree. 

However much our knees might jerk 
in sympathy with the protection of national 
cultural autonomy, this kind of crude quo- 
ta must be rejected. It is as doomed in the 
cultural sphere as it is in the interaation- 


Americanism, we consume American cul- 
ture avidly, and our lives have been great- 
ly enriched by it. Continental Europeans . 
are mocked by hiwoiy, too, in that the cre- 
ative spade of the Californian film indus- 
try was exported from Europe, largely by 
Russian Jewish emigres. 

But language, the substructure of 


Ujw auuivfc>uw — 

will be counter-productive. Already op- 
ponents claim that the fact that composers 
can be considered “Dutch" if they have 


made a “long-term and significant con- 
tribution to Dutch music" could let in 


Bach, Mozart, Beethoven. Schubert and 
Mahler. Getting around the 3 per cent 


£^Ta piece which fa jus. five >ri» 

-aasESsagg 

play a Belgian composition on foreign 

tOU We are not opposed to official support 
for all forms of art and culture - on the 
contrary, we are campaigning for me 
Government to do more. But we are 
against this kind of Pooterisra. In a free 
society with (despite some imperfections 
in the markets for newspapers and satel- 
lite television) free media, people should 
be allowed to see, hear and buy whatev- 
er art turns them on, wherever it comes 
from. 


LETTERS 


THE Government makes much 
of its commitment to a nation- 
al childcare strategy, but 1 fail 
to see how any system imple- 
mented can be fair and work- 
able until it is focused on every 
working mother in this country, 
rather than just on those who 
are most needy or at the low- 
est end of the pay scale. 

Labour’s efforts to improve; - 
childcare provision as part of its’ 
New Deal programme are com- ' : 
□readable. But the majority of! 1 
mothers with children are not * 
claiming benefit. Many mil- 1, 
lions of us have paid into the tax 
and benefits system for years, 
only to find that as soon as we 
decide to start a family, the 
doors of state support are 
dosed to us. 

How can a ^stem which wiD- 
ingly taxes women when they 
are childless and commitment- 
free, but which refuses to give 
them anything in return when 
they are mast in need of sup- 
port. be a just one? 

If this government is to re- 
tain the crucial support of fe- 
male voters, it must look at ways 
of recognising the vast eco- 
nomic contribution made by 
working mothers, and examine 
workable incentives to those 
who wish to return to work af- 
ter childbirth and continue con- 
tributing to the Treasury 
through the tax system. The In- 
dependent’s suggestion of an 
JEL800 tax credit is an excellent 
start. 

LJ WRIGHT 
London N22 



Bidding for the possessions of the Duke and Duchess of Windsor at Sotheby’s in New York 


End of a love story 

THE sale in New York of the 
household and personal effects 
of (he late Duke and Duchess 
of Windsor is a historic and 
poignantly sad occasion - it is 
the final chapter to the truest 
love story of this century. 

The Duke and Duchess 
were a couple who lived and 


loved and faced their destiny, 
and I came to know them in 
France after they had lived 
many yeans in exile. In Febru- 
ary 1972 the American Hospi- 
tal of Paris where I was nursing 
at the time, asked me to take 
special charge of the Duke of 
Windsor after his exploratory 
operation. 

The Duchess was* severely 


criticised, but in my view it was 
a relationship which started out 
as an innocent interest on her 
part, then through genuine love 
developed with landslidespeed 
into a major monarchy crisis. 

I know the world, and his- 
tory, have judged the Duke of 
Windsor and found him want- 
ing as a public figure; but T knew 
him as a private man. I came to 


see that his courage in illness 
was as staunch as bis courage in 
love. He was geoerous and nev- 
er complained of the fain of ill- 
ness or the pain of exile. 

The depth of the Duchess’s 
love was enduring. When I ar- 
rived at their home in the Buis 
de Boulogne to nurse him there 
after his release from hospital 
the Duchess gave me a gift, a 


campaign by various trade 
unions representing staff of the 
House of Commons and I will 
continue to do so. 

RUTH KELLY MP 

{Bolton West. Lab) 

House of Commons 
London SWJ 


ALASTAIR MEEKS (letter, 
20 February) displays an all-too- 
common form of shortsighted- 
ness. If he plans to draw a 
pension of any kind, it will be 
other people's children who 
support him after his retirement. 
SAIRASALIM1 
London W10 


HARRIET HARMAN’S re- 
sponse (19 February) to your 
campaign is very disappointing. 
Instead of allowing us to spend 
our own money on whatever 
childcare arrangement we deem 
suitably she is taring a national 
childcare strategy devised by 
politicians and implemented by 
“childcare workers”. 

For families with several 
shall children, such as mine, no 
institutionalised childcare 
arrangement can be suitable. 
Having someone live-in has 
proved a workable solutlonjox. 
us, although I have tospend half 
of my income on childcare. My 
husband's income is nearly all 
spent on the mortgage (we pay 
£120 more since Labour came 
to power), which makes it im- 
perative for me to work. 

The solution put forward by 
The Independent has the ad- 
vantage that it allows people to 
devise their own childcare strat- 
egy whether it means nurseries, 
neighbourhood chlldmmdrng 
or nannies from Australia, 
rather than rely on Nanny Har- 
man to do it for them. 
MARIANNE OGUBOYE 
London SW19 


Gulf crisis 


WHAT a barbaric century this 
has been, with governments 
throughout the world deciding 
that it was permissible to 
slaughter unarmed people to 
further their aims. In spite of 
Dresden, Hiroshima and Viet- 
nam, our politicians continue to 
cling to the bombing option. 

This is a suitable time for the 
United Nations to consider the 
problem ot war- against civilian 
populations. We have reached 
the point where the defenceless 
now suffer the most, while the 
military is iaigefy cocooned from 
the worst effects of its actions. 

We must strive to produce a 
culture of thought in the Unit- 
ed Nations that outlaws 
blitzkrieg tactics. The major 
powers should decide, as an in- 
ternational principle, that the 
bombing of one nation by an- 
other is never to be regarded as 
a final “diplomatic" option. 
JOHN EVANS 
Cambridge 


appeasing a ruthless dictator. 
Another mistake of history we 
would do well not to forget - 
and one which contributed at 
least equally to the outbreak of 
war in Europe in 1939 - is the 
dictated peace of the Treaty of 
Versailles. This taught us that 
it is short-sighted and danger- 
ous to humiliate and ruin a 
proud nation. 

The British have been taught 
more hard lessons than most in 
the history of conflict and con- 
flict resolution across the world, 
not least of all in Iraq itself. Let 
us draw on this experience and 
really learn the lessons of our 
history, not just convenient se- 
lections from it. 

Dr PAUL O’PREY 
Bristol 


damage” on Iraq, I again won- 
der where the madness lies. 

Dr MALCOLM MORRISON 
Edinburgh 


Landmine campaign 


THE 1991 photograph of the 
immolation of the retreating 
Iraqi convey on the road to Bas- 
ra stands as an arresting image 
of the brutality and horror of 
war. A US soldier, on viewing 
that carnage, remarked that 
this had been brought about “by 
the madness of one man”. I 
wasn't sure then to whom he was 
referring, and now, seven years 
on. when I hear our Defence 
Secretary threatening “ massive 


I HAVE not “quit" the Inter- 
national Campaign to Ban 
Landmines (report, 13 Febru- 
ary). Nor am 1 keeping my 
share of the Nobel money for 
personal use. As of the end of 
February, I will no longer accept 
a salary, benefits or expenses 
from the campaign. 1 will use the 
Nobel money, one half of which 
goes to US taxes, for the plea- 
sure of doing my job. 

I am no longer with the 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Foundation (WAF). In June of 
last year, WAF began to pub- 
licly state its intention to great- 
ly diminish its involvement or 
withdraw entirely from the in- 
ternational side of the campaign 
after the treaty was signed this 
past December in Ottawa, and 
to focus on the US. When the 
WAF derided to abruptly ter- 
minate our relationship, J was 
imm ediately reaffirmed as co- 
ordinator of the ICBL by the 
other 10 members of the cam- 
paign’s steering committee. 


WE are being urged not to re- 
peat the mistakes of history by 
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Established by God 


DESPITE what Paul Vallely 
writes (“Established values” . 
19 February), the issue of the es- 
tablishment. or possible dises- 
tablishment, of the Church of 
England, is not one which ex- 
ercises the minds of clergy or 
laify agreat deal: it is sometimes 
a nuisance, but otherwise all but 
irrelevant. The state regards us 
as established when it is con- 
venient for it to do so, but when 
it comes to the paying of VAT 
we are a private organisation. 

I do what 2 do because I am 
a priest of a Christian church. My 
local church does what it does be- 
cause it is part of the worldwide 
church, not because of any no- 
tional link with the stale. And we 
do what we do in collaboration, 
not competition, with the other 
churches in the area. 

My job is to attempt to be a 
pastor to anyone, good, bad or 
indifferent, living in my parish: 
the job of my church is to open 
its doors and be available to 
them, come what may. We don’t 
need to be established by the 
state to do that- our establish- 
ment is older than England itself 
JOHN WILLIAMS 
Rector of West Wittering and 
Birdham with Itchenor 
Infest Wittering West Sussex 


Strength of being highly visible, 
national organisations which can 
offer a great deal to their donors 
in the form of kudos. Many less 
welt-resourced companies might 
soon find themselves face down 
in the malmsey. 

Smaller organisations cannot 
compete in terms of prising 
open the wallets of the wealthy. 
Their clients might be the 
young, the unemployed, the 
disabled. They may operate on 
a local leveL so that much of 
their work is unseen. Or they 
may produce experimental 
work. All useful, necessary and 
potentially of very high qualify, 
but just not “sexy" enough to at- 
tract private giving. They would 
consider life without public sub- 
sidy as being very unfeir indeed. 

ROD BCRTLES 

General Manager 

MiUon Keynes CityOrchestra 


Jobs for the bands 


Photograph: Reuters 


brooch of the smallest carnation 
in the world designed by the 
Duke and made by Cartier “to 
thank me for bringing the Duke 
safely home". 

New with no earthly collec- 
tion of possessions left we must 
pray they are both safely home. 
OONAGH SHANLEY- 
TOFFOLO 
London SW5 


It is inaccurate to say that 
WAF funds much of the cam- 
paign's work. Various mem- 
bers of the campaign, such as 
Human Rights Vfotch. Handi- 
cap International of France 
and Belgium, the LHC Working 
Group on Landmines and the 
Cambodia Campaign, have con- 
tributed as many human and fi- 
nancial resources as has WAF 
to our international work. In 
fact, the bulk of WAFs staff 
and financial resources have 
gone to lobbying efforts in 
Washington. 

The international campaign 
is already pressing all 1 23 gov- 
ernments that have signed the 
treaty to ratify it as soon as pos- 
sible. We will continue our 
work to untvcrsalise the treaty, 
recognising the importance of 
having all countries sign. The 
campaign simply put its early 
emphasis on those countries al- 
ready seriously contaminated 
with mines -such as Cambodia, 
Angola. Bosnia, Croatia, 
Mozambique, all of which have 
signed the treaty. Bringing the 
US on hoard has always been 
part of the strategy of the cam- 
paign - along with Russia, Chi- 
na. India and Pakistan, for 
example. The major difference 
with WAF has simply been one 
of liming and focus. 

JODY WILLIAMS 
Co-ordinator, ICBL 
Alexandria. I'bgbua 
Tire writer is J997 Nobel 
Laureate for Peace 


Paying for the arts 

ANDREAS WhitLam Smith's 
argument that “the best way to 
save the arts is to remove the 
single payer" (17 February) pa- 
pers over a number of cracks. 

He is incorrect to suggest 
that most arts organisations 
rely overwhelmingly on a single 
funder. This is not the case for 
many organisations who al- 
ready put together a patch- 
work of income from many 
sources, including the Arts 
Council or regional arts boards, 
local authorities, businesses, 
box office and private giving. 
Whilst the loss of one of these 
sources would be damaging, it 
would not necessarily be fatal. 

Second, he assumes that, hav- 
ing plotted its demise, a culture 
of philanthropy towards the arts 
would spring up to carry foe cof- 
fin of the Arts Council. I suspect 
that he is too optimistic. Whilst 
a number of Britain's larger arts 
institutions have indeed lapped 
into private giving, foey have the 


AS someone who has woriced as 
a roadie and a tour manager. 2 
find the views expressed by 
Alan McGee, the director of 
Creation Records, totally wrong 
(report, 18 February). 

The musicians who are most 
productive are engaged in some 
sort of employment. They can 
relate to everyday life and also 
afford to tour. They are able to 
spend more money on decent 
rehearsal facilities and a record- 
ing studio, and on professional 
advice and equipment 

A look at any listings mag- 
azine will show how many bands 
are trying to “make it" at any 
given time. Very few will make 
it to become household names. 
Why doesn’t the Government 
bring in a loan fystem, as they 
have for students, so that mu- 
sicians may return the money 
paid to support them, when they 
become rich? 

CRD HAYES 
London M2 


Posse of preachers 

GRAHAM DON suggests (let- 
ter, J9 February) a posse of mis - 
sionaries be sent to Northern 
Ireland. The last thing North- 
ern Ireland needs is more 
preachers. A posse to round up 
the existing ones seems a more 
attractive proposition. 
HOWARD INGRAM 
Belfast 
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SCRIBBLERS AGAINST 
THE GULF WAR 


ft is regrettable that this newspaper, unlike 
the Daily Telegraph and the New Statesman, 
failed to publish the recent stirring letter 
protesting against the forthcoming war 
against Iraq, and written by a collective called 
Media Workers Against The War. The sie- 
natones included two comedians, a novd- 
ist, two Guardian columnists, the editor of 
the Modem Review and Paul Fool As an old 
left-wmger myself I wish that they had asked 
me to sign it too. The name is a good one; 
anything with the word “Worker” in it still 
makes me feel agreeably militant And 
“Comedians And Columnists Against The 
War* 1 doesn t have quite the same associa- 
tive force. 

Pointing out that the last Gulf war “was 
not a war at all, but a slaughter”, the Media 
Workers make an impassioned plea that we 
should not lend credence to “a ruthless sec- 
ond adventure that will solve nothing in the 
Gulf and end in another bloodbath”. 

This must be right. A proper war entails 
thousands of deaths on both sides. Asa mod- 
el one could take the fran-Iraq conflict, in 
which the invasion of Iran led to a 10-year 
struggle in which millions were killed or 
wounded. Dreadful though it was, it was 
nonetheless a true meeting of equals, not the 
appalling lopsided duck-shoot that the Gulf 
war became. 

And what did the latter achieve? Apart 
horn the liberation of Kuwait (a mixed bless- 
ing if ever there was one, especially for the 
Filipino worker-slaves of the Kuwaiti oli- 
garchy), absolutely nothing. 

Which brings us to the present. Having 
supplied Saddam with many of the agents 
necessary for the manufacture of horrific 
weapons of mass destruction, we in the West 
now seem almost pedantically determined 
to prevent him from keeping them. While 


the Media Workers and 1 support adherence 
10 the United Nations Resolution number 
whatever-it-was, any sensible person cannot 
help but feel that such a necessarily intru- 
sive process will be bound to provoke re- 
sistance from the Iraqi authorities. These 
problems should be handled politely, not with 
the language of threat and war. Anyway, he 
didn't actually use all that nerve gas during 
the Gulf war, did he? 

And yet, here we are, preparing to send 
the bombers over to kill the terrified women 
and children (and men) of Iraq, simply so 
that we can gel our hands on a vial or two 
of anthrax which Saddam may very well nev- 
er even use. And all this without the sup- 
port of any of the governments in the 
region. Friends, how insane raq we get? 

Insaner, I’m afraid. For, actually, things 
are even worse than the Media Workers have 
realised. Just this week, in Las Vegas, two 
US citizens. Lany Wayne Harris and W illiam 
Leavitt, were surrounded in their Mer- 
cedes by armed representatives of the dis- 
credited federal government, forced out of 
Lhe vehicle and imprisoned without trial. 

Why? Because it was thought that they 
might be in possession of anthrax, botulinas 
toxin and ridn - some of the most deadly 
substances known to man. The US Army’s 
Biohazard team moved in and took away 10 
bags marked “biological”, which is now be- 
ing tested at an Air Force base in Nevada. 

There are some very interesting parallels 
here between this case and that of Iraq; par- 
allels that tell us much about bow we are gov- 
erned. In the first place, iris not actually Utegal 
for US citizens to possess (for their own pur- 
poses) such toxins. Why then arrest these 
men? Second, it is certain that the anthrax 
and botulinas toxin were purchased in the 
US itself, so how about that for hypocrisy? 

Now, it is true that one of the Las Vegas 
Two, Mr Harris, had a previous conviction 
for fraudulently obtaining bubooic plague 
culture. But this fact merely serves to em- 
phasise that he hadn't actually used either 
the bubonic plague or the anthrax. Mr Har- 
ris may not be great guy, but that doesn't 
mean that you've got to jump him . 

Next, in another echo of the propagan- 
da onslaught against Iraq, it was suggested 
that Mr Hams and Mr Leavitt were plan- 
ning an anthrax strike against the New York 
subway. This accusation has now been firm- 
ly denied by the mayor of New York. So can 
one escape the suspicion that this arrest co- 
incides too neatly with the latest stage of the 
Lewinsky investigation? 

Of course it is true that Mr Harris is a 
well-known neo-Nazi, a member of the Chris- 
tian Identity Church, for which Jews are 
“Satan’s children”, blades are “mud people" ' 
and which supports toppling the democra- 
tically elected Amerkan ^government by 
force. And it is also ti^e that his associates 
are rich, well-armed’and bonkers. Though 
it must be said at once that Mr Harris is, if 
anything, slightly less anti-Semitic than the 
Iraqi regime (with whom be has, in the past, 
had contact). 

But there is no evidence that dealing with 
such people by force does any good. It is al- 
ways the innocent who suffer, whether in 
Baghdad or Waco. So to that end I call upon 
my comrades in Media Workers Against The 
War to join my campaign, just as I endorse 
theirs. My slogan? Give the Nazis Back Their 
Anthrax. 


Yes, they pull a few (apron) 
strings, but is that a crime? 
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DAVID 
WALKER 
IN DEFENCE OF 
FREEMASONRY 


When Michael Higham, the 
Masonic bigwig, was being 
knocked about by MPs the 
other day he used a curious 
phrase. The Freemasons, he 
claimed, are a “freedom asso- 
ciation”. Masons? AD that re- 
galia, clandestine meetings, 
enigma wrapped in allegory, 
aprons, back-scratching and - 
without question - occasional 
dabbling in conspiracy to per- 
vert the course of justice. 

Yet be was right Political 
freedom means that between 
state and individuals there have 
to exist layered institutions al- 
lowing us room to manoeuvre 
without interference from 
above. Our brand of free- 
market capitalism only works 
because economic activity is 
embedded in a dense network 
of social norms and relation- 
ships of trust, which form 
around voluntary organisations. 
Freemasonry is such an insti- 
tution and such a form of trust 
No Freemasons, less freedom. 

You don’t have to tip your 
wig to Edmund Burke to see his 
“little platoons" do embed us 
in society and help protect 
against tyranny. (Conspiracy 
theory watch: Burke was also a 
paid-up Mason.j. < Gne of 
Thatcherism's greatest errors 
was her misunderstanding of 
the nature of markets, as if in-' 
divi duals were the be-all and 
. end-all ^whep in fact — as the 1 . 
Russians arq painfully discov-. ' 
ering- without a dense civil so- 
ciety, market economies slip 
into crime and corruption. 

Think, this weekend; of the 
ties that bind ... the bowls 
clubs, boy scouts, the National 
Trust, Greenpeace, the United 
Reformed Church, Chelsea 
Football Club, the Attlee 
Memorial Runners ...and, yes, 
the United Grand Lodge. None 
of them belongs to the state. 
Each is bigger than the indi- 
viduals who form their mem- 
bers. Britain is thickly planted 
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Shake a leg: celebrations for the Grand Masonic Lodge’s 275th anniversary 


with them; they are part of the 
national formula for political 
peace and social stability. 

Tb call Chris Muffin, the 
Chairman of the Commons’ 
Home Affairs Committee, a 
despot, would be silly. The 
balding, bespectacled Labour 
MP burnished his credentials as 
a civil libertarian by his tireless 
campaigning against state in- 
justice on behalf of the Birm- 
ingham Six. 

Yet he flirts with a danger- 
ous attack not just on individ- 
ual liberty - for why on earth 
should not grown men be al- 
lowed to join together for the 
purposes of rolling up their 
trouser legs if they so wish -but 
on the social foundations of lib- 
erty. A state which cannot tol- 
erate, let alone protect, the 
privacy of its citizens, is a dan- 
gerous one indeed. Mr Mullin, 
cm the left of the Labour Party, 
knows full well that the trade 
union movement only exists be- 
cause the state deliberately de- 
cided not to look inside its 
lodges and rituals. 

So it wasn't just the dis- 
tastefulness of the bullying to 
which he and his colleagues sub- 
jected the Mason’s chief exec- 
utive (the MPs’ credibility as 
earnest seekers after truth and 
justice would be a lot greater if 
they ever harried ministers in 
the same way). It was the dis- 
proportion in their response to 
allegations about Masonic in- 
volvement in conspiracy. So for. 


in Britain, we have avoided im- 
porting the American culture of 
conspiracy. People here by and 
large believe that the problem 
with conspiracy is that, if it is 
to succeed, it requires conspir- 
ators to be amazingly clever. 
But when we look at the evi- 
dence, cock-up is always a bet- 
ter bet. From the arms-to-Iraq 
back to Buster Crabbe, die 
Cleveland child abuse or any 
other Great British Conspira- 
cies: prefer the simple expla- 
nation every time. 

Police officers- in the West 
Midlands, to name but one 
suspect force - were Masons. 
They conspired together. In- 
justice resulted. But is that 
really an indictment of Masonry 
rather than a condemnation of 
police management. The West 
Midlands Police Authority is 
more at fault than Masons.- . 

Similarly kr the courts. The 
problem is surely not that' 
judges belong fo a secret soci- 
ety but that tiie judiciary las, 
at least until recently, barely 
been managed and certainly not 
subjected to external scrutiny. 
You could add this to the 
charge sheet: if you appoint 
only men of a certain age, 
schooling and background to 
positions where their efficien- 
cy and effectiveness is never ex- 
amined, is it really surprising 
they get away with . .. murder? 

Masonry has, evidently, not 
lived up to its own ideals. On 
its escutcheon the Grand 


Lodge says firmly that “any at- 
tempt to use membership to 
promote business, profession- 
al or personal interests” is con- 
trary to its ethic; officially, a 
Mason ’s prime duty is to the law 
of the land. Brother constable 
and Master judge have let the 
side down in a big way ... but 
then what organisation 
(churches included) ever lives 
up to its own ethical biffing? 

Masonry has always been a 
queer kind of secret sodety. 
Whlk down the main street in 
Laurencekirk and the most im- 
posing building - it challenges 
the Church of Scotland for 
size -is the Lodge. In Scotland, 
Masonry really does, like golf, 
belong to the people, or at least 
those involved in the building 
trade and medium-sized com- 
merce. Step forward Brother 
RabbieBuhis. 

* English Masonry, Mke most 
things E n glish , is snootier. *Thc 
' Grand Lodge’s web site (well; 
it was inevitable they would 
have one) lists among former 
grandees admirals, field mar- 
shals and bishops. But just be- 
cause the Duke of Kent is 
Grand Master does not mean 
every fantasist’s dream about 
Jack the Ripper being a royal 
deviant is true. Freemasons’ 
lodges are only one among 
many forms of association. I 
confess that I belong to what 
used to be called a gentle- 
man’s dub, with an imposing 
portico on Pall Mall - but it 


does not make me either a gen- 
tleman or a potential conspir- 
ator a gainst justice and good 
procedure. 

Is Masonry really so tainted 

that Jack Straw fa justified in 
forcing police officers and 
judges to declare membership 
as a condition of entry to the 
job ... and if Masonry why not 

also membership of the MCC. 
the Roman Catholic Church, 
the Tory Party? How many pri- 
vate dining societies does the 
House of Commons support? 
To call this government’s think- 
ing about privacy incoherent fa 
an understatement _ 

'Mien Masons, rather wist- 
fully, try to remind eveiyone 
that in the past they have been 
less wedded to the established 
order, they do have a point. 
After all Brother Wolfeang 
had a liberal, anti-authoritari- 
an sensibility. 

History will not save them 
but sociology ought to. The 
Grand Lodge should purenase 
for its library several copies of 
the books by (New Labour 
friendly) Robert Putnam on 
civil society in Italy and the 
United Stales along with - 
shelf of recent Demos pam- 
phlets, especially those written 
by Geoff Mtilgan, now resident 
at Number 10. AD that stuff 
about networks, connectivity 
and trust ... that is exactly 
what aprons, bare breasts, dag- 
gers and passwords are all 
about. 


Draw a lace veil over the Lord Chancellor 



ANTHONY 

SCRIVENER 

DERRY IRVINE’S 
NEW CURTAINS 


It is time people started to 
think about the Lord Chan- 
cellor’s human rights - like 
everyone else he is entitled to 
a right or two. Ir really fa too 
bad everyone giving him stick 
over a scrap of wallpaper and 
some alleged curtains. 1 have 
to say “afleged" because it ap- 
pears that lhe curtains - al- 
legedly - are covered by the 
Official Secrets Act and I do 
not want to end up in the 
Tbwer, not unless of course the 
Lord Chancellor fa going to 
furnish my cell. 

It’s too much. Being ac- 
cused of profligacy is a serious 
matter for a Scotsman, al- 
most as bad as being called 
generous. As for looting his 
homeland's art treasures ... 
just because he is borrowing a 
skip or two of pictures to 
deaden the impact of all that 
wallpaper. 

The canceQarial apartment 
in the House of Lords over- 
looks the River Thames and it 
goes with mTud’s job. Some 
people get a Rover and some 
people get luncheon vouch- 
ers ... the Lord Chancellor 
gets robes, black stockings, the 
right to sit on a sack of wool 
and an apartment. 

So there you are with this 
apartment some 50ft above the 
ground and you obviously 
need curtains. Admittedly it’s 
not quite like the housing es- 
tate where one spent one's 
childhood in abject poverty 
and where the neighbours and 
others could look in and see 
you changing your socks. But 
there fa a risk of being seen by 


heficopters and people in air- 
liners on the flight path to 
Heathrow with binoculars or 
a telescope and a yen to have 
a quick peer. So obviously 
you need curtains for a bit of 
privacy. A Lord Chancellor 
has to take off and pul on his 
trousers all through the day be- 
cause he has to dress up for the 
House of Lords. 

So there is this great need 
for curtains. But you can hard- 
ly expect the Lord ChanceUor 
Lo go for the suburban lace va- 
riety from John Lewis (never 


comfortable if one suspected 
that the Lord ChanceUor did 
not have a bit of privacy for aU 
the dressing and undressing he 
has to do? The fact is that a 
bit of decent material is need- 
ed - not some cheap smutter 
from Petticoat Lane. 

It is the same with the wall- 
paper. You can hardly stick up 
Laima Ashley on bits of the na- 
tional heritage - you don’t see 
that at Windsor Castle or even 
the Palace. Although flock 
wallpaper sends out the right 
ethnic message we could not 


Chancellor to wake up in the 
morning surrounded by 15ft 
high curtains with pulls and 
gold knobs on and Grecian urn 
type wallpaper, in a convert- 
ible sofabed from a mail order 
catalogue? No, no. In these 
surroundings you need some- 
thing grand and celestial: 
something you can ascend into 
at night and descend from in 
the morning. 

It is not fair to compare the 
cost of all this with the cost of 
providing legal aid certifi- 
cates. People who want legal 


‘Wouldn’t it be uncomfortable knowing the Lord 
Chancellor did not have a bit of privacy for all the 
undressing he has to do. A bit of decent material is needed 
- and not some cheap smutter from Petticoat Lane’ 


knowingly undersold). Bearing 
in min d the size of the windows 
you would need sheets of the 
stuff and even if you crinkle 
them up and sew in a bow or 
two you are still talking about 
a lot of lace. 

Then, of course, there is the 
heritage point. The Lord 
Chancellor’s apartment fa part 
of our National Heritage. If 
you are going to be made into 
a judge or if you are a judge 
who is going to be rebuked, you 
wfll be invited to this gra- 
cious apartment and there 
you will have an opportunity 
of savouring part of our pat- 
rimony. Wouldn’t it be un- 


really have the Lord Chan- 
cellor's pad looking like the lo- 
cal tandoori. So really do we 
have any choice other than to 
go for a thousand rolls or so 
of the hand-engraved stuff. 

This has to be a good use 
of public money. What people 
do not realise is that with this 
quality of merchandise you do 
not leave the leftovers in the . 
garage - this is stuff you could 
sell to some Eastern potentate 
or the French to paste up in 
Versailles. 

And now if that is not 
enough there is all this fuss 
about having a Ritzy bed. Do 
we really expect the Lord 


aid do not have the responsi- 
bility of looking after a bit of 
the National Heritage: all they 
are doing is embarking on 
some selfish litigation just to 
get some compensation for 
some injury or other they al- 
lege they have suffered. It fa 
quite different and comes un- 
der a different budget 
altogether. 

Nor do ordinary people 
understand the skill involved 
in getting money out of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury to pay for 
curtains. And after that you 
have to get clearance from the 
spin doctors et al. life fa not 
easy. Cardinal Wolsey did not 


have such trouble when he was 
doing up Hampton Court. 

The Lord ChanceUor is en- 
titled to privacy like eveiyone 
else - see Clause Eight of the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights. The amount 
people spend on curtains or 
wallpaper or even cushions fa 
a matter for privacy. Who 
knows how much William and 
Ffion spent on their curtains? 

These are aU private matters 
and they should be sensibly 
tucked away in the accounts as 
immaterial items under the 
beading of sundries or some- 
thin like that. An English- 
man’s home fa his castle and 
so’s a Scotsman's apartment. 

It was to be hoped that the 
Human Rights Bfll would en- 
sure privacy with respect to the 
cost of a person’s curtains 
and wallpaper. Sadly this may 
not be so. In such circum- 
stances the use of the Official 
Secrets Act is an obvious 
choice. You never know what 
devices could be attached to 
the folds of expensive cur tain 
material. There is an obvious 
security risk. The history of es- 
pionage is full of examples of 
secret policemen and securi- 
ty operatives stuffing micro- 
phones behind wallpaper. . 

You, private citizens, would 
not like to read about the cost 
of your curtains and wallpaper 
on the front page of a daily 
newspaper, would you? Let us 
lend our support, then, lo the 
rights of my Lord Chancellor. 

Anthony Scrivener QC is a 
former chairman of the Bar. 
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Molly Cusack Smith 


MOLLY CUSACK SMITH 
was for several decades living 
proof that the world of 
Somerville and Ross was not yet 
dead in Ireland. Amid the 
‘'hard-riding country gentle- 
men'’ and to the echo of 
“porter-drinker’s randy laugh- 
ter", she epitomised Yeats’s 
“indomitable Irisbiy”. Whatever 
the poet of order and high 
courtesy might have made of 
her legendary abrasiveness, he 
would certainly have been im- 
mensely proud of her unassail- 
able spirit 

Although she had been a 
successful couturier in London 
during the Second World Whr, 
it was as a horsewoman that 
Molly Cusack Smith was best 
known and admired. She was 
joint-master of the North Gal- . 
way hunt for 38 years, from 1946 
uadi she retired in 1984. She re- 
mained honorary master for the 
rest of her life. 

Her fine horsemanship com- 
bined with a natural flamboy- 
ance made her a national figure 
in the drab Ireland of the 1940s. 
She nearly always stole the 
Limelight at the Dublin Horse 
Shaw, and usually drew a stand- 
ing ovation as she led the Gal- 
way Blazers into the ring at the 
Royal Dublin Society. 

She bated the term “Anglo 
Irish" and never tired of point- 
ing out that while she might 
have married into that partic- 
ular strata of society, she came 
from one of the great Irish 
families - the O'Rorfce of Br~ 
effni- And besides, she insisted, 
she could swear as fluently in 
Gaelic as in English. 

She was bom in Dublin in 
1905. Her faiher. Charles 
Trench O’Rorke, owned a pack 
of harriers and hunted and 
fanned the wild and bare coun- 
tryside of North Galway. The 
O'Rorke were one of many 
great Irish families who for 


centuries paid obedience to 
the Anglo-Norman monarchs 
largely in order to safeguard 
their succession rights, which 
was not possible under file Irish 
clan system. 

A precocious only child, 
Molly was educated in England 
and France and started hunt- 
ing with her father’s pack when 
she was ten. But after a dis- 
agreement with him over hors- 
es, rite left for Paris. She started 
to study music but diverted to 
dress designing and in Lo ndo n 
established herself as a suc- 
cessful couturier, specialising in 
evening dresses. In later years 
she always designed her own 
hunting outfits. 

During the Paris years she 
became an accomplished cook, 
moved in artistic circles and had 
her portrait done by Augustus 
John. She met her future hus- 
band, Sir Dennot Cusack 
Smith, at a wartime cocktail par- 
ty in London. They wed in 1940 
but the marriage soon failed and 
Sir Dennot died while the di- 
vorce was going through. In a 
1992 interview she said the 
match was a very suitable one. 
“He was very rich and had a ti- 
tle," she said. “We got engaged 
because it seemed a good idea. 
But, actually, it wasn’t,” 

Back in Ireland she hunted 
with the Galway Blazers, found- 
ed by her ancestor John Denis 
O’Rorke in 1844, and - amaz- 
ingly for the 1940s -became the 
hunt’s first woman master. 
But she soon formed her own 
pack and kennelled them at her 
splendid Georgian home, 
Benningham House, near 
Timm, Co Galway. 

life at Benningham House 
continued in the style of the An- 
glo-Irish gentry, most of whom 
had long been driven from their 
fine bouses by IRA arson 
squads or the tax gatherers of 
the new Irish state. On normal 


days drinks started at 4pm in the 
summer bouse durin g which 
Cusack Smith would sometimes 
sing her favourite song, ‘“The 
West’s Awake”. Dinner was al- 
ways early. The social high- 
light of the year was the annual 
hunt ball - described by one 
guest as “the last clarion can of 
the stranded gentry'’ - which 
was always held on the first Fri- 
day in January and continued 
until this year. 

Molly Cusack Smith, hunt- 
ing horn at the ready, presided 
over this grand affair, encour- 
aging reluctant diners to leave 
the bar with deafening blasts 
from her hunting hom. 

Nimble of mind and sharp of 
tongue, she was known 
throughout Ireland for her 
strong language and her abili- 
ty to scarify anyone foolish 
enough to cross her. Desmond 
Guinness recalls an occasion 
when the pack, was pursued by 
an angry fanner who started to 
stone Cusack Smith and her 
horse. She ordered her com- 
panions to move on while she 
remonstrated with her tor- 
mentor. A member of the par- 
ty who stayed to give her 
support was rendered speech- 
less by the ferocity of her attack. 

On another occasion, when 
she was giving luncheon to a par- 
ty ^ which included the President 
of Ireland, die is reputed to have 
told a senior ecclesiastic of the 
Church of Ireland, who had 
presented himself a minute or 
two before the appointed hour, 
that he had better “get to f*** 
out of here” so that she might 
complete her preparations. 

lb say that she was formida- 
ble is to do her an injustice. As 
with old Mis Knox in The Irish 
RM, she directed her underlings 
with bluntness “while she herself 
pervaded all spheres.” 

Although she never denied it, 
in her dd age she grew impatient 



Cusack Smith: horsemanship combined with a natural flamboyance Photograph: Ray Ryan 


of any retelling of an anecdote 
that had currency throughout the 
country and was told wherever 
entbusasts of the turf or die hunt 
congregated. According to the 
story, when a groom remarked 


on the sweaty condition of her 
horse, Molly Cusack Smith, dis- 
mounting, retorted: “You’d be 
sweaty, too, if you’d spent (be past 
three hours between my legs.” 

Michael O’Toole 


MoByAdde O’Rorfce, ftuntswomon 
and couturier bom DubBn 31 
March 1906: married 1940 Sr Der- 
mot Cusack-Smith Be (cfed 1970, one 
daughter); died Gdwy 16 February 

1998. 
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Robbie James 


James: played the game with every ounce of his being 


ROBBIE JAMES gave his life 
to Welsh football. He played 47 
times for his country, always dis- 
playing the passionate fervour 
demanded of every man who 
dons the red shirt, but arguably 
it was for his immense achieve- 
ments at club level that he 
made the most vivid impress son. 

As an indefatigabty com- 
petitive attacking midfielder 
cum striker. James played an in- 
tegral part in Swansea City’s 
prodigious feat in sweeping 
from the Football League’s 
basement division to its top 
flight in the space of four years. 

Then, having earned his 
place among the flite, he did rot 
flounder as some lower-league 
performers do following such a 
meteoric rise. Indeed, he ex- 
celled, not missing a game dur- 
ing the 1981/82 campaign in 
which the Swam finished sixth 
in the table, the most exalted po- 
sition in their history. In addi- 
tion, he was top scorer with 14 
goals, no mean attainment in a 
side containing fellow Welsh lu- 
minary Leighton James and 
the prolific English marksman 
Bob LatcbfordL 

Though it was clear from 


childhood that he was a talent- 
ed footballer, Robbie James did 
not plunge straight into the 
professional game on leaving 
school, instead taking a job 
with an electrical firm. Howev- 
er, in March 1973. after at- 
tracting interest from both 
Cardiff City and Arsenal, he 
signed as an amateur for his lo- 
cal club, Swansea. 

Under the shrewd guidance 
of its manager Harry Gregg, the 
former Manchester United 
goalkeeper and survivor of the 
Munich air crash, the solidly 
built James made such rapid 
progress that be was given his 
•senior d£but only two months 
later, aged only 16, on the day 
City slipped from the Third to 
the Fourth Division. There- 
after he became a Swansea 
stalwart, enormously strong and 
combative, but also skilful and 
versatile enough to perform in 
either midfield or the front 
line. 

The Swans’ astonishing se- 
quence of promotions, all dur- 
ing the managerial reign of 
John Toshack. began in 1977/78, 
the season in which James 
made his full international 


dSbut in a 7-0 victory over Mal- 
ta at Wrexham. The rise con- 
tinued in 1978/79 and 19S0B1, 
but sadly the golden peak of 
1981/82 was followed by rele- 
gation a year later. 

At this point, having helped 
Swansea to three consecutive 
Welsh Cup triumphs, James 
opted to remain in the top 
grade by accepting a £160.000 
transfer to Stoke City. Somehow 
he never did himself justice in 
the Potteries, but spent three 
more productive First Division 
campaigns with Queen's Park 
Rangers before dropping to 
the Second with Leicester in 
1987. 

At Filbert Street James be- 
came a right-back, helping in the 
development of a young defence 
before returning to Swansea as 
captain in January 1988. That 
spring proved eventful as he 
won his last Whies cap on his 
31st birthday, then led his new 
charges to promotion from the 
Fourth Division. 

James pocketed another 
Welsh Cup winner’s medal in 
1989, before serving Bradford 
City for two seasons and join- 
ing Cardiff City in 1992. Still as 


enthusiastic as ever at the age 
of 36, he took a prominent role 
in the Bluebirds’ Division three- 
title triumph of 1992/93 and col- 
lected his fifth and final Welsh 
Cup medaL When his League 
career ended later that year, he 
had made 782 appearances, a 
total bettered by only a hand- 
ful of others, and scored 133 
goals. 

James went on to serve non- 
League Merthyr Tydfil and 
Barry Town, and was player- 
manager of Llanelli when be 
collapsed and died during a 
match with PorthcawL Tb the 
very last he played the game the 
only way he knew how, with 
every ounce of his being. 

Ivan Ponting 


Robert Mark James, footballer 
bom Gorseinon, Glamorgan 23 
Match 1957; played fir Swansea Gty 
1973-83. Stoke City 1983-84, 
Queen's Park Hangers 1984-87. 
Leicester Gty 1987-88, Swansea Gty 
1988-90, Bradford Gty 1990- 92, 
Cardiff Gey 1992-93; capped 47 
times fir Wales 1978-88; twice 
married (one son, two daughters): 
died UaneK, Dyfed 18 February 
1998. 


Sir David Crouch 


DAVID CROUCH wasoneof 

those many P olit,a ,“|i P “ d 
sessed of copious talents and 
whoever 

seemed to be in the right 

holding the right ideas, at the 
right time to gain, hold ac- 
quire ministerial office, Indeed* 
ashe once rather wiyty observed 
to me, he foiled at the polls 
when the whole ethos of con- 
servatism was well-disposed to- 
nariiamentaiv candidates 


. . „ ony business he 

SZSS** ****'"" 

^deaTwuldnoite 

tionrt was Cleary 



who were of his way of think- 
ing; and was victorious at the 
polls when the tide of Conser- 
vative thinking was turning 
against him. 

By these conversational re- 
marks he meant to point to 
the fad that, in the general elec- 
tion of 1959, when Harold 
Macmillan had swept all before 
him, he had failed to secure a 
seat in Leeds. He was SB 
ardent Maamtianite, constant- 
ly referring his friends to 
Macmillan’s inter-war book, 
The Middle Way (1938), the 
bible of those who believed in 
the possibility of an effective 
reconciliation, with vastly benef- 
icent social welfare conse- 
quences, between capital and 
labour. Had Crouch won in 
Leeds he would have certainly 
pul at least a toe on the ladder 
of ministerial preferment. 

When he did win a seat in 
Canterbury in the 1966 gener- 
al election, it was victory for him 
but a result which stood against 
t he HiMflr msTiaimgfllcriiShinf 
of the Ibries by Labour. More- 
over, the intellectual tide in 
Conservative politics was 
changing. Now the vague social 
emoflience of the Macmillan 
years was out, and the tide of 
harsh competition was in. I 
have put the contrast between 
the two schools of thought 
rather simply: there were many 
shades of emphasis on both 
sides. But there is a certain truth 
here, and David Crouch was 
never able to surf successfully 
on either tide. 

None of this, however, 
quelled the essential ebullience 
of his nature. Born in 1919, and 
educated at University College 
School, he evinced an early 
talent for self-publicity. IBs ca- 
reer, indeed, mainly lay in the 
appreciation of his quite extra- 
ordinary ability both to under- 
stand the real merits of 'any 
products be was marketing, 
and to be able to communicate 
those merits to almost any au- 
dience. Indeed, his wife Mar- 
garet, the daughter of a soldier, 
whom he married in 1947, once 
said, jokingly, that she had been 
lured by his silver tongue. 

• He was a handsome man, 
and a fine speaker, but he did 
not become a valued senior em- 
ployee of ICI, nor a director of 
the International Wool Secre- 
tariat nor a director of Pfizer 
solely because of his charm. 
There was a very hard edge to 
his bonhomie, and an ability 
to see the administrative ne- 


Lawrence Sanders, author, 
died Pampano Beach, Florida, 
aged 78. Wrote best-selling nov- 
els such as The Anderson Tapes 
( 1970) and The Fast Deadly Sin 
(1980) 

Sir Amot Cato, physician and 
politician, died Bridgetown, 


who wane cu ““~ 7 Heath’S 

portive of Edward Heatns 
generally string** 

Sonomicpolicies.wereM®^ 

that they should not be pto- 
Zhded at the expense of 
aerious concent for the disad* 

vantage d in society* 

The expensive teams of 
lie relations consultants - ™ e 
^Luiersoftoda/sspmd^ 

tots - were solely concerned 
with empty image- But Cr0U< “j! 

was to hand. At great Odense 

of time and energy, and for no 
remuneration, he helped 
youngsters like myself to make 
sure that the real needs of the 
people were not forgotten in the 
welter of party battle. 

Tfre Conservative Political 
Centre published an influential 
pamphlet: “Serving the Old" 1 
wrote the text, and there were 
many contributors to the ideas, 

but the hand that guided my pen 

was that of David Crouch. 

He published, in 1987, a de- 
lightful book, part recollection, 
part history, part philosophical 
reflection^ Canterbury Title. It 
is now out of print, but some- 
body ought to revive it, so that 
readers can see how practical- 
ity and compassion cap be 
combined. 



Crouch: compassion 

Crouch was never very will- 
ing, like many of his generation, 

to talk about his war experience. 
But he served in London 
through the tortures' of the 
Blitz, and for the whole of the 
six awful years. That period, I 
believe shaped his character, as 
it did that of many others. 
Memories, as .4 Canterbury Tale 
shows, formed an important 
part of the character of a con- 
siderable man. 

Patrick Cosgrave 

David Lance Crouch, poRtidan and 
marketing and public relations con- 
sultant bom 23 June 1919; MP (Con- 
servative) for Canterbury 1966-87; 
Kt 1987; married 1947 Margaret 
Noakes (one son, one daughter); 
died Faversham, Kent 18 February 
1998 . 


Barbados, aged 86. Let 
tempts to establish a com 
government for Jam 
Trinidad, Tbbago, Barbado 
six other former British cal 
in the Caribbean 195! 
Served as president of the 
bados Senate 1976-86. 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

ARTHUR: lo Jojo Marcs and Charles 
Arthur, on 2 February, a daughter, 
Sastia Elise. Wonderfully bcallfiy. es- 
pecially her lungs. 

DEATHS 

TINSLEY: John, Canon Emeritus of 
Southnarfc Cathedral, (tied peacefully 
on 17 February 1998, aged SO years. 
Beloved husband of J0L Funeral on 
Friday 27 Februaxv at Kinston St 
Mary, 7a union ai 230pm followed ty 
private cremation. No flewere please, 
donations if wished to Christian Aid 
may be scan to E. White & Son Ltd. 
Funeral Directors, 138/139, East 
Reach, Taunton TAi 3HN. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

ALLEN BY: A Service of Thanksgiving 
for the life of John Afleobv CBEwili 
laie place on Thursday 12 March at 
12 noon at the Church of All Saints. 
CrondalL Ruuham. Surrey. AH are 
welcome. 

Amouncementsfor Gazette BIRTHS. 

MARRIAGES* DEATHS may be tele- 
phoned to 017I.2B JOB or fated to 

(H71 -293 2W0. and charged at CtSO 

a fine (VAT extra). 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TODAY: Prince Erhard oiieadu die Rugby 
foxtail Unkm match, England v Wsk* at 
Twdcen bam. Middlesex. TSe IWnese* w»r- 
41, Patron, Sami* Rugby Union, alien* One 
Scotland v Fiance Imcmalknial Maitfi &i Mur- 
rayfield Stadfina Edinburgh. 

Changing of the Guard 

TOOAYt The Household Cavalnr Mounted 
RezjntcQI mounts Uw Queen’s Laic Guanl ai 
Horse Co***, 11am. TOMORROW: The 
Household Cavalry Mounted Reeuneat 
mounts the Queen's Life Guard at Howe 
Guards, item; No 7 Company Coldstream 
Guards mounts die Queen's Guard, at Buds- 
Jogham Palace. 11 -10am. hand provided by 
the OienadicT Goonk. 


Birthdays 

TODAY: King Harald V of Norway, 
61; Sir John Bourn, Comptroller and 
Auditor Genera], 64; Professor Ruth 
Bowden, anatomist, 83; Miss Jilly 
Cooper, author and journalist, 61; M 
Hubert de Givenchy, fashion de- 
signer, 71; Mr Michael Deakin. doc- 
umentary Sim. maker, 59: Mr Leslie 
Durbin, silversmith, 85; Baroness 
Fbokes, former MP, 62; Sir John 
Goulden, UK Permanent Repre- 
sentative. North Ailamic CoudciL 57; 
Sir Michael Gxylis, former MP, 64; Sir 
Conrad Heron, former senior civil 
servant, 82; Sir Reginald HJbbert, for- 
mer ambassador to France, 76; Sir 
John McGregor HUi, former chair- 
: man, British Nuclear Fuels, 77; Lord 
: Hunter, a former Senator of the Col- 
: fejp of Justice in Scotland, 85; Mr Pe- 
| ter McEnery. actor. 5& Mr Robert 
5 Mugabe, president of Zimhabwe. 74; 
\ Professor Sir Rupert Myets, scientist. 
I 77; Ms Diana Morgan MP, 46; Gen- 
I era! Sir Robert Pascoe, former Ad- 
I jutaot-General, 66; Sir Ashley 
I Ptmsonby. former Lord-Lieutenant 
[ of Oxfordshire, 77; Professor John 
{ Prescott, principal, Wye College. 
I Universty of London, 61; Liem-Gen 
| Sir John Richards, former marshal 
| oftheDipkmaifc Corps, 71; Mr Alan 
i Rickman, actor, 52; Professor Fred- 
] crick Rimmer, Emeritus Professor of 
\ Music, 84; Miss N ina Simone, singer, 
I 64; Professor Leslie Wigner, Vice’ 
| Chancellor, Leeds Metropolitan Uni- 
1 vasity, 55; Mr David Wood, actor 
: and playwright, 54. 

I TOMORROW: The Duchess of 
: Kent, 65; Miss Jwfy Cornwell, actress, 
} 56; Mr Joseph Ettedgui. fashion de- 
I sfener, 62; Professor Sir Brian Fol- 
j [eh, Vice-Chancellor. University of 
\ Warwick, 59; Mr Bruce Forsyth, ea- 
: tertsiner, 7th Miss SheBa Hancock, 
I actress. 65; Senator Edward 
I Kennedy, 66; Sir John K«T.Pfenna- 
| nent Under-Secreiaiy of State, and 
\ Head of the Diplomatic Service, 56; 
I Mr Niki Lauda, motor-raciua ebam- 
i pion, 4ft Mess Frances Line, fdnner 


controller, BBC Radio 2, 58; Mr De- 
von Malcolm, cricketer, 35; Sir 
Christopher Meyer, ambassador to 
ibe United States, 54; Sir John Milk, 
actor, director and producer, 90; Mr 
Noel Murphy, rugby footballer, 61; 
Mr Richard Page MP. 57; Mr Nigel 
Planer, actor, 45; Ait Marshal 
Graeme Robertson. Chief of Staff 
and Deputy Command e r-in-Chi e£ 
Strike Command, 53; Lieut-Gen the 
Hon Sir William Rous, former Quar- 
ter Master General, Ministry of De- 
fence, 59; Sir William Slack, 
consultant surgeon, 73; Mr Tan Stark, 
show jumper, 44; Lord Strathclyde, 
Opposition Chief Whip in the House 
of Lords, 38; Miss Julie Walters, ac- 
tress, 48; Mr Robot Young, actor, 91. 

Anniversaries 
TODAY: Births: John Heniy New- 
man, Cardinal, 1801; Wystan Hugh 
Auden, poet, 1907. Deaths; Malcolm 
X (Utile), black lender, murdered 
1965. On this day: the Battle of Ven- 
dun commenced, 19J& Today is the 

Feast Day of St George of Amastris, 
St German us of Granfel, Si Peter 
Damian, St Robert Soutbwefl and St 
Severiaa of Styibopolis. TOMOR- 
ROW Births: George Washington, 
First President of the US, 1732; 
Arthur Eric Rowron G0L artist, 
sculptor and typographer, 1882; 
Luis Bunuel, Sin director, 1900, 
Deaths Amerigo Vespucci, navi- 
gator. 1512; Andy WhrJroi (Andrew 
WirhoJa). Tomorrow is ihe Feast 
Day of St Baradates, St Margaret of 
Cortona and Saints Thalasshis and 
Limn ae us. 

Lectures 

TODAY 

British Museum: Rnwena Lowr- 
ance, “lams in Byzantium”, 1.15pm. 

TOMORROW 

Tare Gafleryr Laurence Bradbury, 
“Bonnard's Enrapturing Intzmisme”, 
130pm- « 


FAITH & RE ASON 

The Black Death sails across the Gulf 


On the anniversary of the 
plague our ships are setting 
sail to wage war on a 
biological terror. John 
Kennedy reflects on some 
uncomfortable parallels. 


The Black Death came to Western Eu- 
rope 650 years ago this month. It 
shook and shaped Europe more than 
any other event in our history. The an- 
niversary coincides with the launching 
of a plan to crush Saddam Hussein’s ca- 
pacity for biological warfare. This con- 
junction naturally provokes some 
nervous thought. 

First, the story. In February 1348, the 
first victims landed is Italian ports. 
There is a graphic account of galley 
crews dying ai their oars as they sought 

haves ai Genoa, to be driven back with 

flaming arrows. The pestilence had till 
then raged in Asia for years - a fitting 
torment for the heathen Turk. But in 
two years, it killed a third of Europeans, 
brought to us along routes created in 
the great crusades against the infideL 

The epidemic was caused by a bacil- 
lus which fleas carried to rats and to hu- 
mans. At the time the best explanation 
was offered by the University of Paris 


whose scholars suggested a Fatal con- 
junction of planets, giving rise lo a poi- 
sonous miasma in the atmosphere. 
The religious culture of the day insist- 
ed that loose living was the cause; one 
commentator denounced the tenden- 
cy of girls to dress rather saucily as men: 
“But God, in this matter, as in all oth- 
ers, brought marvellous remedy”, he 
concluded. Lang] and, in Tiers Plowman 
was clear. “These pestilences were for 
pure sin". 

So cure was sought in penitence as 
much as in prudential hygiene. There 
grew up great armies of penitential fla- 
gellants, whose marchings and thrash- 
ings sometimes became something 
unspeakably awful with the massacre of 
Jews, usually by burning. In contrast, 
countless good people went to certain 
death to offer less than certain help to 
others - ads of real heroism, or more 
truly, saintliness. 

Two other responses developed. 
The first was the spontaneous flight into 
a faith of personal protection. Around 
1350. first names became much more 
explicitly Christian as the people gath- 
ered round protective saints - Sebast- 
ian, Nicholas, Lawrence, and above all 
Mary. The second response was rather 
different: the Boccaccio tendency. Boo 
caedo lived through the worst of the 
pestilence in Florence, and testified to 
a sensuality experienced in the midst 


of terror. So a quite new literature of 
carnal affirmation arose, first in Italian, 
then in French and then in Chaucer’s 
English. 

Remarkably, the plague scarcely 
interrupted the political conflicts of the 
time - in the English case, fighting the 
French. Within four years of the bat- 
tle of Crdcy in 1346, nearly half of all 
English and French had died of plague, 
but by 3352 they were back to the busi- 
ness of slaughter as usuaL In all the pan- 
ic, saintliness and hysterical cruelty, one 
motif dominates. It is the sheer anim al 
vitality that simply struggled, fed and 
bred though the whole episode. The fol- 
lowing age was less kindly and simply 
pious; it was crueller, more credulous 
and more cynical. But it had also begun 
to celebrate its own human complexi- 
ty, as Chaucer and Boccaccio testify. 

Centuries later, the fleet dispatched 
to the Persian Gulf has crossed the path 
of those medieval plague galleys. And 
we feel that we understand creation 
much more profoundly now, and man- 
age it so much more effectively. But how 
foolish we would be to trust that feel- 
ing. Even our forebears would gape to 
see the world-threatening modern ra- 
tionality which sees us fighting to deny 
doomsday weapons to Baghdad, while 
countenancing them with apparent 
equanimity in Tel Aviv. It is only one 
example. Wc are generating complcx- 
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Footsie hits another peak in subdued trading 



MARKET REPORT ANOTHHa^rU.^^, 

session, ah hough it was a far 
tram convincing performance. 
Many experts felt thai with 
New York seemingly catch inn 
,ls breath the stock market 
Wuld do well to avoid a share 
downturn. 

nrnri , _ . „ ^ the event Footsie 

D E RE K. PAI N trolled to yet another peak, 

__ __ ending 33.] points higher at 

5,751.6, and supporting in- 
dices, often in more robust 
form, hit new highs. This week 
Footsie has had a remarkable 
run. climbing nearly 170. 

Trading, however, was 
often subdued yesterday with 
many investors prepared to sit 
on the sidelines. 

Again financials provided 
the powerhouse. The takeover 
stories may be looking tired 
and bewhiskered but there is 
no denying they still have a 
tremendous impact on senti- 
ment. Institutional buying, as 
well as hopes that shares with 
Far Eastern connections will 
continue to recover, are other 
influences. 


Standard Chartered, the 
best performing blue chip for 
most of the session, illustrated 
the recovery attraction. Year's 
profits, next week, arc ex- 
pected to be flat, down to 
£855m. as Asia extracts its in- 
evitable toll. At one lime up 
64p. the banking group end- 
ed 45+5p higher at 764 Jp. 

Only weeks ago the shares 
were bumping along at 543p. 
lowest for more than two 
years. Before the Far Eastern 
crisis erupted last year they 
were as high as l,081.5p. 

HSBC, figures on Mon- 
day, gained 82p to l,772p. 
The shares have moved be- 
tween 2^347p and lJ66p in the 
past year. 

Other financials buoying 
Footsie included Schroders, 
the investment group which bit 
a 2,170p high, up lOOp. The 
still family controlled group 
could be a major player in any 
consolidation and make a 
tempting target for a range of 
growth-conscious financials. 
The non-voting shares rose 


66p to l.S65p. Both classes, 
however, are exceedingly nar- 
row markets and it takes little 
activity to provoke sharp 
movements. For example 
recorded volume in the non 
voters was only 19,552 shares. 

Elsewhere Safeway, the 
supermarket chain, ignored 
the threat of a profits warning, 
gaining 14Jip to 375p and 
EML the showbiz group, re- 
sponded to a statement that Sir 
Colin Southgate will continue 
as chairman, with an 10.5p gain 
to 494.5p. Jim Fifield re- 
mains chief officer of EMI 
Music. 

Rank, the leisure group, re- 
flected its results with a 9p gain 
to 340p and Bass fell 26-5p to 
960p as speculation strength- 
ened that it would emerge 
victorious in the battle for 
Inter-Continental Hotels and 
Resorts with an exceedingly 
rich £1.7bn offer. 

Diageo, the wine and spirit 
giant, fell lOp to 605p as a 
spokeswomen denied that 
LVMH had sold any of its 


11 percent interest. Cash-rich 
Associated British Foods, in 
busy trading, rose 23p to 630p 
(after 645.5p) on rumours af 
an acquisition. 

BAA firmed to 561 as 
Robert Fleming described the 
airport group as **a safe and 
defensive utility with strong 
asset backing". Salomon 
Smith Barney lifted its British 
Aerospace target to 2J5l)Op, 


Share Spotlight 

stare price, pence 
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helping the shares 32p higher 

tol,880p. 

Engineer T1 Group held at 
490p. Merrill Lynch believes 
the relative fell over tbe past 
six months has been over- 
done. It expects a recovery 
shortly. The shares touched 
690Jp in October. Difficul- 
ties in the group's mechanical 
seals division have created 
the unease. Merrill sees group 

profits of £223m last year and 

£245 m this year. 

Profit warnings were again 
a restraining influence. Albert 
Fisher maintained its reputa- 
tion as a perennial under- 
performer, falling 6-5p to 
25Jp as it warned interim 
figures would be lower. 

SHL fell 22p to 291 Jp 
after saying interim results 
would be little changed. 
Shares of the recruitment 
selection company were 
floated in October at 245p. 

Core became the latest 
drugs casualty, crashing 763p 
to 118Jp after warning that 
two of its three potential drugs 


food delays. K»cd &"?**** 
gamed 8p to 264p follow^ 
investment dinner wthHtm- 
derson Crosthwaite; Da ^ 
Rue, the security printer, man- 
aged a modest rally after 
Thursday’s shake out, recov- 
ering 17p to 287 p. 

Serna, the computer group 
did its admittedly outside 
chances of joining Fbotsie no 
harm at all with a 72Jp gom 
to l,910p after clinching a 
£305m five-year contract to 
operate the Government’s 
benefits agency medical 
service. 

• Card Clear, the payment 
and fraud prevention group, 
returned to market after the 
reverse £24-5m takeover of 
HTEC which supplies loyalty 
systems. Suspended at 47p in 
January the shares touched 
57p, closing at 53 -5p. 

Uno, a furniture retailer, 
rose 30p to 230p after a large 
overhang, thought to be a line 
of stock owned by fund man- 
ager Gartmore,was placed by 
SG Securities. 
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taking stock. 

Remember Pan Andean 
Kesoorces, the Btrie oil 

explorer which crashed wan 

^..IptoSOpiDatoJ? 

The shares haw been firm this 
reckon talk of mtrigmng 
developments near its Bolivian 

field where the oU bang soa&t 
was found to have “nugrated". 
Repsol, the State owned 
Spanish giant, is drilling nod 
to PAR’S Bolivian site and, if 
stories bvm the jungle can be 

■ cMHffl A 


beuevea . m aj —/TZ, 

hit It seems the Repsol driU 

produced simitar results to the 
PAR exercise, prompt-; 


th o ughts theml which so many 


may help develop the FAR 

block. The shares are 35p. 
Many reasons are given fora 


Tfetromcs,a 


come iip with a new twist. It 
has decided its “best interests” 


are no longer 

a pnbBc market in its shares. A 

Fin^jnr shareholder Alan 
Hdber^Percy recently died. The 
shares ware 95p on Ofex. 
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Sema shares soar as 


Government awards £ 305 m deal to disability assessor 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


THE DEPARTMENT of Social Se- 
curity yesterday awarded a huge 
contract to handle the medical as- 
sessment of disability benefit claims 
to Sema, the Angio- French computer 
services group. News of the deal, 
worth £305m over a five-year peri- 
od, sent shares in Sema soaring. They 
ended the day up 72.5p at 1910p. 

Under the terms of the contro- 
versial contract, which has faced stiff 
trade union opposition, Sema will 
take over the management of 220 
Civil Service doctors, 1,200 admin- 
istrative staff and the 3,000 part-rime 
doctors who help assess whether 
claimants quality for disability or in- 
capacity benefit 

The DSS said that Sema would 


bring enhanced management and in- 
creased investment in technology to 
the Benefits Agency Medical Service, 
thereby speeding up the service. 

John TUtey, managing director of 
Sema, said: “The Sema Group 
woridng with the DSS will modernise 
the existing provision with the aim 
of giving claimants service im- 
provements and taxpayers better val- 
ue for money." 

The move is unusual for Sema, 
which normally specialises in infor- 
mation technology (IT) outsourcing 
and systems integration projects. 
Although the BAMS project in- 
volves some information technolo- 
gy, it is more of a pure outsourcing 
project, requiring superior organi- 
sational and management skills. 
Sema is understood to have beaten 


off bids from rival outsourcing part of the wider review of the wel- However, the award of the con- 

groupssuchas Capita and Andersen fare state which is currently taken tract suggests that the pace of Out- 
Consulting to win the contract place, and added that it does not have sourcing is unlikely to slow under the 
The DSS insisted that the deci-' a dogmatic view about outsourcing ~ Labour government, even though 
skm to award the contract was not services to private contractors. several contracts, like BAMS, were 


Philips breaks off Origin stake talks with Price Waterhouse 


PHILIPS, the Dutch electronics giant, yesterday an- 
nounced that talks with Price Waterhouse, about the 
consulting group taking a minority stake In Origin, 
Philips’ services and consulting arm, had broken down 
after the two parties foiled to agree a price. 

Philips agreed to sell the stake to Price Waterhouse 
last October but did not disclose the price. After sev- 
eral delays, Denotations have now broken down. 

However, Philips said that the strategic alliance be- 
tween Origin and Price Waterhouse would continue. 
The two companies currently co-operate in supplying 
complex enterprise resource planning services, which 


Separately, Origin said it had appointed Robert £ 
Picketing, a former President of US IT services group 
BSGAlliance/Ti; as its diief executive. 

Origin bas been one of the fastest-growing divisions 
of Philips since it was set upas a separate division hi 

its sales grewfo 21 per cent and it post- 

ed its first profit. However Philips is currently involved 
in a massive reorganisation which involves it polling 
ont of all businesses which are peripheral to its main 


iug Origin as a separate company. 


irst dreamed up under the previous 
.^minis tration. 

The Labour government has ai- 
eady awarded a £450m contract to 
landle the pay, pensions and ad- 
nmis tration for the armed forces to 
iDS, the US outsourcing giant. 

It is also currently conducting tn- 
Js fora huge contract to improve eff- 
iciency in the Benefits Agency and 
telp reduce fraud. Groups on the 
horttist include a partnership be- 
ween IBM and EDS, as well as a 
onso ilium including Sema and 
oanagemeot consultancy group De- 
oitte & Touche. The contract is ex- 
tecied to be awarded in the nest six 
nonths. 

However, many large govern- 



“ 3 » „„ ««£ 35 



around the county, . 

the computer group, has png2? 
the government to consider brwgng 

the contracts, industry tspemaK ** 

surprised that they frequently tun 

^problems. “If I had a huge com- 
puter contract to award 1 would di- 
vide it between three or four 
companies," said Richard Holway, 

.. i , “tJi.f- the fiOV- 
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Bass set to win 
Inter-Continental 


,7bn offer 


with £1 


By Andrew Yates 


BASS is poised to buy Inter-Con- 
tinental, the upmarket hotel 
group, in what promises to be the 
bluest deal it has ever made. The 
British brewing, hotels and 
leisure giant is understood to be 
on the brink of signing a deal to 
purchase the 211-strong hotel 
chain for more than $2.8bn 
(£1.7hn) from Seibu Saison, a 
privare Japanese group. 

Bass has fought off stiff 
competition from Marriott In- 
ternationa) and Patriot Amer- 
ican Hospitality, the US hotel 
magnates, and Ladbroke 
Group, the UK leisure group, 
to win a bidding war for Inter- 
ContinentaL The acquisition is 
likely to be announced within 
days. 

Inter-Continental would be a 
good fib* for Bass, which owns the 
Holiday Inn chain but lacks a 
strong, five-star, luxury hotel 
brand. 

The two groups would also 
complement each other 
geographically. Holiday Inn bas 
a big presence in the US, while 


Inter-Continental is stronger in 
Europe and the Par East 

One City observer said: 
“This deal makes a lot of sense 
strategically. Bass has lacked a 
top-quality hotel brand and 
this deal plugs the gap that the 
group had in its portfolio and 
gives it a good presence around 
the world.” 

Bass shares fell 26.5p to 
960p, however, over fears that 
the group may overpay for 
Inter-Continental. Mark Finnic, 
leisure analyst at NatWest 
Securities said: “We estimate 
that Saison makes an EBITDA, 
[annual profit before interest, 
tax and depreciation] of around 
$180m. If Bass pays more than 
JZSbn the deal will be on a very 
punchy multiple.” 

Another industry analyst 
said: “The share price fall re- 
flects nervousness that Bass 
has been forced to pay too 
muda to win the bidding war. 
The group is dripping with debt 
and nobody is quite sure how 
much debt will be included in 
the deal.” 

The deal will create one of 


the biggest hotel groups in the 
world. Inter-Continental has 
211 hotels in 77 countries and 
24 more under construction. Of 
these, 117 trade under the 
InLer-Continental name, in- 
cluding London flagship hotels 
on Hyde Park and Mayfair and 
there are hotels in most of the 
main capitals of Europe. It has 
sates throughout Asia including 
three in Japan, and a large 
hotel in Seoul, South Korea. 
The group also has 20 mid-mar- 
ket Forum hotels and 50 Glob- 
al Partnerships, where it has 
teamed up with local operators 
to run sites. 

Bas already has 2380 hotels, 
including almost 1,600 Holiday 
bios. It has 134 Grown Plaza 
sites, its own upmarket brand. 
Analysts believe they could even- 
tually be converted to Later-Con- 
tinental sites as the group seeks 
to create a strong position in the 
premium hotel market 

The deal caps a period of 
frenetic corporate activity that 
has seen Bass sell off its ten- 
anted pub estate, the Coral 
betting chain and Gala bingo 



Room with an upmarket view: The Inter-Continental hotel in Hyde Park, London Photograph: Lucy Blake 


NatWest moves to placate institutions with director appointments 


By Andrew Verity 


NATWEST the troubled bank- 
ing giant, yesterday moved to 
bring its battle with institutions 
to an end by appointing the chief 
executive of Bools, the executive 
chairman of a packaging com- 
pany and the man who rescued 
Lloyd's of London from disas- 
ter as non-executive directors. 


Lord Blyth of Rowington. 
chief executive and deputy 
chairman of Boots, is widely 
tipped to take over as chairman 
when Lord Alexander leaves 
next year. 

Sir David Rowland, the for- 
mer chairman of Lloyd's of 
London who saved the insur- 
ance market from collapse, and 
Anthony Habgpod, chief exec- 


utive of Bund, will join the board 
in April. A spokesman said the 
move was an injection of “new 
blood to refresh the board". 

Lord Alexander has come un- 
der attack for bis stewardship of 
NatWest especially after last 
year's discovery of a £90m de- 
rivatives loss at NatWest Mar- 
kets, its investment banking arm, 
the resignation of the unit's chief 


executive and the sale of its eq- 
uities division to Bankers Trust- 

Lord Blyth has the reputa- 
tion for value-driven manage- 
ment which analysts say would 
be welcomed by investors who 
have seen NatWest underper- 
form its peers in the banking 
sector over recent years. 

Lord Alexander has indicat- 
ed previously that be is unlikely 


to continue as chairman after 
completing 10 years in the job in 
1999. 

Institutions began pressing 
for new board members last 
year after the board was seen to 
have made sluggish progress in 
fixing a merger to secure the 
group’s long-term survival. 

The bank also announced 
that Sir Desmond Pitcher bad 


resigned with immediate effect 
Nat West’s nominations com- 
mittee, which includes Derek 
Whnless, chief executive, had re- 
fused to renew his nomination. 

Sir John Banham, who has 
become dMlmuin of lanoac and 
Kingfisher since joining 
NatWest, will stand down as he 
approaches the end of a five- 
year term. A spokesman for 


NatWest said yesterday that 
both departures were amicable 
and nothing to do with dis- 
agreements over corporate 
strategy. 

City analysts yesterday wel- 
comed the move. Shares rose 
slightly to 1 168p from 1160p. As 
recently as last summer, the 
shares were languishing at 
around 70Qp. 


Rogerson gets 
£ 200,000 
pay-off 
from BG 

By Chris Godsmarfc 

Business Corremondent 


BG, the fonner British Gas, last 
night announced the departure 
of deputy chairman Philip Rogpr- 
son, who fomousty described 
plans to slash pipeline charges by 
the industry regulator, Gare 
Spottiswoode, as “'the biggest 
smash-and-grab raid ever”. 

Mr Rogerson, 53, departs 
with a £200,000 pay-off and a 
£149,000 company pension. He 
was on a fixed-term contract 
with BG until the end of 1999 
with a basic salary of £320,000. 

He is to become nonexecu- 
tive chairman of a BG sub- 
sidiary, Pipeline Integrity 
International, which the group 
yesterday said it had sold to 
Mercury Asset Management’s 
Private Equity arm for £90 m. 
Pipeline Integrity) based in 
Cramlington, Northumberland, 
is responsible for high tech in- 
spections of the gas pipeline. 
, network using equipment nick- 
named the “intelligent pig”. 

Mercury has raised £116m 
from private investors and in 
debt to fund the purchase, 
which indudes a deferred pay- 
ment of £6mto BG dependent 
on the company’s performance 
over five years. Tony Powell, 
from Schlumberger, has been 
drafted in as chief executive. 

Mr Rogerson was responsi- 
ble for piloting BG’s complaint 
against pipeline cuts through the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission (MMC), which last year 
rejected much of the the com- 
pany’s case. He had previously 
said he would leave BG after the 
MMC probe conducted and has 
already become non-executive 
director of the Halifax and 
deputy chairman of Aggreko, 
the power hire specialists. 
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Hong Kong reacts angrily to credit downgrade 


By Stephen Vines 

in Hong Kong 


THE HONG KONG govern- 
ment has reacted with barely sup- 
„ pressed fury after the Moody’s 
credit rating agency downgraded 
ils shorwerm credit rating fur the 
first time in 14 years. Moody’s 
warned the temtoiy’s financial 
markets face more risk from 
Asia's economic turmoil 

Sir Donald Tsang, Hong 
Kong’s financial secretary, de- 
scribed the move as “unfair, un- 
real and improper”. He accused 
Moody's of simply inducting 
Hong Kong “in the same broad 
brush of all the other countries 
affected by the currency crises”, 
ignoring the stability of the 
Hong Kong dollar. 

Moody’s said the downgrade 


resulted from increased volatil- 
ity in East Asian markets, which 
was affecting the Hong Kong 
environment. However, the 
agency noted that the territory’s 

“fiscal situation and regulatory 
environment remain sound”. 

Short-term debt of the two 
Hong Kong railway corpora- 
tions, previously blue-chip rated 
borrowers, has been down- 
graded from Prime- 1 to Prime- 
2. The outlook for foreign 
currency borrowings of these 
two institutions and other prime 
Hoag Kong borrowers has also 
been downgraded from stable 
to negative. 

Although there was consid- 
erable surprise at these reval- 
uations, investors seemed tess 
concerned than the Hong Kong 
government. The stock market 


inched marginally upwards after 
a day of lacklustre trading. The 
benchmark Hang Seng Index 
rose 0.6 per cent to 10,551.70. 
Stocks likely to be affected by 
the Moody’s re-rating showed 
no sign of being marked down. 

Moody’s also raised some 
eyebrows by reclassifying the 
outlook for China’s bonds, 
notes and bank deposits from 
stable to negative. It said the 
downgrade reflected “policy 
constraints associated with ex- 
change rate management” fol- 
lowing the incorporation of 
Hong Kong into China. This 
could have “possible adverse 
effects on the competitiveness 
of China’s export sector over the 
immediate term”. 

In other words, Moody’s be- 
lieves China wifi not devalue its 


currency and make it more 
competitive because it fears 
this may destroy the fixed link 
between the Hong Kong dollar 
and the US dollar. 

There is no indication in re- 
cent export figures that China 
is becoming less competitive. 
The export sector continues to 
account for less than 10 per cent 
of the Chinese economy's out- 
put and is therefore far less im- 
portant to the economy as a 
whole in comparison with the 
Asian countries suffering from 
financial tunnoiL 

Meanwhile in Indonesia. 
Peter Gontha, a businessman 
close to the family of President 
Suharto, said a currency board, 
which would peg the rupiah to 
the dollar, would be effective in 
stabilisingtbe currency, but only 


if banking reforms were com- 
pleted first. 

Mr Gontha has been widely 
rumoured as the person re- 
sponsible for bringing the cur- 
rency board proposal to 
President Suharto's attention - 
a daim be bas repeatedly denied. 

Speaking at a discussion on 
the currency board, Mr Gontha 
said he did not believe, as wide- 
ly feared, that such a system 
would trigger a rush for dollars, 
in turn forcing Bank Indonesia 
to deplete its foreign exchange 
reserves defending the currency. 

Indonesian stocks fell for a 
second day as the prospect of 
the rupiah being pegged to the 
dollar became less likely. The 
Jakarta Stock Exchange Com- 
posite Index fell 1.02 points or 
0.21 per cent to 495.2. 


Japan’s economic package fails to 
provide the expected stimulus 


JAPAN’S ruling Liberal De- 
mocratic Party (LDP) has 
dashed hopes by producing an 
economic stimulus package 
which fell far short of expecta- 
tions, writes Stephen Vines. 

The package, issued yester- 
day, contained neither the tax 
cutting or increased govern- 
ment spending measures which 
were anticipated by the finan- 
cial markets. The stock market 
responded apathetically, ending 
the day up less than 1 per cent. 

The package, which had 
been heralded as a move to 
boost the flagging economy, 
focused on deregulation mea- 
sures and a clutch of soft loans 
to troubled East Asian coun- 


tries. These measures were ac- 
companied by others floated by 
LDP leaders in recent weeks. 

The measures included im- 
proving balance sheets by 
revaluing land assets held by 
companies and banks, making 
it easier for companies to buy 
back their own shares, pro- 
moting the building of second 
homes and encouraging pri- 
vate companies to get involved 
in infrastructure projects. 

There is still a possibility of 
new tax initiatives in a supple- 
mentary budget to be issued 
once Japan’s parliament has 
completed the budgetary 
process at the end of March or 
in early ApriL 


“We are confident that from 
here on, all of those measures 
will produce a multiplier effect 
and that our economy will cer- 
tainly have a strong recovery,” 
said the LDP in the introduc- 
tion to the package. However, 
this is the fifth so-called eco- 
nomic stimulus package to have 
been issued since the Asian 
financial crisis began at the 
end of last year. None of the 
packages have been viewed by 
investors as tackling funda- 
mental problems, 

Japan’s apparent reluctance 
to reflate the economy is a ma- 
jor problem for other Asian na- 
tions who have been looking to 
Tokyo to give the. region a lead. 
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Why Branson is suddenly getting a poor press 


LitUe more than two 
h ? was Asking in thegloiy of his 
oourtrooni victory over Guy Snowden of the 

S l oil 7 - another triumph for 
Z?“ S ^ *»■? and. according to the 
sjwveys. most admired businessman Now 
ta fiaaging up on him 
^n, and this time the attack isn’t led from 
me front, as it was five years ago, by his old 
bite noire, British Airways. 

Both the Economist and the Spectator 
have this week challenged the financial cred- 
ibility of Mr Branson’s burgeoning business 
empire. Panorama has broadcast a knoek- 
mg programme about Virgin Trains, his 
Channel Tunnel Rail Unk consortium has 
collapsed, and there is a growing whisper- 
ing campaign against him in the City. 

wbat’s going on? Is the Virgin empire 
really in difficulty? Or is this simply another 
case of Britain's penchant for doing down 
successful entrepreneurs, a symptom of our 
generally anti-business media and culture. 
Or perhaps this is just Mr Branson failing 
victim to his turbo-charged publicity machine. 
Those that court the limelight should not be 
too surprised when journalists and others 
start critically nosing around in their affairs. 

Neither of the two magpripp pieces told us 
anything we didn't already know about Virgin, 
or at least suspect. The Spectator article was, 
in any case, largely inaccurate polemic. Cer- 
tain it is common knowledge in the Pity ihai 
none of the Branson empire outside Virgin 


Atlantic makes much money, but then because 
many of these businesses are Mill in their stan- 
up phase, that hardly comes as a great surprise. 

It is also generally known that Mr Bran- 
son hides the secrets of his finances behind a 
cloak of secretive offshore holding companies. 
Again, this is not uncommon among billion- 
aires. By the same token, it is also entirely 
reasonable in such circumstances to ask, why 
the mystery? Could he be hiding something? 

Even so, Mr Branson does not, on the face 
of it, seem to be in any more trouble financially 
now than he’s ever been. In fact, he insists, with 
cash generation at more than £150m a year, 
the Vitgin group has rarely been as healthy. Al- 
most afl bis newvcntutes are externally financed 
by strong outside partners. Even the much and 
deservedly maligned Virgin Trains is claimed 
to be ahead of budget and on schedule for a 
stock market float this summer. 

Financially then, the true position seems to 
be the way reverse of what is suggested, so much 
so that Mr Branson can confidently plan for 
many of his businesses to be listed over the next 
few years in London and elsewhere. But even 
if this were not the case, even if the empire were 
on the brink, does it actually matter to anyone 
other than Mr Branson, his partners, bankers, 
creditors and employees? Probably not Because 
Mr Branson's is a privately owned and run em- 
pire, there aren't any shareholders potential- 
ly disadvantaged or deceived by his secrecy. 

Moreover, the present absence of efividend- 
demanding outside shareholders to answer to 


may enable Mr Branson to take a toogcr-tenu 
view on investment and growth than would 
be possible for a publicly listed company. This, 
In any case, is what Mr Branson claimed in 
the late 1980^ when after an unhappy fewyeare 
as a publicly quoted company he took his 
interests private once more. Certainly, he 
would be unable as a single publicly quoted 
company to engage in the same range and 
diversity of entrepreneurial activity and start- 
ups . 

So why the knocking copy? One possibility 
which shouldn’t be entirely di sc ounted is that 
this is just more dirty tricks - competitors try- 
ing to undermine him- It happened once be- 
fore, with British Airways, so it could happen 
again with some of (he other entrenched mo- 
nopolists offended by Mr Branson’s com- 
bative business ventures and style. Both Pepsi 
and Coke have a powerful interest in doing 
hire down, as does Camelot, and the big high 
street hanks with Virgin Direct. All these com- 
panies will be smiling broadly about Mr Bran- 
son’s bad press, even if they didn't initiate 
iL 

But actually, all this has probably got much 
more to do with the fascination of Mr Bran- 
son and his astonishing success than anything 
else. In bis relative ly short business career Mr 
Branson has managed to create one of 
Britain’s most widely recognised brands in- 
ternationally. The only one I can think of winch 
might come dose is, ironically. British Airways. 

Behind it all, however, lies a business em- 


pire of surprisingly little substance. Jart 
not sot say Virgin is small or insignificant 
in business terms. Plainly it is not. But set 
against the extraordinary reputation and 
presence Virgin has achieved both domestic* 

ally and internationally, there’s not a lot 
there. As the Economist tells us, moreover, 
much ofit is loss-making. If Mr Branson suc- 
ceeds, he will over the next 10 years correct 

that position. The size of the business and 
Us profitability will begin to matt* the fame 
of the brand. 

This is the reverse of how most companies 


aDy brand awareness stems from a particularly 
desirable and innovative product. In Virgin s 
case it seems to he the other way round- The 
name has a power and persona all of its own, 
whfch Mr Branson and hs partners are using 

to taij^ the soft under-belty of entiraxhed mo- 
nopolies operating across a range of comriK^^ 

products and services. 

There’s nothing unique in this approach. 
Mr Branson has compared it to the keiretsus 
and chaebols of the Far East — linked 
families of companies operating across a 
range of different industries — but there are 
some parallels in the West too. For i ns t an ce, 
Nike is attempting to use its hugely power- 
ful sports apparel brand to force its way into 
related but until recently quite separate areas 
of the market like sports equipment. 

In Virgin’s case, part of the reason for this 
brand-first, product-la ter approach is historic. 


1992. Mr Branson's career 
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accomplished entrepreneur. I SUJ jP®f 
one oft be reasons he's getting a bad I press 
is that very human thing- we jmalove 
to build people up to knock them down. 

We abostfll have a tendency w Britain 
to mistrust business success, 
comes from someone as apparent “■? 
friendly as Mr Branson. For ^aU Mrs 
Thatcher's efforts, she failed to shift tins anu- 
business undercurrent in British culture. TO 
feet that Mr Branson has done so much him- 
self to change perceptions, and make en- 
trepreneurialism something British people 
aspire to once more, is in itself an admirable 
thing . 


Albert Fisher shares 
slump 20 per cent 
on profits warning 


By Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

THE TROUBLES at the food 
group Albert Fisher deepened 
yesterday when the company 
issued yet another profits warn- 
ing, forcing the shares down to 
their lowest level since 1982. 

Hie shares slumped 20 per 
cent to 26p when the company 
said its first-half profits would 
be lower than last year because 
of the strength of sterling and 
poor tradmg at its fresh produce 
and North American divisions. 

In a further Wow to investors, 
the potential buyer of the 
group's seafood operations has 
walked away, meaning the com- 
pany will now be able to return 
only limited funds to share- 
holders. Albert Fisher had 
hoped to sell the seafood busi- 
ness for around flOOra. 

Although talks had reached 
their final stages, the terms were 
affected by the current ban on 
imports of prawns from India. 
Albert Fisher is now expected to 
cut its dividend, which current- 
ly yields more than 14 per cent 

Analysts said the group 
could become a bid target 
again, either from an oppor- 
tunist financial buyer or from 
Chiquita, the American banana 


group which pulled out of bid 
talks last year. 

One analyst said: “1 am 
speechless. What can you say 
about this company? Stephen 
Wills has been a disaster and 
his position had become 
untenable." 

Mr Wills, the executive chair- 
man who has failed to him 
Albert Fisher around after five 
years, has stepped back to the 
position of non-executive chair- 
man. He will receive an annual 
remuneration of £3 10,000 for just 
four or five days a month- “That 
is a disgrace,” said one analyst 
“His tenure has been a disaster 
and he should have walked." 

Albert Fisher shares have 
underperformed the market 
by more than 80 per cent since 



Mr Walls took over the execu- 
tive chairmanship five years 
agp. He had intended to stay on 
until the sale of the seafood 
business had been completed 
along with the share buy-back. 

Neil England, who took over 
as chief executive a year ago, 
said: “It has been disappointing 
but the strategy r emains un- 
changed - to move away from 
commodity ranges and towards 
higher-margin, added-value 
products and to spread risk 
while improving the quality of 

the management.” 

He denied the company 
was past saving: “Absolutely 
not. It can definitely be turned 
around, though some parts will 
take longer than others." 

Analysts have reduced fall- 
year profit forecasts from £42m 
to £34m. The fresh produce di- 
vision has been hit by higher 
than expected start-up costs of 
a new dirus venture in Uruguay. 
Its north American operations 
have been undergoing big 
management and operational 
changes and markets have been 
hit by high raw material prices. 

Ian Q uinlan, finance dir- 
ector, has been made chairman 
of the group's north US oper- 
ations and will spend much of 
his time there. 


City ‘biker’ adds yet another string to his bow 




Sir Adam Ridley, a keen violin player 
and motorbike rider, has joined the 
board of Leopold Joseph, the 
independent merchant bank. 

Sir Adam is better known in the 
City as chairman of the Equitas 
Trust and a member of the Council of 
Lloyds, as well as being deputy 
chairman of the National Lottery 
Charities Board. He was a 
director of another merchant 
bank, Hambros Bank, from 
1985 to 1997. Sir Adam, 55, was 
a special adviser to two Chancellors 
of the Exchequer, Nigel Lawson and 
Sir Geoffrey Howe, and an economist 
at the central Policy Review Staff at No 
10 Downing Street and at the Treasury. 
Educated at Etbn and Oxford, Sir Adam 
has been chairman of Strauss Turnbull 
and a director of the ‘Sunday 
Correspondent*, as well as leading a 
host of other initiatives. 


Rank defies critics with upbeat 


By Andrew Yates 


RANK, the OdeoQ to Butlins 
leisure conglomerate, yesterday 
claimed to be on the road to 
recovery after an awful few 
years which saw its share price 
plunge to new depths. 

Rank defied its growing 
band of critics by announcing 
better than expected 1997 re- 
sults. The group pleased in- 
vestors by unveiling a rise in 
underlying pre-tax profits to 
£303m (£297m) and a 10 per 
cent jump in earnings per 
share, causing the shares to rise 
9p to 340p. 

Andrew Teare. Rank’s em- 
battled chief executive, said 
yesterday: “We are seeing the 
green shoots of recovery. Our 


large investment programme is 
starting to work. It has been a 
huge job to get it right” 

Mr Teare denied that be 
was facing a management re- 
volt in the wake of the depar- 
ture of John Garret, head of 
the group’s leisure business, 
and claimed there would be no 
further high-profile board- 
room casualties: “The board 
are 100 per cent behind our 
strategy. The morale is good 
and our managers are very 
motivated." 

Analysts pointed out that 
Mr Teare still had a lot of work 
to do to prove his reforms 
would be successful. Mark 
Finme, leisure analyst at 
NatWest Securities, said: 
“There is a glimmer of light at 


the end of the tunnel There are 
still plenty of questions unan- 
swered but they have bought 
themselves more time.” 

Rank’s star performer was 
the Odeon cinema chain, 
where profits and attendances 
rose by more than a quarter 
thanks to films such as The Full 
' Monty, which gave the industry 
its best year since 1974. 

The buoyant British film 
industry has also prompted 
Rank to give Pioewood Studios 
a £10m facelift to increase its 
capacity by 30 per cent. 

Rank is planning to accel- 
erate the expansion of its Hard 
Rock Cafe chain. Yesterday it 
announced a deal with a US 
drinks group to produce a 
Hard Rock beer which will be 


Consumer confidence still higher 
than normal despite slight dip 


results 


launched this spring. Hie Hard 
Rock record label which has 
sold 120,000 albums in five 
months will be expanded. Rank 
is also looking to open 11 new 
Mecca bingo sites this year, 
which suggests it is unlikely to 
buy First Leisure’s troubled 
bingo division. 

But the US holiday business 
had another disappointing per- 
formance, as did Tom CobJezgh, 
which suffered from prolonged 
delays in new openings. 

Rank signalled it was un- 
likely to launch another share 
buy-back this year. 

The group confirmed it was 
unlikely to sell any other divi- 

ffloos and would concentrate cm 
revitalising some of its tired 
brands. 


CONSUMER confidence 
dipped slightly this month but 
remains at an unusually high 
leveL Consumers have become 
slightly gloomier about the eco- 
nomic situation but they are stOl 
upbeat about the attractiveness 
of making major purchases, 
writes Diane Chyle. 

The confidence index from 
the monthly survey carried out 
for the European Commission 
- a reasonably dose guide to 
future growth in consumer 
spending - edged lower than 
January’s level and is now some 
way below its midsummer peak. 
However, it stayed well above 
the long-term average, with the 
component indicating willing- 


ness to buy big-ticfce( items re- 
maining dose to its recent peak. 

Separately, a comparison 
of the whole gamut of monthly 
business surveys published yes- 
terday by Merrill Lynch sug- 
gested that activity in the 
economy is probably stronger 
than official figures suggest. 

For the final quarter of last 
year the official figures showed 
manufac turing ompin r farfmfng 
and growth in GDP slowing no- 
ticeably. However, business 
surveys all showed an increase 
in manufacturing production. 

Ian Stewart, UK economist 
at Merrill Lynch, said there was 
a dear risk of upward revisions 
for the latter part of 1997. 


BDB snubs Murdoch 
in set-top box deal 

BRITISH Digital Broadcasting (BDB), the terrestrial televi- 
sion group, tempted the wrath of pay TV giant BSkyB yes- 
terday by awarding a key digital television technology contract 
to a Franco-German rival group. BDB said it had awarded the 
deal to supply the technology used in set-top boxes to un- 
scramble digital signals to SECA rather than News Datacom, 
which, like BSkyB, is a unit of Rupert Murdoch’s News Carp. 

BDB said it had chosen the group partly because its con- 
ditional access system was already in use in more than mil- 
lion set-top boxes across Europe. BSkyB declined to comment 
despite reports that the broadcaster was preparing legal ac- 
tion against BDB. 

Surge in CWC connections 

CABLE & Wireless Communications revealed a 42 per cent 
surge in the number of directly connected telephone customers 
to 901,000 between October and December, up from 636.000 
compared to the same period a year earlier. The increase 
follows a £50m advertising campaign by the group, created 
through last year's merger of Mercury Communications with 
three cable operators. Some 24 per cent of homes passed by 
CWC cables have now switched to the telephony offering, 
up from 21.7 per cent 

Northern buys milk supplier 

NORTHERN Rrods has bought Wrodgate Dairies, which sup- 
plies milk to supermarkets and smaller retail outlets, for £17m 
in cash.' Wbodgate, based in Udkfield, East Sussex, had a turnover 
of £64mand made an operating profit of £3 in in 1997. North- 
ern said it intended to retain and develop the Uckfield facili- 
ty as part of its Express Dairies Major Retail business. This 
business Mil become part of Express Dairies on completion 
of the proposed demerger of Northern's dairy business. 

Drug group’s shares plunge 

SHARES in Core Group plunged by almost 40 per cent af- 
ter the drug development company said two major drug prod- 
ucts faced delays in testing. The company, which raised £23m 
in an initial public offering at 250p a share last March, said 
regulatory concerns prompted it to expand the scope of a clin- 
ical trial programme forMoraxen, a morphine-based pain killer 
for terminally ill patients. Shares dosed at 1 183p, down 76.5p. 

GEC borrows in euros 

GEC, the defence electronics group, yesterday said it had 
has mandated eight banks tb arrange a landmark 6 billion 
euro syndicated loan. GEC said it had instructed the banks 
to arrange and underwrite 6 billion euro of standby revolv- 
ing credit facilities, which it said demonstrated GEC’s “strong 
commitment to the European economy". 

AEA buys Nycomed unit 

AEAlbchnology, the midear waste and environmental dean- 
up company, is buying a unit of Anglo-Norwegian medical 
company Nycomed Amersham for £l63m. Nycomed Amer- 
sham's Industrial Quality and Safety Assurance unit made a 
loss and of £1.6m for the six months to 30 September. AEA 
wil] pay £ 125m in cash and assume £4m liabilities for the unit. 
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A COMPANY owned by Harrods boss Mo- 
hamed Alloyed is suing Heathrow Airport 
over the number of air landing “slots" al- 
located to aircraft likely to use the compa- 
ny’s Executive Jet Centre at the airport. 

A couple of years ago the Harrods 
group bought Hunting Business Aviation 
from Hunting Pic, and renamed it Metro 


Business Aviation. 

Last week Metro Business Aviation is- 

sued a vmt against Heathrow Airptjrtdaim^ 
ing damages over the number of short tenn 
slots allocated to the kind of air traffic which 
would use the Executive Jet Centre. The 

Centre is a maintenance depot which Metro 
has leased from the airport on the South- 
ern Perimeter Road, Heathrow, since No- 


vember 1995. 

Metro agreed to pay renton the Centre 
of £788,000 to Heathrow for the year to 30 
November 1997, and then £1,075,000 ayear 
until the 30 November 2002. 

Metro was intending to use the Centre 
to provide engineering services to aircraft. 


such as overhaul and maintenance. Metro 
is claiming that after it bad signed the lease 
for the Centre with Heathrow in 1995 
Heathrow changed its policy about provid- 
ing slots for the type of aircraft that might 
use the centre. 

Metro's writ says: “The best estimate that 
foe plaintiff can presently gwe is that fcy virtue 
of the existence and implementation fo the 
defendant’s policy try the end of 1997 ap- 
proximately 20 per cent fewer aircraft were 
using the plaintiff’s services than in 1995." 

Metro’s solid tore Davenport Lyons con- 
clude that “the defendant has derogated 
from its grant." Mr FayerTs company is seek- 
ing damages and costs. 

NORTHERN* & SHELL, the publishing 
group run by chairman Ridiard Desmond, 
b suing New Group Newspapers, pabhsber 
of The Sun, over an article about Paula 
Yates in the 14th February paper headed 
“PAULA: I WILL NEVER TALK TO 
GELDOF AGAIN". 


Northern & Shell, whose tides indude 
OK! Magazine, Penthouse and Asian Babes, 
is seeking an injunction to restrain News 
Group “from further infringing the 
plaintiff's copyright by publishing or autho- 
rising to be published in ‘The Son’ or oth- 
erwise any substantial part of an article 
headed ‘Paula Yates World Exclusive' pub- 
lished m issue 98 of OK! Magazine dated 20th 
February on the front cover and pages 22 to 
43 inclusive and offered for sale on 14th 
Febramy 1998." 

Mr Desotnond’s company is also seeking 
damages for infringement of copyright, 
damages for libel and damages for slander 
“pubOshed by an empktyee of tite defendant 
namely Andrew Couison, acting m the 
ccwirecrflKem^oymemchniqgatelq*ooe 
conversation-.on 14th February 1998." 

Mr Couison is editor of The Sun’s 
“Bizarre" showbiz gossip column. 

The lawyers acting for Northern & Shell 
aerW5ggin& Co of Cheltenham, Glouces- 
tershire. 


ROVER GROUP is suing Innocent! Coop- 
er Cars Ltd of Bexley, Kent, and a director 
of the same company, Michael Fernando, 
over use of the famous “Mini Groper” name. 

Back in the ‘sixties the Italian firm In- 
nocenti built a luxury version of the Rover 
Mini under license in Tfrrin for the- Italian 
market Now Rover Group is trying to pre- 
vent a separate UK company, Innocenti 
Cooper Cars, from “passing off" cars un- 
der Rover group registered trade marks. 
Rover is also seeking an injunction to stop 
the company from using the. names “Mini 
Groper," “Innocents Mini Cooper”, or 
“Innocenti Cooper." 

Rover’s writ, issued in the High Court 
last Monday, also demands that the defen- 
dants should disclose on Oath the number 
of cars in their possession which would come 
under the terms of the injunction, and the 
amount of mcney received as a result of their 
trade in such cars. 

Rover has retained solicitors Martin eau 
Johnson to pursue the case. 


I CAME across a blast from the past in the 
Chancery writ room in the High Court this 
week, unearthing a writ which las. week was 
transferred in from the courts in Man- 
chester. 

It is the original writ issued four years ago 
by 198 investors against Grieg Middleton, 
ihe private client stockbroker, over an 
Eniraprise ZoneThisi sponsored by the firm 
that went sour in the early 1990s. 

The investors included one Paul “Gaz- 
za" Gascoigne, a well known footballer, who 
invested £25,000 in the london Docklands 
property scheme. 

The losses suffered by investors led to the 
Securities and Futures Authority levying a 
fine of £100,000, its heaviest ever, a gainer 
Greig Middleton. 

Last September Grieg Middleton settled 
with the investors for an undisclosed awn 

Quite wby the wriltosresttr&ced in the Lon- 
don High Court, now that the whole thing 
is settled, is one of those strange foibles of 
the British system of justice 
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Fashion week’s 


fanfare for 


young Britain 


in Europe 



By Tamsin Blanchard 

Fashion Editor 


LONDON Fashion Week fanfared its 
grand opening last night with a little 
help from the Foreign Office. Chris 
Smith. Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport, and Doug Hen- 
derson, minister for Europe, were due 
for a glamorous night out with the 
fashion pack, although many of the 
British designers invited to the Eu- 
ropean Young Designers Fashion 
Show were unable to attend. They 
were too busy with last-minute prepa- 
rations for their shows which kick off 
officially this morning with Elspeth 
Gibson's first catwalk show. 

“The UK's presidency of the Eu- 
ropean Union gives us an opportu- 
nity to promote what is great about 
Europe," said Tony Blair. “Our con- 
nections with the rest of Europe are 
not just about trade and markets, but 
also about stimulating cultural and 
artistic exchange." 

The show last night was held to cel- 
ebrate the presidency of the European 
Union, with young designers from 
each of the member countries invit- 
ed to show on the catwalk. It was a 
unique event - a fashionable version 
of the Eurovision Song Contest except 
that everyone last nigh t was a winner. 
Representing the United Kingdom 
were Julien Macdonald, Matthew 
Williamson, and Seraph, the New 
Generation designers sponsored by 
Marks & Spencer last season. 

Macdonald graduated from the 
Royal College of Art in 1996 and sold 
his graduation collection to the 
Knightsbridge store, A La Mode. He 
shows his third collection on Tuesday 
night and continues to design knitwear 
for Karl Lagerfeld and ChaneL 

Williamson’s fust catwalk collec- 
tion last September made a splash 
with just 1 1 outfits. He has been her- 
alded as one of London’s most com- 
mercial talents and already sells to A 
La Mode and Joseph in London. Both 


Williamson and Macdonald will con- 
tinue to be sponsored by Marks & 
Spencer for their shows this week. The 
sponsorship scheme was launched in 
1993 and has helped Alexander Mc- 
Queen. Antonio Berardi and 
Clements Ribeiro. 

Seraph is designed by Sberaki Lam- 
den, 34, who used to work for Thuya 
Same’s Ghost Seraph sells to Liberty 
and Setfridges, as well as stores in 
Boston, T)kyo, and Hong Kong. As with 
most of Britain's young fashion talent 
Seraph is very dependent on export 
sales, with about 60 per cent of busi- 
ness overseas. Shows from the rest of 
Europe included French labels, Eric 
Bergere and Veronique Leroy. 

Whether the Government’s dress 
sense will benefit from the event re- 
mains to be seen, although the Cab- 
inet already boasts designer labels such 
as Ozwald Boateng (tailor of choice 
for Peter Mandelson, minister with- 
out portfolio) and Timothy Everest 
(worn by the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown) which is probably about two 
more than any previous cabinet Paul 
Smith, a member of the Government’s 
culture and media task force, is an- 
other new Labour favourite. 

Chris Smith admitted yesterday 
that: *Tm wearing a boring old M&S 
suit because I've come straight from 
the office.” But he added, “My tie is 
by Ozwald Boateng” Pressed as to the 
other designer names in his wardrobe, 
he said he also has ties by Paul Smith. 

Deborah Milner, Paul Smith, and 
Tristan Webber have been given slots 
for the first time on the five-day offi- 
cial schedule. And there are the new 
names who have been enterprising 
enough to find sponsorship and put on 
their own shows. Yesterday, four new- 
comers included Scott HenshalL, a 22- 
year-okl graduate from the University 
of Northumbria. His label. Made in 
England, promises to cash in on the 
concept of Cool Britannia. The name 
alone wDl ensure a following in Japan 
and the United States. 


Young Britons on the Europeer, catwalk: 
Opening «-««*-«- 
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Spring 98 special 




Art and fashion are having a 
fling. Our 48-page fashion special 
gets you up to date with the 
latest from both worlds. Sarah 
Moon photographs this spring’s 
newest looks in the spirit of the 
season’s muse, Frida Kahlo. Go 
behind the scenes with Vivienne 
Westwood as she explains the 
inspiration behind her new 
advertising campaign. And see 
exclusive pictures by Richard 
Billingham, star of the Royal 
Academy’s Sensation show. 
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THE VIRTUAL 
BATTLEFIELD 


In the future, you won’t need bombs or bullets 
to bring the West to its knees. 

John Carlin investigates the threat of ‘Info War’ 

PLUS: 

Martha Gelihorn remembered - a soerial 
tribute to a great reporter, by James Fox 
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You ding to the edge of the known world, feeling like 
- a player in the most hellish Wagnerian drama. Above. 
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jostle for the privilege of drenching the tourist. Below, 
the steely Atlantic reaches the end of its unfettered run 
from the Americas by crashing angrily against impas- 
sively mighty rocks. Any minute now, you fear, the vol- 
cano that sprouts from the centre of La Palma is going 
to want to join in. Better get back to the bar. Luckily, 
there is a nearby scattering of spruce pastel dwellings 
beneath sturdy red roofs that remind you that you are 
still adjacent to civilisation, Hispanic style. 

Whatever universe this island occupies, it has extra- 
ordinary properties. Often, you cannot LeB when the ocean 
.ends and the heavens begin, nor where the molten lead 
of the surf transmutes to the solidified lava of the shore, 
nor identify the point at which the rocky terrain melts 
••ipjjb a weary farm b unding. Land, sea and sky; natur e 
and artifice - these merge together miraculously in Isla 
de La Palma, a forgotten little sister of the Canaries. 

I m agi n e that a geological cataclysm has bestowed the 
Isle of Wight with a string of 7,000ft mountains, 
arranged in the manner of a question-mark through the 
centre of the island. The remodelled isle is then trans- 
ported to a point 150 miles west of the Sahara, the 
furthest-flung of a family of seven. You can't get much 
more marginal than thaL The second-smallest of tbe Ca- 
nary Islands bangs to the volcanic skirts ofifts larger, 
more popular sibfogs-La Palma feels cast 
for the visitor, is a wonderfully liberating feefihg. 

But first, you need to get there. You know the feel- 
ing when a journey has been such an ordeal that you 
just know you’re not going to enjoy the destination? 
That was how I arrived in La Palma. You can't fly di- 
rect from Britain- which, say some, is part of its charm. 
So I flew from Gatwick to Tenerife’s southern airport, 
and tried to connect with a flight departing from the 
northern airport ' 

After a horribly early start, a couple of cancelled bus- 
e^and a £40 taxi ride, when I finally boarded the (in- 
evitably delayed) plane to the island, I was fatty 
expecting La Palma would feel more like a stress- 
related illness than a paradise island. 

• The final approach sorted that out The pilot came 
in from the north, providing a splendid flypast of an 
island that seemed to protrude from the sea like a gi- 
ant, ragged emerald. A sharp U-turn swung us around 
for the l anding , on a runway that sticks out from the 
side of La Palma in the manner usually reserved for 
aircraft carriers. This was dearly no ordinary island. 

‘‘Next time, you may want to take a taxi,” smiled Gre- 
gorio as I climbed out of the car. He handed me a card 
that showed he was an off-duty cab driver. By day two, 
the unexpected drain on my finances had left me in no 
position to mke taxis around the island, and I was hitch- 
ing (embarrassingly successfully) to supplement the 
s-mrse bus service around the island. 

*The buses, though rare, are cheap and reliable; be- 
tween the capital, Santa Cruz, and the second town, 
Los Llanos, the cost is £2. The thousands of migrato- 
ry birds that pause here would cover the journey in eight 
miles, but by tortuous road the trip takes more than 
an hour. If you want to make a success of a career sell- 
ing power steering, set up in La Palma. The airport run- 
way is the only straight stretch of Tarmac on the island. 

You soon get the bang of knowing instantly where you 
are with a single glance. Windswept plains tumbling into 


Marooned somewhere between 
the Sahara and South America, 
ft's easy to lose yourself in 
La Palma, writes Simon Calder 


the sea means Wfcgner country, the exposed west coast 
More sheltered and gentle terrain, with the grey outlines 
of Tfenerife and La Gomera rising offshore like whales, 
implies the east coast And when you can’t see beyond 
the end of your nose, you must be in the mountains. 

*La Palma’s catchline is “The Green Island”. In 
tourist-speak, “green” invariably means “wet”. Bear- 
ing the bruQt of 3.000 miles of Atlantic Ocean makes 
La Palma the dampest of the Canaries. Even if it’s not 
raining at sea level, you can easily go upwards and check 
in to a cloud. I spent considerable time trying to reach 
the various miradores recommended as affording the 
finest views. But those argumentative clouds always came 
along for the ride, and I would return to Santa Cruz 
for the company of humans rather than cumulus. 

La Palma has fewer people than the Isle of Wight, 
with just 80,000 inhabitants - a number exceeded on 
most days by tourists in neighbouring Tenerife. There 
are occasional charter flights from Germany, but as a 
tourist you are a relatively rare species in La Palma. 
So expect a more than usually generous welcome. 

And once you start talking to people, you realise that 
you're not in Spain at alL For a start, the language has 
a winningly lazy pronunciation, with none of the 
Castiliian lisp. The suspicion that in fact you’re on a 
misplaced speck of South America is increased when 
you leaf through the Canary Islands newspaper. Each 
of the seven islands is covered in turn, all the way down 
' to-the toddlers of La Palma- and neighbouring Hierro. 

The next pagejsmarked “La Ociava Isla” -the eighth 
island - and shows a map of Venezuela. 

Since 1492, the Canaries have been part of the New 
World, spiritually rather than geographically. You can 
fly direct to Caracas and Havana, the two does with 
the largest Canarian communities. And towns like San- 
ta Cruz de La Palma have picked up Latinesque touch- 
es, like the exquisitely elaborate galleries ambitiously 
applied to tail, handsome homes. A main street is name d, 
in the Latin manner, after an obscure Irish adventur- 
er O’Daly (in Spanish-speaking America, O’Higgins 
and O’Reilly get namechecks). A replica of the Santa 
Maria, Columbus’s vessel of discovery, is the closest that 
La Palma gets to a tacky tourist attraction, ^biking 
around Santa Cruz is like rambling through a version 
of Old Havana where things actually work. There is an 
energy, an intensity, that you rarely find outside the in- 
ner core of Latin American capitals. 

The wayward vibranceofLa Palma is easier to reach 
than any of these distant lands. But only just. 

Getting there 

The easiest way to reach the island is on a charter flight 
to Las Pahnas, changing to a local flight or ferry. Simon 
Calder paid £230 for a five-day holiday in Tbnerife with 
Thomson, including charter flights from Gatwick; he trav- 
elled on to La Palma on a flight operated by the airline 
Binter, which has frequent links between the Canary Is* 
lands. Fares, though, are high; the one-way ticket cost 
£40, The inter-island ferries are much cheaper; he sailed 
back to Tenerife for £10, including a berth. Tb hire Gre- 
gorio Diaz's taxi, dial 44 44 62. . 

More information 

The best books about La Palma are the East and West 
Walkin g Guides by David and Ros Brawn. Spanish 
Tburist Office, 22-23 Manchester Square, London W1M 
5AP (0171-486 8077; brochure-line 0891 669920). 
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Between the desert and the deep blue sea: La Palma is the most remote of the Canary Islands 


Photograph: Nik Wheeler 
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An isthmus tale 


From the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean on the Tehuantepec line, with Hugh O’Shaughnessy 



Weetman Pearson’s legacy; scenes from the Tehuantepec line, above end below 
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It's a bargain that no serious trav- 
eller can turn down: a day-long train 
journey from the Atlantic to the Pa- 
cific with interesting travelling 
companions, traversing swamps, 
jungles and mountains, with a 
chance of observing Mexico un- 
varnished and atfirst hand, for the 
equivalent of £3.50. The service in- 
cludes newspapers and a series of 
exotic dishes and fresh fruit brought 
to your seat. 

The Tfehuantepec line, which was 
buflt in the 1890s by Weetman Pfcar- 
son, later a British MR goes from 
the Caribbean port of Coatzacoal- 
cos due south to Salina Cruz on the 
Pacific. It has more to offer than 


Pajaritos, a tropical Rotterdam 
whose lights and pipes were wink- 
ing at us from across the water. 

As I prompted he dimly recalled 
the name of Weetman Pearson, 
later Lord Cowdray, engineer, oil 
man and founder of the Pearson 
empire - owner of the Financial 
Times - who came to this town to 
put it on the map and make mon- 
ey. “He laid out Coatza and did it 
very well, you know. He was a good 
planner,” said RafaeL 

Pearson, a Huddersfield man 
who was a genius at working out 
costings, arrived in 1896, having 
earned his fame by giving Mexico 
City, which was often under feet of 



most of the world’s railways but it 
makes its demands, and they in- 
clude tolerance and patience. 

I spent the evening before my 
journey in a style Graham Greene, 
who passed tits way in the Eight- 
ies, would have envied. I drank cof- 
fee on the quayside with Rafael, the 
feny superintendent, as he told me 
of his unpublished novel about the 
supreme wickedness of God. As he 
talked he kept one eye on the ves- 
sel with its cargo of lorries, cars and 
passengers, watching its captain 
guiding it, in the gloom between the 
tugs and the supertankers, the kilo- 
metre across the black, deep 
Coatzacoalcos river. There are four 
ports on the river, which serve the 
giant oQ refineries at Minatitlan and 


putrid water for months on end a 
decent drainage system. He had 
also constructed a real port at Ve- 
racruz, a thing that the Spaniards 
had never been able to do in 
colonial times. The Thatcher-like 
Mexican presideat of the day ad- 
mired him, and got him to sort out 
an existing jerry-built line and 
construct the ports at each end 
which would make the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec, the second narrow- 
est corridor on the American con- 
tinent. a seri&us commercial rival 
for the Panama Canal that was be- 
ing built at the time. 

Pearson completed the railway, 
and it is in use to this day - though 
no longer as vital or as profitable as 
in the lime when it was the quickest 


connection between the US East 
Coast arxi California, ami was grate- 
fully used by ihe Hawaiian one form- 
ers to gel their sugar to New York. 

Given the violence and robbery 
that is sweeping the country, and 
the horror stories that are com- 
monplace in the capital, I asked 
Rafael before we parted what pre- 
cautions I should take against cut- 
throats on the train the next 
morning. He laughed. “There 
aren’t any robbers era that train. The 
people who use it are so poor, 
fheyVe got nothing to steal No one 
goes round this country stealing 
goats and chickens." 

Get to Coatza station any room- 
ing of the week at 6am, pay your 42 
pesos and 50 cents at die cobwebbed 
ticket office which still contains 
some of Pearson’s original office fur- 
niture, then walk a short way up the 
track to two rickety carriages. These 
are stuck behind a few motley 
goods wagons, the whole brought 
up with a yellow caboose with two 
little lookout towers on the root 
You heave yourself aboard, and in 
the dark take your pick of battered 
seats. Before the diesel growls into 
life, a boy has come round with the 
morning’s EHario del Istmo. 

Dead on 6.05am our train, half- 
filled with passengers, set off on the 
302-kilometre journey to the Pacif- 
ic, which was scheduled to take nine 
hours, Td taken the precaution be- 
fore leaving my hotel of vigorously 
emptying bowels and bladder, a 
sound idea given the smell coming 
out of the lavatory compartments. I 
had also brought food and water, 
though in view of what we were about 
to be offered, that was not so vital 

In the marshy meadows the 
horses were just beginning work, 
and children were playing round 
their palm- thatched huts. The 
maize fields were starting to show 
up green. Suddenly the carriage 
was filled with fresh and noisy 
young people in their Sunday 
best. “We're Seventh Day Adven- 
tists going to pray,” said the girl 
who sat opposite me. “And that’s 
our leader,” she added, pointing 


to a fat young woman in Girl 
Guide uniform, sitting across the 
aisle. She simpered. Everybody 
seemed to be enjoying the journey 
for the simple reason that that is 
what trains are abaut- 

As we began to climb dtit of the 
swamp more industry appeared, a 
sulphur works with acres of yellow 
mineral tipped on to the sidings, 
then a cement works, spotlessly 
clean and obviously managed with 
fearsome efficiency. 

• The young Adventists alighted ab 
a halt as rapidly as they had arrived. 
They were replaced by a swarm of 
boys and women selling tacos, en- 
chiladas, soft drinks, sweets, em- 
panadas, bananas, oranges, and egg 
custards in little pots sprinkled with 
cinnamon. The fruit had been 
picked minutes before from trees 
that line the track. It is a wdl-re- 
hearsed operation. "Hie sellers all get 
on at the same station and alight half 
an hour later. I couldn’t discover bow 
they got borne. They would have had 
to wait hours for the train iD the op- 
posite direction. 

Then Fausto boarded. Only on 
the Tehuantepec railway could I 
have met Fausto. He is a 77-year- 
old Zapo tec with a head such as you 
see carved in hundreds of prehis- 
toric sices hereabouts. He had long 
since retired from bis job as a 
telegraphist on the line; he showed 
me his rail pass with pride, and 
demonstrated that his wrist had lost 
□one of its suppleness. His grand- 
father had worked on building the 
line, and he knew that “un ingles” 
had engineered it Mexican railways 
weren't a patch on what they bad 
been, he sighed. The sleeper from 
Mexico City to M£rida in the Yu- 
catan was no more. The expresses 
had been abolished, as a poverty- 
stricken system was put up for pri- 
vatisation. He tut-tutted as we 
passed ruined halts where he had 
once tapped out his message, but 
his eyes lit up when we came to Ix- 
tepec, where the station buildings 
were still in good condition, with 
a plaque bearing the date 1911. 

As we rumbled along, he taught 


me polite phrases in Zapoteco, over 
a fresh orange cut in half and 
flavoured the Mexican way with sah 
and chilli. Then talk turned to 
how Tony Blair was doing. 

At Matfas Romero we stopped, 
90 kilometres short of our destina- 
tion. I strolled on to the platform, 
looked at a 100-year-old steam 
monster silent beside the platform, 
and chatted to the engineers. “The 
locomotive needs changing. It 
wasn't pulling," they explained. 

I reported back to Fausto. 
“Don’t you believe it ft’s Sunday; 
no one much is travelling and the 
crew could do with two hours’ 
overtime," said my Zapotec friend 


a brace of fine white chickens. 

1 Then we came out of the moun- 
tains and into the Pacific plain. Just 
short of Salina Cruz, the train 
stopped. No railway buMng.no ptai- 
form, just a rusty iron sign in the 
wilderness with the single word 
"Pearson". Weetman Pbarson's jet- 
ties are sriU to be seejial Salina Cruz, 
hemmed in now by a container port 
and Mexico's largest oil refinery a 
mile or two down the coast. I went 
into town and thought of the con- 
tractor over a couple of glasses of or- 
ange juice at a bar called the Hawaii 
Rumours abound ebat the Mex- 
ican and US governments are 
preparing plans to develop a shiny 
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with an air of finality. I wear back 
to my life of Nelson, and snoozed 
in the warm January sun. Thie to 
his prediction, the diesel returned 
after two hours and we set off again. 

This stretch was magnificently 
mountainous and the line ran 
through deep cuttings where leath- 
ery bushes swept Lhe windows. 
Then Fausto got off and a score of 
passengers boarded who had (Hear- 
ty been waiting for hours. “It’s al- 
ways like this. Sometimes the train 
comes half an hour early. But its 
the only cheap way to travel from 
our village. There’s do real road, and 
the minibuses cost a fortune," said 
one young woman. No one had 
goats or sheep on board, as Rafael 
bad forecast, but one woman had 


new railway, an eight-lane highway 
and bigger oil pipelines across the 
isthmus, so that, when the Panama 
Canal stops being US property and 
reverts to the Panamanians at the 
end of this decade, there will be a 
reliable alternative in case of any 
trouble. The locals complain that 
they are told nothing, but must be 
secretly resigned to the fact that the 
distant powers up in Mexico City 
seldom tell them anything anyway 
Development like that would 
certainly bring some much-needed 
money to the deep south of the 
country - Mexico's impoverished, 
corrupt and violent equivalent of 
Sicily. But I think it would also en- 
danger one of the best train rides 
on this planet. 
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Outward bound: there has • 
never been such an excellent 
range of flights to Mexico, such 
low feres, and so many 
stopover possibilities. The best 
deals we have tracked down 
this week are as follows:;. • 
Non-stop: British Airways to 
Mexico City from Gatwic k 
(switching to Heathrow from 
’the end of March). Through _ 
Traflfinders (0171-938 3366) • 

you will pay £389 (including 

tax) until the end of March and , 
between 11-30 ApriL You mast-, 
stay at least a week and no 
more than six months. You can 

change the date of the return 
flight once, in Mexico, for a 
charge of £75. Children under 
12 pay half fare. 

Via the US: from Heathrow, . 

Gatwick, Birmingham and 
Manchester, through Quest ~ ‘ 
Worldwide (01 81-546 6000) 
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you pay £369 for a Virgin At- 
lantic/ Continental flight via a 


city such as New York 

(Newark) or Houston. The fare 
is available until 31 March and ' 

between 14-30 April. You must' 

stay at least one Saturday 
night, and a maximum of one 
month. The child fare is half- 
price, if two adults are travel- 
ling together. A similar deal is 
available on American Airlines 
through discount agencies. 

With rhi* fare, you can change 
your return date once in Mexi- 
co City for a charge of $100 

Via Amsterdam: from one of. 
20 points in the UK - from Ab- 
erdeen to Sheffield: £391 on 
KLM through Trailfmders. 

This is available until the end 
of March. You must stay be- 
tween one week and three 
months. You can change your 
return date once for free once ', 
you’re in Mexico. 

Children travel for two- 
thirds of the adult fare when 
travelling with an adult. 

Charter flights: there are " 

now numerous charters, mainly' 
from Manchester and Gatwick, 
to the Mexican resorts of 
Cancun and Puerto Vkllarta. 
(Note that many of these stop 
to refuel en route.) Charters 
are mostly sold as part of 
package holidays, by operators 
such as First Choice (0161-745 
7000), Airtours (0541 500479) 
and Thomson (0990 502580). 
Some flights may have space .. 
for “seat only" customers; 
expect to pay around £250 . 
return to Cancun, and slightly 
more to Puerto Vallarta. 


Getting around: specialist 
travel agents such as Journey 
Latin America (0181-747 3108) 
and South American Expert- - : 
ence (0171-976 5511) can sell i 
flight tickets both to and within 
Mexico; air passes on 
Aeromexico and Mexicana axe 
excellent value. 

To reach Oaxaca from the cap- 
ital, you can fly in around an 
hour or take a bus on a journey 
of about nine hours. The 
overnight train takes 14 hours 
(on a good day). 


Red tape: visitors require a 
tourist card, which is issued free 
by the airline when you embark, 
or at the frontier if you enter by 
land. If you arrive by land from 
the US, it will be assumed that 
you are a day-tripper and no 
tourist card will be offered; you 
must ask for one. 


Mofia information: Mexican 
Ministry of Tourism, 60 Trafal- 
gar Square, London WC2N 
5DS (0173-734 I05S). Note 
that this office takes a substan- 
tial siesta, closing each day 
from 130pm to 3pm. 


Victoria Rees 
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Is it possible for travel to aid global 
cooling? Those ever-positive Americans 
have come up with a scheme that 
guarantees “guilt-free travel”. 


The very best in: 

• Travel Writing 

# Guides • Art 


• Language • Culture 


• Cuisine • History 

• Photography 

• Natural History 

• Reference 

• Cartography 


Turn to 
page 18 
of Ism 
and save 
up to 
£115! 


Agems and tour operators Involved in the 
Global Cooling Tices for Travel scheme 
give customers certificates which confirm 
that seven trees have been planted for each 
traveller. 

The logic is that a jet emits about U 
ounces of carbon dioxide for each 
passenger mile it flies, so over a 7,000-mile 
round trip from London to New York, every 
person on board will be responsible for 
about 5,000 pounds (more than two tons) of 
carbon dioxide. As a tree absorbs 50 pounds 
Of the gas in a year, planting tO trees will 
offset the carbon dioxide created during the 
flight over the course of 10 years. 

Brits interested in the idea should link 
up with a tree-planting scheme in the UK, 
such as Woodlands Trust, which has a 


“Plant a Tree for Cleaner Air” programme. 
You can work out how many you need to 
plant by following Trees for Travel’s rough 
guidelines. They suggest planting at least 
one tree for every 4,000 miles travelled by 
plane. That tree offsets the carbon dioxide 
emitted by the aircraft, while two more 
trees would compensate for the greenhouse 
effect caused by the nitrogen oxide and 
water-vapour emissions. 

Plant one tree for every 2,000 miles 
travelled by car, one for every 3,700 miles 
by train, another for every four days spent 
on a cruise ship and one for every 10,000 
miles travelled by bos. Jet-skiers should 
plant a tree after every 50th hour. 

If we all follow this advice we might cool 
the planet, but Thees for Travel doesn’t 
mention whether we’d haw any land left. 





The National Sales Centre for over 
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• ■ If the chocolate moles don't tempt 
- r you, then the Mariachis surely will. 

Polli Kaminski escapes to the 
: ■ ancient, unspoilt gem of Oaxaca 


Remains of the day: the ancient Zapotec capital of Monte Alban 


l: .--i 


"WMl” said mv friend, whn had li v>v j for some 
time in Africa, “I haw eaten hippopotamus, 
so v4jy not mole?” We were s kimming the 
mena in a Mexican restaurant Afafe in Mex- 
ico (“matay” ) is not she was relieved to ieam, 
a small black creature that (tigs up mounds 
in the lawn, but a delicacy that originates in 
the dty of Oaxaca (pronounced “ Wihaka”) 
in the heart of Mexico. 

Streets around the main market here 
are crammed with mole shops, each sell- 
ing its own style of this cbocolaty, herby, 
spicy sauce, which is cooked up and served 
with chicken, turkey, beef or anything else 
you fancy. My favourite was a really rich 
plate of fried potatoes immersed in it Once 
you have got over the thrill of eating re- 
ally fresh taoos and mountains of gua- 
camole with refried beans, it becomes dear 
that the cuisine of Mexico, while interesting 
in the composition of some dishes (huevos 
nmchems , for instance -fried eggs on a bed 
of spicy green salsa), is not blessed with 
infinite variety. Mole, which gives Mexi- 
can food that small note of individuality, 
can Jjso contribute to a person's status, 
as can be seen in the recipes specially 


made up for important Oaxacan families. 

Apart from this unusual little delicacy, 
Oaxaca can boast of being possibly the most 
beautiful city in Mexico. High on the plains 
in the heart of Oaxaca state. 300 miles 
south-east of Mexico City, it shines with 
a light similar to that in Mediterranean 
cities. Combine this with the air purity pe- 
culiar to high altitude and minimal industry, 
and the effect is stupefying, 

Oaxaca is built on a grid system simi- 
lar to that of New York, but is a fraction 
of the size; at the end of every long, straight 
street the dty disappears and fresh green 
hills rise up, leaving you with a disconcerting 
sense of being cat off from the world. 

When the Spanish moved inland from 
the coast in 1520, they brought with them 
architecture typical of southern Europe, 
which can still be seen in the hqgrt of the 
dty. Large, noble buddings are painted in 
earthy colours -sand red, ochre and stone 
- and adorned with wro eight-iron bal- 
conies crammed with pots of trailing flow- 
ers. Through huge wooden doors, high 
courtyards are massed with tumbling and 
creeping greenery. Regal stone staircases 


lead up to cool and shady rooms where qui- 
et voices echo intriguingly. 

All streets eventually lead to the zoealo, 
or main square, the heart of every dty in 
Mexico. But Oaxaca’s is different. It is bor- 
dered on one side by a flowery, Rococo-style 
church and on ail other sides is crowded with 
cafe and restaurants, their chairs and tables 
laid out invitingly in the sun or tucked shyly 
away in the shade of arched walkways. 

In lush gardens at the heart of the 
square looms the bandstand, a stage for 
the talents of earnest young people and 
practised adults who proudly play on 
Sunday afternoons and saints' daysi Every- 
one congregates in the zoealo: children 
play, plots are laid, and business deals are 
negotiated in the shade of the trees. 

On the borders, beggars and street 
urchins do their rounds of the restaurants 
and cafes, ostensibly selling bits of carved 
wood or ribbons. The best thing to do is 
to let them eat your tacos and salsa, and 
give them bread and butter from your table. 
Even the poorest give to the poor in Oax- 
aca. And poverty is here in plenty. 

When darkness falls, the music starts up 


Viva Oaxaca, Vivaaaa! 


Andrew Marshall remembers a night of 'purest uncut 
Mexico', high on mezeal, heady with the old revolution 




And so it went on, late into the night, 
as the beers and the mezeal mounted up. 
In the small hours, I stumbled back to my 
hotel, the lavish Presidente, and crashed 
out. 

What a place to awake. Its white- 
washed walls, the calm, dark, green and 
damp courtyards, Ibe timbered rooms and 
■the quiet corridors made it one of the best 
places I have ever nursed a hangover. I 
slumbered through the morning, woken 
only by a light earth tremor that did noth- 
ing for my composure. 

I spent the afternoon wandering the 
dusty, drowsy streets of the dty, exploring 
the churches and the museum dedicated 
to Benito Juarez. His name is little known 
outside Mexico, yet he is one of the found- 
ing fathers of this Byzantine state and its 


A fytaysm statue near Oaxaca. 


J Ten years ago I went to Mexico to write 
■ > » ' ^ ah ecorKxnwsurvty.lt was at a time when 
’ £533 ths brittle and complex country was stait- 
ing to puH itself together as the debt cri- 
sis waned and reform took hold. It was a 

Si good stoiy for a jounialisL Mexico Gty was 

5 ~i *** fan, ihnngh it was hard work and Stay, 
i 7 2 7 and I found it a constant struggle to keep 
. - on schedule. But Oaxaca was something 

• I efae. It gave me a night that I shall never 

r anightof purest uncutMenco. 

: I was lucky enough to be in Oaxaca 
(bribe Grito, the annual celebration of 
the first call to revolution. Aft day, the 
_ „ pfecife gathered in thezocafo: quiet, be- 

suited local, worthies, bemused (and in- 

• **"*.*• creasiqgfy drunk, in many cases) Indian^ 
and the ever-present backpackers. I 

" bed a table at a pavement care, _ sip- 
the dark Bohemia beer that k a thou- 
sand times better than any of 

something-or-other with a chunk of lime 
2 Z \ tn it As darkness fell, I switched to mez- 

l _ . 
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cal, the murderous spirit that has done 
for so many good men. 

Then the officials turned up. first came 
the local soldiery, with rifles bigger than 
them, helmets slipping over their eyes, and 
ill-fitting uniforms . They stood around the 
square looking nervous, as well they 
might in a part of the country where the 
state still has only a fragile hold on parts 
of the countryside. Then came the more 
serious guys, with automatic weapons and 
steely-eyed stares. Lastly, the armoured 
cavalcade escorting the Governor poured 
into the square with sirens blazing. 

The Governor came on to the balcony 
of his colonial-era palace, and launched 
the traditional cafl-and-response with 
the waitingcrowd. 

he cried And they roared bade -Viva! 

“Viva el Presidente!" 

“Viva!" 

“Viva Mexico!” 

“Vivaaaa!” 


pendency and the church. Here, he is a sec- 
ular saint of the revolution. 

Graham Greene charted this territo- 
ry in The Lawless Roods, a survey which 
he wrote in the Thirties on the crushing 
of the church in Mexico. When he visit- 
ed Oaxaca, the revolution was not long 
past, and be painted a vivid picture of a 
city under virtual occupation. One large 
convent, he wrote, had been turned into 
a barracks by the army, their horses 
stabled in the cells and the courtyards. I 
discovered, with a bit of careful reading 
and some sleuthing, that this convent was 
now the hotel Presidente. 

In the cathedral, which was long ago 
restored to worship, I admired the 
elaborate paintings and carved statues 
that go with the church in a country 
where the older religions have quietly 
fused with Catholicism. And while I was 
there, a woman broke into song from 
one of the side chapels, a song which was 
so beautiful I could not slop myself from 
seeking her out. She knelt on the floor, 
singing her heart out, SO if she was a day, 
and full of fierce devotion. And though 
I am not religious, 1 could not help but 
recall the old saw about poor Mexico: 
so far from God, so close to the Unit- 
ed States. 


and every cafe on the zoealo bursts into 
sound, each one offering a different style. 
Young people with extraordinary talent play 
guitars, pipes, accordions. Others sing. 
Whatever their chosen skill, their presence 
is magical, and the square becomes sadly 
empty when they finish for the night -usu- 
ally around midnight 

When wailing and strumming starts up 
around the square, you know the Mariachis 
have arrived - groups of local players and 
singers, romantic buskers who invariably 
play quite badly and sing slightly out of tune, 
but have masses of charm. And, oh, those 
trousers ... Low at the hip, flared at the foot, 
with silver studs from waist to ankle down 


each side and silver-studded belts, they are 
uniform to the Mariachis but coveted by 
just about every female tourist in Mexico. 

Close by the zoealo is the other centre 
of Oaxaca, the covered market - a place 
of loud voices and bright colours. Every- 
thing can be bought here, from dustbins to 
leather handbags, and there is a stall sell- 
ing fruit and vegetable juices where you can 
realise your barmiest recipes: coconut and 
mango, carrot and guava, and more. 

It would be reckless to visit Oaxaca 
and to miss the magnificent site of Monte 
Alban. Set on a hiHiop about six miles from 
the dty, it is one of the most important 
pre-H3$pan ic ruins in Mexico. It was once 
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the Zapotec capital, and archaeologists 
have dated its origins to 500BC. Most of 
the ruins existing today, however, date 
from AD300-750. The technology re- 
quired to design and build such a huge 
complex, which housed a highly organised 
society, is staggering. 

Many treasures were plundered over 
the centuries* but in 1932 Dr Alfonso Caso 
discovered Mixtec treasures that had 
been buried in tombs. Some of these can 
be seen in the modem museum at the en- - - 
trance to the site. Meanwhile, if you feel 
(ike experiencing life as a true Mexican 
mole you can visit the vaulted burial cham- 
ber, Tunaba 104. 
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Sailing with your car to Holiday France? 

Wty drive the long way round when you can sail with us. direct to Brittany Normandy and Spain? 
Our luxury cruise-ferries, with their award-winning service 
and value, land you closer to where you'd tike to be, saving you wasted fuel and dibit. 
And our huge range ol self-catering and self-drive holidays and breaks 
offer you oil the finest pleasures of Holiday France and Spain. 
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Listen, but 

try to keep 
your head 

Jon Winter goes on a 
musical tour wfth an 
undertone of violence 

Anyone who imagines Scottish High- 
hrnd muac as a rather dreary, overiy 
nostalgic genre should consider the^ 
content of “Ann Bron Burn " Z 
detent Gaelic ballad. It recounts the 
tale of a chap named Arthur who 
succumbs to the enchanting harp- 
playmg of a beautiful young woman 
eventually falling asleep with his head 
in her lap. Seizing upon his 
vulnerability, the beautiful woman 
swaps her harp for a sword and, for 
reasons that are unclear, lops off his 
head. Forget All Saints and the Spice 
Girls, that is Girl Power. 

Learning of such savagely romantic 
chthes is just pan of the conversion 
that cynics undergo when they visit 
Balnain House in Inverness, the self- 
L^prodaimed “Home of Highland 
pMusic . Situated in a handsome 
Georgian mansion on the banks of the 
River Ness, Balnain House is not just 
for folk enthusiasts. Visitors of every 
musical orientation are invited to 
embark on an brief interactive, audio- 
visual tour of Highland music. 

Your hearing is first introduced to 
the primitive tones of ringing rocks 
and droning battle horns popular 
around 2,000 years ago. To modern 
ears, these early instruments might 
sound harmoniously challenged, but 
when backed with a recording of the 
wind or the ocean, they combine to 
make extraordinarily haunting music. 

Visitors then continue through a 
series of themed listening stations, 
each equipped with headphones, 
where a selection of tracks can be 
. listened to as you absorb the 
^accompanying written information. 

It quickly becomes apparent that 
far from being inspired by quaint 
sentimentalities, much of the mmar 
has its roots in war, religion and the 
rigours of everyday life in the 
Highlands. One area focuses solely 
on work and communal songs “whose 
primary function was to increase 
work efficiency and maintain 
concentration by providing a steady 
rhythm’’. Ping in here and you can 
listen to; among others, butter 
churning melodies, spinning ditties 
and “baulking" (shrinking) tweed 
tunes. 

For my ears, though, some of the 
more beguiling tunes were those from 
Orkney and Shetland - eerie, 
monastic-sounding choral singing, 
and jaunty fishermen’s songs for 
attracting seals, who have for a long 
-lime been thought to respond to such 
vmusic. 

Although for the main part the 




exhibition may seem to dwell in the 
pasL Balnain House is no museum. If 
fact, any restrained museum-like 
ambience is likely to be kicked out by 
a dance class enthusiastically 
dam ping their feet on the ceiling 
above you. or by the reels and jigs of 
an impromptu music session drifting 
up from the cafe in the basement. 
“Cultural centre" is perhaps a more 
accurate label a viewpoint reinforced 
byihe notice board in the foyer, which 
is crowded with advertisements for 
dance classes, instrument tuition, 
festivals, pub gigs, ceilidhs, 
instruments for sale and even 
weekend harp-making courses. 

Whatever you make of a visit to 
Balnain House, arguably the most 

memorable moment for most visitors 

k is the opportunity to test your musical 
talents on a number of traditional 
instruments (including several 
enchanting harps) on hand around 
the exhibition. Thankfully, todays 
visitors have little to fear from 
homicidal harp-players, but when a 
group of inquisitive tourists find the 
bagpipes, you just have to run for 
your life. 

Balnain House, 40 Huntfy Stteet. 
Inverness IV3 SHR (01463 715757). 
Admission: adults. £% over-60s, 
students and unemployed, £1-30, 
children, under 16. 50p. Opening times: 

1 0am -5pm Tuesdays to Saturdays,^ 
session night on Thursday ’S. 

' contains a wide range of books, C us, 
written music, instruments and other 

learning materials. Fresh Scottish fare. 

seafood arid vegetarian s P e fff l ~ l, f s . 
feature on die menu in Cafe Balnain. 
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Speed bonnie Rover over the bridge to Skye 



Photograph; John Vbos 


Highlands minus the tartan tat 


‘Scotland in February? You must be mad,' they told Bob Carter. 
But rt pays to take the high road without the tourists in tow 


At this time of year the Highlands of Scotland are 
peopled by strange folk wearing shiny plastic boots 
who look up with frowns at a shining sun but will 
welcome any leaden, snow-laden clouds that 
might coax an at-best diffident skiing season into 
March. 

You could be forgiven for thinking that the win- 
ter sports fraternity have the place to themselves 
now. The normal tourist traps, the visitor centres, 
the toilets and even many pubs stay cold, closed 
down as if eveiy day was like Sunday, their shut- 
tered faces blindly awaiting the hordes of holi- 
daymakers from around the world who will descend 
with the midges when the weather warms up. 

I ended up there by simple accident, really. 
First, let me say something about timeshare. It can 
be a great way of getting holiday accommodation, 
where you trade your week in one part of the world 
for someone else’s in another. But the system 
creaks noisily when it comes to British holiday des- 
tinations, and when we came to trade in our time 
in Florida for something closer to home it was nei- 
ther dose to our London home nor a very attrac- 
tive prospect: the Scottish Highlands in February. 

And as “Auntie”, our 39-year-old Rover, lum- 
bered up the A9. the snow started to fall and we 
only just got to our fust stop, at Laggan, a few miles 
from Loch Ness along the Great Glen, before the 
blizzard set in. Next morning, the ski set looked 
happy setting out in their minibus for Aonach Mor, 
and Loch Locby looked pretty becoming - extend- 
ing a wintry welcome to two people and their dogs 
out for a walk in the snow. 

That was it for snowfall (though some is forecast 


for this weekend); but the walking, especially around 
Loch Ness, remained a delight as the ice at the lower 
level melted away from the snowdrops in a manner 
reminiscent of a natural history film of a year in the 
life of some Huffy Scottish mammal or other. 

With the spring sunshine glinting off the snow, 
driving became motoring again. Isn’t it strange how 
motoring sounds so much nicer than driving? 
Motoring means that as you trundle over the twist- 
ing, turning road from Invergany to Loch Alsb 
through Glen Sbiel you stop to take in the view of 
miles of white peaks stretching to the distance as 
you suddenly find yourself in what seems like famil- 
iar territory. 

Where once the Kyle of Locholsh brought to 
mind the Skye Boat Song, there is a bridge there 
now and a car park where taciturn locals cast an 
eye over my 1950s bank manager’s car and refused 
to be impressed. But they have seen a lot lately, 
living in a place where the sceneiy plays host to 
images of a dope-smoking policeman. 

This is Hamish Macbeth country, where the 
tourists teem in summer. Happily, as with so much 
in the area at this time of year, we had Plockton 
to ourselves, and yes, it is just how it looks on the 
TV: squat Scottish cottages in pink and white lin- 
ing a placid harbour where small fishing boats bob 
as only Scottish fishing boats can. 

Once on the west coast, there are other quiet 


corners of the country where, wrapped up warm 
and snug, we would smugly stop to take in our 
exclusive view. At Arisaig, whence Bonnie Prince 
Charlie is said finally to have sailed off into exile; 
there is a stone cairn, in February a quiet spot to 
stop for a sandwich, so qniet that an otter came 
out to find out who was stopping at such a strange 
time of year. 

It was even stranger in the seaside resort of 
Oban, where the watery late winter (or was it early 
spring?) sunshine also tempted out the odd 
bather. Or rather a boy in swimming trunks was 
being almost forced into the water by his parents. 
I guess that's how they get them toughened up in 
Oban. 

Those lonely roads and those empty glens were 
in such contrast to my previous experience of this 
area, a decade before, in August My chief mem- 
ory from then is of crowded camp-sites and a view, 
when driving, of coach company logos from Bonn 
and The Hague on the backs of those lumbering 
tourist bells-on-wheels. It really does pay to take 
the high road when nobody else is doing so. 

Halfway through our fortnight we (ravelled 
down the A9 - the only road I know to have had 
its own commemorative postcard, which of course 
invites you to burst into McGonagall verse: 

Oooooh, it's a wonderful road, the OldA9, 

It runs down Scotland in a wiggly line. 


We followed it down to Kinloch Rannoch, the 
very heart of Scottish shortbread and tartan tourist 
country with the picturesque pass of Killiecrankie 
(deserted), Pitlochry (almost deserted, with almost 
desperation prices in the shops) and Queen’s View 
over Loch Thmmel where we watched the sun go 
down, setting the loch on fire, a view crowded with 
tourists in the summer but, again, an experience 
on that day shared by just the two of us. 

From that spot you can just see the top of the 
one mountain we did go up, Scbiehallion, 1,083m 
above sea level, where mud on the lower slopes 
made way for up to a foot of old snow at the top, 
carved into curious shapes by the winter wind but 
in places untouched by human foot, a bit of a con- 
trast to Ben Nevis where packed ice from too many 
boots made the going too treacherous. The moun- 
tain glared down through the mist daring us to 
come and have a go if we thought we were hard 
enough. We weren’t and didn’L 

The search for true solitude reached its suc- 
cessful conclusion on the marshy expanse of Ran- 
noch Moor, proudly described as Europe’s largest 
wilderness area. You drive from the hotel on Loch 
Rannoch to where the B846 peters out by Rannoch 
station and then set off along the side of Loch 
Laidon. Pretty soon the only sound is the wind and 
the birds and you can imagine the moor stretch- 
ing off into i nfin ity- ft is lonely enough to send you 
a little bit mad, but then wasn't that what every- 
body said when we told them we were driving from 
London to the Highlands in a 1959 Rover in the 
bitter days between New Year and spring. 

“Scotland in February? You must be mad." 


Sea spray and superstition in old East Neuk 


Traditional seafaring life 
still clings to the battered 
coast of Fife, as Alison 
Thomas found 


It’s the sound of the sea that draws 
you back to the East Neuk of Fife. 
Even on a calm day its munnurings 
and whisperings are everywhere. And 
when storm douds gather, it charges 
in like a wild beast, hurling massive 
sheets of swirling spray over the high 
sea walls, drenching the streets of the 
villages, splashing the very doorsteps 
of the houses that huddle by the 
shores of the Firth of Forth. 

Small wonder that the East Neuk 
fishermen have always been fiercely 
superstitious. Although modern tech- 
nology has made boats safer, old 
taboos linger on. Rabbits, pigs, hares, 
the very mention of their names can 
provoke the monster’s wrath. 

But the day we walked along the 
coastal path from Anstruther to Pit- 
tenweem, its mood was benign. The 
winter sunshine laid a golden trail 
that danced and shimmered on the 
water, and only the occasional mo- 
mentary feather of spray drifting 


across Anstru tier's outermost pier 
gave any hint of its latent power. 

It wasn’t far to walk, but with a 
nine-year-old in tow there were rocks 
to climb and shiny pebbles to gather - 
and anyway, why huny? It was several 
hours before we made it up the steep 
cliff path and down the other side to 
Pittenweem harbour. We arrived in 
time to watch a fishing boat carefully 
manoeuvre its way through the nar- 
row entrance, a scattering of noisy 
gulls circling overhead as if piloting 
her home. Another had already slip- 
ped safely inside and the crew was 
preparing to land. 

East Neuk fishermen are a hardy 
breed. Once you could watch them at 
work in other harbours along the 
coast. Now only in Pittenweem do you 
catch a glimpse of a disappearing 
world. Yet the East Neuk remains a 
close-knit community, and a sur- 
prising number of fishermen still live 
here, even those who sail from Aber- 
deen, almost 100 miles away. Watson, 
Gourlay, Murray - the names of the 
crews today are the same as those on 
the lichen-covered tombstones of the 
spray- drenched kirkyards. 

And the past lingers on. You see it 
in the colour-washed houses, their red 
pan tiled roofs and crowstepped gables 
a legacy of the days when the East 


Neuk was an important European 
trading centre and vessels from the 
Low Countries brought in pantiles as 
ballast. You feel it, too, in the sea- 
caves, home to monks and hermits 
over a thousand years ago, and on the 
rocky shore where smugglers once un- 
loaded their booty. 

Each village retains its own sturdy 
individuality. Anstruther, its feet 
planted firmly on the ground, is the 
homely, purposeful one. Crail has a 
more comely air, with its handsome 
merchant houses, tranquil streets and 
picture-book harbour, whose ancient 
stone walls curl round protectively, 
embracing the boats that shelter there. 
Pittenweem is characterised by the 
bustle of the fleet and the steepest, 
narrowest “wynds” of all the coastal 
towns. In St Monans, too, houses jos- 
tle untidily from the high ground to 
the shore and its church crouches 
squat and defiant so dose to the water 
that when the tide runs high the surge 
of the surf mingles with the hymns. 

The sound of the sea was with us 
too when we via ted a friend in her 
low-ceQinged cottage on Anstruther’s 
Esplanade. To the front lay the estu- 
ary, where stepping stones lead at low 
tide to Castle Street beach and the 
centre of town, lb the back, we looked 
out over the high wall of her brine- 


splashed garden to the waters of the 
Forth beyond. We didn’t worry when 
our son disappeared, for we knew 
where to find him. When sand, sea 
and rock pools are a quick clamber 
over the sea wall away, where else 
would a nine-year-old go? 

It is the sea that has given the East 
Neuk its rich historical heritage and a 
succession of colourful heroes. Like 
Andrew Wilson, the notorious 18th- 
century smuggler whose execution in 
Edinburgh's Grassmaiket led to the 
Porteous Riots. Or Captains Alex- 
ander Rodger and John Keay, whose 
thrilling finish in the great tea clipper 
race of 1866 made national headlines. 
Or William Smith, Arctic explorer 
and whaling skipper, who brought 
back to his native Ceflardyke the gi- 
gantic jawbone of the largest whale 
ever caught off the Greenland coast 

The whaling trade may be a thing 

of the past but when we wanted firm, 
tasty haddock we didn't have far to go, 
although it was fortunate for us that 
the tourist season was over. Anstruther 
Fish Bar has quite a reputation. 
Throughout the summer people come 
from far afield, w illing to queue for an 
hour or more in the dully east wind of 
Shore Street When your meal left Pit- 
tenweem fishmaiket only that morn- 
ing, it bears as much relation to the 


shop as a freshly-picked tomato to its 
tinned counterpart 

Thcked away behind the Scottish 
Fisheries museum, in the buildings of 
an old smoke house and cooperage, 
we found a seafood establishment of a 
very different kind. With its sophis- 
ticated menu, including hot canapes 
with your aperitif and petits fours 
with your coffee, the Cellar Restaur- 
ant seemed an unlikely venue for the 
down-to-earth folk of Anstruther. 

But this little comer of Fife is sur- 
prisingly cosmopolitan. Elie, with its 
golf courses and its pleasure boats, is 
where the gentry live, or in the peace- 
ful farming communities inland. And 
only 10 miles away lies the ancient 
town of St Andrews. Its university at- 
tracts the well-heeled offspring of Mid- 
dle England, its Old Course lures 
golfers from all over the world, and its 
beguiling combination of cloister, golf 
and gown make it a popular retirement 
home for world-weary city dwellers. 

Ten miles. A 15-minute drive. An- 
other world. 

Tourist Information, 70 Market Street, 

St Andrews (01334 472021). The Cel- 
lar, 24 East Green, Anstruther (01333 
310378). Anstruther Fish Bar, 1 7 Shore 
Street (01333 310518). 
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48 hours in South Tyneside 


The ‘Angel of the North’ 
sculpture has thrust 
attention on Gateshead 
and its surroundings. 
Simon Calder checks 
out the prospects for 
a weekend break south 
of the Tyne 


Why go now? 

Because the vast span of the new An&d is 
already a tourist attraction. Because no one 
that I know has been for a weekend break 
in South Tyneside. And because if and when 
you need some big city life, Newcastle is 
just a bridge away. 

Beam down 

Virgin Trains and GNER bring you from 
most parts of the kingdom direct to New- 
castle. I paid £29 return for the three-hour 
run from London on GNER, booked in ad- 
vance on 0345 225225. For other feres and 
timings, -call National Rail Enquiries on 
0345 484950. From Newcastle Central sta- 
tion you con walk across to Gateshead or 
take the highly efficient Metro railway. 

Get your bearings 

A scries of settlements is strung out along 
the south bank of the Tyne. The most im- 
portant and sprawling is Gateshead, directly 
south of Newcastle. Going east from here, 
you pass though Felling, Hebburn and Jar- 
row. The Metro runs between Gateshead 
and these communities every eight minutes 
during the day. 

Gateshead must be expecting a flood of 
visitors, because it has two tourist inform- 
ation bureaux: in the Central Library on 
Prince Consort Road (0391-477 3478) and 
in the MetroCentre (0191-460 6345). 

Check in 

Finding a place to sleep is more of a prob- 
lem in South Tyneside than in other week- 
end break destinations. The MetroCentre 
Marriott (0191-493 2233) feels (ike an air- 
port hotel in search of an airport, but has 
a weekend special on Friday, Saturday or 
Sunday night of £57 $ingle/£64 double. The 
Riverside Lodge, on the south bank of the 
Tyne at Felling (0191-495 0282), is difficult 
to reach without a car, but hasagood week- 
end rate of £33 JO single/£43J0 double. 

Take a ride 

... to a ride. The seven-minute train trip 
between Newcastle Central and the Metro- 
Centre sweeps you regally across the Tyne, 
then swerves to the right (affording a 
glimpse of an angel) and trundles along to 
“Europe’s biggest covered shopping and 
leisure complex”. Inside is a fully-fledged 
funfair. A roller-coaster ride costs £1.80. 

Window shopping 

The MetroCentre resembles a cross be- 
tween Center Parcs and a high street. This 
one-stop shopping experience includes 



--".v ; j >- : o . 











Angel of mercy: if the sculpture continues to draw tourists to the area, a cheerier chapter looks certain for South Tyneside 


touches such as a “Mediterranean village” 
and team shops for both of the local soc- 
cer rivals, Newcastle and Sunderland. No 
wonder so many of the shops elsewhere on 
South Tyneside are boarded up. 

Take a hike 

Clutching your new Sunderland away kit 
(and possibly your jaw; the MetroCentre 
also has an on-site dentist), you can quickly 
escape to one of the most beautiful corners 
of the North-east V&lk through the village 
of Swalwell to the start of Derwent Walk 
country park. 

Anold railway line leads you gently up- 
wards through an increasingly dramatic val- 
ley, carved out by the river Derwent The 
first part is prettify wooded Then a viaduct 
ushers you across the river and into spec- 
tacular open country. You can’t see the 
Angel from here but to compensate, one 
proprietor of Gibside Hall has built a col- 
umn on the scale of Nelson's in Trafalgar 
Square. After three bracing miles you reach 


the village of Rowland's GQL Either take 
a bus back from here, or bear left along the 
road to the village of Sheep Hill, taking you 
up a steep and shady valley. 

Lunch on the run 

Back in Gateshead town centre, the options 
are limited M&M’s fish & chip shop,, on 
the corner of High Street and Park Lane, 
promises; “We're not famous, hut we are 
the best.” After a scrumptious and satis- 
fying cod and chips (£2.40), I agree. 

Cultural afternoon 
My ancient guidebook notes that South 
Tyneside has “extensive populated and ind- 
ustrial areas, with some collieries”. When 
Gateshead was rich and famous, the town 
created suitably grand municipal buildings. 
The exterior of the Shipley Art Gallery (on 
Prince Consort Road; 0191-477 1495) 
maintains an air of prosperity. Inside, the 
stoiy of the town is revealed in a striking 
exhibition called Made in Gateshead, which 


pamfulfy traces the decline of heavy indus try 
and consequent social vacuum that afflicts 
much of South Tyneside. 

An aperitif 

Jarrow has a similarly imposing collection 
of civic architecture, notably the fiercely red- 
brick town hall A plaque on the wall com- 
memorates a defining moment in 20th 
century British history; “the Jarrow Cru- 
sade of October 5th, 1936”. At the height 
of the Depression, thousands of unem- 
ployed men set out to march to London to 
demand work and dignity. Drink to toe , 
human spirit at- the Jarrow Crusaders, a 
Vaux pub behind the town hall. 

Demure dinner 

Go to Newcastle. 

Angel of the morning 
Judging by the crowds around Antony 
Gonnley’s sculpture on Wednesday after- 
noon, th e Angel of the North will be a huge 


success in drawing tourists to South Tyne- 
side. From a distance, the sculpture re- 
sembles an upturned Spitfire. The closer 
you get. the more you appreciate the 
warm (if a little rusty) welcome from open 
arms 175ft across. 

Unless you are travelling by road along 
the Al, finding the figure can be difficult. 
It is perched beside the Durham Road four 
miles south of Gateshead town centre, 
reached by bus 1, 21, 25, 2d among others. 

Sunday afternoon: go to church 
Bede’s World sounds alarmingly like an 
ecclesiastical version of the MetroCentre. 
It isirritatingfy difficait to find: the Metro 
station that bears the historian’s name is 
buried amidst an industrial park east of Jar- 
row, almost a mile from Bede’s World. On 
Sundays, it keeps maddeningly short open- 
ing times (2J0-5 JOpm). Yet once you reach 
it, grump iness evaporates. 

The Venerable Bede lived, wrote and 
died in the confines of St Pauls monastery. 


If 


Photograph: David Pose 


The present-day church embraces its foun- 
dations and even some Roman masonry - 
Witling Street ended on the south bank of - 

the Tyne. Uphill from the church, you enter “ 

fine old Jarrow Hall, where the life of the 
writer of Historia Ecclesiastical GendsAng- 
lorum is placed in the context of a turbul- 
ent time around AD700. (You also learn that 
Bede was largely responsible for counting 
years from the birth of Christ; he deserves 
a mention in the Mflletmium Dome.) 

Adjacent, in a most unlikely location, be- 
tween giant chemical storage tanks and a 
parade of pylons, an Aijglo-Saxon village 
has been created, complete with 20th-cen- 
tury wattle and daub, and a couple of ven- 
erable pigs - the Tyneside Two? 

The visitor is bound to note the contrast 
between the vitality of this made-up village 
and the dereliction that abounds outside. 

But if the /Inge/ of the North can draw people 
to South Tyneside, tourism may mark the 
beginning of a new and cheerier chapter 
for the area. 


Hanging’s too good for ’em 

Nottingham’s Galleries of Justice offer flogging, branding, the pillory and the 
stocks. Louise Duffield braved the dungeons 


Hanging, transportation, solitary con- 
finement, branding with a hot iron - 
you see it all at the Galleries of Jus- 
tice in Nottingham. The former Shirt: 
Hall and county gaol in the city’s Lace 
Market area has been turned into a 
museum dedicated to crime, punish- 
ment and law. 

The current Condemned ! exhibition 
takes visitors through the days when 
petty theft could mean years in a filthy 
prison, and when arson and rioting 
could lead to hanging. Indeed, the 
graphic reconstruction of the dubious 
trial of George Beck for his part in the 
1831 Reform Bill riots in the splendid 
original criminal court room shows 
how unjust justice can be. 

From there, visitors - each bearing 
a different prisoner number - are 
sent down to the cold cells to be con- 
fronted tty gaolers and “punished” for 
their crimes. They experience the hell 
holes that were prisons, what it was 
like to be transported to Australia, 
and such punishments as the stocks 
and the pillory. The small exercise 
yard, still bearing the engravings of 
condemned criminals, contains a full- 
size working gallows. 

The Galleries bring ideas about 
punishment right up to date with a 
thought-provoking and hard-hitting 
exhibition on hanging - which visitors 
can avoid if they choose - and sug- 
gestions about dealing with criminals 
in the future. Over the next 17 
months the Galleries of Justice will 
continue to expand, adding new po- 
lice galleries based in the original 
1 905 police station, revamped and ex- 
tended crime and punishment gal- 
leries. and discovery galleries 
centring on civil law. The eventual 
aim is for it to become the National 
Museum of Law. 

The visitors 

Gill Davis, a nursery teacher from 



Nottingham^ Galleries of Justice Photograph: Sean Paget/News Team 


Derby, went to the Galleries of Jus- 
tice with her daughter Anna, 14, and 
son Tom, It. 

Gilt There was a lot more there than I 
thought. I didn't realise we would be 
going down into the cells beneath. I 
liked the way we were given our own 
prisoner numbers and we became part 
of the system, so that the law process 
happened to us. It made it personal. 
The bits where there was sound and 
video were good in intermittently tak- 
ing you away from all the reading. You 
need those bits to break it up. There is 
a tat of information to read - so chil- 
dren coming here need quite a high 
level of literacy. Some of the exhibi- 
tions would be quite frightening for 
very young children. 

The atmosphere was very good in 
the court room and cells. The staff 
who were dressed as gaolers and 
court officials were highly convincing. 
I think the Galleries of Justice pro- 


vide a good balance between guides 
and areas where you wander at your 
own speed. There’s plenty to see and 
do, and I would definitely come back 
again. You can be in there for quite a 
while, but when the extra bit opens it 
will be a full day. 

Anna: I thought it was very realistic. 
The bit about banging really Sticks in 
your mind. It might be a hit scaiy for 
small children but you are given the 
choice of whether you want to walk 
that way or not. The guard was very 
intimidating and makes you feel as if 
you’re a prisoner. I felt I learnt quite 
a lot about some of the punishments 
that were given over history, and also 
that sometimes people’s punishments 
did not fit the crime, but they were 
just made an example of. 

Tom: It was very interesting and real- 
istic in the way they did the court 
scenes. It was Strict, f knew that some 


of the punishments were harsh, but 
some of them were a bit strong. When 
you stole a loaf of bread you got sev- 
en years in prison. Sometimes the de- 
portation couldn’t really be called 
punishment, because you got land. 
People would commit crime just to 
get deported, because it was a new 
start in a new country with no pollu- 
tion and with warm weather. 

The guard who bad the scissors to 
cut our hair when we went to the cells 
was realistic. It was very cold down 
there. It might have been nice lo have 
bad some realistic smells as well. 

The deal 

The Galleries of Justice is at the Shire 
Hall, High Pavement, Lace Market, 
Nottingham (0115-952 0555). 

Open: Tuesday to Sunday and Bank 
Holidays 10am -5pm. Closed 24-26 
December. As a result of redevelop- 
ment the current Condemned! exhibi- 
tion will close on 20 April for 
expansion. New police galleries open 
on 6 April, and crime and punishment 
galleries on 20 July. 

Admission: Until 20 April, adults 
£425, children aged 5-14 £195, family 
ticket for two adults and two children 
£11.95. For police galleries (from 6 
April), adults £3.95, children £3-50, 
family ticket £11-95. From 20 July, po- 
lice galleries and crime and punish- 
ment galleries, adults £7.95, children 
£4.95, family ticket £23.95. Season 
tickets, special events and group rates 
available. 

Access: mobility-impaired visitors 
currently have access to only 60 per 
cent of the exhibition, but this rises to 
90 per cent in July. 

Toilets: clean. Baby-changing and fa- 
cilities for disabled. 

Catering: courtyard cafe and judges' 
pantry serving snacks, etc, available 
from 2 March. 

Stop: gift shop opens 2 March. 


DON'T MISS TOMORROW'S. 


INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 

TRAVEL 

ON THE AMISTAD TRAIL 

Maxton Walker visits the 
heart of New England 



Bilbao & The Guggenheim 

3 nights in the Basque Region 

for only £299 

Departures in April 1998 

We are delighted to be able to offer you 
this exclusive break to Bilbao and the 
Guggenheim Museum. Many (eel that the 
Guggenheim is one of the most important 
buildings of this century. Formed of titanium 
and limestone with three floors and eighteen 
galleries, it has not only attracted the 
attention of architects but also captured the 
imagination of the public. This break 
includes entrance to the Museum, scheduled 
flights with British Airways and three nights 
in a centrally located three star hoteL 
This break also offers the opportunity to 
explore Bilbao and the surrounding Basque 
countryside, known as "Green Spam”. 

So join us on this marvellous value for monev 
break and discover the Guggenheim for 
yourself. 

(Price based on 2 people sharing a twin room.) 
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These holidays have been arranged in ccnjuncrjon with - 
Festive Holidays Ltd, ABTAVI06X, A70L2172 


Reg Office 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EU5DL. 
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India & Alaska 

— — Sooth East 

Australia Asia 


» K.l.l!7L . [.OL!Vi.\ « o " 


journey 

>LATlftv 

AMERICA 

Escorted Groups 
& Bespoke Tours 
0181 747 8315 
0161 832 1441 

ul»4l|ou'riP« l.uitiunn j.ci> uL 

Alums in ws autos 


Adventurous 6 Interesting holt- 
da^s In Indian Hlmriayaa, 
trekking, mountain Mdna. motor- 
cycling. toga, wfldllawera, geol- 
ogy. jeep satartes. Himalayan 
Folkways 01323 422 213 

SKYROS The HoBstfc Experience. 
In Grew* & the Cafcbtan 0171 
284 30B5 or 

WALKING ft CYCLING In undtacov- 
ared Europe. Fine food, hand- 
picked hotels, exceflont value tar 
money prices. Qdded & Indepen- 
dent ctmicBs-tsags moved lor 
you. Headwater (01606) 813338 
AfTO 2412 ATOL 


BLmply the heat for 
tailored holidays in: 

BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA & MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQUE 
NAMIBIA & 
ZIMBABWE 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 
Fax: 0181 343 3287 

Swttrwebliu: 
jwiarw»jtawno>roe 
r M Gadd House. /€P) 
LSj Arcadia Avenue, toe 
S 3 London N3 ZTJ -==r 


r[and 

ventures 

} 


Africa, Asia. India. 

South & Central America 

■ 2 to 37 weeks with 16 
years experience 

B Unique custom built 
vehicles 

■ Hotel trips & camping 


Dragoman 

TSH 


LONG TO TRAVEL but tads to go 
Nona? No pratrioml Consult Hoi- 
day Partners PA Box 2399, Brtai- 
lord on Avon. BA15 2YU Tai/Ftac 
01 22S 723861 


Experience . . . 


AFRICA & 
LATIN 
, AMERICA 
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ITALIAN 

LIKE 



”1 iydney i< L.'Clc 

Motor Home Hclicby- hem 
.Svdncy, Ayers Red- 
.v CYrrrs from f.l-539 
_• Flv Drive from i-7'9 

m & Gold Ccd.it from 1 1,279 

01235 824428 NC 

for an Vrtc-or:, Austria Winter '^hj brochure 
or -cc yeeir local T r 3'. d ac-nt. 

C-jcv .-u . CZW;: 


The Holiday Makers 


Turkey 



swplv TURKEY '98 

iirkev 


'ATjI 



Qyprus 


the himalaya 

peaks • Ireks • raflins - culture 
’:*« dales v U ; 0 ;-rad» 
brochure line anytime: 

0171 639 0484 


France 


France 



01242 240 310 




Dtaraver 12 en chanting 
Fhndi regions on loot or by 
Hke, with your bap moved 
for yea. Warm friendly 
hoNlt,lhK regtaosl food and 
warn, unexpected pleasures. 

For ■ totally new kind of 
French experience, phone 
now for your 1998 colour 
brochure. 


MtSDwaaL 

01606 813340 

Mi ATOL 2412 



CALL FOR AYEG 

0990 134 748 

CU9*I.-J re. tc-d« 

Huafrr - DtSCOvP.T CNtr VAi£- Or: 
BOOHJKCS V. AOS Vr!1H:N '0 DATS 
Or PtCfflVlNS B?CCK*J?6 


Super Sites 

Mobile Hones 
■Top Coastal Sites 
-W. Coast ailed 
•Low Pricas 

PHONE FREE FOR 
BROCHURE ON 
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THE WIDEST RAN6E OF VILLAS 


TUSCANY • UAVBRfA • VENETO • 
LAZIO ■ SICILY 

oi M 0113 2050 205 iwisoi 


Greece 


Cottage* 
to Casdes 

lie 

(Sotfedfon 

TUSCANY- UMBRIA 
VENETO COMO 
NEAPOLITAN RIVIERA 
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Esapt tke ma ku rtam rrtthimr 
wMhpn taoge af rtwal ctmaga. 

vfifazwM private pattern* 
ftiauBj hotels. Phttmrjlexiblr 
TRmdwhw'j J iB Hwia * tptcM 
fcrenorJtofidmt pda eraUog 
and Imfal cfor btvAs. 

0181 995 9323 

imvisrr xtolimi on 


meutw front the crotodth 
closer to the country 

• kh&awSalrithgB 

• CnktCnfekm 

• ME» wUhptnk 

■q^MOppxlDd** More* 

■ IT Nram 

■ J| a Two Cause fc 

I M TUanudeHoMayi 
B 9 | 13 EjfterfSprinft 
w JJM Bmln anOdrie 

RmdolunayI 

HOLIDAYS 


whicuUNSPOILTi 
GREEK ISLAND 


TUSCANY NOW 

T 017 1 27 2 5460 

F (d " I 2 ~ ’ 618 4 


LA BELLA TOSCANA Vtay apodal 
f iumho t u rns, villas & Apia in A 
areund aochHrttng madhnol San 
Gkirignano batman Floranca A 
Stans- 1898 broch. 01 B 1-422- 
8218 

SUNVtL DISCOVERY. Bndbta fly- 
dr+uin to Riacany A Umbria. 
Chanctar B8 accom. Plus adty; 
Lakes am CUea. 0161 847 4748 
AfTO ATOL BOB. 


SIMPLY 

llSCiH )\ 

s/vi iwia 


Tra&hmalDBumtrymBa- 
aptshmeoB wi&pooL chtuniiisg 
int i imrtr hatch and flexible 
fo+tpekaE4v%. 
‘CmudTmnns'mdPiast&te 
hoBdayr plus start break* Is 
Ptenaa, VadctaadRtmre. 

0181 995 9323 

uctavixk niiLWt ton 


TUSCANY/SI Cl LX Sated proper- 
ties in excel fern locations, pools 
sic. Gd Brochure 01 538 431 1 20 
ABTAV7333. 


Wide range d hotata A aeV cater- 
Ing throughout Italy Indudng 
•Elba A Sic By at vary reasonable 
pricas. Also Ptan 01 543 257777 


Mm she) ■ ■aOiiu taiAhf m in 

SHERPA EXPEDITIONS 

SunHMiMnSMBL 

cycBif taaa. Qo tahasda^t ad 
BdM. m Join md ow mohW 
TCOpB-Hvo u tocW Bsnp*. h 
mh.MdaHahCrtri 
tahn»*»l>id w 
Ecr * brochure 
0161 BT77W7 


VENICE: VENETIAN APAHT- 
11 ents baa a range of private 
apta |o tat Also Floranca, Roma, 
Vorona.Vonoca. Tot 0161 
876113a foe 0181 8780962- 
INVTTATION TO TUSCANY Itomiin- 
tfc oottagea and koairious vitas to 
1 st in aoma of the bMdtast «ra» 
of TlBoanyi 1M tor braohura 0171 
6037111 or 0121 420 5016 
A TASTE OF TUSCANY Vttes, col- 
tag aa and apartments- For 
brochures call Ihlar-mada foui* 
on 0181 201 1460 
APULIA / CALABRIA Sidfe AmaB. 
Sardinia the wonderful South. 
Unique Thrill houses, casttas. 
Agrtburttm. terms vlllaa/poois 
hotata 01684 722183 AITO ATOL 
TUSCANY, PORTO ERCOLE . 
Superb apt ta 101b C_ Spanish 
fortreas over looking the saa & 
harbout Sqw 4. 01 223 362030 
CYCLING A WALKING In imdtacov- 
arod Tuscany A Umbria. Grad 
food, frtandy hotfb. bags moved 
ATOL 2412 Ana Td Headwater 1 
(Q1BD61 813342. 

TUSCANY between Florence A 
Siena, afc Itata. alp 2-6 In IOC 
Vila. Brimming pod in apndona 
grounds. Td EngSsh speaking 
Snr Itandnfc 0039 575844812 


To advertise in this section 
please call the Travel Team 
on 0171 293 2219. 


Me Off 


TtaVSf as many tones 
as you lice 

With our annual travel 
insurance you can take an J -. 3 s^V ..-2 

unlimited number of trips. & Insurance 

lb enrol, call between 8am « ■>.• Services 

quoti^reference INAIK. ' 0800 700 737 


AvaSsM& to 


No need to compromise 




.TRAVEL INSURANCE 


WOjMirTHECim 

Wi.'fpnicEOFjim 
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Q171-375 pO I* 

COLUMBUS, 


Cycling Holidays 


mIh 


GAILLAC, COROES area, cosy log 
fired Gtte. sips 5. From EISOpw. 
Tot 0033 563 563 857. 

CYCLING OR WALKING TOURS. 
Memorable maoK comfy hotata 
A bags carried. Bette Francs 
01 797 - 223777. ATOL 2832 AITO. 

BRITTANY. Exclusive cottages, 
farmbousas. vBtes. County Cot- 
tages In Franca: 01455 A52 235 
quoting L1F404. 

DORDOGNE/LOL Exdusfva cut- , 
tagea, farmhouses, vflWk Coun- . 
by Cotters in Ftane« 01455 852 
235 quoraig L1F403. 


NORMANDY Restored ISC cottage 
1 hr Caen. ExceBenOy equipped, 
sips B, aadudod garden. Avail- 
able 27th March onwards from 
£22Spw. "RrVFxx 0161 771072 
VILLAGE HOUSE nr Avtoion. Sips 
5-7 In 2 doubto. i single bed- 
room. Bathroom. 2 separate loos, 
shower m, red larraca £ 200 - 
£250p«. 0171 4352807 
S RRANCEAv PE2ENAS, attractive 
waAoqirippad hnaa + ganlen In 
pratty vB. rips 8, jnteraMng area. 
8m beaches, avaB. JuVAug 
CSOOpw. TbkOI 71 7200214. 
HOUSE/FLAT RENTALS 

Provanca/Cota iTAzur/CotsIca- 
btloa In Engfteh. TeL 0033 4 0077 
8274. 


wMi private pools In bidden 
South-West. 01854 261431 AITO 
FRANCE A WEST FRANCE A Cota 
D'Azur. Very high qualify mobile 
home A tent holiday*. 4" sights, 
with pools. Fleur Hofldaya ABTA 




VBM andTratfltlaad Houses. 



SPAIN - PORTUGAL * MADEIRA - CANARIES 


Paradorea. Pousadas, Country houses and hotels In 
'undiscovered' Spain, Portugal and Madeira. 
Cttybreaks, Rydrive, Coach tours and taiky-mac/s options. 
NEW: FASCINATING RURAL CAVE HOTELS 


MUNDI COLOR 


SPANISH 

t/itr 


SIMPLY 


rUriHlRlIMfij] 


BRITTANY, Dordogne, Cote tTAzur 
and more. l-°wly 

with pods. Sunaded Vll^. 
ASTA V727B Brochure 0161 707 

AUPJNE A LAKE ANNECY VBages. 
Lovely aparmiort Lakaa Moun- 
tdns 01328 844405 AITO. 

NORMANDY Peaceful country P*- 


S/7. Elun b canceBnon now nvan 
tor Enter TW: 01798 886046. 
PROVENCE A C OTE P'A ZUH 

Satacrion of M«y pmpartMtar 

4-14 people. AflyewavritabHtty. 
E gOOE4000pw. 01189402620 
REAL PORTUGAL A8 lypea 

rentdATiaBdai^ 

Portfaio 1»fc 01747861 381. 

FRANCS NOT®. Pas ~ d yT?f?' I e cbmke, Fratue moUHa home. 
Picafdy. ftwia, llosetle. «ipa ft. auoetb 4 star s he , poota 

Love. I -Sidirarfot 0144224087a 
L0121 353 646 7 ABTA 








ITHACA - Frtandty tanrily run hotel 
ottering tradUonal home coddng 
In relaxing aunoundtega. Beauri- 
hri location hi imspctt ftahkra vR- 
tage competHve prices. Book 
dkacL Rtag 01842 244304 for 
brochure + Into or fax 0030874 
31710 


PURE CRETE recommended In 
The Independent On Simday. 
Breathtaking views A empty 
beaches. Pure Crete. For 
brochure call 0181 780 0670 
ATOL AfTO 

SWATHOS, Paltan, Gkopeioe. 
Alontasos, Mykonos, Paros, 
Aidparoa a Sareorira. Supaib va- 


vtews. Expert a friendly sarvtoe 
from Sktalhas irevel Lid now In 
uur 20th yr 0181 640 5157 AfTO 
ATOL 1680 

FILCOCENIA Escape packages, 
FAfrives, hotoas 2 - 1 4 pen, hotata 
A tours. Mainland & unusual 
falsa. ATOL AITO 2817. 01422 
375069 

A QUIETER OPTION to Puna. 
Urikaa. Zakynthoa. Kefalonia, 
Itoga, Btoupa and Crate. A quaf- 
Ry wnoctlon of private vHlas. 
beachalde apwt A amal hotata. , 
For ouM 968 brochure caO 01 71 
233 5233 Greek Opttans ATOL 



Fly-drive Ferry ATOL2334 
S/7 Rumbott Rnri. Umdon WG BOH 


0171-385 8127 


ALMER1A. Small hotels, vfltes, 
■pai u nants. tradUonal vfltaga 
houses. B&B, In Spate’s nmntast 
province. Braehwe: auatae 
Spain 01525 878752 

SE MALLORCA - Bsautffid hm-lop 
Flnca, SeaVfewa (Sian Beaches] 
3 bads. 2 baths, gntn, pooLTab 
0034 71 582326 Ftac 0084 71 
842218 

CATALONIA/COSTA BRAVA Bed 
selection aaH catering vfltas A 
■pantnants with pooia A hotels. 
Span tah Hwbour 01 17 688 0777. 




wce 

£126 

BEWRN^^ 



COSTA BRAVA/ DORADA VBtaa A 
apta many wffh pools. Sumeteet 
ABTA V7278 Brochure 0161 707 
8764 

CASAS CANTABRICAS - collage 
boadays In baauttfut unspon N. S 
W Spain & Portugal. CaS: 01223 
328721 AITO 

ANDALUC1A. The Montac a s M Bo 
Hotel A Gol Resort, 5 star brxury 
lk*d A Apaiununta taa ffaanHd 

location 10 ratnuua from Jerez VINTAGE SPAIN: Country houses 
Centra. Cal BatwaO Latatsa 0181 with pools In unapoit areaa d 
397 4411, ABTA V201X ATOL CMahmya ad Andducta. 01054 
«48 261431 ATOL 2787 AmO ABTA 



■BESS 




MAINLAND GREECE -ZAGORIA. 



Ibdmiqua. Brochure tab 01580 
7B600Q. ABTA. ATTO, ATOL 

LEFKAOA aw Inspiring Ionian 
Island. Mta are a amal operator, 
ot tering o nly iha h ig hest 

Luxtay VBas wtlh pools to water- 
from apartments. Two Travel 
Industry Awards 1967. Broch tab 
01 58D7BSOOO. ABTA AITO ATOL 


abtarea. groups. INTERCHANGE 
0181 an 3812 ATOL 2429 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Newspaper PubtaNng pic 
regrets Bm aUhough every 
reasonable precaution Is taken, 
norasponB&Bycanbe 
axeftet far Ogjfris and/or 
accommodation offsred 
through ttiesecokimns, or any 
kss arising herefrom. Readers 
. are advised to fateaH 
necesaay precautions before 
entering to any travel 
arengBrnents. 


V 


Switzerland 


mww ttmp&waikfng-holfdaym.co.uk 

SHERPA EXPEDITIONS 

An unrival«d choice of walks &. 

4 eyeftig tows. Go independently s«tf 
*■“ guid^.orjo^orwofour mott^ 
youps.Throughoul Bnopn, In 

Britain, and wan in GsnM 
Asia or tha Himalayas j 

For a brochure 
01815777187 


Look closely. 

There are no hidden extras in 
the price of our return flights. 


AMSTERDAM from£79rta EDINBURGH* fram£69rm 
BELFAST from era nn FRANKFURT framn39nn 
BBtGEN fiamOOStu GLASGOW from tram. 
BRUSSaS ftmnfTSitn OSLO hnaCIGOrtn 

COLOGNE from€105rtn PALMA fmmCI24Bn 
COPENHAGEN fa»£127ftn PARIS ftmnE75m> 

DRESD0I frasi£219rbi PRAGUE from £135 rta 
DUBUN from €79 rm ZURICH ira»ei30im 

ftaluro flight prices from tondoa Heathrow, including taxes. 
Other fares are aha available from East Midlands, 
leads Bradford, Tcessidc. Edinburgh, Glasgow, Belfast and Dublin. 

Book by 2&th February 1998. 

Contact your local travel agent or call for details on 

0345 554554 

or book an the Internet httpjtanmkiflybrit fahm idliadjcntB 


* British Midland 

Th e A irlin c for Europe 


Pitas quoted notatfe on sdeatd dans and &gkn Sxtiicaio hAUOiv 

tawd not Mule t Suntexy nki say FVght price ttefade UK wi faseqa Intel 

■ns leahww iras iar <ma. * M dap teran bailiBq inyAcil f« Mte. 

EHhiP *nl Qfa^M at idwnteil price teat. QA we itanki). 























































Ski hell, 
ski heaven 


Snow, food, hotel - satisfying the demands of the whole 
family can be tricky. For Louise Levene, it took two tries 


You can't please everybody. Or can you? 
Is it possible to Hod a siding holiday that 
can satisfy a five-year-old, an adult begin- 
ner, a lapsed intermediate aged 55 and a 
keen skier? Last year we got it wrong. This 
year we finally got it right. 

The choice of resort for February 1997 
was always going to be complicated by the 
fact that ribe 55-year-old (ray mother) is some- 
thing of a luxury model. In her extensive ex- 
perience, hotels are those nice places where 
they serve caviare from ice sculptures in the 
shape of the Sydney Opera House. Switzer- 
land, spiritual home of the luxury hotel, 
seemed the obvious place to look for a re- 
sort that would offer village-based skiing but 
still put chocolate truffles on your pillow. If 
the brochures were any guide, the obvious 
winner was a five-star establishment In Saas 
Fee. How wrong we were. 

Our chosen hotel was decorated in a 
rather queasy mixture of knotty pine and 
chandeliers. The thing to remember about 
hotel star systems is that stars are awarded 
not for taste or charm, but for piffling little 
things like room safes and shrink-wrapped 
lavatory seats. Never mind. It looked swish 
enough - at ground level anyway. 

Upstairs was a different story. We had 
asked for a quiet room on a high floor. What 
did we get? An overheated second-floor 
shoebox overlooking a noisy night-club. The 
bobble-hatted rep with the name of his em- 
ployers splashed helpfully across his fleece, 
reminded us that the small print in the 
brochure stressed special requests could not 
be guaranteed. My mother, veteran of a 
hundred Presidential Suites, wasted no time 
and few words. “It’s a horrible room. You 
know yourself it’s horrible. I’m sure you 
have something else.” Within minutes we 


by 6ft. 

Time for a stiff drink. This very hotel 
(which shall remain nameless: a lot can 
happen in 12 months) had once been cel- 
ebrated in a Sunday newspaper for the 
staff’s legendary ability to remember 
how you like your Martinis from one year 
to ihe nest. A likely story. In my experi- 
ence the sweet but strangely ineffectual 
staff would have trouble remembering that 
you ordered a Martini at aiL The service 
in the three restaurants was slower than 
molasses. Wherever you ate, you were 
guaranteed 30 minutes staring at a greasy 
plate between courses, while your five- 
year-old curled up as the dock struck 10. 
Nor was the food always worth the wait 
Anything in buffet form was delicious, but 
opt for a dish that needed to be bodily 
transferred from kitchen to table, and 
you’d better bring a sleeping-bag. These 
foodie disappointments climaxed in the 
weekly Lobster Banquet, an extravagan- 
za staged, unaccountably, beside the in- 
door swimming-pool in an atmosphere 
optimistically described in the literature 
as “Karibische”, but which was about as 
Bajan as a stale banana sandwich. The 
three groups who opted for this fishy fi- 
asco were seated so far from culinary HQ 
that we remained forgotten for 40 min- 
utes at a time while we waited for the next 
instalment of rubbery crustacean to be de- 
livered to our pool-side sauna by dozy 
youths in Bermuda shorts. 

North-facing slopes and a good fall of 
snow meant that the skiing was fabulous. 
But you can’t ski all the time. Bating out 
was almost as disappointing as eating in. 
We tried lunching in a crowded Konditorei 
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The Meribei mbc pretty place, good skiing, excellent lessons - and I you can now get there on Eurostar from Waterloo rnoiogra... 


and were reduced to ordering toasted 
ham and cheese sandwiches and a small 
pizza. One doesn't expect much from a ham 
and cheese sandwich - a global commod- 
ity that can be found on every snack menu 
from Rio to Ramsgate - but there are two 
things one expects fronra pizza: it should 
be hot, and the bottom should be harder 
than the top. This pizza failed on both 
counts. No time to mince words: “Fraulein? 
Please take this away. It isn't very nice.’. 
Tbe waitress looked at me in frank disbelief 
and removed the plate, only to return with 
it 10 minutes later, steam rising from the 
curdled pool of cheese. “But we don’t want 
it at all. It isn’t very nice,” I explained. 

“E&cyoosse me madame ” hissed the by 
now exas&ssperated woman, “but ziss is no* 
a restaurant.” 

I pointed out that whatever they called 


themselyes, they had no business putting 
pizza on tbe menu if they couldn’t defrost 
it adequately. 

We bad better meals, but none was ex- 
ceptional and all were overpriced. It was 
as if standards fell and prices rose to the 
levels that would be tolerated by the 
tourist population, as if tbe Swiss reputation 
for good catering had no basis in native 
pride in the food itself. They do things 
rather differently in France. 

And so, 12 months later, haring lost faith 
in Swiss hotel-keeping, the picky parent 
agrees to risk a chalet holiday in Meribei. 
Once again, comfort was the major concern. 
After wading through page after glossy page 
of brochures offering rooms that contrive 
to sleep 12 in a species of bunk shelving 
that wouldn’t disgrace a Tokyo flophouse, 
we established that Simply Sid was one of 


the few operators who understood that 
queuing for a communal lavatory was not 
an option. The chalet not only had exem- 
plary en suite plumbing, it also had a cook 
who could really cook. 

So far so good. What about Meribei 
itself? Pretty, Identikit pine chalets, sexy 
clothes shops, Olympic swimming-pool, 
divine Savoyard food and a free resort bus 
ensured that a good time was had by all. 
Tbe skiing wasn't bad either, thanks to good 
snow and an outfit called Sid Cocktail which 
had the adult beginner on blue runs with- 
in days and rendered tbe six-year-old a pos- 
itive hazard. 

The other big improvement on last year 
was the introduction of the Eurostar Ski 
Train from Waterloo, which takes you to 
Moutiers in seven-and-a-half hours, ready 
fora smooth, balf-hour transfer by minibus. 


That may sound like a long time to spend 
on a train, but by the rime you've trekked 
out to Heathrow and spent two hours in 
Tie Rack, three hours mopping tip spilled 
Rihena in tourist class and three hours help- 
ing a toddler throw up into a paper bag on 
the coach from Lyons, you really might be 
better off admiring the mistieioe-garlanded 
trees of Northern France whDe rucking into 
home-made sandwiches and playing cards. 
The picnic was essential. The Eurostar buf- 
fet last week was reduced to a peculiar 
waffle thickly encrusted with sugar and era- w 
namon that proved to be a dose relative 
of the polystyrene ceiling tile. It can only 
be a matter of time before they turn up on 
the menus of Swiss cafes. 

Simp/v Ski 0181-742 2541. Eurostar 0345 
303030 
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TEL* 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS, UK 
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Far East [ 

SUNVll DISCOVERT Thailand. 
Vietnam. Hftfily flaxSria tom and 
flydrmw for IndMdutee. 0101 047 
4748 WTO ATOL. 808 
MALAYSIA 14 nu Package fr 
EHSpp- Other low tore* ft teDor- 
motto packages to Par East & 
Australia on the worlds best air- 
Unas avsBabto from Far East 
Tmvoi Centra. 0171 414 8844. 
EsL 36yn> ATOL V20O7/ABTA 


South America ill Heart Of England 


Ireland 


Scotland 


SUNVll. DISCOVERY: costa Rica, 
Guatemala, Ecuador + Cuba 
add-on. HiglVjftelbto fncMdue/ 
tours ft fydrivee. Jungle lodges, 
natm reserves. 0181 B47 4748 
AtTO ATOL 808 


ROSS ON WYE ism Cwt»y coun- 
try Iwuse on banks of llw River 
Wye, beautiful scenery, superb 
cuMna and log fins. 3 crowns 
commended. 2 day break dbb 
£78pp, 3 dey break dbb £i tapp. 


EMERALD COTTAGES 


wm 


(FUR MUTT OF 2 PLUS BWn 


Self Catering UK | Devon & Cornwall 
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Far more Worroabon cal fl 1 71 436 2924/ 2928 
Nantibhlburian 6 Ooncfos Street. London WIM OLQ 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE. VIENNA. BUDAPEST ft I pm uui -ijr n-n 

Slovakia. Central pension*, I So ?. c »" 1n ?- B * 3 - trwni 

hotels & apta. Gxecbere (01 706) 


ITAILORMADEI 
SAFARIS 

ZIMBABWE. BOTSWANA. 


Fly-drive, charming hotels 
& country inns. 
"N^self drive car tours, 

\ l ^ coach tours and 
jy'/. tailor-made 
holidays. 

OSPREI’ t»fW»n 

0990 605605 

wotime wo , 

CAPE COO NEW ENGLAND ft VER- 
MONT. Superb fanny resorts ft 
private houses. Bridgewater 
Havel ABTA V727B Broch 0181 
707 8794 

I Skirog Holidays I 




Hand -pitied cottages 
throughout Britain. 
Coastal, riverside and 
countryside locations. 

Some win» swimming 
pooh, games rooms. 
Free colour brochure. 



Cattle Lodge Htttsi 01 988 562334 I l art ,KttTT.e««y.M«O.Cttre. 

* * Umarfck, Wfcttow. watafora. 
Wettorti. TOperwr. oorwM 
ago. onwyt RoKConamn. 


The Irish Landmark Treat: mpari- 
ence a unique hoHay - stay In a 
imdtavaJ mWafure castle, Geor- 
gian Dublin panelled merchant 
house or octagonal Ighthouse mi 
the wilds 0( Wlcktow Head. 
Brochure Ph: 00 353 1 8628425 
(24hrs) Fine 66281 87 •mth* 
landmark ©fal.ta 

IRELAND Spocteflste. Choose from 
ow 110 cottages. 01485 852220 
IUC207) 

SHAMROCK Cottages. 286 select 
IndMduel cottages In superb 
location*. Dtac Feres. ATTO. Col 
Bra 01823 881060 

WEST CORK. Modem comfortable 
bungalow on quiet farm. Sleeps 
4. Nr beech, golf^effi ng. goo a 
wefctng area. Tet 00353 2B2SE05. 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS YOU 
can choose from over 20Q 
dodghiM cottages. Aba. mulng. 
boating and horse drawn cara- 
vans. Special feny discounts. For 
your tree brochure e*H 01502 
56088a {24 hrs). 


Isle of Wight 


TAKE D8UCHT IN THE 1 
MAGNIFICENT SURROUNDINGS , 
OF THE EMERALD ISU ! 
J a And say in on* el no I 
S Y bemuttl canopy , 


Chantry 

Holidays owm»u 


■CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 1 

[Over 3,000 seif-catering 
ft properties in all areas 
I from luxury bouses to 
croft cottages. 

( Write or 

phone for 
Rr -y- — brochure: 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Wales 


Si ■// -rater ///a 
/// Wales-? 


Y« Only Need 

WALES HOLIDAYS 

555 qiafty outages 
SPRING BREAKS 
AVAILABLE NOW 


01686 625267 


■COTTAGES, 
full colour 


A FINE SELECTION of Cottages on 
both coasts of Cornwall end on 
ScfOy. Brochure (rare Comfsb Tra- 
dttkrad Collages. (09M) 13*667. 
7 day personal sendee amvflpm. 

BEER, Devon ft (Xhtml Over 150 
quality properties bi coast ft 
country location*. Jean Bartlett 
Cottage HoSflaye. 01237 80973 
(24 bra). 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to ihe BOO 
best value cottages in Devon 
(01271) 378322 

DEVON SpedaDsta. Choose from 
awr *30 cottages. 014S5 852506 
(PC 202) 

CORNWALL SpecteHsts. Choose 
from over 360 cottages- 01455 
352505 (UC2C6) 

DEVON CONNECTION: horary 
Muses, cottages. TM01S43 SCO 
MU. 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 Ml- 
teges throughout (01762) 


See our new 1998 brochure for bargain 
city breaks starting at just £369. 
Alternatively, you may wish to take a 
special twin centre city break to Moscow 
and St Petersburg, or a river cruise from 
£999. In 1998 make your ordinary holiday 
extraordinary. Visit Russia with the 
specialist, Intourist Travel. 

Call us now for more details. 


— — , 






UK Travel 
continues on 
page 15. 
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RED ROSE COTTAGES Lancs. 
Clow pretty villages, country- 
side. heritage A coast 01200 
427310 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Haws. Lux boats. 101266) 
703681. 

BRITAIN'S BEET Self Drive Nar- 
rowbott Holidays, Widest Orioles. 
Beghnen vary mriwnw. Tel 
ones si Doe?. 

LAZY DAYS AFLOAT Award-win- 
ning canal boots throughout 
Britain. Early booking offer*. Far 
Brochure Toe IQlZI) 4452909. 


Airport Parking 


HEATHROW £4.95 per day. Free 
partdng after Mdays. EEak charge 
C69.30 up te 100 days Secure 
FVrWngOIOI 8138T30 


Channel Islands 


JERSEY BOOK Direct and sew 
ECTe. 40 pages otholels lb suit 
every need by sea ft olr. Can 
island Sun Direct Ret; 01703 
828311 A Brochure 01703 
828386. Wfc guarantee you cant 
buy cheaper. 


Cotswolds 


COTSVf OLDS SpecWfett. Choose 
from over ISO cottages. 0)455 
852220 (U Cl 06) 


WEEKEND RETREAT IN SAL- 
COMBE. Cosy coach housa u/Rr 
eft, « b stove. Sleeps 4. Court 
house and lodge. Sleeps 8/20. 
01530 242409 

SUBERB COUNTRY COTTAGES, 
in heart of eauniiyelde, near ua. 
Avalabta nowJel: 01503 220333. 

fOWEV / POLHIJAN Charming 
watoreWe cotteges. Suporb 
views. Central heating. Dinghies 
ovatteWa. Rote welcome. OlfiTti 
344867 

PORT ISAAC, beaches 15 IMRS. 
Traditional 17C cottage* an 
paacetul lam nr Bodmin Moor, 
fbttshily BQulppocL heated, pet* 
welcome. Tat 01206 851500. 

ST WES. hrenacutete "Otrnmlong' 
flshemwn's cottega. Sloops 2- 
B^/breaks, Easier. Sumrnec Tel: 
81736787450. 


Dorset 


POOLE ft DORSET Over 100 of 
v£esi heMay homes In choicest 
epoa Inc Sandbanks Pentesuiaft 
Poole HarbotftBunwoy Hoi Way 
Homes 01202 7073S7. emttl: 
i132845668©c«npu9«reaxom 

BOURNEMOUTH, Quiet country 
hte style hix apart* In superb 
town centra Ipc. wo ch tidren. 
Open all yc 01202 29877b. 

NR LULWORTN COVE. 17c 
thatched COP. sips 2. edge of 
Imth. From £155pw. Tel; 01305 
853921. 

THATCHED COTTAGE PkWtaVsti- 
loy. 9ps 4- 20 mlna sea. Luhrortii 
and Studfcnd. Pretty village. 
La^pr garden, 0122S B6432& 


East Anglia 


NORFOLK / SUFFOLK'S WMeame 
Cotteges. ism colour brochure, 

01756 702205 

AMAZING value East AngW coi- 
WH. Naw 1D8 page colour 
MChure.Ol7S870B240 
NORFOLK/ SuHolh a/e propertoe 
qurety id haan price*. No charge 
ftir pets. Cew> * Ccumry Holi- 
days. 01953 004480 te 604685 


FEBRUARY SPECIAL 

3 Metts !r«n E79 
Bed, Bratoa and £w«ib »bi. 
Urge seahsil note, eneramurt. 
Indoor pooL Jacuzzi, sauna. 

- FREE CAR FERRY - 
Sandringham Hotel, Seefctva, 
Sanocmn, Isle at Wight 
Telephone: 01983 406855 
3 rights March 189 


London 



STEAL AWAY AND HIDE Irani the 
world. Cashel House Hrttt. Con- 
nemara, Co. Gahvay. Tel: 
(003S385) 31001 . Fax 31007. 

WESTPORT. CO. MAYO. Very cam- 
tartebto bungelaw In rural setting 
wttft (irauntam views and a short 
*wAc Irom die Wats end Islands d 
dew Bay. Sleeps 8. Not suitable 
tor chStften or pats. Tat 00353 1 
4543337. 

LOUISBUFGH CO. MAYO. House 
to let Stoops 88, tech. Southern 
shore Clew Boy. conve n ient to 
Croagh Patrick, Aehil tetend plus 
rth Comtemara. 00353 9666461 

ENJOY IRELAND HOLIDAYS The 
biggest and the boat choice 
catering lor el teams. Unbeatable 
local knowledge. AU ferry routes. 
FREE 100 pg brochure 0IK4 
692899 1241*0) 

CONNEMARA COASTAL Hoi 
Cotta. Exchange rate bargains 
Ztrfc. Free broch. phone/huc 
00353 B5 44307 


The Lake District 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME Cot- 
leges. 1998 cotour brochure. 
01786 702208 

EDEN Yoixs to discover. England's 
Green ft Pleasant bind In the 
Heart ol 2 National Parks 
(Laftos/Dales). Roe accomoda- 
tion guide. Edon Tourism 0iZ7t 
338067 

HIUTHWMfTE HOUSE, Winder- 
mere. Thombarrow Road, over- 
looking lake. All rooms eneutte 
toon* with Jacuzzi baths) SateL 
me TV. teamskltig. Sauna. Tyio 
Steam Room arm heated Indoor 
pool eoMy far our guests' use. 2 
nights, 5 course Dtrnior BAB 
incLVAT only C99. 3 nights only 
Eiaa Brochure; or saw 43636 

APARTMENTS AND COTTAGES. 
Burmese Ambtostdc rural south 
latee.1bMtot Board commanded. 
Bownoas HoMays O18I 796 3096 

LUXURY SELF-CATERING apt. 
South Lnkoa. Avako&to lath-asrh 
^rH. Sleeps 8. Ring 0132S 
2SZ234 Eventogg 


Nottingham 


30 rtaiexick Su 
Edinburgh EH 2 2XR 


Sypetb 5-cir 
entering huliday 
o:la?c* in 
r,irjl iii: ccJ^:Jll 



A superb seketum of quality 
character cotteges in die 
Pembrokeshire Cojl <1 NarionaJ 
Park. All properties hmushed 
to the highest standards. 

Phnw now tar fnc mkw brochune 

01239-881397^' 


01756 M1 „ 

790919 HI The Gower Coast 




SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Cot- 1 
teges. 1888 colour brochure. I 
Pteme now II 01756 702213 I 
COTTAGES, HOUSES ft Lodges. 
Over 180 hi South Scotland. For I 
luS colour brochure call G M I 
^ThomeonftCo.ttliasstMtno 
SCOTLAND Specialists. Choose 1 
bom over 550 cottages. 0I4SS 
B5250SONC2D1) 

PRETTY STONE COTTAGE in qtdtt 
□umlte&shlre cansetvatton vH- 
lage- Sips 6. Lg garden. STB 

K 5 S eodM5Cf ™ ni 

EDINBURGH RAx Steeps 4. Prom 
E250 per week. 0131 2290747 


6, 4 crowns commended FP W ptv 

wJrfSS ^ 0,wn ^ CM - 

Weto fte waltengnrtradng. Con- 
01224 741787. 
Excepdorea cottage 
«ps 7/8. Quarter mtie bom e^ 

Z n %&££k Sunroom - ta * 


ABSOLUTEUI FABULOUS Geor- 
5 lan house experience, 
ossa 

C9a Colour Broch; 01584 8232ag 


S5-L? CA7=?.^.G hO ; .i DA 


me greeted of hundreds 
ctemmen vdue and quoSly houses, 
oringes ond marina opaiimeii h . 
Send/phane lor colour brachura now 
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BRECON SEACONSL Owr TOO wb 

«“Qoa some steep up to 
te" Eg* Per wo* 
rngn eeeeon. 01674 678446. 
A “ QLE SEY SNOWDONIA, LJeyn. 
M entt Holiday Cottages lor 2-20. 
Etejchure 01248 71 7135 
WALES Specialists, Choose from 
®«370 cottages. 01455 852S05 


jeHV- 


Holiday 


Northumbria 


SUPERB cottages. Nonbum brio. 
Yorfc Deles. Lakes, (teaks. Sykoa 
Cottages 0tZ44 345700. 

uMKftBactxuk/svkes 
BEAUTIFUL CONVERTED Bam, 
Sips B/B on small organic tonn b, 
ol Hetftem. Cbfktren very w ef- 
wnw, ruaeonabto prices. 01434 
345350. 


The Peak District 


'PEAK COTTAGES.- QuoWy eft! 
occom In DertrysWw Dotes & 
Peeta. Broehura Or 142 850777 
PEAK DISTRICT SpectatksQ. 
Choose from ovtr 250 cotta™. 
QI455 852S05 IUC204) 


DISCOVER NOTTINGHAM 
WEEKENDS 

Iroro £20,00 per person 
per BlglR B & B Sharing 

SubfecttoavariebMy 

• C*y cartratocaUcn 

' s Sffi h 

* Hiaaiy ft Cuftwra ft fww Hood 
•TWwi9«ghtlte 1 pw». 
cUrs&theotras 

* Grtraps wticome 

^aosatoFtertOoWd 

QUALITY GEORGE HOTEL 
Notengham Cny Contre 
Tel. 0115 947 5641 
Fax. 0115 946 3292 

'AVAILABLE TIL BNO OPAPOL 



TUttor Manoc 2 regm 
teta reopo DB&B. 3rd ntacoom 
[retpay WO only lor dinner ft 
2««Wtal.J M AAA ft RAC reeL 
a*wd 91 -37. 01434 87Q2S3. 


Yoricshlrs Dales, 
Moore, Peak 


2f?5 coaa « 8S «e. 

e, Shaw's, Snowdonia 
>bin^(M7S8 701 702. 

SNOWDONIA CoastHno Ltoyn 
tittvittJto. Ct»tt and country cu- 
raStea ft farmhouses. Nofyn hoB- 
,^7301756 720674 
UTTLEHAVet WeUrequlpped vH- 

Telephone G.H. Srtorer 
382121 W*rt' ® 14 57 
821378 (eve). 

SEA ft COUNTRY KJyWc 

iTC lam ouoWiiiutB. Ensuito 

*?wm »s bio sunshine. Coastal 

SS!U ''“"Otaaw 

■sr assTas 

?sassssssss 

«™.B«*nowoiffl7wSe^ 


HteScwtSdixon 


“KsaaBw* 

snasas*^ 



"SSWJKSSffiS 

Yort « Dales, 
twmumOria. Lakes PmuT 
^*e 9 Cottegaa 01244 345700; 
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9/ECLIPSE TRIPS 


the independent 

SATURDAY 21 FEBRUARY 1998 


The Full 
Moonty 

*“"" d ustr, IS „ danf » r Qf be . ng ed|psea ^ 


^cnce envelops you as comniet k, 

ness- For the painfully finite secS oft o^wffl makelancIMa mileno^ 

jjy» you and your fellow watchers of St Jnst - 1116 village north of Land’s End. In 

MS*?*"* — hSS? ^Mo^gtninute.itwfllsweep across west 
em show their hand. The meek I* , v " Conwa11 just north of Penzance and south of 
bjefly, its power to suppress a { ? h ^ uth - ^>e Une of darkness wffl streak across 

but flare feebly behind thf^HH ki SU ? 1 — Channe1, d 1 ™ 3311 blacking out a series of 
disc. This is a demon^tio^f ^ ° Ues: Luxembourg, Stuttgart, Munich and 
contempt that will live with vouSrSf 0miCal Bucbarest wU experience totality, whereas 

. AH of which was completelv ,uf r ‘ Paris. Vienna and Budapest will see more Ulan 
band of eclipse watchers in Mnnoni- i ^™ eri Y ^ per cent of the sun disappear. 

I bad bade farewell to them at th** F ^_J^ arC ^ L Within Britain, anyone south of Newcastle 

mmal at Waterloo. Bearina batS^Sr ex P erience a significant darkening of the 


minal at Waterloo. Bearing iT , ZST tc f r ^ experience a significant darkening of the 
bussed firmly with fine brass fining. tnmks ^ough a Mylar viewer, the sun will 

setting out by train to a desnlsu* *°°^bke the slenderest crescent moon. But for 

the world’s r-nni^f . „ pomt outside the Full Moontv. vou have tn head fnr th»» 


MESfiS 

* over “» ‘oriaTtal 

W {?““ on *b e parade of amateur astronomer 
hned to watch the universe at woTt 


look like the slenderest crescent moon. But for 
the Full Moonty, you have to head for the 
south-western tip of Britain. 

Which is when life gets tricky. Thursday’s 
eclipse will spark huge interest in the biggest 
astronomical event in Britain for 70 years: a 


They were, my reports W ° rk ' , . . tolaJ solar eclj P se over our favourite holiday 

sanguine abouttbe madde^f^ t rcm ^ riC ^ b ^ county, Cornwall. HM Nautical Almanac 
intervention. Perhaps thniA 1 ®^ to01 ^?P cai1 ° ffice ' w bich produces an excellent guide to 
an astrai s hm^foX]^a^XTrir e *7 “ the *7* 11 “bas the potential of being 
cl makraT^Kible rn seen **** largest number of people in tbe 

total eclipse of the sun wf* Thu f da y’ s history of eclipse-watching". But the lack of 
a fortnight wAarSie I^^Sr? ei,t 10 “ the UK amounts to a Millennium 

While the British are m . npi K Bmish wage. Dome-type muddle. It is still not dear what 
sun-seekers, a suhsianH^i characterised as facilities are available for amateur astro- 

SsJL ° f US n Wb ° ““ nomers, or how they will get there, 

great Indian eventS m!Z£SfS‘ S mc ? the ^ trafBc jams onthe A30 in Cornwall are 

SZtSTSSX rf ! 9 ^(^ Ik «n V H*pse dreadful in the middle of any August, let alone 
imrfolwLu bdapraig fraternity has been look- one in which everyone is trying to straddle the 

solid black line (totality. History demonstrates 
tofte^^^^ to “?? eat0naflight ** * precious commodity 

vjewmgfoB year’s total- whenever a total eclipse appears, and anyone 
* s,and ^ Curasao- The wbo vahies their mental stability will want totrav- 
^ronoroer Dr John Mason said yesterday there el by rail. Mr McGee has already chartered a 
was not a doud within 1.000 miles ofthe island, couple of special trains to travel overnight to Pen- 
Koughiy once a year, a stripe of the earth’s zance. But anyone who wishes to rely on sched- 
* sunace wiU be flung into darkness as the moon uled trains is in for a communications black-out 
■ out sun - Au d once you’re started on A declaration of self-interest. 1 live in 
eclipse tourism, it’s difficult to stop at the sun. Waterloo, whence the sleeper departs for Pen- 
Many e nthusiasts track down more esoteric lu- zance - tbe optimum ambience for ecEpse-view- 
nar eclipses - when the earth blacks out a fall ing. My extended family are keen to be there 
moon, with the dramatic results demonstrat- - ifll be the last for 92 years. Get the overnight 
(P ictu ^d, right) seen in Arizona in 1996. train down, we reckon. Enjoy an astronomical 
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The trick, though, for solar eclipses is to find breakfast at the cafe opposite the station, then 

pmii> that fa\ fTlMI aiAnnk 1— «- T. . Sl_ _ I. . I .1 ■ m. * » 


a venue that (a) you can reach relatively easily, 
and (b) will be free of doud cover. A third con- 
sideration is, according to the travel industry's 
edipse guru Brian McGee: “Ambience - we find 
there’s a trade-off between ma ximising die length 
of totality and enjoying the surroundings.*' 

As a satisfied customer of Mr 
McGee's company, Explorers’ 

Tours, lam inclined to agree. 

In 1995 I spent the (for 

me) hitherto unheard-of 

sum of£l .400 on a fort- / : . ^ ‘ /^r 


night’s holiday in 
India, witnessing the /; ’• 
eclipse at the extraor- f. . ' v 
^ dinaiy ahanrinneri fort l Carlbl 
of &tehpur Sflai, be- v panam 
tween Jaipur and 
Agra, lb tali ty lasted 
barely a minute, which V** 
for oid edipsians is a sev- \ 
en-stone solar weakling; 
Thursday’s show will last 
around three minutes. But 
the magical surroundings / 
of heroically crumbling /. 
sandstone made the / ' ' 

event a surreal study of ( : ■ 
humankind, showing _ .• 

not only our innate 
fragility but also how 
over-excited we can aistial 
^ get about an entirely 
1 predictable event. WiVis 

Predicting the track 
of an eclipse is a relative- 'v 
ly trivial scientific exercise. X 
We know that on Wednesday 
11 August next year, at 11.11am, 
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wander along the sands to Marazion to watch 
the eclipse within tbe awesome framework af- 
forded by St Michael's Mount Spend the rest . 
of the day^ winding down an the beach, then head 
back to the station and dream heavenly dreams 
all the way back to Witerloo. 

ran fill an entire carriage on 
ileeper. The current going 
te is £85 return, but in view 
of the inevitable heavy de- 
mand we are prepared to 
pay, right now, twice as 
much to guarantee our 
place out of the sun. 
That represents po- 
tential earnings to 
Great Western of 
about £5,000 fordoing 
nothing trickier than 
booking up an extra car- 
riage to the train. 

The problem is that the 
jany is unwilling or unable 
- \ to take the money and run 

vK the train. When you phone 

D P ^ to book, you 
A HrfP\ 3X6 told that no book- 
. rvwficA fag? will be taken un- 

1999. 

~ Perhaps it’s the 

wrong kind of edipse. 


A, 

'rV 
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Explorers’ Tours: 
01753681999. 

'A Guide to the 1999 
Om&iiBy Tbtal Eclipse of the Sun \ 
■/ by Steve Bell {HMSO. £5.95) 

comes complete with Mylar 
viewer. Call 0171-873 9090. 




Moon on the move: time exposure shot of the lunar edipse of September 1996, seen in Phoenix, Arizona 


Photograph: Bob Dunn/Mesa Tribune 
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Our favourite foreign 
country, France, yesterday 
staged an open day at the 
new French Travel Centre in 
Piccadilly, central London. 
But while Saturday opening, 
refurbished premises and the 
addition of feny operators is 
to be welcomed, anyone 
p lannin g to visit the country 
in Jane or July this year 
could encounter a series of 
nasty surprises. 

You could blame football, 
because the World Cup finals 
wiD take place around France 
from 10 June to 12 July. But 
even with the addition of a 
million soccer fans there 
should be room for everyone; 
France is the biggest tourist 
destination in the world, with 
60 min i nn visitors a year, and 



SIMON 

CALDER 


the tournament carefully 
avoids peak holiday season in 
Europe. From previous 
experience, such as Italy fa 
1990, many people who would 
otherwise visit the country 


WORLDCOVER 


annual travel insurance 
call .scn 0800 365 121 


will be deterred by the 
prospect of football frenzy. 
But those of us who go to 
France face higher prices and 
discrimination against single- 
sex groups. 

The best way to travel 
around western Europe’s 
largest country, for both 
soccer fans or non-footbaliing 
Francophiles, is by train. The 
excellent Euro Domino ticket 
allows 10 days of unlimited 
rail travel for £200. In June 
and July, though, the price 
increases by £20; it falls again 
on 1 August 

Deterred ty such 
profiteering, many travellers 
wfl] instead take advantage of 
low cross-Channel fares, and 
pack four or five people into 
a car for a jaunt to and 
around France. But if you 're 
hoping to keep down costs ly 
staying at some of the 
country’s excellent campsites, 
make sore you take at least 
one member of the opposite 
gender along. 

“ABTOF takes action on 
World Cup hooligans", reads 
a headline in the industry 
journal Travel Vtfeekfy. Tbe 
story reveals how members of 
the Association of B ritish 


Tour Operators to France 
plan to prevent trouble: by 
b annin g single -sex group 
bookings during the event. So 
anyone who happens to 
prefer to holiday with people 
of the same gender will have 
problems finding somewhere 
cheap and cheerful to stay. 

The tour operators’ real 
worry is that bunches of 
drunken lads will cause 
problems, but equal 
opportunity legislation means 
that women-only groups have 
to be banned too. 

Determined “World Cup 
hooligans" will find it easy to 
dreninvent the rule, just by 
taking along a token woman 
supporter (there are some 
pretty terrifying ones to be 
found on the terraces of my 
team. Crawley Tbwn). But 
groups of nuns (or monks) 
visiting France wfll be barred 
from campsites, as will gay or 
lesbian holidaymakers. 

How can you find out more 
about such arbitrary rules and 
price rises? By contacting the 
new French Travel Centre. 
Since the vast majority of 
British travellers to France do 
not live withfaeasy reach of 


central London, most will 
have to rely on the phone. 

France, you may recall, 
began the fashion for 
premium-rale numbers when 
it replaced its normal London 
line by 0891 244123, costing 
49 pence a minute. Many 
other tourist offices have 
followed suit; Australia is the 
latest to introduce premium- 
rate lines, though until July 
you can still call the Tburist : 
Commission on the non- 
premium 0990 561434. 

The strangest policy of all 
is operated by Holland. The 
Netherlands Board of 
Iburism runs a helpful and 
efficient service using a 
London number, but says it is 
not for publication. 

The board insists you can 
find out the number only by 
first dialling the premium- 
rate recorded information 
line 0891 717777. It cost me 
£3. Living in London, I would 
have visited in person — . 
except that the office is open 
to visitors only from 1pm- 
3pm, Monday to Friday. 

The new French Travel Centre 
isat 178 Piccadilly, London 
W1VQAL. 










To request a Siart Breaks brochure cafl 


. Quote ref 7B398 . , 


Or write to Scandinavian Seaw^rs, Dept 7B398, PO Box 643, Bristol BS99 1UU. 
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Old habits 
die hard 

mortifies the flesh at the monastery of La Verna in Tuscany 


Some years ago a magazine ran a 

competition for the most unlikely 

newspaper headline TJewumer, 

as I recall, was “POPE ELOPES . 

It was with a similar sense of the 
incongruous that, just after Christ- 
mas, I asked my wife to book us a 
double room in a Franciscan 

"s^cmaryofLa Verna^ 

tween Florence and Urbmo. Its 
claim to fame is that for a decade, 
between 1214 and 1224, St Francis 
was a regular visitor. Bui what 
makes this the second most im- 
portant Franciscan site in the world, 
after Assisi, is that it was here the 
saint received the stigmata - the 
holes in his hands and feet in mu- 
tation of Christ's crucifixion. 

Nearly 800 years later. La Verna 
is still a “working*' monastery, with 
two dozen resident monks and a 
• couple of nuns. And, in the age-old 
tradition of offering hospitably to 
weary pilgrims, it takes in paying 
guests. 

For anyone who has ever won- 
dered whv holy places are so often 
high places, La Verna provides the 
answer - closer to Heaven and 
about as hard to reach. More than 
4,000ft above sea Level, the 
monastery is built on - and into - 
an extraordinary outcrop of rode 
During the winter months it s lit- 
erally lost in the clouds. As you ap- 
proach through a forest dripping 
with moisture, up a series of in- 
creasingly tight switch-backs, its 
hard not to feel like the unsus- 
pecting Jonathan Harker in one of 
those early Dracula movies. . 

The night we arrived. Sister 
PriscDla was on reception, swathed 
in black anorak and white scarf. She 
referred to the bookings list— Ah. 

numero ventisef. 

Room 26 turned out to be an en 
shite cell", 10 ft by 10 , with a pair 
of single beds: shower and lavatory. 
It was clean and adequate, al- 
though during the night my wife was 
to develop a peculiar devotion to 
the cast-iron radiator. On the back 
of the door was an injunction 
against whispering and giggling 
after 10pm. 

For a number of reasons, this is 
not a place for honeymoon couples. 
All beds are narrow and chastely 


single. Hie hankum nullum 
pankum. Indeed, only in recent 
years have married couples been al- 
lowed to share rooms, although in 
our case Sister Priscilla had the del- 
icacy not to demand documentary 
proof. 

For anyone more fa mil i ar with 
hotels, the biggest problem is pro- 
tocol. Should you say grace before 
eating? (Optional) Do you tip a 
nun? (No) Or do you discreetly drop 
a couple of coins into the offertory 
box? (That'll do nicely- God bless.) 

Nor should you expect too 
much in the culinary department. 

The Franciscans, it soon becomes 
clear, are not a gastronomic order. 
Turning over our place-cards at din- 
ner, we were heartened to see 
“vitello ai ferri" and “anitra ar- 
rosto” on the menu. This, we told 
ourselves, would be a meal to 
remember. 

Al this point something like a 
miracle occurred as the grilled veal 
and roast duck were transformed 
into a hard boiled egg, a slice of 
cheese and half a pilchard. OK, so 
a fish was once the secret sign of 
Christianity - but. Madonna, a 

P When we pointed to the back of 

the place-card, our server shook his 
head: “That’s the summer menu. 
This is winter." A diner at the next 
table murmured “Buon appetito , 
thoughtfully adding, “Good 
hunger." 

Dinner over, we were about to 
settle in with a compensatory glass 
of the monastery’s excellent Lam- 
poni -a diabolically tempting 33 per 

Sent proof raspberry liqueur- when 

we were sent to bed. Lights out, 
doors locked, heating off. Buona 
Notte. It was 9 . 30 pm. .... 

None of this is to diminish the 
extraordinary power of the place. 
Yon might even argue it helps con- 
centrate the mind. La Verna is 
Getbsemane without the coaches; 
Lourdes minus the plaster knick- 
knackery. • 

As a born-again atheist, im 
hardly qualified to judge but I’ve no 
doubt that anyone seeking the 
-spirit of St Francis" is more like- 
ly to find it here than at Assisi (of 
which my dearest memory is buy- 
ing our daughter a plastic globe of 


St Francis in a snow storm). It s a 
chastening experience to open the 
door on one of the sanctuary’s 
many chapels, guidebook in hand, 
camera cocked, to discover a cowled 
monk kneeling, still as a statue, in 

silent prayer. _ 

The morning of our second day, 

I woke to the sound of bells. Leav- 
ing my wife still incanting a fitful 
“Shiver me cloisters", I slapped the 
7am service and set off in the mist 
for La Peuna, the mountain peak 
where St Francis and his brethren 
used to meditate and pray. 

Visibility was down to 20 yards. 

As I climbed through the forest of 

pine and beech, the only sound was 
the occasional crack of gunfire 
from hunters in the valley below. 

St Francis would certainly not have 
approved. 

This is not a walk for unsuper- 
vised children. At the very top 
there is a cross and, one pace be- 
yond, a vertiginous drop of sever- 
al hundred feet - an invitation, if 
ever there was one, to step into eter- 
nity. Walking back by a different 
route, you come upon a succession 
of tiny stone chapels. The most 
charming is that of the Blessed John 
- a Franciscan brother who, cen- 
turies before tree-hugging became 
fashionable, spent his days praymg 
in front of a giant beech. When the 
tree died, the chapel with its low- 
walled courtyard was built in its 
place. 

Back in the monastery, there are 
more than a dozen della Robbia 
-Lazed reliefs. The best is in the 
Basilica - a stunning Annunciation 
by Andrea della Robbia. In the 
Chapel of the Blessed Stigmata, be- 
fore a Crucifixion by Andrea, you 
can see the stone on which St Fran- 
cis received his wounds. 

You don’t have to be religious to 
appreciate La Verna, but it proba- 
bly helps. If, as a bonus, you fancy 
a foretaste of Purgatory, make the 
trip in winter. On the other hand, 
it’s telling that St Francis bimsell 
seems to have come here only dur- 
ing the summer months. 


SantuariodcUa Verna, 52010 Chius* 
della Verna, la Toscana (00 39 
5341) Full board: 62,000 lire per 
person ( approx £22) 
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'/ounte minus the pl*ter lo.iclc-Knad.er, 

La Vterna is Gethsemane without tne 


Photograph: Karen Robinson 


The great escape to a no-frills parador 


I’d been in Madrid just a week when the long- 
ing bemn. Td been staying in a borrowed flat 
overlooking a square that was the hub of a row- 
dy neighbourhood fiesta. At night, unable to 
sleep. I’d drift into a twilight state m which vast 
open spaces, lovely hills, empty villages took 
shape in my mind’s eye. It was then I decided 
to get mvself to a nunnery. 

ThiditionaUy, Spain’s monastic communities 
have offered hospitality to pilgrims and spiri- 
tual seekers: but in recent years many have 
opened guesthouses for travellers as well. For 
less than JE15 a night you can sleep and eat in 
a religious monument while experiencing tne 
stillness of contemplative life, so I was told 
I telephoned the Benedictine abbey of San 
Salvador in the village of Palacios de Benav er - 
It was located, the guest mistress said, 20km 
north of Burgos, 2km off the pilgrims route to 
Santiago. No mountains, just grain fields. It didn't 
sound promising. . 

I imagined a dilapidated convent in the mid- 
dle of some backwater ringed by scorched fields; 
a cell with a pallet bed and a cold-water show- 
er down the hall; coarse meals of bean stews and 
sausage. In short, the kind of place my lefty Span- 
ish friends wouldn’t go to for love or money. But 
on the list that the Caslilla-Le6n tourist board 
had supplied, it was the only one on my list that 
had any vacancies. So I went anyway. 

The city of Burgos is a three-hour bus ndc 
from Madrid. The taxi I took fromfoererat- 
. tied along a country road through the heart of 
old Castile, a flat, stony, bone-diy land, known 
for its Romanesque rums, fabulous churches and 
arch-conservative citizenry. 

When reentered the deserted vflkge- a war- 
ren of cut stone edifices which looked os 
though one srong gust of wind woulc I reduce 
Itieur to dost - the driver slopped to ask dirra> 

■ dons to the ahbey- he 

taoklo at us as ii she hadn’t spoken in the longest 

rime and waved vaguely to the north. 

you the pri who called last night! asked 

'tiSpcidrthe guest mistrKsardsu^- 

^ fringes ot *£*%%*£& Z 

ap^omo^erloo^^^W 

petals on a flower. 


I followed the superior through the court- 
yard of cypress trees and espahered roses, to the 
^nwmguesthouse , a converted element* 
school, adjoining the doister.“We had toshut 

it down four years ago," she said ruefoUy i, “when 
there were no children left to teach -“****; 
ly white room, sparely decorated with i heavy 
Castilian furniture and a crucifix, g^onto 

gardens. There was a modem cn suite baforwm. 

“Lunch is at 2pm," Sor Concepcidn said. 


the abbey as a kind of no-frills parador. There 
was a student preparing for exams; a jokey Ca 
fan salesman; a few couples 
And me, I was just chasing a good night's sleep. 

Vespers. I dragged my new friends on a na- 
ture wSk. We fSed a dirt track into die hab 
and observed the poplar trees in the dying hght- 
Middle-aged men, all of them, 
whole way. Joaquin kept stepping in the ■bram 

Sheared itwould rain; Arman, the sales- 



bland-tasting white cheese drizzled with hon- 
rSmTLvenfs apiary. 

Sat it wasn’t good form to addres Mfcenunj. 
these sisters, some of whom hadn t lett tne en 
closure in decades, were positively loquacious. 
Later, I chatted to one of the oldest nuns, 

of the convent's dose afoaationwith 
the Benedictine abbey of ba ° l ° £ 

20 deSUos. whose monks cut a record of Grc 

gprian chant a few years ago that went P^umm- 

We chant Gregorian here too, she said, giving 
no bintof what she was up to. Perhaps I would 

like to see the choir? . ... 

I followed this tiny figure in sweeping black 

robes through the unlit cloister, a marble 
floored gallery with arched windows built 
around a raurtyard, and Ac pped I into ieebou. 
An iron grille screened it off from the sanctu 
whidiwas dominated by an extravagar* 
tt£oque centrepiece depicting Jesus surround*! 

According to legend. 



Cross purposes 


handing over the room key. “Plrasebem®“^ 

I folded back the bedspread, slipped gJfSL. 
padrmesandlayontopoflheroiJ^e^^ 
smelled of bfeach and fresh; am Outset foe £K»n 

sunwasbeatmgtkwnonfoestonesbiti^t^ 

mg's thick masonry walls kept the beat ou 
heard birdsong, the sound of a tr ^ ct ° r ’^Jf 
bells. When I awoke it was time for luncrc 
The men and women seated at Pe king 
ing table were like holiday-tnatoigSp^ 
everywhere: loud, garrulous, a £ rt ^f e blood 
nuns served morcilla, a locally . 
sausage, and roast pork; the Rip* P 0 ^ 

TEt a consumptive^ook^yo^^ 

who confessed that when he tn* >8 -Jfefosos 
expected to find himself surrounded 
and suicide candidates. But asi .. ofthe 
pie of genuinely devo ^.^?L not bing more 

other guests were searching for nou^ ^ 
transcendent than a place of repose 


SJStEJS was a bar in the next town that 

^^dCt db^^ ra ^^ diti0 ‘ 1 for 

“• l T’r S 

the har. which had no tapas what- 

=fescK5:«5 

ve l IS> " saidArman, lighting a MajJbfflO’ - 


lopmedoff their aoses to protect WrMJr 
from invading Moors. The soldiers arrived the 
o£tt day, chopped off the women’s heads and 
burneddown die abbey. All 300 were madevu- 
gjn-martyrs but the convent remained l in _ ni ns 
Sun the 12th century, when a nobleman by the 
name of Count Fernandez Mannguc paid to 

h3V And r Sthe nun, interrupting my rwerie, 
handed me an open psalter bearing ^legend 
of Santo Domingo de Silos. Al that moment 1 ^' 
.Used Td been invited to join them m singing the 
nieht office. Now this was an impossibility, ^con- 
sidering that I’m practically tonedeaf ^dmy 
knowledge of Latin ispatchy; worst of dUm not 
even a Christian. At one point it occurred to me 
mat 1 should get the hell out of there. But lethal 
ta the organist had arrived. The other choris- 
ters soon followed, women as small and gnarled 
as the scrub oak that doued the hillside. And then 
the office began. In Latin we chanted: 

I will both lay me down in peace, 

and sleep: for thou. Lord, only makest me dwell 

in safety. 

That night I slept very well indeed. 


RED CH ANNEL 

Foreign Office advice for travel in Kenya 

“The Samburu, Shaba and Masai Mara game reserves 
have experienced incidents of banditry. A British visitor 
was killed in a private game sanctuary at a country dub 
outside Nairobi. Tourists wishing to visit these reserves 
should be accompanied by guards or tour operators. 

A general election look place in Kenya on 29 and 
30 December 1997. Political meetings and demonstra- 
tions, which can be violent, are likely to continue and 
should be avoided. 

Politically motivated ethnic clashes have occurred in 
Laikipia and Nakuru districts. A night curfew has been 
imposed in these districts, including Nakuru town, 
from 9pm to bam. Visitors should exercise extreme 
caution in these areas. 

Except as otherwise indicated, game reserves and 
other tourist areas are generally safe, but muggings 
and armed attacks can occur anywhere and at any time, 
particularly in Nairobi and Mombasa. Be alert at all 
times. Do not accept food or drink from strangers. 
Avoid travelling after dark and in isolated places, par- 
ticularly empty beaches. Do not cany valuables or wear 
jeweUeiy in public places. 

Avoid the North Eastern Province, the Tana River 
district of Coast Province and the Isiolo and Marsabit 
districts of Eastern Province where cattle raids are fre- 
quent." 

Foreign Office travel advice is available on BBC2 
(Ceefax) p 470 and can be accessed on 
http://www.fa3.gov.uk/. or call 0171-238 4503. 
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The monastery of Son Sahvdor [ 0034 94745 0209), 
in ,he village ofPblacios de Benavct, is a three-hour 
drive from Madrid . Single rooms cost 3,500 pese- 
tas a nieht. doubles 5,000. all meals included. 
Castilla-Ledn tourist board: 00 34 902 203030. 


HIGH ROAD FROM 
HEATHROW 

You want to spend £6441 on a day's outing? Sign up for 
the 100-minute “flight to nowhere” on Concorde, oper- 
ated by Goodwood Travel (01227 763336). It departs on 
22 March or 5 April. You get a three-course champagne 
meal and a trip to the cockpit. 

LOW ROAD FROM 
HEATHR O W 

Or. if you are in generous mood, take four friends to Rome 
for the day - and still have £15 change. Aeroscope (01 tm 
650103) is offering day trips to Rome on ffS 
per person, including a free travel card for the Italian it 
itaL Departing at 7.20am, you get nine hours in Rr3 
The offer runs until the end of March. Rnme ' 
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with 

a view 


Next week the Government is 
expected to publish its long 
awaited consultation paper on 
extending countryside access. 
David Foster talks to those with 
a stake in the debate, and charts 
the failure of previous attempts 
to enlarge the ‘right to roam’ 
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A walk on Che wild side ... but post-war attempts to open up vast tracts of land to ramblers have become bogged down 


Photograph; Christopher Jones 


Nip into any decent bookshop and for 
around £5 you can pick up an Ordnance 
Survey map. It is your key to local foot- 
paths, pari of a national network extend- 
ing for more than 100,000 miles. 

The same maps also show National 
Parks. But 50 years ago, things were very 
different: National Parks were still in the 
future, and although OS maps did mark 
some footpaths, their legal status was 
unclear. 

In 1949 came the National Parks and 
Access of the Countryside AcL As well as 
enabling the creation of National Parks, the 
Act required local authorities in England 
and Wiles to produce “definitive maps” of 
local rights of way open to everyone. 

However, the Act was expected to do 
more. Councils also had to consider mak- 
ing agreements with landowners that would 
open up vast areas of countryside for 
people to roam at will. In the absence of 
agreement, a council could make an access 
order - if they paid compensation to the 
landowner. But access maps only had to be 
prepared if access areas were actually estab- 
lished and, somehow, this didn’t happen. 

Only five out of 107 local authorities 
recently surveyed by the Ramblers' Asso- 
ciation actually have such maps. In short, 
the survey concludes that outside the 


National Parks, the Act “had only a mar- 
ginal effect” and the open country provi- 
sions “never became a vital part of {the] 
culture of recreation provision”. 

The problem, says Anthony Bosanquet. 
deputy president of the Country Landown- 
ers’ Association (CLA). is that “local 
authorities have been reluctant to use 
their powers because of a lack of finance”. 

Stephen Jenkinson. of the Institute of 
Public Rights of Way Officers (JPROW) 
agrees: “In the Peak District they’ve 
opened up 80 square miles of extra access.” 
he says. “That’s only a tenth of the area of 
the Snowdonia National Park, but the 
annual . cost of compensation is £250.000.” 

So much for history. Labour’s manifesto 
promised “greater freedom for people to 
■ explore our open countryside” and last 
autumn the environment minister, Michael 
Meacher, told a Ramblers’ Association 
meeting that “the right to roam is a cen- 
tral part of our environmental pro- 
gramme... I anticipate that we will be 
preparing a bill... for the [parliamentary] 
session which begins in October 1998.” 

Landowners also want to see more 
access, though they believe that legislation 
is unnecessary. In November 1996, the 
CLA’s Access 2000 conference established 
a policy to “increase the quality, quantity 


and diversity of access” by voluntary rather 
than statutory methods. 

Since then the CLA has appointed an 
access adviser, and is producing an access 
register listing all non-statutory access 
provided by their members. Among other 
benefits, says Mr Bosanquet this should 
address the long-standing issue of access 
that has been granted in return for tax 
exemptions. “There is no question at all 
that when a bargain has been struck with 
the taxpayer, then the public must be aware 
of where that access is.” His only reserva- 
tion is that an individual's tax affairs must 
remain confidential. 

Mr Jenkinson welcomes the new access 
register. “My only worry is that without 
access to Inland Revenue records, they’re 
relying on voluntary disclosure by land- 
owners.” But Kate Ashbrook, chair of the 
Ramblers’ Association, is sceptical. “What 
the CLA has published so far isn’t new - 
much of it is long-established, customary 
access. There is very little additional access 
being generated. But in any case, voluntary 
access would just be a hotch-potch; it won’t 
be shown on OS maps, and the public won’t 
known where it is.” 

If there is wide agreement about the 
need to open up more countryside, there 
are sharp differences of opinion about the 


practicalities - and the costs. Mr Bosanquet 
believes that a statutory right to roam 
“would undoubtedly involve compensation 
for loss of ownership rights” and he ques- 
tions whether it would be either better or 
cheaper 'Than updating the 1949 Act to 
deal with people who won't fall into line” 
with a voluntary approach. 

Ms Ashbrook disagrees. “We don’t 
think open access needs the same sort of 
funding as footpaths. We don’t expect that 
councils would need to produces maps. In 
most cases there win be no dispute about 
whether the land falls wi thin the new 
definition”. Most moorland, she argues, is 
pretty dear cut; and while there are prob- 
lems defining downland, the Ramblers are 
helping with ideas to make things clearer. 

The future depends on the results of the 
Government’s consultation exercise, but 
any new legislation will probably be admin- 
istered by members of [PROW. 

“Giving people quality information 
about access if vital," says Mr Jenkinson - 
and that will involve some costs. Wblkers 
also need alerting to the seasonal and envi- 
ronmental restrictions that everyone agrees 
will be necessary. “The problem isn’t man- 
aging the people who use the access.” he 
says. “The problem is managing the peo- 
ple who abuse iL” 


NATURE NOTE 

Carrion crows are already s tar t in g to 
stake out their breeding sites. Especially 
in the early mornings, they proclaim 
individual territories with long, harsh 
calls of “kaaark, kaaark”, repeated again 
and again. Any time now they will start 
to build their nests, which are big, 
dumsy constructions of sticks, thickly 
lined with hair or wool, and often 
placed on top of old nests or squirrels' 
dreys. Voracious predators, equipped 
with powerful beaks, crows are mo 
destructive in spring, when they -..c - 
besides carrion - the eggs ant chides of 
other birds. A famous photograph 
taken by a Game Conservancy 
researcher on Salisbury Plain shows the 
shells of more than 50 pheasant and 
partridge eggs scattered under one 
crow’s nest. They also crack open hard- 
shelled titbits such as crabs and walnuts 
by dropping them from a height, and 
even gouge out the eyes of ewes which 
have gone down while lambing and are 
still alive but too weak to stand. Crows 
can be distinguished from rooks by the 



fact that they tend to be solitary, and 
are totally black; rooks live and nest in 
large flocks, and have a white patch 
around the base of the beak. Also, 
crows are slightly larger, with slower, 
heavier wing-beats. 

Duff Hart-Dam 


Acts of God and other risks 


INDEPENDENT j 


In the belfry of his 
church. Duff Hart- 
Davis ponders the 
worst case scenario 


I fear that we are inclined to 
take the fabric of our village 
church for granted. There the 
stone building stands on the 
hillside, apparently as solid as 
the rock on which it is found- 
ed, and apparently as un- 


changing. Yet nothing brings 
its potential frailties more 
sharply into focus than a visit 
from a representative of the 
ecclesiastical insurance com- 
pany. 

When I and my fellow 


church-warden met him for a 
routine inspection, I decided 
to make a job of it and look 
into the bell loft, which is 
rarefy visited because the only 
access is through a small door 
set into the wall of the tower 
20ft above the ground. 

I therefore took along an 
extending aluminium ladder, 
and walked down the lane 
| with it balanced fore and aft 
on my shoulders, head 
through the rungs. This drew 
looks of astonishment from 
several passing hikers, who 
clearly thought that a lunatic 
had been set at large from 
some nearby institution with 
a special neck-brace to keep 
him out of mischief 

Our insurance man was 
waiting for us. a lively and ar- 
ticulate fellow, smartly turned 
tout in a suit and a dark blue 
overcoaL Almost his first 
words were; “As you probably 
know, 65 per cent of all 
church fires are started by ar- 
sonists.” 

“Really?" I said. 

“Yes. And 25 per cent by 
lightning strikes.” Warming to 
his theme, he rattled cheerful- 
ly om “If someone set fire to 
this church, he wouldn't start 
just one blaze. He’d start sev- 
eraL One here under the tow- 
er, one at the altar end, 

- maybe one under the organ. 
The result usually is that the 
building is engulfed in flames 
before the fire brigade can 
reach the scene. 

“You’ve got a good deal of 
wood in here, haven’t you? 

All these pews, the screen, 
the roof timbers, the floors in 
the tower ... Stained glass, 
too, I see. Of course, flames 
tend to go out through win- 
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These Alpine beauties wifl produce an avafardie 
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sensational vaiettes: Baton Royal - Red. King of 
Baton - Pink, Princess aJ Baicon - Lite, Vie de 
Dresden - WMs. Hush Pink, for only £1 1 .95 
refueling postage and pactirg. 

Grown and supplied in bto-degredaHe 4cm 
containers ready to plant out BiMay. 


RING 0161 431 6431 Credit Card Ho dine 
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DELIVERY DURING MAY 
OR Complete the ot upon quoting your 
Mastercard/Vea number or send with 
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dows and up through the 
roof. So you’d lose the roof 
and all the windows.” 

At first 1 thought he was 
pitching things rather high. 
Then I saw that he was only 
being realistic, and looking at 
the worst possible scenario. 

As be measured and not- 
ed. I kept thinking of the 
lightning bolt that streaked 
down during a thunderstorm 
two summers ago and missed 
the church by the length of a 
cricket pitch. The strike, 
which I happened to witness 
from across the valley, ex- 
ploded a giant cedar growing 
in the graveyard, and flung 
1001b chunks of wood several 
hundred yards uphill. 

The discharge of energy 
was so phenomenal that I 
doubt whether the church, for 
all its copper conductors, 
could have withstood it Even 
without a direct hit, we bad to 
pay £1.200 to have the shat- 
tered tree removed and £500 
to rebuild a stone wall 
smashed by the failing trunk, 
so we were glad we could 
make an insurance claim. 

“Slip and trip,” the inspec- 
tor was saying. “That’s anoth- 
er thing you’ve got to look 
out for.” He explained that 
because people are increas- 
ingly litigious these days, and 
tend to sue for damages at 
the slightest setback to their 
persons or property, it is ad- 
visable to have no loose car- 
pets, hidden steps or other 
hazards over which visitors 
may stumble. 

We scored fairfy high on 
that front; less well on the fire- 
extinguishers, which were past 
their test-by date. One big 
point in our favour was that 


WIN 

National Geographic 
‘The Decades’ 
on CD-Rom 



we had renewed the entire 
electrical system only two 
years earlier. When we came 
to the vestry, we were able to 
demonstrate our contention 
that the church contains noth- 
ing of value. 

One key question was, “Do 
you keep the building 
locked?” The answer was, “In 
winter, yes. but not in sum- 
mer.” I feared that this policy 
might bring criticism, but no - 
our inspector found it reason- 
able that tourists should have 
access to the building. 

When it came to the tower, 
I was the only person who 
went up the ladder. I was glad 
to report that the first little 
room was dry and sound. A 
rusty iron ladder led up to the 
chamber bousing the single 
belt. and although it is seldom 
rung these days, the bearings 
at either end of the spindle 
were well greased. By giving 
the drive-wheel a sudden turn, 
1 sent one baritone chime 
booming out over the valley. 

Up another level, and out 
through a pop-bole, I gained 
access to the roof inside the 
battlements. From there 1 
could look out on level terms 
at two large pines, which I 
knew that inspector had 
marked down as a potential 
threat because, if they blow 
over in a westerly gale, they 
may crash into the tower. 

Clanking home with my 
ladder, I felt sure he would 
raise our premium, which is 
already more than £500 a 
year, and a considerable bur- 
den for a parish with fewer 
than 20 households. But I see 
that we need to pay it - and 
after all those revelations, I 
am glad that we do. 


For nearly 1 1 decades. National 
Geographic magazine has 
fasdnated and educated readers 
everywhere with hs compelling 
explorations and descriptions of 
the natural world. 

You now have the chance to view 
thousands of fan colour photo 
images from award winning 
phocojoumalists covering the 
American West, Polar Regions 
and The Natural World on the 
new CD-Rotn set available on 
Win 95/Mac CD-Rom. 

The CD-Rom set incorporates 
every issue from the I980*s 
through to 1996 which indudes 
the stories, page maps, graphics, 
biographies on National 
Geographic photographers plus 
classic period advertising from 
the past century. 


Included with this CD-Rom 
is a robust search engine which 
links direedy to an exclusive area 
on the National Geographic 
website. 

We have five National 
Geographic CD-Rom sets (5 CD 
Rom's in a set - price £29.99) to 
win. courtesy of Mindscape. 

To enter this competition simply 
dial the number below, answer 
the following question on line 
and leave your name and full 
address; 

Q: Name the largest mam m al. 

Call 0930 525274 
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Horticultural 

horoscope 

Each sign of the zodiac has its associated plants. Naila Green 
lays down the lore on staying in synch with the heavens 


1 January. For gardeners, the year 
is about to begin. The spring equinox is 
almost upon us and, as the days lengthen, 
the adrenaline flows. Foretelling the gar- 
dening year ahead and making planting 
plans are dosely linked While modem 
horoscopes may not offer much help, in old 
astrology books horticulture was prominent, 
and each star sign bad its associated plants. 

Ptsces (20 February to 20 March): XSfeter 
lfly.fig and wiUow are Pisces plan ts-Wfllows 
are choice in winter, with the glowing 
orange-scarlet steins of Suite alba ‘Britzen- 
sis\ In early spring, Salix Helvetica has soft 
grey leaves, and sSiy grey and yellow catkins. 

Aries (21 March to 20 April): Geranium, 
thistle, honeysuckle and witch hazel all 
linked to Aries, tend not to flower this month, 
though on mild days the lilac-blue flowers of 
Geranium matviflorum and the maroon- 
black of G phaeton can appear. Thorns are 
also linked to Aries, the common hawthorn 
symbolising the onset of spring. Crataegus x 
lavaOei is one of the best; it has spring blos- 
som, and orange berries in winter. 


Taurus (21 April to 21 May): Taurus 
plants are rose, poppy, violet foxglove, 
vine, ash, cypress and apple. Hie climbing 
rose ‘Pompon de Paris’ is especially early, 
and can be smothered with tiny pink flow- 
ers at the same time as ceanothus ‘Puget 
Blue'. Clumps of the smoky-purple violet 
Viola labmdorica ‘Purpurea’, would com- 
plete the picture. 

Gemini (22 May to 21 June): lily of the 
valley, lavender, and nut trees are Gemini's 
plants. The sweet, Uly-of-th e-valley scent 
of Convallaria majalis ‘Fortin’s Giant’ fills 
the garden at this time. The French laven- 
der. Lavandula stocchas, also flowers now, 
with tiny heads of fragrant purple flowers 
topped by rose-purple bracts. 

Cancer (22 June to 22 July): Acanthus 
is a Cancer plant, the most imposing vari- 
ety being Acanthus spinouts with its mauve- 
purple flower spikes and huge, dissected 
and arching leaves. It thrives on poor soiL 
plenty of sun. and good drainage. Also 
associated with this sign are wild flowers, 
and trees rich in sap. 



Leo (23 July to 23 August): Leo plants 
include sunflower, marigold, dahlia, rose- 
mary, orange, bay, and palm. Trachycarpus 
fartuneL, the chusan palm, is a striking, hardy 
palm with targe, divided, fan-like leaves and 
sprays of fragrant, creamy-yellow flowers. 
Dahlias are good plants for Leo, as late 
summer sees' the start of their flowering. 
One of the most popular and fashionable 
is ‘Bishop of LlandafF, with bronze-green 
leaves and single, deep red flowers. 

Virgo (24 August to 23 September): 
Virgo’s plants are nut trees, and shrubs 


with small, brightly-coloured flowers. An 
edible, decorative nut tree is the purple- 
leaved filbert. Corylus maxima ‘Purpurea’. 
Purplish catkins with yellow anthers hang 
from bare branches in late winter. 

Ubra (24 September to 23 October): Blue 
flowers are linked with the sign of Libra, as 
are opulent rases, and vines. One of tbe more 
striking vines for the garden is Vids coigne- 
tiae, which has large, heart-shaped leaves turn- 
ing shades of crimson and scarlet in the 
autumn. Blue flowers are uncommon at this 
time of year, though in sheltered, soutfr-fadng 


Pisces plant: 

NymphaeaAlba 

Photograph John Clover/ 
Garden Picture Library 


positions the hardy plumbago, Ceracostigna 
wiBmotnanum, wiD bloom with its vibrant blue 
flowers from August until the first severe 
frosts come to wither its crimson leaves. 

Scorpio (24 October to 22 November): 
Scorpio indudes all plants with dark red 
flowers, blackthorn, and nut trees. Dark red 
flowers are uncommon this month, though 
leaves in that shade are plentiful Euonymus 
atatus has an abundance of red (eaves fol- 
lowed by small purple and red fruit. Sedum 
maximum AtropurpureunT has succulent, 
dark maroon foliage and red flower heads. 


Even better ^onsu. 

is the whitewashed BtiublW 
which shimmers in the 
sunlight. Plant it at the end of the garue 
asa focal point and because it will, in lime, 

reach 15 metres ( 50fl ) ,n be,sb 

/•)■« December to 21 Janu* 

although common. Hedera helix 
Erf Si look stunning with Corn** ^ 
‘Sibirica\ its bright red steras shmm^ 
like laser beams. Other Capncoinp 
indude pansy, hemlock, pine, willow, elm 

and poplar. 

Aquarius (22 January to 1 9 

Fruit and nut trees are associated wtb 


‘Autumnaiis’- Although it is unable to 
fruit, its frosty white flowers shine like stars 
during mild winters. The contorted hazel. 
Corvlus aivBana ‘Contorta’, also unpro- 
ductive, has twisted, bare steins with yel- 
low catkins dangling like baubles on a 
Christmas tree. 
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“The Erotic Print Society goes rather further” 

The Independent, 
February 1998 

The Independent's recent survey of 
the New Erotica naturally mentioned 
The Erotic Print Society. 

It might be called Erotica Direct 

You buy insurance, furniture and 
clothes, after all. direct from the 
comfort and privacy of your own 
home. 

Now you can collect erotic 
masterpieces in the same way; words 
and pictures, past and present, 
delightfully rude and deliciously 
naughiy. 

Our eighty page catalogue is 
lubriciously illustrated in colour with 
private parts of our private 
collection, from The Illustrated Book 
of Bottoms (“very rode”) to Le 
Journal Secret d'une Jeune FiUe. 

And with the catalogue you will 
receive a free copy of our witty new 
quarterly The Erotic Print Society 
item. (Contributors include 
Auberon Wiugh, Josceline Dimbleby 
and Anne Bilson.) 

As The Independent said. The Erotic 
Print Society goes rather further for 
those of independent tastes. 

The catalogue plus a free copy of The 
. Erotic Print Society Review is £5.00. 

Cheque (to 'EPS’) or Visa/Mastercard/Amex details to: EPS, Dept ITJ, PO Box 
10645, London SW10 9ZT. Freephone 0800 026 25 24 (quote department ITJ). Fax 
0171-244 8999. Or why not browse our website at http:flwww.eps.org.uk 
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We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to ns. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, MonkwelL 
Osborne and Little. Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
B^-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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FICTION WRITERS 

Let us pubfeh, promote 
and manat yoor nwsfl on 
alee basis. 

Write tor details to: 
IMHateStfaH, 
ItotMBilMb. 

Brfxts H*fl, Coontt toy. 
BOtaatwn. Ctoctod m3 4EA 
Tel: 01642 345623 
fine 01 642 345624 


Collecting 


Wo will boat any other price of a comparable quality 


Can the FACTORY SHOP at Poetetyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Rayford. Street, Mare St, 
Hackney, London £8 3SE (Nr Well St.) 
Ttefc 0181 5 S3 0915 2 lines Fas 0181 985 8953 


Infinitely adaptable 
home storage and 
shelving systems. 
Root standing or 
wall mounted. 
Versatile, practical 
and expandable. 
Direct from the 
factory prices. 
Choice of finishes 
including natural 
beech veneers. 

Ourtwxxfa Deflvered In days. 

FOR FREE BROCHURE No. 170 CALL 01342 310033 {24 HOURS) 




LilfMtflAW 


CUTLERY RE- 
SILVERPLATING 
SERVICE 

WM make your worn artery as 
good as new. Single items 
upwards. Also teapots, nays. 
tSshes, etc. Vary reasonable 
prk»s. Repairs undertaken. 
Nationwide sendee. 

Full details from: 
C.Rk Butts Cottage, 
Wlsbo rough Green, 
Sussex 
RH14 0BN 
or phone: 
01403 700424 
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FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining J 

tables always in duilt (farm dhdiquu 

stock £*& kkampslead, 

* 'Berks 

01488 638541/638361 
Library and writing Only t, mins from 113 M4 
furniture also 
usually available 

We will endeavour to find the table you require 


for Birthdays, Thank Yous . 
and Anniversaries 

CARNATIONS MIXED COLOURS MIXED BOUQUET MEED COLOURS 

CIO 10 Luxury £10.50 SM 10 Lnxtay Carnations & 

CIS IS Luxury £1400 15 Lnxnry Preesias fl 485 
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FREESIAS LM 151^anr7Caxrial3ona& 
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FL20 20 Luxury £1195 LUXURY SEASONAL BOUQUETS 

FL30 30 Luxury £1495 MS Medram 

FL50 50 Luxury £1795 LS Large £I< - 96 
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Solid Silver Cutlery 

44 piece set for six people from 
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CUTTINGS 

a kitchen gaidM deig| ^ou d ““f™ 6 
whai you want to groW , d ? C 

“Jghow ii will all best fit ; n ”? ? pan show - 
to rotate the "9 

undertake, if it isnot u^L? ( ° r 
pruning of fruit trees. He fe aMm?? b ? e) 11)6 
Hereford HR1 2SCQ Sl« 2 2797 ^ *""■ 

•a “ . reels ,he same way. “Mv 

ins not a very good-looking pi ail L 

flowed il has at least 20 beautiful 

f^ d 1 *** to cm Uiem for the bouse, 
because the perfume is wonderful, a kind of 

I began to feel I should not have dispatched 
t0 th ® bonfire ' despite having 
yt«i 15 years m vain for a flower. I went to 
the place where it had been in the garden, to 
say sony to its ghost. There, sprouting with 
n^ve insouciance, were four fat „£ suckers 
of die recalcitrant rose. It made me laugh . j 
feel that, like the Tamworth pigs, the rose has 
earned a reprieve. But whether the shock wfl] 
now make it flower remains to be seen. 

Do you make sourdough bread? Are you as 
interested in your vinegar as you are in vour 
olive oil? If yes, then you should get hold of 
the catalogue produced by Future Foods, 
which offers an extraordinary range of out-of- 
the-way things to grow. Sourdough “Tunnel 
Hiir comes highly recommended from Califor- 
nia. It s a culture that makes bread rise, like 
yeast, bur it works more slowly and breaks 
down carbohydrates in the flour to make bread 
more digestible. A starter kit costs £7.50. 

Future Foods can also supply the 
fermenting culture that turns soya bean or 
barley into Japanese miso. Japanese cooks 
make a wide range of misos by mixing spores 
of the fungus .Aspergillus oryzae with cooked 
soya beans or grains of various kinds. This kqji 
then continues with a secondary fermentation 
which turns it into miso, shoyu or tamari. Kits 
are £7 JO each. 

The catalogue also includes a wide range of 
unusual vegetables and fruit: Chinese greens, 
serpent garlic, yams (must be kept frost free), 
saffron crocus, huckleberries, wineberries and 
other treats. For a copy, send £1 to Future 
Foods, PO Box 1564, Wedmore, Somerset 
BS2S4DP. 

The English Gardening School will be run- 
ning a one-day course on “down-to-earth gar- 
dening” on Monday 2 March 
(10J0am-3JOpm). Dr Lesley Rosser gives the 
Jowdown on soil management, choke of plants, 
weed control and other practical matters. The 
day costs £7050. For further information on 
this and other courses, contact the English 
Gardening School at the Chelsea Physic Gar- 
den, 66 Royal Hospital Road, London SW3 
4HS (0171-3524347). 

Anna Pavord 


Shoots 
to kill 


Cutting new growth may seem 
drastic, writes Anna Pavord, but 
you've got to be cruel to be kind 


If anybody mentions global wanning to me again. 
I'll scream. After a stretch of the wettest and most 
unpleasant winter months I can remember for a long 
time - mud to the horizon -I think we deserved a 
couple of fine, warm days to remind ourselves why 
we ever thought we liked gardening. Valentine’s 
weekend was a miracle. 1 don’t care if we have to 
pay for it with late frosts in May, as the doom mer- 
chants predict. Last Saturday, 1 stood among the 
aconites spreadeagled in the sun, and sniffed 
like a truffle hound the smell of the vibur- 
num on the other side of the path. “Yes!” 

I thought “Here we go again.” 

It was such an extraordinaiy sensation, 
feeling the sun warm on my back, I could 
easily have frittered the whole day away. 

I lifted up snowdrops to look at the odd 
green punctuation marks on the inner 
petals. 1 admired the slaty, dark satin 
colours of the hellebores. I resolved, once 
again, to divide the blue primroses. But, 
although I tried hard to maintain the 
tunnel vision that is so essential in a gar- 
dener, it was horribly obvious that there was 
a vast backlog of work. 

Much of it had to do with pruning. Feb- 
ruary is the time to tackle the later-flowering 
clematis and cut them down to within 18 in of the 
ground. They won’t die if you don't, but if you leave 
them to their own devices, they tend to flower in 
a bundle high up on the wall or support, leaving 
you to look into a bird’s-nest tangle of bare stems. 

If you have planted a late-flowering clematis 
such as C viticella to run through an earlier- 
flowering shrub, or to accompany a rose, the growth 
may become so vigorous that the host shrub is suf- 
focated. By clearing out the carapace of clematis 
each season, you give the supporting shrub 
breathing-space. It can go ahead with its own per- 
formance untrammelled, before the clinging 
clematis smothers it up. 

If you have planted clematis to accompany a 
rose on a pergola, or against a wall, the rose itself 
wfll probably need pruning now. which, again, 
means you have to do something about the 
dematis. 1 certainly needed to do some work on 
the ‘Constance Spry 1 rose planted on the south 
front of the house, which was tangled up with a 
vigorous Clematis ‘Jackmanii Superba . 

‘Constance Spr/ is usually described as a shrub 
rose, but it will easily get to 20ft if it has support 
It was bred by David Austin in 1961, so in rose 
terms it is a new arrival, but it looks old, with big, 
cabbagey double Bowers of a not-too-sickly pink. 
Austin calls it “rayrTh-scented”. I'd always won- 
dered what myrrh smelt like. 

The rose was doing wonders for any acrobat 
who happened to be hanging out of our attic win- 
dow, but not much for anyone else. Fortunately 
the dematis was the type that responds to Feb- 
ruary pruning. I cut all its stems down first, although 
I felt like a murderer chucking away all the plump 
buds that were already springing up. Once the 


Clematis Viticella ‘Abundance’ 

Photograph: Howard Rice/ 
Garden Picture Library 



dematis was out of the way, 1 could see more dear- 
ly what to do with the rose. Some of the longest 
growths had to be cut back to about 4ft. 

Other stems I pulled down, arching them 
against the wall as near to horizontal as they would 
go. This brought the bulk of the rose down towards 
eye level. It will also persuade the stems to flower 
more freely than if they were verticaL Some roses 
are too stiff to treat like this, but ‘Constance Spry 1 
has relatively unthorny, pliable stems. 

If C macwpetala or C alpina had been rambling 
through the ‘Constance Spry 1 rose, the whole job 
would have been much trickier. Both of those dema- 
tis flower quite early, during April and May. They 
are already bursting with growth, and do not need 
regular pruning It would have been difficult tore- 
train the rose without cutting back the de mat is. but 
if it had been one of the early ones, we would have 
lost this season's flowering You need to bear this 
in mind when you pair dematis with other climbers. 

Clematis can be divided into three groups - 
early, mid- and late-season - which dictate 
whether or not they should be pruned. Eariy- 
flowering ones need no pruning, mid-season 
ones can be lightly pruned, late-flowering ones need 
cutting back hard, to within 18in of the ground. 

But rules are made to be broken. If an early- 
flowering C>mu£ismomann has got rampantly out 
of hand, as they sometimes do, then I would not 
hesitate to take the knife to it immediately it had 


finis hed flowering. Conversely, if 1 followed the 
rules then I would prune our yellow. September- 
flowering Clematis orientaBs every year, bin I don't. 
It does a good job of softening a bare stone wall, 
and does not get in the way of any other plants. 
So it’s often left for five or six years before it is 
brought to heel. And rejuvenated. 

That is another good reason for pruning. 
Young growths often flower better and with big- 
ger flowers than old ones, which is why buddleia 
is usually pruned every year about now. No great 
thunderbolt will foil if you forget to tackle it, but 
the shrub, a coarse grower at the best of times, will 

get bigger than it deserves, and the long panicles 
of bloom will not be as showy as they should be. 

Buddleia is difficult to kill, which is comforting 
to know when you are a new gardener cruising 
round it wondering where to plunge in the knife. 
If it is an established bush, it will already have 
four or five main stems, all of which need to be 
cut hard back. There will usually be a bright pre- 
cocious bud, already breaking into leaf, to give 
you a lead. Cut above this, trusting it to zoom 
away as a strong new shoot. 


pruning has the effect of 
kick-starting plants into new 
growth and the general rule is to do 
it imm ediately a shrub has finished 
flowering. The ones that need attention 
now, though, are mostly those that flower in 
late summer. You don’t prune them in autumn, 
because you don’t want to encourage new growth 
that may be caught by frost. You leave them to 
tick over in winter, but prune them as early as you 
dare towards the beginning of spring. Then they 
have time to build up new flowering stems by sum- 
mer. 

Like buddleia, caryopteris flowers in August and 
September, so needs pruning soon. It is a compact 
shrub, rarely as much as 4ft high and wide, with 
greyish-green leaves and blue flowers, particular- 
ly good in the variety “Kew Blue’. Cut the weak- 
est, scraggiest stems out entirely at ground level and 
prune the other stems back hard, cutting just above 
a strong shoot In severe winters, the top growth 
is often cut back by frost Your “pruning” will in 
fact be clearing away wood that is already dead. 

Hard pr uning is what makes spiraeas, such as 
S x bumalda and S japoruca , perform most spec- 
tacularly in July and August. One of the best is 
‘Anthony WatereT, with leaves splashed with pink 
and cream among the flat crimson flowers. For the 

biggest flowers, be brulaL Prune all the stems down 
to within 3in or 4in of the ground 
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BLOOMSof Bressingham 

Superb Helleborus Collection 
2 varieties for only £6.95 

Helleborus has wide cup or bowl shaped flowers with prominent seamens 
and thick petals, which appear in winter and spring- The wide open cup 
shaped blooms have a simplistic beauty, whilst die bowl shaped flowers 
have an individuality of dieir own. 

Our collection comprises of two varieties, one each of die following 
M«t - also known as the ‘Christmas Rose’, a popular variety with large, 
pretty white flowers which are Hush pink on the reverse. Has fine goid- 
r en stamens and low deep evergreen fin- 

gered foliage, grows to 25-30cm. 

And Factious - greenish nodding 
bowl flowers, which have deep 
maroon-edged petals in spring, 
on upright growth, has slim 
fingered dark ^bssy evergreen 
leaves; reaching 45-60cm in 
height. 

\Xfe are offering our Helleborus 

Collection for just £6.95, 

induding delivery 
Hefleborus are ideal in a 
north feeing position, 
where they will flower from 
January through to April or 
June. . . 

The plants will arrive in 9cm diam- 
eter pots, ready for planting straight 
out itwrt your garden or containers 
following our horticultural instruc- 
tions included. . . , j 

Despatch will be throughout Marco and 
all oiders wffl be acknowledged. 



guarantee 
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TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER MATS 

At fast - as soon at Garden 
land Rower Shows 
nationwide - the door mat 
(that really works! No 
muddy footprints or 
pa wm a rits on dean floors 
land carpels! 

Tbrtle Otrt TYapper door 
mats stop dirt at the door of 
home, conservatory or car 
wttti absorbent cotton pile removing wet, dry and aven 
did from shoes and paws. Whh non-sfip tetexl 
ng. they are fully machine-washable at 40° C. 
in seven colours and 3 sizes: 

Ohm. Ciwi. Biadc/WMIa, fom, DwK (baft Sari Braan, Btack/Bwwi 
* 75 X 50 cm C17.B5, ■ 76 x 1® cm E34JK, *75 * 150 cm £4096 
Ptu>CL5DP & P par nut 

(Aleo antebto w«i Brippewuttw becking lor use on capon, 

• dense cal far deMfa el sUbs and priced, 
torn; turtle Hat Co, S2a Map Road. Klngtto, Sun** KT2SHT 

BAT HD 10 Tel: 0181 296 0366 im*-* cj,nnatn 
Fax: 0181 296 0360 §0§ 


^ HANGING BASKET BALL ^ 

a For afl round colour -all year 

4 mSilh niuad. Complete vIOi pre-fillecl 

-3 liners &fnigaOoB mil. Water 

~ W IP retention granolas, tL Dnty Chain, 
t Instructions. 

ONLY £11.95 p&pincj 

{fknrers & bracket not ho.) 

Webbs, Unit 2, 15 Station Rd, 

Knebworth, Herts, SG3 6AP. 

Tel: 01438 814620 {24hrs) 

— Comprehensive brochure available . 



FINCH CONSERVATORIES LTD 

AWMHokBngPLCCo 

ENJOY ALL YEAR COMFORT AND SUN IN 

A FINCH CONSERVATORY 

DESIGNED TO SUFT YOUR HOME OR POOL 
AND BUDGET] 

Experienced staff cover the UK 
No Obligation FREE Survey 
Interest Free Loans 

Freephone for brochure and Free Advice NOW! 

0800 378168 or 

FINCH, FREEPOST, SHEFFIELD S20 3GZ 
Members of the Conservatory Association 



Redfields 

The Mtmufuchuvrx of English 
Loud Carden Appointments 

Planters, Founuins. Urns. 
Figures. Sundials & Ptaqucs 
Commisions Undertaken 

m 

Tel & Fax: 0142k 71465k 
e mail: 

RidJie/dsCa'NtK-k uvlccm uk 
Colour brochure on request 


GARDEN WATCHER 

KEEPS CATS OUT 

Award Winning Ultrasonic 
Cat Deference System 

by STOCK NUTRITION 
STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 
NORFOLK, NR191RD 

01362 694957 



STOP DIRT IN ITS TRACKS! 


WITH THE: AMAZING 
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SUSSEX 
THUG 
BASKETS 

Traditionally crafted 
from Willow and 
Sweet ChestnuL 
Prices from £12.50-£45 
eg No 5 (18-xlO") 
£24 Plus £4.50 p&p 
Send S.A.E. for details. 

THETRUGGERY’ 

(IN), Coopers Croft, 
Hersftnoncnnt, 

East Sussex BN27 1QL 

Tel. Fax. 

01323 832314 


Classified 
Advertising 
also appears 
on page 12. 


HARDY FUCHSIAS 

A collection of 10 
individually named 
varieties. 

Suitable for varied uses 
such as patio peas and 
flatter borders. 
Delivery by 1st class post 
Feb - May £13 inc p&p 

PERSHORE 
PLANT RAISERS 

fensham, Pershore. 
Worcestershire WRI0 3 KB 

01386 554672 


The 

Chelsea Plant 
Stand 
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Cwma Duck Rd. Lyaisn Lancs, fyb 
SU.Enatand 

"W: 01253736334 24 hr*. 
F*C 01253 795191 
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A natural high 

Strap on your crampons and practise your bum slides. Eric Kendall leads' the way 


Tbs wfeid ripped at my body, the rain beat into 
®y face and the storm howled around the sur- 
romiding peaks. For a terrifying moment, 1 
bought I was in the opening paragraph of a 
travel piece OT the perils of booking a trek with. 

op<*ator who is not Abta-afHiated In fact, 
I was im having a Dormal day out on a win- 
ter mountaineering course in the Western 
Highlands. 

Welter in the hills promises unique thrills 
Bnd cbaQenges, but demands much more than 
summte walking. From December to April, 
you’re almost bound to reach freezing con- 
ditions at some point up a mountain, even in 
Britain. It means that being on the hills rather 
than the valleys involves mo untaine ering 
skills, at least as a back-up, even if you think 
you're just going for “a walk”. Snow, ice, and 
the potential for avalanches will all feature. 

It can also mean stunning scenety and ac- 
cess to different (often more direct) routes to 
the peaks; with the right snow cover you can 
climb gullies which cascade with crumbling ruck 
in summer. The motivation in winter is certainly 
different. “Because it's there" hardly applies. 
In bad conditions it's more “Tb see if it’s there”. 

The key to winter mountaineering is good 
judgement and risk assessment, getting input 
from all the members of a group, not simply 
leaving decisions to an “expert". It's vital for 
everyone to remember that they’re not in the 
SAS, and that the trip doesn't have to be ei- 
ther miserable or a near-death experience for 
it to be a successful outing. The basics are com- 
mon sense. Even before you step outside in 
the morning, detailed weather forecasts are 
available by phone or fax, along with avalanche 
reports, which can save a long hike into an un- 
suitable area. Not only is legwork minimised, 
but you’re not exposed to the dangerous in- 
stinct to cany on regardless, which increases 
in direct proportion to the amount of effort 
you've put into getting there. 

At the snow tine, key skills training starts 
with ice axe arrests - lots of sliding wetly on 
your backside (beginner), head first on your 
front (intermediate) and head fast flat on your 
back (advanced/ suicidal). The theory is to im- 
itate a fall on a slope, bringing yourself to a 
rapid halt by digging your axe into the snow. 
Get it wrong, and you risk neatly plan ting your 
axe while you continue on your way. To cope 


with this eventuality you also practise the dig- 
ging-your-hands-in technique, the al pine equiv- 
alent of a drowning man clntching at driftwood. 

Nett on the agenda is avalanche prediction. 
Ifs a huge subject, and well worth paying dose 
attention to. Along with daily bulletins post- 
ed locally as a guide to conditions, there’s also 
the obvious but often overlooked paint that 
if you can see an avalanche; then the risk of 
more avalanches is high. Looking around you 
on the hill can tell you more than all the slow 
science ever written. Perhaps the most rele- 
vant thing to remember, is that you yourself 
are the most likely trigger for any avalanche 
that may come your way. 

For analysing specific slopes, and to warm 
up after ice-axe drill the Rutschblock test is ide- 
al. Lots of digging with spade, ski or ice-axe is 
involved, to isolate a representative section of 
a slope. Then you can determine the stability 
of the snow by progressively loading the block 
until it slides, which gives a reasonable im- 
pression of how the slope as a whole will react 
to your walking on it. On a scale of one to sev- 
en, one means run like faeU - which would be 
tricky, as the snow is so prone to sliding that it 
collapses the moment you isolate the block from 
the surrounding slope. At the more reassuring 
end of the scale, a seven is so secure that even 
a yomping yeti couldn't budge it 

The final basic skill to learn is the use of 
crampons, which can be dangerous in the 
wrong hands and even more so on the wrong 
feet Putting them on is half the battle, par- 
ticularly in conditions where simply tighten- 
ing your hood strings is an achievement. First 
cramponed steps turn the world on its head. 
Suddenly sheet ice and hard-packed snow pro- 
vide a rock-solid grip, while slabs of rock give 
a skittish feeL Crossing a rare patch of grass, 
Gary from Maidstone noticed that stomping 
around on crampons would also do an excel- 
lent job of aerating your lawn. 

Basic ropework for tougher terrain or low- 
ering down steep faces, using ice-axe belays and 
snow bollards, is a further aspect of moving safe- 
ly around the mountains, though, for much of 
the time, winter walking and mountaineering 
is unprotected, retying on increasing care in 
relation to the degree of exposure. Do look 
down, not to give yourself an attack of verti- 
go, but so that you realise the stakes are about 


as high as you are. And for anyone who thinks 


ting to the top, that’s only half the story. Com- 
ing down the other side can be at least as 
demanding, but if you’re lucky, it may afford 
an ice-axe-controDed bum-slide that makes the 
Cresta Run look like a walk in the park. 

Where to leant, and what you need 

The National Mountain Centre, Plus Y Bienin 
(01690 720214) offers some of the best train- 
mg facilities and instruction available. They 
run winter courses in Wales, Scotland and the 
Alps. Comprehensive notes are supplied 
which detail experience needed and equipment 
required; in many cases gear is av ailab le on 
loan. The Scottish National Sports Centre, 
Gienmore Lodge (01479 Sti 1256) offers a sim- 
ilar programme based at Aviemore, 

- What you take into the mountains is fun- 
damental to your comfort and safety. Protective 
clothing doesn’t have to be Gorefex, though 
many manufacturers use this fabric for their 
top-of-the-range gear. Most important are the 
design and fit of the garments. Lowe Alpine 
use their own breathable fabric, Tttplepoint 
Ceramic, and Paramo clothing relies on reg- 
ular treatment of non-waterproof fabrics for 
optimum breathabDiiy and water-resistance. 

Boots need to be both water-resistant and 
suitable for use with crampons. Plastic shelled 
boots are frequently used, but tend to be un- 
comfortable if worn day in, day out Salomon 
now produce leather mountaineering boots 
(the Super Mountain range) which mclude lots 
of innovations, derived m part from their ski- 
boot experience. A boot which sprouts cram- 
pons from the sole unit at the touch ofaburtan 
(after Rosa Kleb in From Russia With Love) 
is keenly awaited. 

For both clothing and specialist climbing 
hardware, the best advice b available from your 
instructors, and specialist retailers such as 
Cotswold Outdoor (01285 643434). Half the 
fun of winter mountaineering is in gratifying 
pent-up gear lust But keep in mind more mun- 
dane equipment, such as gloves. We wondered, 
for several soggy, oold hours, why our in- 
structors had a minimum of four pairs, until 
we realised that no one, other than Marigold, 
has managed to produce finger-bags that keep 
the water out for long. 





Rich pickings: winter climbing is all about being prepared 


Photograph: Eric Kendall 


GAMES STATISTICALLY INSIGNIFICANT 

WILLIAM hartston 


Do you spend eight hours and 42 minutes sleeping 
every day? Do you watch the television for about 
two hours and 33 minutes, and spend an hour eating 
at home, another hour socialising, and between 40 
and 50 minutes on your personal care? 

If all of these apply to you, then you are 
absolutely average according to the latest edition of 
Social Trends , that indispensable manual from the 
Office of National Statistics. But the true 
fascination of this document ties not in the raw 
figures of the individual tables of what percentage 
of which age group of which gender spends how 
long doing what. The real insights come only when 
you compare the figures in these tables with each 
other, and with other surveys that have been done 
in the past year. 

Last year, for example, one survey found that 3 
per cent of the population bath only once a week, 
while another totally different survey revealed that 3 
per cent of married women are in love with someone 
other than their husbands. Quite obviously, though 
nobody ever pointed it out, those are the women 
married to the men who bath only once a week. 

lb take another example, 14 per cert of women, 
given one wish, would wish to have the housework 


magically done for them. And 14 per cent of adult 
males have cycled in the past four weeks. They 
probably got on their bikes to avoid having to help 
their wives with the housework. That picture is sadly 
confirmed by the statistic of 14 per cent of fatal 
accidents that involve drunk drivers: it’s surely those 
14 per cent of women, taking to drink at the 
prospect of all that housework their husbands won’t 
help them with, then getting in the car and running 
him down on his bike. 

Only last week, there was a \hl entine’s Day 
survey commissioned by Durex which found that not 
only do cohabiting couples make love more often 
than married ones, but they spend longer over it. 

The precise annual figures were 135 times at 16 
minutes a time for married couples and 175 times at 
25 minutes each for cohabitees. That's 36 hours a 
year married love-making and 72 hours 55 minutes 
unmarried. That’s a difference of 36 hours and 55 
minutes. And what is 36 hours and 55 minutes? It is, 
as a detailed study of Social Trends reveals, exactly 
the length of working time needed for a married 
couple with husband only working to earn enough to 
pay for two road fund licences and a pint of milk. 
This poor man’s drunken, ungrateful spouse - 20 per 


cent of whose conceptions have ended in abortion, I 
might add - has hastily drunk a bottle of milk to tty 
to sober up, then got in her car, for which be paid 
the road tax, and merrilessfy lira him down just 
because he’s top exhausted to help with the washing 
up. And even if he was one of the 10 per cent who 
sometimea46.ihe ironing, you can be pretty sure 
that she’d beppe of the 10 per cent who find that it 
improves tef sex life to imagine that she’s with 
somebody else. Probably the ironing males are none 
other than the 10 per cent who have a female boss. 

With all this evident disharmony around, how is it 
that 58 per cent, in the Durex survey, reported that 
their sex lives are good or excellent? Once again, the 
answer ties in a deeper analysis of the figures. For 58 
per cent pay cash for their Christmas shopping, 58 
per cent of mothers would rather spend Christmas 
Day at home than on a beach in Australia, and 58 
per cent of 8- to 10-year-olds think people look good 
with a tan. It all adds up to such a sorry picture of 
rich fathers taking children on holiday to lie in the 
sun in Australia over Christmas, leaving wives at 
home to do the housework, while they have good or 
excellent sex with Antipodean beauties. Bastards! 
Running over’s too good for them, I say. 


PANDORA MELLY 
GAMES PEOPL E PLAY 

Richard Neave, 61, medical artist 

2 am not a joiner of dubs, or a player of 
games with other people. I tend to be more 
solitary, as Tro not very good at ball-games. 

Ever since I can remember, I’ve enjoyed 
making things. 1 grew up on a tittle farm in 
Sussex, and I didn't have much in the way 
of toys. But I liked playing with water and 
Td make and little water-wheels that 
worked, and boats. 

I've always liked the vision of a model 
boat chugging across a pond. There is 
something rather romantic and lovely 
about the idea of a thing by itself in foe 
middle of foe water with its little engine, 
preferably in foe half-light. 

I still like building and playing with 
model boats. Sometimes they’re built out 
of wood; sometimes they’re kits, modified. 
The trouble is I don’t have that much time, 
but I tike just to be able to settle down and 
work at it for half a day every few months. 

Making things is foe game, and I 
suppose remaking a face is foe same sort of 


thing. It’s all about construction, or 
knowing how things fit together. As a child, 
whenever I found a fox skull, or a rabbit's 
skull, Td always pick it up and look at it, to 
see how it went. 

I suppose this is where foe business of 
people-watching comes in. You can stand 
in the Underground and count foe number 
of people with adherent earlobes and well- 
defined filtrums, or whatever. 

This game does have its problems, 
because you can offend people by staring at 
them. It is an extremely invasive thing to 
do, but I have a professional interest. 

Rather like an architect looking at another 
architect's building, and thinking; “That’s 
nice, but foe pointing is a bit rough.” 

If you have missed the “Meet the Ancestors” 
series on BBC2, on which Richard Neave 
reconstructed British skulls, you may catch 
up by reading " Making Faces “ by Richard 
Neave and John Prag { British Museum Press, 
£18.99). hour filtrum is the groove down the 
middle of your upper lip. 


< 


CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


“When you get a position like 
this,” Viswanathan Anand 
writes of foe position in ibe 
diagram, "you go away feeling 
very pleased and have a warm 
glow for foe next few games.” 
The comment comes from a 
new book My Best Games of 
Chess (Gambit Publications, 
£15.99) by Anand and is 
typical of foe irrepressible 
spirit of enjoyment that 
Anand conveys both by his 
moves and his comments. 

In its 240 pages, foe book 
includes 40 games and 30 
combinations, played between 
1986 and 1997. The 
annotations are a delightfully 
revealing mixture of deep 
analysis and honest 
reminiscences that convey a 
rare insight into what Anand 
was thinking at the time. 

The diagram position 
comes from near the end of 
one of foe earliest game in foe 
book, in which Anand played 
White a gains t Nuiov on his 
way to winning foe 1987 world 
junior championship. Black 
survived only one more move, 
resigning after 24.. .fxg6 
25.§g7(25...Rxfl 26.QhS+ 
Kf7 27.Rxfl+ or 25...Kxg7 
26-Nxe6+ are equally 
hopeless). 

This is the first of several 
games in foe book in which 
Anand, while knowing the 
theory of an opening, thought 
up an innovation at the board. 
In this case it was foe move 
I l.g4! which he says should 
have been answered by 
ll...Nxg4 I2.Qg3 Nf6 
33.Qxg7Rg814.Qh6 when 



White has the advantage, but 
not as much as in foe game. 

As play went. Black had to 
play 20. . .g6 leading to a poor 
endgame after 2I.NC5 Qxe3+ 
22J9xe3. After 21.Bxh7+! he 
was lost. 22...feg6 would have 
been met by 24JRxf8+ KxfS 
25JNxe6+. 

White: V Anand 

Black; KNinov 
Ie4c5 14f4b4 
2N3Se6 15Ne2a5 
3 d4 cxd4 16 Nbd4 Nxd4 
4Nxd4a6 17Nxd4Qb6 
5 Bd3 Bc5 I8e5Bb7 
6Nb3 Ba7 19Rhfldxe5 
7 Nc3Nc 6 20&e5Rd8 
8Qe2 d6 21Bxh7+Kxh7 
9Be3Bxe3 22g6+ Kg8 
10Qxe3 Nfi6 23Qb3Nf6 
Ilg4b5 24exffifag6 
12 0-0-0 0-0 25 6cg7 resigns 
13g5 Ne8 

“The following day ” 
Anand writes, “I was facing 
Agdeslein” (who was the 
highest-rated player in foe 
event). *T prepared as well as 
I could ...and sat down 
hoping to play a good game.” 
Not “hoping to win” note, but 
“hoping to play a good game". 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 


No^540 Saturday 21 February 



ACROSS DOWN 


1 Scottish dan (S) 

5 OD reservoir (4) 

9 Notice of intention to 
marry (5) 

10 ’fending the side (7) 
** First-rate quality (10) 


II hirst-rate gu; 

14 life story (13) 

16 TV programmes (4,6) 

20 WeU-Iflted (7) 

21 Twist and squeeze mois- 
ture from (51 

22 Ship’s complement (4) 

23 OK (35) 


1 Mountain transport (5-3) 

2 Tailless domestic animals 

3 ^1(5) 

4 NCO (5-8) 

6 Component (4) 

7 Bride’s attendant (4) 

8 Shopkeeper (6) 

12 Fair to one’s opponents 

(S). 

13 Vision (8) 

15 Protection from rain 
(coll.) (6) 

17 Military potential (5) 

IS Long poem (4) 

19 Church architectural fea- 
ture (4) 


ACROSS: 1 Somme, * Fin (SomeUungV 7 0*0, S Derelict, 9 tjwg-dnwo- 
m 10 Usurer 13 Litter. 15 Koodthiistv, 19 Gertrude, 20 Omit. 2tTbl, 22 Sat 

l Radius, « IbnneiL 16 Octet, 17 Heeds, 18 toad. 


West 

♦ A 10 9 4 
<7972 
0852 
+743 


Game all; dealer South 
North 
+ 86 
«7Q 105 
010763 
+K865 

East 
♦ 732 
OS643 
0 A 9 4 
+AQ2 

Sooth 
♦ ICQ J 5 
<?AKJ 
OKQJ 
♦J 10 9 


Oh dear! I shall have to give up offering well-meant advice 
and stick strictly to reporting facts. This deal produced a 
peevish letter from a correspoadent. 

The bidding was simple; South opened 2NT and North 
raised to game. West led +4 against 3 NT, obviously 
following my recent suggestion that the lead of a IQ against 
a no-trump contract Implied a strong suit with two higher 
honours- Dummy followed with the six, and East (who had 
clearly noted my other recent point that, rather than make 
an apparently useless attempt with near garbage in 
partner's suit, it was more useful to give a count) 
thoughtfully played foe two to suggest a three-card 
holding. 

When +6 won, declarer still had two guards in spades 
and he attacked clubs. Now it was loo late for the 
defenders to get a long card in any suit working and they 
came to only foe four obvious tricks: a spade, a diamond 
and two dubs. 

Yes. foe lead of ♦ 10 defeats the contract when West 
ducks his partner's next spade return. Yes, East could have 
done everything that was necessary by covering S6 with his 
seven at trick one after which, again, West ducks foe next 
spade return. 

But foe real culprit of the hand was declarer! Why? He 
really should have tried ♦ 8 from dummy at trick one - a 
play foal could hardly cost and would have provided an 
unexpected third stopper in spades. 





BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 


■1*1* 1S m I* 31 II 23 2-t 




— tnujuiu jjiay mt 

cube were in the middle. 

What of our four candidate plays 1 ! 
eliminate play (d). If it * rig bt £ &' 
hit two men, because there wil] be fei 
and because it will lead to winning m 
foe two more passive plays 19/13 S ss 
less control of the outer boards. Hero 

^f^ 10ccju ! db e disastrous and 
19/13 to be superior. So we are down 

asking play ( C) , 0 rfo epassfveplay 

Unless White rolls an immediate 1 oi 

hkefy to end up with two men closed 
will lead to quite a 



players wllhavTa 

board and it will be Blade’s turoto 

him a small favourite. On foe 24 rc 

^olH,or55,B to wm£ 

Hawng given the cube away foh 
move Bi ack should be looking^ 
a swift conclusion. r 



r ooaro, t played 

was gammoned for ary pusflianfa 



T 


i 


4 
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■* First the 
wine, then 
the party 

The best way to learn which 
wtne goes with which food is 
by making an occasion of it, 

£ writes Sally Staples 

At the end of a busy day in the nffln. 
stout-hearted or those nil ■ ffice ’ onl y 

«me courses designed to widen horizon are 

Shle i a ,? >nV ^*?r almOSphere - round a large 6 
able laden with food and wine Anri Twl vL.. 

SfiJStoSST 10 ^ "»* 

Most of the students I met were young 

W ^ Cn " ho wanted to be more ad- 
venturous when buying wine to complement 

tf or u needed l ° know more about 

sei^ng wine when planning to entertain 

Among the few men sipping and sampling 
was a ship broker, Jonathan, who said he was 
embarrassed that he always had to hand ihc 

w ben taking clients out 
to lunch. 1 wanted to know more about what 
wines went with what food, and this course 
does just that.” he said. It's a relaxed and in- 
formal way of learning what 1 need to know.” 

The tutor, Jackie Graves, asks the class to 
bring their own tasting glasses to the venue, at 
Westminster City School in London, and she 
suggests they refrain from eating spicy food at 
lunch time, as this impairs the palate. She be- 
- gins by offering three wines for the students to 
taste. 

On the night I visited, these were chablis ■ 
premier cru, sancerre and chianti classic© - all 
bought from Wine Rack at £7.99 a bottle. 
Everyone was given a tasting sheet and invited 
* to write down their opinion of the wine's ap- 
pearance, bouquet and taste. The emphasis is 
not on what is right or wrong, but on what 
they feel they like. 

“The course is for people who don’t know 
much about wine and want to learn more,” 
said Jackie. “We deal with wines whose names 
they will have come across in restaurants, and 
the idea is to let them explore tastes for them- 
! selves, rather than stipulate that specific wines 
must go with certain dishes.” 

Confidence visibly grew with each sip, and 
even the quieter members of the group start- 
ed volunteering views about the flavour of 
gooseberries, hints of spices, or an oily, but- 
tery texture. 

Once each wine had been tasted and as- 

I sessed. Jackie produced paper plates and plas- 
tic cutlery and started banding out food. First 
came avocado vinaigrette. Everyone was 
asked to taste each wine and write down 
I which one best complemented the dish. Next 
was avocado with a prawn mayonnaise sauce, 
then cold lemon chicken, then plain roast 
chicken with sage and onion stuffing, and fi- 
nally a garlicky duck pate. With six bottles of 
vine between a dozen tasters, and plenty of 
rood on the table, the class developed like a 
iinner party, with eveiyone joining in the dis- 
:ussion. 

Elmar, on accountant, had signed up for 
he course with her flatmates, insurance bro- 
. :er Deborah, and Angela who works for a 
ofrware company. 

“I had been to wine tastings before, but it 
rakes a difference when you are tasting food 
l the same time.” said Elmar. “I eat out quite 
lot and it makes it more interesting to know 
amething about the wine you are drinking. 

^ rise, we all cook in the flat and it's fun to 
ram more about the wine we buy." 

Across the table was Carlos, from Spain,' 

>ho works in the catering industry and wants 
5 be a sommelier. 

Another taster with ambitions for a career 
i cooking was 2 4-year -old E mma , from Es- 
2X. 

“I used to do home economics. I love 
ooking and I eat out a lot, so this course 
ealhr suits me. Another reason I came is that 
heard that loads of men come on it. and you 
jet asked out afterwards. I suppose that’s why 
here are so many women here - they've all 
lean! that," she said with a rueful grin. 

Jackie prefaced the evening with a run- 
down on each wine sampled, so students can 
iearn that chablis is made from the ebardon- 
nay grape and sancerre from the sauvignon 
blanc varietv. She warned against buying a 
cheap £4 bottle of chablis. and urged her stu- 

dents to go only for the premier cru. The next 

- week’s session was to include German nesbng, 
fitou and fleurie. to be tasted with goats 
cheese, Parma ham and melon, lobster pate, 
roast Dork, and pork and mushroom meat 
' loaf. In other sessions, Jackie will deal with 
pudding wines. „ 

At Se end of the evening a voters taken 
on which wine best matched each dish. Jackie 

gave her view, but occasionally she may be 
outvoted bv her students. It may not be Hxh- 
tional, but in 199S, if you prefer a chjann wnb 
avocado vinaigrette, or a chablis with sage and 
onion stuffing - then that s fine. 

The six-week course ^between £27 and £33, 
plus a £50 fee for die food and wine. 
also courses on French wineappreaattoruBoth 
are run by Westminster Adult EfamSer- 

vices (0171 -'*86 1900>’ Jackie Graves also offers 

certificate course at Krrxmgton and Chelsea 
College (0171-573 5333). 
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Off the rails; a wider, wilder view of Kent, above; the coast at Deal, below 


Photograph; John Voos 


White cliffs and bovver boots 


MAlflMr. 



CWI VI 


IKACRb 


Matthew Brace continues 
his series on great short 
railway journeys wrth a 
trip through the seamy 
side of Kent 


In contrast to the other train journeys in this ser- 
ies. this week’s route presents the armchair traveller 
with the grittier side of life in Britain. No one would 
aigue that this trip is picturesque, though it does 
open up part of the South-east that is definitely not 
on the tourist track. To add to your woes, you will 
have to change trains at Ramsgate in order to com- 
plete the trail to our journey's end at Margate. 

The trip starts handsomely enough, with the 
white eltffc of Folkestone and Dover standing 
proudly in the sunlight. They are so quintessen- 
tial ty English, they almost make homecoming feny 
passengers burst into choruses of “Laud of Hope 
and Glory” as they arrive from the Continent Tak- 
ing a train journey along this famous coast, how- 
ever, you realise that the celebrated cliffs are not 
as high and mighty as they sometimes seem. 

lea ving Folkestone en route to Dover, the train 
bowls along next to the Channel shore, with France 
visible on a dear day. The cliffs rising to the land- 
ward side, looked only about 100ft high, a fraction 
of the height they appear from out at sea. Along 
the track, big chunks of chalk that have become 




mmM 
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dislodged are propped up against wire mesh 
fences where they lie looking bizarreiy like blocks 
of feta cheese. 

For a coastal route, this short train journey of- 
fers surprisingly few sea views. You can see the 
waves as you approach the impressive bulk of 
Dover Castle, but they soon disappear behind the 
rooftops of the town. Instead, the track winds inland 
through tunnels cut into the chalk. 

Most of Kent is cosy, characterised by oast- 
houses and small villages, but the landscape on 
this extreme eastern edge is uncharacteristically 
flat and deserted. It is more akin to the country- 
side across the Channel. Anyone who has travelled 
on the Eurostar to Paris will have noticed the dif- 
ference between the relatively cluttered appear- 
ance of central Kent, with its hedges, fields and 
settlements, and the vast, unpopulated expanses 
of Normandy. If the Eurostar followed this route 
through the east of the county before submerg- 
ing. passengers would get a much better idea of 
the sort of sceneiy to expect in France. 

Martin Mill is the first station past Dover, after 




which the train runs through wide, chalky fields. 
Earlier this week, spring was waiting in the wings: 
buds looked almost ready to burst, the smell of 
early blossom filled the air and seagulls were sun- 
bathing in the warm, coastal light. Children at a 
small gypsy encampment stopped hanging out the 
family washing and waved at us as we passed. 

Rom the train you do not see much of the small 
town of Walmer, other than modern, brutal-looking 
bousing estates. But Walmeris well worth noting, 
for it has a significant place in history: this was 
where Julius Caesar is believed to have stepped 
on British soil for the first time. 

After the station here, the train heads for Deal, 
where sheep graze on rugby pitches in the town 
centre, and then on to Sandwich, through more 
fen-like fields. Sandwich has a pretty church and 
clapperboard bouses, common in this part of 
Britain, and a whitewashed windmill on the out- 
skirts of town. Farther down the line is its mod- 
ern equivalent, a wind turbine. 

The train from Folkestone and Dover ends at 
Ramsgate where you must change platforms and 


catch a London train that starts here and heads 
for Victoria station. It was appropriate that I found 
myself squeezed in among a group of middle-aged, 
overweight football fens heading fora London der- 
by between Arsenal and Chelsea. This part of Kent 
has often been described as being Cbckneyfied be- 
yond all recognition. “It was all right before it got 
full of London scum," i later overheard one na- 
tive Margate resident say. 

The fans talked about how well the "boys" 
would do, and whether they would get to Wem- 
bley this year - and they scolded a younger mem- 
ber of the group for not bringi ng enough bags of 
crisps tomunch. They were harmless enough, but 
I was glad I met them as they were cracking open 
their first cans of beer, and not as they were com- 
ing home later that night They chatted through 
Broadstairs, once home to Charles Dickens, and 
into Margate, where 1 got off and left them to it. 

It is a long time since people came to Margate 
for health reasons. A sea-bathing infirmary was es- 
tablabed here in the 18lh century, when il was wide- 
ly thought that salt water was good for the body - 
both for bathing in and for drinking Since then 
Margate has developed a different, and off- 
putting, reputation. During the Seventies and Eight- 
ies it was the battlefield for many a skinhead scrap, 
and today it still has an air of tension and violence. 

After a bag of chips, a stroll through Margate’s 
dirty streets and a swift pint in a run-down pub 
where former addicts were comparing hard drug 
substitutes while their children played under the 
tables,! ran for the next train. This is a part of Kent 
tourists do not usually see, and now 1 know why. 

On the footplate 

When to go: trains run about once an hour and 
the journey takes half-an-hour 
Who to call: National Rail Enquiries 0345 4S4950 
How much: adult day return £6. 10, children (un- 
der 16) day return £3.05 

What to see: hop off at Broadstairs to look at 
Dickens’s house 




WHAT, 

WHEN, 

WHERE 


If you’re not busy flipping pan- 
cakes on Shrove Tuesday, you 
could pop in to the Rjx in Corfe 
Castle, Dorset, and hove a pint 
of Bishop’s Tipple with the ap- 
prentices of the 
Purbeck Marblers 
and Stonecutters. 
Join them at midday 
as they wait to be ad- 
mitted to the an- 
cient order. After a 
ceremony that in- 
volves a penny loaf 
and a peppercorn, 
the Marblers play a 
game of football to 
celebrate their right 
to transport stone 
from the Purbeck 
. quarries to Poole. 
24 Feb, The Fox, 
Corfe Castle, Dorset 
(01929480449). 
Sally Kindberg 


TRAVEL; UK. COOKERY COURSES 


Cookery Courses 

LEITH'S 

School of Food & Wine 

ADVANCED CERTIFICATE 
IN FOOD & WINE 

for 

THE CONFIDENT COOK 

with 

PROFESSIONAL AMBITIONS 

Starts April 14th 1998 

01712290177 

h mMUkjhw rmall-t» fciai l»llbn«— 

21 St Alban's Grew, London WS5BP 


Activity Holidays 


UK Travel 



BALL Y MALOE COOKBIY School. 
Shargarr* Co Oak, Ireland. Far 
drtaftt of our nUoianga of Coak- 
wy, UfMtyis and Gardening 
Courses pleats contact us for a 
brochure. Tet003S3 21046786. 
Fee 00353 21646809. 

Mp^Anew.MywaloecooknTy- 
schooUa 

Special Interest ~f 

BRIDGE a SCRABBLE WEEK- 
ENDS, Elgar; industrial Archaeol- 
ogy. Rural Surprises ft natural 
Heritage Weekends. ACORN 
Acnvmes D1432 B30083 
PAINTING ft POTTERY HOLIDAYS, 
Gouraiet CooMng, Crafts. Pho- 
tography. Decorative I nt erior s, 
Woodwork and Garden Design 
Weekends. ACORN ACTIVITIES 
Dt 432 830063. 


| Activity Holidays 

ACTION HOLIDAYS tor 5 to 15 year 
olds 1 to 4 Kan ratio, telephone: 
01706 814654. 

ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS tar FantHes, 
Couples, Singles and Groups 
ACORN ACTIVITIES 01432 
830063. 

GOLF FOR BBGDMERS, Dxmle tor 
Impravare. Leant In Drive. If otor 
Cycle Training, Laura to Swim. 
ACORN ACTIVITIES 01432 


SAILING ft WINDSURFING HOLI- 
DAYS, White Water Rafting, 
Canoeing, Scuba Diving, Sailing 
6 WMsnikHng. ACORN ACTIVI- 
TIES 01432 830063. 


For FREE colour brochure 

FRCECALL 

0500 
7401 47 

JW.pc)\. co.uk 


SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Quel- 

S r DoMaye with fufl backup. 

fends or longer. Brach: On 448 
721555 

CHILDREN CHALLENGED at MB] 
on the BnKLSamersaL Learn 
srohery.cS mb log .canoeing +27 
more acflvtDos8-i4 yreJUw at 
MulL te ena ger s Brochure 01749 
612307 

ABOUT ARGYLL: Hohland Wearing 
Hoftdsys. Brochure: Diaes 
880274 



UK Travel 


l K. vS: KMLHALD 
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sykes cottages 


Xvfahie Dries & Moots, Borders. 
ansfey -J i The Lakes. The Peik 

345700 

■gVyV-Ta. www.llfti.to.uk/iykes 


English Country 
Cottages 

_ An uNUVAiixn 

choice in England”! 
ffiL lovdimucu. 
jgStpaESffL Free 43ft page 
colour btochare. 
[Mb Kmc 
(BH (099ft) 851111 

EXEZ&QUOTEEWtaCMHni 


IT'S T H E 

ONLY 

^ro chit re 

YOU’LL NEED 


Over 4,000 qucBty cottages 
to choose from throughout 
Britain, from £85 per 
week end £60 per Short 
Break per property. 

otUToanr 

C&tay 2S. 

Holidays 0^04001 



I VOISCOUMTS FOR 

COOPLts 
V 7 PETS Go FREE 

Wi 


• MewKcrtfefcJlMn.Pedi., 




tern BaeLK wt» fatd . farrS • 

m&lrTiWiTi) 

UK Travel also 
appears on page 8. 
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16/WINTER OLYMPICS 




LipinskPs art 
makes lastinj 
impression 


Mike Rowbottom 

reports from Nagano 


AN all-American drama played 
itself out to an astonishing de- 
nouement in the women s fig- 
ure skating final here last night. 
Michelle K.wan, the gold medal 
favourite and media darling, was 
the winner but Tara Upinski, 
the sequinned waif, was the win- 
ningesL 

Looking on as the 15-year- 
old Lipinski took the title with 
an exuberant and almost fault- 
less performance, one experi- 
enced American skating 
observer spoke for a nation. 
“Oh ray God," he said.“Ob my 
God. Un. Believable." 

After her sublime perfor- 
mance at last month’s US 
Championships in Philadelphia, 
where she had recaptured her ti- 
tle from Lipinski, die 17-yeai-old 
Kwan arrived here as most peo- 
ple’s choice for the title. It was 

widely assumed that, if she made 

no mistakes, the gold was hers. 

As she left the ice last night, 
she was smiling broadly. The 
bouquets came bouncing onlo 
the ice from all around the are- 
na. Unlike in Philadelphia, 
where she had scored 15 max- 
imum 6.0 marks, the judges 
were more conservative - she 
had nine out of nine 5.9s for 
artistic impression, but her tech- 
nical merit marks were a little 
down - four 5.8s and five 5.7s. 

Nevertheless, as she left the 
arena, it seemed she had done 
enough to realise the goal to 
winch she has dedicated herself 
for so many years. Upmski, who 
succeeded Kwan as world 
champion last year, had fallen 
in the US championships. But 
this time she was unfaltering - 
radiant, even. As she regis- 
tered each jump and combina- 
tion, her face broke into an 
expression of delight- 

In ihe past, she has been crit- 
icised for being a robotic acro- 


bat without artistic merit. Last 
night her performance had, if 
not the grace of Kwan, then an 
expression of real emotion. At 
the end of her performance, she 
careered into the centre of the 
arena like a kid racing to open 
her Christmas presents, shaking 
her fists in triumph. 

Back in the kiss and tell sec- 
tion, her expression as the first 
line of judges’ marks, for tech- 
nical merit, came up, was mo- 
mentarily one of terror. They 
were significantly better than 
Kwan’s - six 5.9s, three 5.8s - 
and It was as if the enormity of 
what she was about to have con- 
firmed suddenly hit her. 

The next row of figures for 



NAGANO 

19 9 8 


artistic impression - four 5.9s, 
five 5.8s - and a 6-3 split deci- 
sion in her favour installed her 
as the youngest individual gold 
medallist in Winter Games his- 
tory. She is 60 days younger than 
Sonja Heine was when she won 
this title in 1928. 

“I didn't think about win- 
ning, or about beating any- 
body,’ Upinski said. "1 just 
didn't want to come off the ice 
disappointed. I don’t remember 
running at the end. 1 was just so 
happy at the time, because it was 
the Olympics, and 1 had skat- 
ed great-” . . , , 

Coming into last night s tree 
programme in second place af- 
ter Wednesday's short pro- 
gramme had worked in her 
favour. “I always like to be the 
underdog;," sire said. “I was 
very motivated 


Kwan said she had come off 
the ice happy with her own per- 
formance, but accepted that it 
had not matched her inspira- 
tional effort at last month’s na- 
tional championships. “In 
Philadelphia I was mote free, I 
was flying," she said. “Tonight 
1 was more cautious. I took my 
tmn* and did one thing at a time. 

It seemed Like I was in my own 
world, like I didn’t open up and 
really let go. 

In contrast, Upinski emot- 
ed from the start “It was one 
of the best performances I have 
ever given, both technically and 
emotionally," she said. Kwan 
did not contest the award of the 
title - but then she had not seen 
Upinski skating, choosing to 
talk to her mother instead. 

“There was disappointment 
when I saw Tara’s marks," she 
said. “And a few team. But Tm 
going to keep fighting. I'll be at 
the 2002 Olympics, so there is 
one more shot I will only be 21 
-who knows? But I think I can 
walk away from her happy. Be- 
cause -e’est la vie, right? How- 
ever hard you work, you cannot 
guarantee you are going to win 
gpld. The medal isn’t the colour 
I wanted, but Til take it. 

The spectacle was likely to 
have been a gold medal one as 
far as the US TV rights hold- 
ers to the Games, CBS, were 
concerned. After seeing the 
US and Canada drop out or 
contention for tomorrow's ice 
hockey final, they needed all the 
ratings they could get. 

When Upinski was just two 
years old, her father. Jack, re- 
called last night, she watched the 
1984 Summer Games in Los 

Angeles on TV. Seeing a medal 

ceremony, she took a copper- 
. ware bowl, turned it upside 
down and stood on lop of it. 
“She asked her mum for flow- 
ers and a ribbon," Jack Upin- 
ski said, “She didn't know there 
was a medal." 
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Results from the Winter Olymp.cs 


By Chris Moore 

in |-4agano 

IN the land of the Rising Sun. 
Sean Olsson still had to endure 
the longest night of his bob- 
sleighing career knowing 
Britain's first medal of the Win- 
ter Olympics was within grasp. 

The British champion and 
his Zanussi crew of fellow para- 
trooper Dean Ward, civvy 
Courtney Rumbolt and Royal 
Marine Paul Aitwood. were m 
second place overnight in the 
four-man competition after 
heavy rain forced the cancella- 
tion of yesterday s second run 
on Nagano's Spiral track. 

And for once, rain was good 
news for British sporting aspi- 
rations because a three-run 
race offers more of an advan- 
tage to crews already in the 
medal positions than those 
looking to catch up. ... 

Olsson had promised that 
the British quartet would be 
“awesome" off the top and he 
was true to his word as they 
smashed the previous start 
record from the No 1 slot m the 

draw. cr> 

Their time over the first du 
metres of 4.83 seconds was 
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only bettered by Germany’s 
Christoph Langen who clocked 
a staggering 4.78 seconds on 
way to snatching the lead m a 
new track record time of 52.70- 
But Olsson, who produced 
the run of his life to get down 
in 52.77 - just 0.6 seconds out- 
side the previous track record 
- still clocked the fastest speed 
of 130kph. 

‘We’ve got to be more than 


gone so far," said the 30-year- 
old Para, seeking to become 
Britain’s first Olympic medal 
winner since Tony Nash drove 
Robin Dixon to gold in Inns- 
bruck 34 years ago. Since then 
Britain have not won an 
Olympic medal outside the ice 

rink. . 

At the last Winter Olympics 
in LOlehammer, when Olsson 
finished eighth, team-mate 
. .1- CCiL tine the 


Photograph; Reuters 


best British performance in the 
four man since Frederick 
McEvqy won the Bronze medal 
at Garmish-Partenkirchen in 
1936. “Td have obviously settled 
for being in a medal place at the 
end of the first day, so it’s 
tremendously pleasing to be 
right up there," said Olsson, 
“but we’ve still got it all to do 
over the final two runs. 

-We won both our world cup 

,i WintPT+wrU 


and La Plagne this season in 
rainy conditions so hopefully 
mar's a good omen. 

Olsson held a 0.11-second 
advantage over third-placed 
Christian Reich of Switzerland, 
and was D.16sec ahead of the 
previous track record holder. 
Brian Shinier of America who 
was in fourth place. 

Under Olympic rules, a min- 
imum two runs must take place 
for medals to be awarded. At 
Grenoble in 1968, Eugenio 
Monti won the Gold over two 
runs after officials cancelled the 
second day because of a thaw. 
The same had happened in Si 
Moritz in 1928 while, four years 
later in Lake Placid, the four- 
man event was delayed until af- 
ter the closing ceremony. 

Having gone off first 
lerday. Olsson put the Union 
Jack at the top of the Olympic 
leader board for the first time 
since Tout and Lenny Paul led 
the two man competition after 
the first two runs al Albertville 

in 1992. . . 

However, they slipped back 
on the second day to finish sixth 
- which was the only reminder 
Olsson needed yesterday to 
take nothing for granted. 
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Sy “Words cant eve. 
Scribe how bad I feel. »4 
the 37-year-old Gretzky, whj 

holds or shares 61 NHL reccndi 

and has won four Stanley Cup^ 

-Each and every time I P ul pM 
that Canadian sweater, I m 

proud. Thais so tough. , 

His American NHL tolj 
leagues clearly found defeat! 
tougher still. United Stated 

players smashed windows and 

damaged Olympic village rooms 1 
in the wake of the team s early' 
exit from the tournament,^? 
police and tournament officials •. 
have announced. i 

However, officials were not .; 
planning to file criminal charges • 
bui wffl seek financial com- . 

peusadon for damages from the . 

incident, which took place less , 
than three hours after the . 
“Dream Team" lost 4-1 to the 

Czechs in the quarterfinals. 

Olympic village offieiafe had , 
tried to assess the damage on 
Wednesday night after the US 
delegation leader reported the . 
incident, but respected a request 
that they wait until the athletes 
had left the village. Exact! - 
how many players wer 
involved and the extent of th 
damage was not certain. 

spokesman added. 

This was not the first case < ^ 
vandalism at these Games: ti 
Austrian .snowboarding wor 
champion, Martin Freindanei 
had his Games accreditatit 
revoked by delegation offici: 
after trashing his hotel room 
the wake of a disappoint!* , 
Olympic showing. 

Having a sm ashin g time y< 
terday, in the strictly legal sen; , 
was the Italian Deborah Coi 
pagnoni, who went into t 1 
Olympic record books wh i 
she won the women’s gic t. 
slalom for her third gold mei [ 
in three successive Games. 

The 27-year-old won im^. 
combined time of 2min 50-59; : 
to finis h more than a 15;: 
ahead of second-placed Ales; 
dra Meissnitzer of Austria as ; 
became the first female Alpi 
skier to manage such i 
Olympic run. 

Compagnoni won her fi . 
gold in the Super-G 
Albertville in 1994 and th 
took the giant slalom two ye: 
later in Lille hammer befir 
yesterday’s success. 
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ON THE 
ODDBALL 
WINTER 
GAMES 


the SYMBOLIC doves of 

peace had been released at ffie 

opening ceremony - inflatable 

doves in this case, bumping and 
rising into the grey sky like a 
stream of air bubbles. 

proclaiming themselves as 
the “Games from the Heart, 
Tigethervritii Love”, the 18th 
Winter Olympics were offi- 
cially underway. . 

Turning from the teJev^on, 

I pressed on with my work un- 
tiflwas distracted by what 

rounded like someoneonra^ 

ine for an election. The voice, 

that of a woman. And she was 
roeakmg in English. 

“IOC go home. You are all 
’ assholes. You have shit for 
brains. You are all such bloody 
bastards... 


Staring down from my sev- 
enth-floor window at the busy 
road intersection below I saw a 
tall, white van, its sides covered 
in slogans, driving slowly along 

with te lights flashing 

-Go home Samaranch, you 

have shit for brains. Kiss my ass, 

Mr Prick. 1 really hate to speak 

° The rhetoric continued, 
even though the van had now 
been manoeuvred to a stand- 
still by two white cars full of 

men who, 1 could only assume. 

were- plain-clothes police. 
Grabbing my coat, I went out 
to take a closer look. 

Whoever the protesters 
were they had. made an im- 
pressive job of the slogans, 

which were Japanese on oa f 

side and English on the other. 


“One Million of Trees were 
killed. $20 billion of tax were 
gone. Dirty noble Samaranch. 
Burglar Tsutzumi. Sex King 
Clinton. The Sun Murdoch. 

. Queen Elizabeth spoiled rich- 
est. Vatican. Monsanto. Coke. 
No Yakuza. No IOC. Go home. 
F_ you s-o-b. Sponsored by 
Cathay Pacific Airways." 

If the Sex Pistols had ever 
released a second album, it 
would have done nicely for the 

cover. , , . 

These people were clearly 

not happy about many things. 
The van doors were covered 
with photocopies of a 1 989 sto- 
ry in The Sun concerning right- 
wing Japanese protests against 
tire Queen. The Sun’s hugely 
amusing cartoon of the time, 
showing Prince Pbilip baring his 


backside to the coffin of Em- 
peror Hirohito, also featured. 

Returning to my room, I set- 
tied down to work once again. 
Presently, my labours were dis- 
turbed by a woman’s voice. And 
she was speaking in English. 

“Go home Samaranch. Go 
home IOC, You are all assholes 
and sons of bitches..." 

The van was heading slow- 
ly back into ihe centre of 
Nagano, accompanied bv the 
two cars. 

Why it was allowed to do so 
was beyond comprehension. 
Could it be that the police did 
not understand English suffi- 
ciently to realise whai was be- 
ing said? Thai seemed 
unbelievable. 

A member of a Japanese 
television crew, who had abo wii- 


nessed the protest, told me it had 
been allowed to proceed on the 
basis of freedom of speech. 
That too seemed unbelievable. 
But then there are many things 
about these Games which have 
been hard to credit 

Witnessing the thunderous 
collision of national egos in the 
ice hockey match between 
Canada and the United States, 

I had difficulty reconciling the 
mayhem of general play with 
the music which punctuated it. 

Canada's bear- with -a-so re- 
bead captain, Eric Lindros, 
rips an opponent's headguard 
off with the ferocity of his 
challenge. But suddenly all the 
players arc idly gliding and cir- 
cling as Reginald Dixon-type 
organ music marks a break in 
the action. 


Play resumes. The US play- 
er Gary Suter is slammed into 
the hoards by a double body- 
check. Suddenly more organ 
music to the tune of “If you're 
happy and you know it" breaks 
the flow. And the audience dap. 

The incongruity is fascinat- 
ing. It’s like playing “The Mag- 
ic Roundabout" at a Mike 
Tyson fight. 

And yet the organisers are 
clearly arcrious to avoid the 
wrong kind of accompaniment. 
“Please refrain from making 
noise that may interfere with 
the game," we were warned by 
the announcer 

As curious, in a different way, 
are the scenes played out in the 
“loss and cry" comer of the fig- 
ure skating rink. 

You are a female skater. 


You have just fallen on your 
backside while attempting your 
first triple axel. You have sub- 
sequently bottled out of your 
triple loop and now you have 
returned to sit alongside your 
large, fur-coated coach and 
await the judges' marks. 

The cameras zoom into vour 
face. Your make-up is smudged 
with tears. As you look up and 
see the first set of marks - 4.1, 
3.9, 4.1... - you are obliged to 
make small talk. Here come the 
second set of marks for artistic 
impression. 4.0, 4.1. 4.2... 

How wonderful it would be 
to see a cornered under-achiev- 
er rise and give the nine judges 
a one-fingered salute, I don't 
know how these skaters put up 
with it. You wonder why they 
don't protest. 
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Trinidad’s exotic 
panorama of 
cricket classics 

Over the last fortnight the pic- 
turesque panorama of the Queen's 
Park Oval in Bart of Spain, Trinidad, 
has provided the backdrop to two of 
the most compelling Test matches of 
modern times, which more than 
made up for the fiasco in Kingston. 

From the enthralled observers of 
the President’s Box (bottom) to a 
noisy crowd where the umbrella was 
the ultimate accoutrement - being 
useful against both sun and rain - 
the atmosphere was always good- 
humoured despite the tension of 
both games. Even the toss seemed 
to be fun and there could be no more 
appropriate antidote for the anxious 
appetite than hot roti - a fantastic 
farrago of fried meat or vegetables 
and potato wrapped in bread. 

One of England’s most memo- 
rable moments in the second Tfest was 
the dismissal of the West Indies 
captain, Brian Lara, caught by 
Michael Atherton (right) off Angus 
Fraser in the first innings. England's 
most successful bowler in the 
Caribbean now seems to be univer- 
sally known as “the old warboree” and 
his stock in trade, apart from accu- 
racy, is a peculiar hangdog expres- 
sion which is best seen when runs are 
being scored off him (left). 

When the dust settled the series 
was level at 1-1, with ah to play for 
as the Caribbean carnival moves on 
to Georgetown, Guyana, for the 
fourth Test, which starts on Friday 
27Februaiy. 

0 Copies of these photographs -and 
any others by the Independent and 
Independent on Sunday photogra- 
phers David Ashdown, Peter Jay and 
Robert Hallam- can be ordered by 
telephoning 0171 293 2534. 
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Has the banker got a hero’s heart? 


Cheltenham is less than a month away and 
the Irish have their cash ready to pile on this 
year's certainty. Richard Edmondson reports 


THERE are priests and pros- 
titutes at the Cheltenham Fes- 
tival, but the profession which 
most interests the visiting Irish 
is the hanker, and that does not 
mean the plutocrats from the 
City. 

The Irish banker is in fact a 
horse which appears at Chel- 
tenham every 12 months. If it 
loses it is tremendous news for 
the bookmakers. It it wins it is 
tremendous news for just about 
everyone else, the thousands 
that back it and the service in- 
dustries of Cotswolds restau- 
rants, hotels and watering holes 
that meet their every need. 
The people who attend in ad- 
dition to the priests probably do 
better business as well. 

The burden of stimulating 
the Gloucestershire economy in 
under four weeks' time at Na- 
tional Hunt racing's fiesta will 
fail on a white-faced horse ad- 
mirably built for carrying such 
a load. Florida Pearl looks as 
though be belongs in a circus, 
albeit not under a spangled ac- 
robat but rather as pan of the 
elephant troupe. 

The six-year-old is a massive 
horse with a similar reputation 
and if his unbeaten record is ar- 
rested in the Royal SunAJ- 
Hance Novices' Chase the faces 
in the stands will be longer than 
a gasman's mackintosh. 

Florida Pearl is trained in the 
Danoli country of Co Carlow by 
Willie Mullins. Willie knows 
what it is like to win at the Fes- 
tival as both jockey and trainer, 
and, most of all, he knows what 
it is like to be supervising a na- 
tional treasure. He was assistant 
to his father Paddy during the 
incredible years of “The Mare". 
Dawn Run reached such 
celebrity that like ” Himself" 
before her, she became recog- 
nised by the simplest of epithets. 

Florida Pearl could not be 
more different from her in tem- 
perament. “Everyone that 
comes to the yard wants to see 
him and he's such a lovely laid- 
back horse that he smells and 
nuzzles them and everything," 
Mullins says. “Dawn Run was 
completely different. It was a job 
even to get in her box and even 
then you could do it only on her 
terras. Once you were in there 
she’d keep her eye on you all the 
time so you had to be careful." 

Indeed, they still talk at 
Doninga of the day Dawn Run 
kicked a vet square in the chest 
as he was trying to administer 
an injection. Everyone who saw 
the medico travelling through 


an expansive parabola felt sore 
he would land dead until the 
loop ended in a pile of straw. 

Florida Pearl has already 
proved he is good by handing 
out several thrashings. Now 
connections are hoping that, like 

Dawn Run, be will also ^ujw the 
great courage that only the 
finest possess. “You get plenty 
of horses who can show you 
speed and go past another, but 
not so many who can come bade 
when another comes at them" 
Mullins says. “And then there's 
the very few who keep coming 
back two or three times against 
the very best horses. You need 
that heart that Dawn Run bad. 
Defeat wasn't in her vocabulary 
and I'm just hoping he’s going 
to be the same." 

Willie Mullins was riding on 
Irish trades while still under the 
tutelage of Cistercian monks at 
boarding school. His first con- 
tact with Cheltenham glory 
came when Hazy Dawn won the 
National Hunt Chase in 1982. 
Roly Daniels, the country singer 
and mare's owner, celebrated by 
warbling through Danny Boy in 
the unsaddling enclosure. 

That day, a St Patrick's Day. 
is said to be the only occasion 
Ural Paddy Mullins, Hazy 
Dawn's trainer, has ever shown 
emotion at the racecourse. It was 
the first time one of his offspring 
had partnered a Festival winner. 

Two years later, and the day 
after Dawn Run had won the 
Champion Hurdle, Willie 
Mullios won the National Hunt 
Chase again with Macks Friend- 
ly. It was an afternoon when the 
jockey wondered if he bad over- 
done the partying the night be- 



Btte but no malice: The friendly Florida Pearl after his latest win with WOIte Mullins (right) Photograph: Caroline Norris 


fore. As he swung into the 
straight on Macks Friendly he 
could not see the final fence and 
initially believed he had strayed 
on to die hurdles course. Only 
when the last obstacle appeared 
out of the shadow of the stands 
did the self-admonishment stop. 

The six-times amateur 
champion is perhaps most fa- 
mous for the two distinct orbits 
be used to take around the race- 
course, either a Mercury or a 
Pluto but nothing in between. 
In winning the 1983 Fbxhunteis 
at Liverpool on Atha Cliatb he 
piloted a course so tight that his 


boots were scoured with paint 
on his return. Yet in soft ground 
in particular, a favoured Mullins 
tactic was to go right round the 
outside in search of better go- 
ing. Sometimes it worked, but 
other times they had to go out 
looking for him with torches. 

However, by the time he had 
partnered Wither Or Which to 
success in the Festival bumper 
two years ago the infatuation 
was disappearing. “I was getting 
off horses still concentrating on 
the race and not able to com- 
municate properly with the 
owners," Mullins says. “By the 


end I wasn't enjoying it. People 
told me that when I stopped rid- 
ing I would miss it desperately. 
I haven’t". 

Now, aged 41, Mullins is 
happily established at Oosutton, 
dose to his father’s yard. About 
200 yards from the stables is a 
reminder of where most dreams 
end, the village graveyard. 

The trainer tells you he is not 
a natural worrier, but it is not 
a message that nature itself 
forwards. The top of Mullins's 
head reveals that the good 
Lord has taken some of his hair 
away to save for later. 


Indian Arrow and Ottowa ready for the long haul 


By John Cobb 


THE mysteries of race-planning 
dictate that today’s two most 
valuable races are -both Grand 
National rehearsals. Chepstow's 
version, the John Hughes Grand 
National Trial, promises to be 
the most informative with the 
Aintree entrants River Mandate, 
St Mellion Fairway and Destin 
D’Estruval among the runners, 
while at Newcastle Scotton 
Banks, Samlee and Linden’s 
Lotto are worthy of considera- 
tion for the National itself. 

Typically, though, what wins 
today may have little bearing on 
the result on 4 April The novice 
Ottowa (2.13), deemed too im- 
mature for Aintree, can take 


Chepstow' s trial and prove that, 
despite being fortunate to win 
at Gttoxeter last time when 
Kamikaze's pilot ejected and left 
the race to Paul NicboUs's 
charge, he is a considerable 
force in his own right 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Muskhill 
(Chepstow 1.15) 

NB: Lake Kariba 
(Warwick 3.40) 

Newcastle’s trial, the Eider 
Chase, may fall to Indian Arrow 
(3.05), a horse who bad beeD 
campaigned almost exclusively 
over two miles until a couple of 
months ago. When he was tried 
over a distance of ground at 


Wincanton last time he proved 
a revelation and, although he 
maybe too far out of the hand- 
icap to make an impact at Ain- 
tree, he should be able to cope 
with another horee stepping 
up in trip here. Linden’s Lotto. 

Chepstow's opener may go 
to Muskhill (1.15). who was 
bred by Pat Eddery and was put 
through his paces by the former 
champion Flat jockey this week 
His trainer, David Nicholson, 
runs two in this event and may 
also be on the mark in the 
novice hurdle at Warwick with 
Samuel WUderspin (4.10). 

A trial for Cheltenham’s 
Arkle Chase is the main attrac- 
tion at Warwick and Lake Kari- 
ba (3.40), who fell in the early 


stages of a race at Ascor last 
time, may just outpoint Ash well 
Boy. There are mom fop novices 
on show at Chepstow, where 
Fiddling The Facts (3.45) can 
outjump Escartefigue. 

• Nick Henderson has advised 
bookmakers to remove Sharps 
cal from Champion Hurdle bet- 
ting because the horse has a leg 
problem. Sharpical, as low as 
14-1 for Cheltenham, took a 
knock during his impressive 
win in the Tote Gold Trophy last 
week “It’s responding," Hen- 
derson said. “But we are never 
going to take chances with this 
horse and it's unlikely he’ll run. 
I'm not ruling him out com- 
pletely but for betting purpos- 
es he has to come ouL" 


There have been stories em- 
anating from Ireland that 
Mullins already considers Flori- 
da Pearl to be as good as Dawn 
Run and the only remaining 
question is whether he will 
transpire to be the equal of 
Arkle. This, however, was not 
the tone of our conversation. 

Indeed, Willie Mullins is a 
worried man when he considers 
bow fortunate he has been with 
the bay's health. Bacteria does 
not stay away for ever, and not 
all the stones are kicked off the 
gallops each morning. 

In addition, there is the con- 
cern that a beast which showed 
as much flashing acceleration as 
Florida Pearl did in last year’s 
Cheltenham bumper may not 
have the stamina for National 
Hunt’s most prized assignment. 
“He stayed a trip in a point-to- 
point but obviously it’s different 
against top-class horses," Mull- 
ins says. “We're just hoping he 
runs well this year and earns a 
Gold Cup entry next year. 

“When people buy a horse, 
no matter what it costs, they al- 
ways dream it’s going to be a 
Festival horse. About 99 times 
out of a hundred they’re dis- 
appointed so at least we're 
somewhere with this one. 

“I know people are looking 
at him now, and I have to keep 
telling myself that he’s just a 
horse." But Florida Pearl is 
much, much more. He’s not just 
a horse. He’s the banker. 


Lingfield 


HYPERION 

1-50 Kl Chi Saga 2.20 Aquavita 2.55 Without 
Friends 3.25 Witcftfinder 3.55 Ihngerine Flyer 
4.25 Call The Boss 4.55 Italian Symphony 


B 00500/ OLD GOLD N TAN (J22) JftxlOn57 tl JlarikiDiyv* 

9 30005 RFSN0HTER (B) (□] P(\nJy97D Amanda SsidKS 6 

V 00060 SARUU {9) (CO) J Long C7 C .GBanMIB 

-lOdedarad- 

Mbvnisn vrtight TsIlCto True w&gH&:RipfKmr73tBlh Sa/wi 7S 7%. 
BETTING: 74 IQ CM Saga, 1M Axeman, 11-a Fancy Design, lyraiaan 
Dancer, 7-1 Croagh ftftfcfc. 13-1 Knre Magfc.25-1 others 


B DOOM KLMEENAIADY(25) J Fw4 64 A McCarthy (5) 9 

9 04W3 <*A7 CHIEF (17) a* .tows 5 BS F Norton 8 

-SdKtand- 

BETUNG: S3 Cheerful Groom. 7-2 trwocahon. 4-1 Wttiout Friends, 
AOmaft Mata, 7-1 Bodcy Waters. 10-1 GrttoChW.ia-1 others 


GOING: Stow STALLS: hade, except SI S w (outskJrt 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for 51 & 81 

• Left-hand, sharp oourea (EqutracL surface! 

• Ojiw is SE at »taj wi B3te6. Staton adjoins couree. ADWUS- 
StOffc Ctjb 4 Painty Endosue CO CAR PARK: CWj £3; rest free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moon 7&4OT (131%). R Hannon 48- 
336 P3.7H Lord Huntingdon 4CKZ06 f»2%l J Berry 32-154 pQSte) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A dark 70-549 fCBteJ, S Whitworth SI- 
334 153%). D Holland 45-207 (217%). J Quinn 33-623 &3%) 

• FAVOURITES: 70T-21T2 (330*) 

BLMKERED FIRST UMB: Hirers IBagfe. Sandbfcmar 050): For- 
aottew Times (veorod] (325): Call Trio Boss (4S) 


— oTTj OSPREY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 
ifyj added 2m 


3.25 


«WTI CHAHAYA TIMOR (14) (D) WssSWtertB OO.S Whitworth 3 

006-n SHSHFF(11)(CD)J)*i7811 M Mercy 5 

-4202 THE CAN 7HJ. (12) (Q a Judes 4 90 DtanUcKamaZ 

46546- COLBTOOE (Z13)(CD) JShertanOB tJ A Cartel B 

CKBSt ftUJSANOER (9) (d S 00*4 68 POos(S)6 


2-0562 AQUAVITA (B}JS Moors 471) A McCarthy®* 

-fl declared - 

Unmtn we&& 7s 10b TnnKsn&cap weight Aquata 7a 6b. 
BETTING: w ShariR. 1-1 ChetaryaTImot 6-1 Aryavtta, 7-1 Urns CanTM. 
Meander, 2S-1 Coleridge 


1.50 


MERUN SELUNG HANDICAP (CLASS 
F) (DIV I) £3,000 added 1m 

00M1 KI CHI SAGA (7) (CO) GL Moore 6 DO SWW*irth7 

W32Q FANCY DESKaN (23) PHfctalSSO A McCarthy 0)3 

04)320 AXEMAN (7) (Bf) N Uttrodwi 6 8 H A Defy (3) J 

40.60. TYROLEAN DANCER (J23) AQsOTtxrtan4&n 

— RStodhokim (7J 10 

QOMJ- CROAGH PATRICK (J10) J Far B 8 5 — DanaOTWDI 

60*40 RIVERS MAQC (7) J Bndgnr 5 e 3 G Sauteed 2 8 

SOW SANDBLASTER (19) (D)W TUner 56 0-RC-Boutclier (7) SB 


2.55 


MERUN SELUNG HANDICAP (CLASS 
F) (DIV II) £3,000 added 1m 

1 2M1 WmOUTFR&IDSm(CO)jF«tttHeyes49D,AAanob5 

2 0303) AlliNSOffS MATE f!2J (CD) T D Saron D S 7 

KMiartayHart(S)iB 

3 66543 INVOCATION (7) (GO) G L Abort II 95 A CM3 

4 446322 CHEERFUL GROOM (8) DShw»7BT .Decten O'Shee 4 

5 M066 BUJEtAMP(ii)flr(!rwn4Bii AWcOonaZ 

O' OEMt ROCKY WATERS (23) (CJ MUtarSB D — OR McCabe BB 
7 00036 OVERTHEMOONt5)NUttmoden486.. ._AWhatan7 


FAUCETS SPEEDY CLASSIC HANDICAP 
(CLASS C) £7,750 added 6f 

1 51)1-0 APOLLO RH) pS) (CO) GL Moore fl DO — Candy Morris B 

2 SMB SPESJY CLASSIC (16) (CD) MHeNwSb 99C- J*Cte*B 

3 31-111 WTTOflNDER (14) (C) Ms L Stubbs 6 95. .S Whitworth 4 V 

4 fl»»- SHAi5TArHQU , <133)(QTOGLMm494....KWtaW 

5 25001 RQ80 MASK (18) (CD) L Mcrtagje Hal 6 9 1 W Ryan 7 

B -36434 SCISSOR RJOGE (14) (CO) Jandgar6 09 _RStudhokne(7)2 

7 050-46 JUST L0UI (17) (CD) K Bute 4 87 _ — D Sweeney R) 5 V 

8 00060 FORGOTTEN TIMES (16) (CO) K tan 4 66.. .JtCaifbtelV 

9 DCOM XRYStALMAX(l2)P^TOBanm57 0- JOrt»riByHartP)3 

t> 32052 KEAVEMY ABST0NE (7) (BF) P cwrs 371) 

.A McCarthy (3) B V 

- 10 declared- 

Motown mgtt m 10b True Ivndcap wipe H*wer»y Atetar* 753-96. 
BETTING: MWcttlnder, 5-1 Robe Magic, 11-8 Sr a t at ayftoty, 6-1 ApoL 
k> Red, 6-1 Speedy Classic, Scissor Ridge, km others 


4.25 


Mwrun wagK 7H fob True fcndfcap setgftc Mss Banana TMflfc 
BETTING: 10-11 Tangerine Byes 3-1 Vtato Alegre, 4-1 Rad Psjs*L 1(M 
Mbs Bananas. 20-1 Ybung Ibnr 

BARN OWL MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £5,000 added 1m 

5- GRAND OVATION (273) DOa^tw 4 9 12. J S«4 7 

-43344 MANKATO P)DCosgo»4 9 C. RSbefcotete (1) 5 

033- SEVBVTr<2l1)WHag3K4012 Fl*nd?6 

CALLTHE BOSS J Noseda 3 B 7 G Carter 4 0 

CEADMLEFAKJERkgramSB? .TAaMsyl 

06- IHSTBnRW0f(8S)PPArtel3B7 N0ey3 

006- CAPTIVATING (186) R Kamon 3 B 2 JQuhsi2 

-7d*ctersd- 

BEnwa- 8-11 Cal TteBo^MSwertty, 5-1 Csptralwg, 10-1 !&«*»■ 
to, 14-1 Grand Owhon, 25-1 Mhter 33-1 Csad IHs Fa»e 

HARRIER LIMITED STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 7f 


4.55 


3.55 


BUZZARD HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 3YO 5f 

1 0CC-6 VISTA ALECK: (17) (C) (BF) P Makri 0 7 . . D Grtfltfis f5 3 

2 B01-T1 TANGERINE H3ER (SB) (CO) J Berry 95 -P Roberts (3) 5 

3 13564- YOUM5IBNR(2a9(D)P&ons93 A UeCarBy (S) 2 

4 2-25S1 RED PEPPB> 01) (W PHowtaBO JQ*w4 

5 »3at MSS BANANAS (9)7 817 U NCabtol 

-5 declared- 


. 0B2n (TAUANSYMPHONY(7)(CO)PEwns4 9G 

JlMeCsrbyfflBV 

2 -2201 ROB6LUONt11)rat*sLS«ibte79lO OaneOTftllS 

3 -00148 BLUE FUfER (7) (CO) Rkqrem598 AUeCBonsSB 

4 2SQ5 CASREASIdJACK(7)(CD)Prtarini}498 — SMMta>fi)2 

5 -10220 THEATRE MAGIC (J)(D)DShwr 59 B J Coring 4 

6 00030 PMUSTAR (17) P) K Biite 5 9 fi — DSWwr»y(^5 

7 CB206 RAID BLANCO pO)GLMoBe79 5 .OndfMortteB 

B 00400 SERGEANT M> (121 1 PWttel3e3 M Henry 7 

9 044. N SCOTLAND BAY (3? (CO P FbafcnnOB (7)1 

-9dsciarad- 

BErnWG: Oi Mbt Symphony, 5 -i ftobeaon, H PMBsn; ScottendSay, 
7-1 Theatre Magic, PMo Btann, 0-1 Bm Ftysr. 12-1 Oban 


Windsor 


HYPERION 

2.25 Polar Lord 3.00 John Dmmm 3^0 Sha- 
diann 4.00 Symbol Of Success 4^0 Tlafl Boss 
5.00 No Pattern 


BETTING: OS John ttounn, 4-1 SpeedarsB Prince, 134 RvtmBtk 6-1 
One Word, Rsfists,2S-1 St a rdante 


GOING; Good to Firm (Firm In places). 

• figwMFeS/tr cam LM( «rth sheup Bans, ar*l long atra£h& 

• Couree e N of town on A3Q8 near juKtion 6 d M*. Stanore el 
Wndsor Central and Windsor Riwerade ADMtSSfON: OuD 5W; 
Tattoreals CX); Sher T5ng EL CAR PARK: CU) £2: rest Cl 

• LEADING TRAINERS: K Bailey -££7 (263%) Miss H Knight 
SV59 (*53%t N Henderson MS (S®%) T ftretor (385%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: M A Fitzgerald ©« {208%). 0 GMtagher 
7-SI (13.7%). N Witfermon 6-80 (*»). J R Kararugft M* (H.7%) 

• FAVOURITES: 90-256 (352%) 

BUNKERS) FIRST TIME: None 


o -an] HATCH BRIDGE NOVICE HURDLE 
l (CLASS B) £10,000 added 4YO 2m 

1 P ABAJANY (14) U Oomcn Ti 0 0 Byrne 

2 0ICX TURPIN (F10) BStaari it 0 IteHWtatey 

3 KS1SEY BEAT (F206) G L Moore it 0 - — ' J R Kwanagh 

4 6 MPUA (91) I BriAig tt 9 JAMcCwflry 

6 OF SHAOANN (51) P LUrty « 0 PtfldB 

8 004 TO*nWLOfl(CSi)fS6(0)pF)DBsr*0rthl1D...PHofcy 

7 O TYROLEAN DREAM fUJ (CCO MTririiwan O.-RThomtcn 

8 SCAafTCHE3Ca(T9T22)MU5rwt)9_ ...JLawance 

-SdRfartd- 

BETT1MG: S4 Tyrolean Dream, d-1 lbn TUor, 5-1 Mansy Beat, Pspua, 
6-1 Dick TutfAi, 19-1 ShtoSm, 1 6-1 Scartet CmceM, 29-1 AbRaoy 


2.25 


KING JOHN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3,750 added 2m 6f 110yds 

1 flZ30 IVORS FUfTTHT pi) (taj)D0Bob 911 G.MrSDmckfR 

2 62603 CHABROL (FT® John BteryB tie PH* 

3 -P2G2 BEUYH0TG2)(P)DGrMel61i1 JRKmoagh 

4 033/FI IBOWJGHTABdfltO JSpB#»tg7in— Eh*JBtdP) 

5 ODD flR0UeWTW8W2E(11)W»*O30n71>0- -PHOfcf 

6 50(4 DENHY8 GOLD (W)R Cues BriO -J Le** 

7 oou FOUNTA«VttL£(12)Mlbd8w*Sil9 — JGekMsftitf 

IS-& J0NGS4AHDTAVBWffl05)OSlBteoo37ll0 — 

SoptteUfcdieB® 

354 UtTLECflWilPllNPnO® ,B[, ' DB *® n ®~ r, ^ A * , ^* ,,,,r 

CPMO DJDCTS CWCHKfflA (S8) M Compcn 7 n 0. .T Dascanbe 

+2056 WTY CLASS (97) CBw*s6 1)0- - .-SftfW 

3t POLAR LORO (2^ KaatyP flO. HrBRMfcyP) 

DP «KCOflRE(11)PHt*055nO . JPOcty 

444 & SPENCfflSTAmjNEp2)GBemeRoe5TIOJ)J , fc®d'J 

Ofi) cas«A(8B)N fettle 8100. 

033-F4 LUCRATIVE PE* (53) 1*3 C Ctf* 6 IQ 9 CWaW:(31 

-Ifidedaed- , 

BEnWG: 7-4 Iw t FMJro M Be My Mot, 8-1 Mooniid* A* Peter 
19-1 ChObraL Lfitt a Crumptet. 14-1 Broughtoo Bbze, 16-1 oOws 


MAGNA CARTA NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 5f 

jOHNt»nn*i(7)PH’Wttw7Tno_ __SMcNrti 

3M2U ONE WORD (3) 0 Viters 6 It 3 ibSDw adtH 

2W3- R4F7ERS (477) (D) J M Brariey 6 ti 3 J RKawna tfr 

04S3F SPffl)WQLPRWCEMNl»SmOB»50fl3JG(*«Bb(7) 

OOf STMDAimppjRtflflfiflS. — — -*}?* *? 

6M& TROUVAILLE (57) AUttbI 7 H 3— -M MB* 8 P) 

-6dsdaied- 


|4-00| H>CAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 3m 

1 1FCF4 SYWXOFSUCCSS tqnOW**ts7D O-USOMdiN 

2 flEDJASOMS BOtpOf JMBoasyB* 7 RThcrnto 

-adadatad- 

BETTING: *7 >taaon% Boy, 11-B Symbol Of Scccess 


4.30 


STAINES HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 


E) £4,000 added 2m 5f 

1 -8P143 TRAIL BOSS (61) ISssHKnd*7Tl t> MrSOwack^) 

2 ^4683 MANMOOO(1»^CBro£te7ne SHeHeS 

a -PS354 COURT MAST® (12) RBuJderb no .GHogaiP) 

4 fffrUl OUHJNGPORDGAL£(ld)TGeoga7fl4.. — RTrioraton 

5 43HM AN07IOC01IRS£p^CManC1)3^M«SB»T*Ooc^i 
G FPPPK AT IT AGAIN (631) W MdtewCohs 9 TJ 0. J! GrBffltt (7) 

-6dadeed> 

Unmun m&t 10*. Tiwtandie^m^LAikfgin 83 1% 
BETTING: 5-4 CoAr^iad Gate, 6471* Boss. 9-2 Man Mood, 6-1 Cnm 
Mnter, 1M Anobv Corcas, 2S-1 « R Agaki 


5.00 


3.00 


RUNNYMEDE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS 0) £3,750 added 2m 

1 TlPffS DAfffiGOU) (70) (CO) MQiamon 6 CO OBynte 

2 26264 HAHGPKapq J? C Kan 711 U HfKRORysoG) 

3 sat KHAUaf9)TOD<^tte0"6 Sophia SteEhaB (3) 

4 2-3P aURffiOfflM ^np«E5?l5 HTTtorrton 

5 C66HF SWITUAtt (23 «D fewer* -6*0 PHoday 

6 34®0 GONE FOR A BUHTOI (21) P M&ti 6 tl 0 - _J R Kwraaajh 

7 WPF^ H0iy»MDSIER|TOTO T Gease9®n---GH0BWp) 

B MUHTADip7)(0)«SSriKngM5C9 JMoty 

S -5B440 NOWffTERHWGLStoOBieOT U SflfcSrtor P) B 

-Gdidared- 

BETT)NG:9-4ICl*fl*5-1NoPaCBtn,7-1 Danesi*LR*OB&faLBfcmd, 
8-1 StetaM. 19-1 Gone FbrA Barton, Kuhtsdi, 74-1 HefyWaxUnr 


Wolverhampton. 


8.00 


HYPERION 

7.00 Silken Dalliance 7.30 Ethbaat 8.00 
Shontalne 8.30 Head Gardener 9.00 Bongo 
9.30 Rajah 


GOING: Stanssutl STALLS: inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: rtgh from 61 lo Vn 4t 

• Fbreaand surface; bit-hand coueo. 

• Cause a SE of »«n on B2£Ca Sakai adore counei ADMIS- 
SION: Oub Cb; Tahereais SS (GAP Darriond CUj C4); Reslaurart 
£3590 bduSig ertranes and meei CAR BMIK: Ftea 

• LEADlNG^ TRAINEIB: R Homnahaad 63B14 (tmi. M Johnston 
SB-253 GE-TM. P Hasiam 38-207 (B4%1 M Prescott 28-T6 CH»1 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: S Sanders 40335 pm). D Holtand 26- 
136 mm Dm MeKeosm 28-248 |t«). J Quern 25-402 (82%) 

• KAVOURJTE& 39* i»«k from 121S races p76V>) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Technician (7.3®. 


LADBROKE FREEPHONE HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 1m 100yds 

20M- GULF SHAADI (12Q |C0) EAJsBnfi CO. 5 Senders 1 

•203B SUALMCH (17) (C) TO RttArteai 5 9 1- Jl McCarthy (5) 2 

*35-14 BOWCUTFE(T7)(C)(D)(BF)EAbBn790 KftfanS 

•SOT 940N1AME(l2)TOMJatnriori581} .DHo**nd4 

2231 04 YG0NAN OLIVER (B) (CQ B MOWon 5 B 7 _L NeariM 8 B 
5*40- 0PBRAE(15B) OMurra^&rdtiSB? .C Unriter (3) 3 

BSTTB4G:7-4 Gun ShwB, 3-1 Shnatehte.7-2 BcwdBfe, 81 YBOrtranOJte 
bi, 10-1 SuoSach, 14-1 Dentne 


7.00 


DUCK MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 3YO 6f 

0 BRtA#rSBUE£28)P6rte95 LChanodS 

09- CR0FTSS EDGE (10G) A Jamb 9 0 CLOMher^B 

BW0VC Thornton 90 DasiMcKaown* 

toWBKSOTOCN JEuaace90 . JThttlB 

23 FEAPLSS (9) (BF) Sr U Preseat E 9 . .. . S Sanders i 

03HEVEftGOtFmsaON(1J7)TJihugte5riB9 

Radto M Moody (1)9 

7 05306 L I E5TABLEFLEUnE(113) PMa)oi89 0HOM7 

B 2CEM MAB3ALEY (40) Ran T)tmascr 8 9-.— VHaMde»2 

9 OL S«ENDAUiANCE(1fQLOrdt*rin0*rtBB-..KFaon3 
-Bdecbred- 

BETTING: 7-4 SAm tManea, 82 Haver Gotf Passkn, 3-1 Fearless. 
19-1 L'Estabfa Fteario. 12-1 Envoy; 39-1 tavergorton, 33-1 others 

COW CLAIMING LIMITED STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 1m 100yds 


M SHEEP HANDICAP (CLASS F) £ 3,000 

2 m 46yds 


3643/5 ALBEMME(14}RJuCte98t>0 F LynchS 

09034 PHOS&rairS COTE ft) Jfera 5013 KftfcoZ 

06-140 RONOUSTA D*OR (29) G Han 4 9 9 SDromBB 

342233 ffiADGARDBei(1«mNLjBTn]tt)4 90SWeta)rttolB 

MX>90 AS4S (14) M Joteslcr) 4 9 0 KSMra7 

261*9 OLDHUSHYflNGU2B)PMaSan5 8G — CLmthsr(3|6 

0WH BffVWCB®0 Murray Strati 4 " 

O4J50- raaeiDiBr 
WWW MAMA KING 


80 - JfcOBOTteas 

0 McCan 385 -.PFwaay(3)3 

BUMB^n6B3.-.. 
-9dsd»sd> 

BETTWC: 72 Drams Khjg, *-1 Head Gwdsner; 92 Old Hoah Wtog, 6-1 
AJtmmim, 9-1 Btyntt; >9-1 Rorcjoteta rfOi; 12-1 Aa-te. 14-1 ethns 


(9700 


|7730 


GOOSE SELUNG STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2,500 added 1 m if 79yds 


1 50043 ZDR8A0)JHahrt*n 4 00 Kftlofltt 

2 0431* FAJIHJ TO HfT (4) (D) N LttrrvjJen 5 9 10 -D Hofiarcl 10 B 

3 09333 GHWINE JOHN (W)JP»teE 596 R Wnsa»p)2 

4 642DJ- IBtCURYpT) (D) B Baugh £9B ..JtCuBwwII 

5 656-0 EnfiAAT(3fl)(CD) HAIMS 7 94 .VSWteiTS 

8 M0* 8HMAa(17)BUeM*m59« FL*ndi1B 

7 6300 BROUGHTONSPBEEHTO^TtatpOTTBB-VnNMayB 
B 09005 EA57l£l8N(7)(U)RHatefStea3993 MW>sbm7 

9 00&60N(HrHBWJ«)GEt11)A-l»ne5S9 a SSandsnSB 

* 50900 StdATOHGHLf7lNUt6nQdpi49O.._KPhns0Ott(T) 4 

tl £M»MJ8SaCYEmTJtortta370- RHftoKNW 

TJ 0(K® IIYSTBTfteAN(2£)(BF)PHaslaffl37l3. „LCteB»ek8 

a ®aa tecw«3anh«mabw5 37d jdi*»bb 

-iSdecferad- 

BCTTWfi; *-1 Mystery test, 94 ftefed To fS, 6-1 2ortM, Mtes ffltys. 7- 
1 GsjsAds John, BbteSL Tedtrtdar, 12-1 ottarc 


&2 BONGO (45) C Thornton 4 8 13. Dsan)fcKutm 4 

063* UXHSm£(14)(CJRH*rf«*5atJ J|»cCBrttytS>2 

DCfS-0 MY L£QAL EAGLE (23) J l-fc 4 B a JBHs»V3 

064® SARAS(1^(CD} Ita JACaiatiioBB D-LCrieroodtl B 
«W5 XEK)PHONOFCUNA»(79BU9«^59 O.TMfamS B 

04W6 BWE HOPPER (2G) MOni 4 B S AWhteaiB 

43205 H0UXWAVMEUXn r (8)BiftMttvi5B8 L Heston 5 

0-5 JANARA (14) J Pates* BB KFdbnS 

Off LAS® UCHT LADY (JB1)M Wam) 680.. ..DHatand7 
-9dKtersd- 

BHTWG: 7-4Bo»yi. M Loch Style, n Haiteay iWody. 8-1 XBnphwi 
Of am Joan. 12.1 Store rvjpm 16-1 My legal Eagle, 20-1 ethers 

HEN HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3,500 
added 1m 4f 


9.30 


KMW STATE APPRDyAL(l5)(Cm(Bf^ IfcaSVflSrSCO 

2 304-62 SUMJWSflO) 98 . ^ 5 

3 0*609- COBLE (itO) D McCari < 8 12 PFBBwySi 

4 -5)4® NORTH AraiAfl (4) (D BF) N UttttVXten BB D 5 Whlyinxti 4 

C ^«P9fC)WCT>»rT*n5B9 — itenMeKsnm3 
6 09263 RALACEGATEJ0(5) (CD) DChaoTBn77 n_JLChamgcfc 2 
-Sdeearoa- 

;sf >» foncSc^i «wgnr P&xegap Jo 7& rt> 


W is for . . 

Warning offi The ultimate 
sanction under the Law Ac- 
cording to the Jockey Club, 
and effectively a variation on 
“we’re not going to let you 
play our game any more, so 
yah boo to you with knobs 
on!” Boundera who break the 
Uth commandment and gel 
caught can be warned off - 
ie. banned from eveiy race- 
comae in the country - for 
anything from ayear or so to 
the rest of their lives, though 
to incur this ultimate sanc- 
tion, their crime would need 
to be heinous indeed (putting 
too much water in the Senior 
Steward’s whisky, for exam- 
ple, or failing to stand to at- 
tention for the national 
anthem). The main problem 
with warning off, however, is 
that it is difficult to enforce, 
and it is not unknown for a 
supposedly disqualified per- 
son to be seen lurking in the 
background, grinning broad- 
ly, as a trophy is presented to 
a dose relative at one of the 
smaller tracks. What utter 
cads some people can be. 

Whip: Otherwise known as 
the stick or the persuader, al- 
though any persuasion in- 
volved will be of the 
less-than-geotle variety pio- 
neered by the Krays. In recent 
years, the Jockey Club has all 
but eradicated the sort of ou- 
trageous abuse of the whip 
which was once common, 
particularly when the money 
was down on Irish raiders at 
the big National Hunt meet- 
ings. There was, for example, 
the jockey on Attitude Ad- 
juster in a mid-Eighties 
Grand National who started 
thrashing his horse shortly be- 
fore Becber’s the first time 
around, and did not stop for 
the remainder of the race. 
Preventing abuse of horses, 
which is not only morally 
wrong but also dreadful PR, 
is a laudable aim. An unfor- 
tunate feet, though, is that 
many punters are incomplete 
agreement -until their horse 
has half a length to moke up 
in the final 200 yards, at 
which point the jockey could 
probably attach its tail to the 
National Grid and be given 
the benefit of the doubL The 
dividing line between ac- 
ceptable encouragement and 
misuse will always be fuzzy, 
but at present the Cub de- 
serves credit for treading a fen- 
path through the minefield. 

Welshing: A failure to pay a 
gambling debt. The origin of 
the term is unclear, but there 
is certainly no evidence that 
the reliability of either a 
punter of bookmaker de- 
pends on whether they orig- 
inate on the western side of 
Offa’s Dyke. 

Weighed in: Announcement 
which confirms that all the 
riders in a race have re- 
turned to the weighing room 
and tipped the scales with 
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betting purposes, and no sub- 
sequent change, be n for a 
foiled drug test or reversal 00 
appeal of a stewar^ 
quiy, will make a slip for the 
runner-up any less worth- 
less. It is also worth noting. . 
of course, that all tickets 
should be retained until the 

weigh-in announcement. 

rather than flung floorwards 
the instant the winner pass- 
es the posL One familiar fig- 
ure on northern tracks used 
to be known as the Aero- 
plane, thanks to his habit of 
hanging around the bars 
waiting for a late and unex- 
pected enquiry to be an- 
nounced and then swooping 
on eveiy discarded ticket in 
sight in the hope of finding 
a few for a promoted winner. 

Weight-for-age: Scale devised 
more than a century ago by 
Admiral Rous, which takes 
account of the different 
stages of development of 
horses from different gener- 
ations and thus allows them 
to compete on fair terras. In 
the first two weeks of July, for 
example, a three-year-old 
which takes on a four-year- 
old over a mile and a quar- 
ter will receive 131b. while 
over five furlongs in October, 
a two-year-old will get I71b 
from a three-year-old. while 
the same three-year-old 
which by now will be dose to 
fell maturity, can expect to re- 
ceive just a single pound 
from an older horse. None of 
this is to be confused with 
what happens when you tty 
to get a drink at the average 
racecourse bar. That's wait 
for ages. 

Women: Who make up al- 
most 50 per cent of the 
crowd at major meetings, 
but are a rare sigh! inside 
most betting sbops. This only 
goes to show, of course, that 
the average woman has for 
more taste than the average 
man. although to be fair, 
most sensible bookmakers 
are now doing all they can to 
make their shops more ap- 
pealing to female customers. 
Since the most effective mea- 
sure, though, would be to bar 
most of their existing clients, 
that status quo may prevail 
for a few years yet 


Forster has Mandate 
to take National trial 


The former National Hunt jockey 
Steve Smith Ecdes (right) gives a 
runner-by-runner analysis of today’s 
john Hughes Grand National Trial. 



Tennessee Twist: Good win- 
ner of a novice chase on this 
track last year and loves soft 
ground. There must be a 
question mark against his fit- 
ness first time out, and over 
this trip. 

River Mandate: Winner at 
Wetherby last time, beating 
the in-form Strath Royal. 1/ 
the ground is on the soft side 
he would have a definite 
chance. 

Ottowa: A lucky winner of 
the National trial at Uttox- 
eter when the clear leader 
Kamikaze unseated his rid- 
er two fences from home. 
Nevertheless. Ouowa ran a 
big race and connections ex- 
pect him to improve for it. 

St Mellion Fairway: Could 
figure in the places if there 
is enough give in the ground. 

Destin IVEstruval; Held on 
form by River Mandate. 
Loves heavy ground, though, 
and normally jumps well, 

Dom Samourai: Game as a 
pebble and loves this couree. 


He is sure to be staying on 
at the end if the going is soft 
enough for him. but may 
just lack finishing speed. 

Idiot’s Lady: Would have to 
unprove to reach the frame. 

Parsons Boy: Pulled up last 
time and needs to do better. 

Orsweu La* A tricky char- 
acter who is not an easy 

M ta*" be “ n,Dnin ® 

Gtae^Ponga: Cannot win 
on all known form. 

Thennal Warrior In great 
ormUnsseasonbutLsomof 
the handicap. 
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Chepstow 



1.15 Muskftill ^PERION 

SP , ® ndi <l Thyns 3.15 Gol den Eagle 

2 . 1 5 Ottawa 3.4S Escarteflaue 

WTIH IMPUnit v 415 Good Lord Murphy 

iyuMr; * Hflrirt In ~liiii ilm _i 
• GtoUrea * r bwl *"■ ADMISSION: CUj 
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M & N GROUP LIMITED HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS B) £10,000 added 2m 4f 110 yds 


BBC I 


2.45 


On-30 POTENTATE (USA] (7T) (CO) (An Mbedan) M Roe 7 11 ffi_ 


.A P McCoy 


— H **“ 

" —"^SSSaKSTST ”3 

Z S^S?3SS£~.~ 

r 


1 2603 


BBC I 


jisfeiK Bxfncrfaf Btanota andnmfco 
z 3*m sptM»irni«{^(Djgt»<3*aiic^rcaa^an4„„ vkhm 

wtm, tea strife 

3 ra-a o«BmASPsn-onmMiy*»ig^Ti>Bier 6 tii jjwhnmm 

red green sstw/ataswa. Mate mri rad quartered ep 

4 ffiim RCK»LEANaaA(FR){M)mUNwfclJN«fc 6 t) 6 -_ A Maguire 

fiiac* anUmge mm. ragNtm btate amuse; Barge cap 

-4 (teetered - 

BETTiMG: 7-4 SptandM Thyna, 9-4 Cheariul Aapao, 11-4 PotMtMs, &-i Royal* Angela 
097: Bros' tome* 6 0 12 Q FWin SI (G Baking) c ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Cut unctertaoi e probably Important tor SPLENDID THYME, wbo has a strong chance 
if conemenc remain adiabte He comptetecr a hat-trick whan taking a decant hunocap 
el Wbrwfdk and a 3Jb rise n the weights does not took enough to had Ms pro g ress. He 
had been a canvtodng winner from Campaign a Haystack previously and Mcfcy Ham- 
mansfti goidtog decBnra a nsmntoh. Ctooriul Aspect made el end piled ctosr in an tight- 
runner handicap at Warwick n days ago after a Leicester second Vo course EpaOaJst 
Beechfleld Fiyqr. who was conceding a atm Cheerful Aspect mey haw to give up the 
hont-runnktg role to Potentate, who seems to love the course end has gained five wtos, 
ptire one third, from tM previous irtstta HO ts 4t> higher than when beaten juat over two 
lengths by MareSo here in November and, stfl a fresh horse, b bound to make a bold Md 
Royale Angela (a getting) b an Improved mudlark. Selection: SPUENDD THYNE 


TONY PRESTON FLEDGLING INTERMEDIATE CHASE 
(CLASS B) £10,500 added 2m 3f 110 yds 

1 V&B BRAHBLEHSB1Y p7) W frMrptfS Racing) Ms S Soldi B tl 3 

2MT1 5MWCONP0 (0) J 

fTJWaw)DQan±*711 0 A 


•?UUC WfTH«R*ITYf21)(CD) 
ZM66 AROUND THE GALE (3Q ‘ 


5 50-Ffl ASKTIS BUTLER pi) P 
S P2PS« BUL STAFRJOT (10) (0) (K 
7 SU30 RWSMOBMLPS) 



IWMtBai 


Rpe711 0.. 


„AP McCoy 


.WMntDO 

BAFto8«« 


BeiASenLkQ JOawesn o. 

Norod PanwM p] JOB8HO — 

BETTWO: 7-4 Ask Tiro Buttet 7-2 WBi toocnfty, *-1 -Sqtaf Coin, 7-1 Bfi SattJO^ 18-T FfT 1 
Fool, Around The Oak, 14-1 BnmMabany 
097 Air Shot 7 It 0 R Joteoan 5-2 (D Kchsfeen) 5 an 


3.15 


EBF ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) 


(CLASS q £3,000 added 2m 110yds 

ackwti) P Mchcte 6 11 0 —TJ K«j*Y 
bus, 


A Thu bun 


2-1821 D#*S< 20 (D)(rcrappti.TCuryD 
-■£312 GiCTHAH (si) PJ [Gte Qaitoj N 7. 

IH»I G0G0MBBrW(D)pMDeM(b)HAtoer6115 - 

OFGO MHSWTHOESpZiraUDIBeacaamena--—— 

1-20 OO CAHOOTS (37) P)(BF)(UansaSarlOlSJdnUortKrt)ATUnia5fl0^C^m 

«b NAFtegrata 

JUST mi Inn n I**-,* a imuii a — — L 


54/ LORD RE 
352 -16 MAS1B) 

0-43P OUR MAN FUN 
OS 




p 1 = 1 JOHN HUGHES GRAND NATIONAL TRIAL 
15,1 HYJAP CHASE (CLASS B) £20,000 3m 2f 110yds 


BBC i 


»Ss 

WpemiDMEhddPCUK 


C 43-2 REPEAT OFFER (34) {D) (D MEht 

) (Goago anctefi) RLsoSI 


1 41/Pi- TENNESSEE TWtST pajj pg 

bbrt, rod and n 

2 3FF-21 RAISt MANDATE (37) (Arne 



khtj Rtman Bit f) R Ftotart 

.ae 

T Faster it IT 6 .A Thornton 


sera snowbovcm)(Gk 

WtoWLETE (Eari of Amofl NHb 
40 HEUH3Y PRINCESS (11) (FtarttOri^ 0 ONE 


OP PfflDEOFf 



.RFbnrt 

BFMm 

BBompgli 

ECoUaMan 


A P McCoy 

XAfepump) 
Jtuagoka 
H0*wr(7) 


QsonAnCB 


Manton 

to 

Thonttan 


Lower 


7 11 6 

B 7340-1 
® — 

**' g?** 0 * H5)TaSS & 

- 8K%aSsr~z: 

--«S 3 -ISJa£sSp- DJ BlBeh,, “ 

BETT7HG: S-a IfcuiQj j . ttkiniu u ~ 11 ttecl 3n»0 - 

^ ‘ ? n °v 2 - 1 cwjti aSS 1M Hoflnon ' w Bne » Hun - 

WtBowtkocmSWtoBTt B PH*OT? 3 toSS!' *■“”"»« 

David Mchobon tieids two IMh . FOR “ GUIDE 

? to 0?® n,rts - unless the ground pronto hp Run majr nBetl rnore °* 8 

ng cheearMUSKHlLL rtXhere deatfada He wO make a crack- 

bumper lorm was such that he stands I^F° un<J i 00 ^*0 and he 

end minus points concemrtg hta !umpBt Thw ® worB S" 1 * f*« 

and Skycabtookad^rSi^^ 011 ^ rrade a tow nw- 

On the other hand, ^ ^ Cover was concarSng 

of Aridoy Ftoytd, who has since won^k^^^ ry "* 81x1 atoo ^ ten B |hB *" ^ 

has some raw ™ Q 00 * styto. Nodoubf 

Kttrge Measure tooteo 74 ^ 1 ^ *4 mok£ htn htucl to 

hfa Haydock defeat oi mSSi PtotfL^^^l!! ,rlh8r " 1 » wwmBn ‘ ® »Wy tatowng 
farcanTenahotbLiT^heretrnSJ^^^ C 2 m 4 f) 2 B days back. He on/y defeat so 
Brecey Run to Je. Tate ^d 

The Run on 2m 5f ^ ten 9 tha to ™l« up cn Kng On 

zon had been placed m * * ort4 '^ out e«ra weL Bore- 

c»e favourite when ****** to Yrtwripli htor- 

»«*«arv M ° n breakinfl ■*»«», uptobpb 

y un g nag - Selection: MUSKHLL 


TJ Murphy 


3 2/1231 OTTOWA (14) (DJ (Pal K B*tw1 P ftehcfc fi T1 4. 

tfek 9 *m »fMecfaMtv\ Agfe green stoeiosi (Art gieen and nhle check esp 

4 3535-S ST MELIJO N WRW AY (23)(C) (St Melon Estates) P H Wfcbber 9 It 4 Jl 

5 WDG2 DBTW DTSTTnJVAL^^fteroi 2 AUagbre 

6 -T2W DOM SAMOURA1 (FR) (42) (CO) (B AMparok) M Wpe7B1 A P McCoy B 

7 HZ-64 iOtOTS LAD7 (14) (D) (k^JOavan^ Uc J Rman 9 11 0^° D Leahy 

B B3£P FWISONS BOY (35) (B flklpe A I* D HewSI G FicrertS 9 1) 10 .WUeobonB 


ilWgFCa pblA 

BETTING: 1M GMtta. 7-« OoMen EaQta.~T1-8 Dtaw.g-1 Lord HegeL W-1 OotfehoMMa-1 Ktog 
OflNwoo, WaynBMe, 14-1 R^wb Offer, lltnr PBgtta, 1M Go Go Hwn» 2M ottwn 
V3T Prhcaii 6 11 0 R Fonart 7-2 (1*5 J Pttmanl T1 ran 


3.45 


ASPIRING CHAMPIONS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS B) 
£10,500 added 3m 

1 tt-ei ESMmware^(37)(D)pwTwCM6H^DMctk*^ 12 aim®*® 

2 11-214 STRONG CHABHAN tU) (P) (BF) (Hurt ACoJPMohoto 7 11 & 


..TJ imply 


231 -H HDOUNG TTffi FACTS >5?) (D) gas E N Henderson 7 n 

/3MF AH SHUSH (52 (MsTfttfchsri) Dr PPrftSwd BH 3 — 

026 DARK STRANGER (RQ [ferry Nei) C Mods 7 n 3-.- 


3 

4 

s 

5 PSPlP/ GOLDS! RJ4 (106*) (D) W3 M Ltowatrt BUemetpl Oil 3- 

7 3-3*38 ROBSAND (16) (& &»n Mcf3natfl G BKAij B 11 3 — 

|NTMstO>0a«s7P3. 


9 354221 ORSWB 1 LAD (R M E VfegH) P Hobbs B I) 7 — MrR«Ugw[7)B 


a P2-433 SPHNQ DOUBLE (77) (Hs Lome Barren) N 


MARzgersU 
JkPPrfchwd 
_AP McCoy 

LC m wfc u 

_Ur ABflkfng 

_WHmk»V 


V P-32P2 GBSUL PONQO (16) (Q) (MnJKRanQTGecxgeS DO .B Fenton 

mol Mb, uMe Gfjfluke. rater the dBeves, write efes, raysl Hue cep, whte ttar 

11 23-141 THERMAL WARRUR (30) (The Kerttfi Men} J OW ® £ 0 LKwray 

red wMe Croat beto, rajal bbe shews 
- 11 dederort - 

MWfflun night iosL 7n» ftandfcap «ig«s: Genera/ ft/a T/wnB/Rtoriv 8a f3fc 
BETTMG: 4-1 Ottowa, 5-1 Don Gamoural, 6-1 RNk Hanrkrta, 1 3^ DMlSn DEtturaL B-1 Onwli 
Lad. M St KaflJon Falnwy, ID-1 Idtors lady, 13-1 Threwneo TWiL TAonnol interior, 14-1 Gen- 
eral Pongo, Ponaw Boy 

1997 Gherdme B 11 0 L H&noy 4-1 1« [A Tumel) a ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Ottowa runs me course wel end b from a stable which can do HDe wrong at present, 
but deeper ground would have hefcwd hen Ottowa had WkM'e Lady had eight and a 
hail lengths behind when winning at UntHjtof last ome ana Jenny PttmanS mars needs 
to park up to rmerse the form. She comkmely jumped right whan second to Class Of 
hSrwtytwo at Vtarwtk bet season and has been Sgftoy raced stoca Stabtamata TtomassM 
TWtet te lumberad with top weight on hta reappearance and ground eondttore may not 
be testing enough tor the btracthrefy^mighfed St Melltan Fabway. So DOU SAMU- 
RAI, freshened up by a 42-day break, can marten thb seasons Improvement. He dd 
wel to running fourth to rtm Of PraBa at Sandown ooretdeiing that race came only two 
weeks after hb second to Earth Sumnw n the Corel Welsh National ham Rtor Man- 
date (holds Dentin D’Estmval) b no forlorn hope, but had only Ktst and tour opponents 
when winning ovar3m at Watherby last month Selection: DOM SAMURAI 


BETTOG: 11-10 EsarteOgus, 1M FM*ng The fttaa, H Stroeg CWnw. 1«-l Spring Douhte. 

20-1 Dart Stranger, 40-1 ottm 

BBT: Cyborgo 7 B D H Ounwody 4-7 tav (M Rpe) V ran 

FLYOVER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £6,000 added 
3m 

4-0410 HAILE DBWMGp3 )(P) (Mb V S todoJdB) K TtarfonCwta* B tii2 LSbtwni(7} 


4.15 


0-1213 CAUJYUGN (2fl) (I : [BF) (Spedrun) U HannonO 7 n tl . 
m/4- NEWTON POtffT (484) (D) (Mrs E 5 Urn I Smith) Sfrron EartsB 11 T) 

2- OSG CLABIBWAN (39 (Mrs Beryl Lodrey) M Tbnpttni fl 11 3 

04523 OUfimAN (19 (P) (J Ne*» J htovMa n t> 13. N 

3- 12*3 IANSDOWNE (B) (D) (R F Dettnaad) P Mchdb 10 to "E.. 


30211 GOOO LORD JflJRPHY (14) (The Courty Sds) P Hcbbs B t) 0- 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 .... 

8 42-25P TAKE THE BUCXSKJN (19 (D) psrdF1Mbon)CMarn1t t)9.. 

V h-PBO BAMGn(D)( 8 f) (MreAbcn<fentib)TGeagBBto 8 .. 

H 2225M FIVE FLAGS (11) (P) 0 <ato Mddetan) Ms S SmMi < 1 1 ) 3_ 

C MP2- S>RMG HEBE P52) (B J M BRyMBUO . . 

0 14254- ALLOW (357) (Ms M Ltartyn) B LfeMlyn 7 f) 0. DJKMnghd) 

H 32SP5 BULLENS BAY (19 (D) (J Won) B UmMyn 9 B 0 TDaacanbe 

15 tfflD- MAUHACHAS (MS) W P' W ^ BuM n^'ttsJ HWW BOO 0 UMy 

Utatourr fOst Tnb tUKka/KSpnigHebaBBl lilt, Atowfld B^Butero B*9am.UBuadmSl9b. 
BETTMG: 114 Good Laid HwpfviM entodtoL tS2 Hela Duntaft 8-1 ftre FI 9 . W CUWWL TM 
BbuiB, lanatkMbb, OMn 14-1 MM> eynaa, IB -1 Newton R*4 Wta The Buctottv 2 D -1 rttore 
097: Benkhead BOB Mss C Speartig (7) 15-2 (J Spearing G ran 


LCmtaafi) 
.GTbmay 

1-2234 WORLD EXPRESS p9 ( n » D t *ff* | cP 8 rtnflrahrtBRl»twn 8 0 £ DSMW p) B 

JlhBMffl 

MAFtogenM 

_JIWB*BOn(5) 
_TJ 


Newcastle, 


1.30 Second Rddle 
2.00 Dr Bones 

2.30 Sparky Gayle 
3.05 Indian Arrow 


HYPERION 

3.35 Legal Right 
4.05 Political Tower 

4.35 Jumbo Star 


GOING: Good 

0 Left-hand, oval course; tough, galoping trtfc 

M ® lro 10 ftw Lane Ends station Item Naw- 

|TWT !H^ & ADWS5tot ^ Club CIS; Dmereate tt>: S8wr 

• LF Anrafnro tar 0APs ^ ro 9 «sferBd dsabted) CAR PARK: Free. 

*■" *■ o ° i " n ^ a ' ** 

# FAVOURITES: 156 wins from 355 races (445%L 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Canadian Fantasy (vteoied a3S) 


1.30 


ADVENT RACECOURSE CATERING NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 4f 

P^^*®*5 , ’^Cbt<«)SBr3oiEraw71i 4 C Maude 

M BRIEF SUS J DICE (2fl) (A & K Lnggrie) R Fahey 5 71 4 LWynr 

2WM CARLINGFORDTYKEpB) (Jort40oltoig)TCaiT611 4_. JiSMttl 

° c «WAVSIp(9(ttsHa»w)li83RBreviii61f4 C McCormack (5) 

C^UNEpaPMJWFAyreleyiJAynabyanA Mr C Boner (3) 

56P PEPPER POTBOY(28)(A JMacDonaU) MaM RewbyGH 4 PMwn 

4J-2D0 ROMAN OUTLAW (12) (Ms K HWtan) M Hamxrt 6 Tl 4 DBwMey 

SCOTMAJLBOT (GartanBrown/SeitWason) JHoward JdnscnS T1 4 A Dobbin 

TltGBT |G F Bear) J Harard Jdnsnn 5 11 4 PCuboty 

6654 WHAT A TALE (12) (JBnm PnrtrwSro) Us M FtevWoy 6 11 4 G Lm 

6PP ALLFORUS p9)(ThB Kebo 0tmaci«4 Me Thomsons B 13 R McGrath (3) 

420- DISTANT fflLLS (4S7) (R Nesbtt) J Dodds 6 D 13 ilr LTknpte (7) 

4202P. EVES TREASURE (812) (5 WCempcriJSCeniplm B « 13 J> Udglay (3) 

4? ICEHRISOALE (11) (frandsby Raciig) P Baaimt 6 ID 13. BEkstten (5) 

0000 MHJGIE SCOTT (18) fl*s 3® SaAon) J Dodds 5 B O JJPMfbr 

« 32PP<3 SECOND FIDDLE (11) (0 Brennan) 0 Braun 608 M Bremen 

17 00 TIRfwrV (18) Mb I A Forest) B Madaggartfl D 13 B Storey 

13 4 KRB GREBI (7) (P M Cain) L Lingo 4 10 7 RSi^pta 

B 4 S£TONADE(16) (P Spattbuood) P SpaObwcnd 4 10 7 J< Johnson 

-19 declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 Pepper Pot Boy; 5-2 Wind ATMe, 6-1 Saoood Fkkfle. 6-1 Roman Ontfew. 16-1 Kite 
Green, 12-1 Carlbigferd Tyto, 14-1 Scotmafl Boy, 16-1 Barton Green, 20-1 Brief Suspense, Ker- 
risdaie, TlwgifL S-1 Evrt Tteaeure, Dtatent Hlls, 33-1 Whan 
1997- Bobby Grant GHOP Nwi 3-i fan (C Grant) is ran 


6 1H-PP ARDANA (35) (Q) (LGURsong)FIAipfty7B0. MrO McPbaO (5) 

omga. emerekf green croes hate, quartered cap. 

7 DQP/4- ATTADALE (469) (CD) (The Lw Hjere (Thoroughbreds)) P Montafli 10 O 0, _P Cerbeny 

royal Otoe, whte rest beta, sftjMrf cop 

8 0T2-11 TDSHBA TALK (57) nfcdnba (UK) Ltd) B 9tson 6 00.. C KcComeck (5) 

xhte. rad Cnntt Lawn, bfat* and nhte 3nped Awes, md cap 
- B declared - 

Umroum *&gtv ICEt True tmtap ttsfe/tt JiMftiH left 9a 96. 

BETTING: 7-4 Monica's Choke, 10660 Star Rage, 4-1 IhsUba fefc, 7-1 AitMb, 8-1 AHHiM tan 
BOft 10-1 Sparty Gayle, 14-1 ton At The Tbp, 33-1 AttMWi 
WT7: CebstBl On 7 D 12 B Storey 62 (J Eyre) V ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Being 5b o ut of t he handcap doesn't help, but comtortabte wins at Hexham and Sedge- 
held stamp TOSHIBA TALK as an improving handcapper and he mi£it just be up to 
thb wite more than half of the opposition bofdng viJnerable. An obvious exception b Mon- 
ica's Choice, rapreaondng the tn-form Reveley yard trtaiatoo had usehi novice Ledgendry 
Una In thb with a nice w^ght Monica^ Choice can be tancred to go on to better things 
after coming good with a deer-cut win from Chanting Admiat at Keisa Tough and hon- 
eat and well suited by thb track. Star Rage looks sin to n*i well despite the big weight 
but Addington Boy and Sparky Gale Ine up to thb hurdle on thee way to tackfcig chas- 
es at Cheltenham. Addngton Boy's performance here wt ndicate whether he's on tar- 
get tar the Gold Crx> but there was nothing wrong with comeback run behind See 
More Business at Cheltenham. Classy horse that he b, Sparky Gayta represents a yard 
that has been cpiiat fora whUa now so to the circumstances It wfl be a smart effort If ha 
can trouble the to-tatm tudlBrs. Selection: TOSFBA TALK 


3.35 


NORTHUMBRIAN WATER ST OSWALD'S HOSPICE 
NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 

1 302/1 HAZATOAGUESS(n)(D) (4MGPramafcralJd)BRdlNclBTl6 B Storey 

2 231 LEGAL RIGHT (USA) (3C|(D) (Ms John Atagtor)JJ01ba 5 11 9 PCarbeny 

3 3 C8G0R (18) (G H Leatata □ Mchcls 5 h 4 ADobbia 

4 44) MGHHOPEHBNRV(USAJ(2S)(MHOGRsora2)MHaimond5ll4 DBaofty 

5 0 MGLE DBC (82) (Soitor Rack® B MBCtag^rt 5 T1 4 Glaa 

6 000 JUST JAKE (31) (Me M Barter) J Jnffescn 5 T1 * 1 LWyar 

7 MUTASARRF (H44) fQ F VMM) J DadA 5 n 4 JlrLItrapki f7) 

B 00 NEWBRIDGE BOY (52) (Atan Draper) M Meager 5 11 4 FLebrjp) 

9 OOHAHCANTONApTHQ |Mn&raSaealnan)MHBTincnd7il4 — MrCBomarpg 

T) 0 FKTflU. RESULT ( 1 O 0 ) (U ButoStfi Fandy Sedtemert) M WEasarbyS tl 4.J Cbaaghn 

it 9 SETTING SUN (14 (lbs JltagclQ NWbggdt 511 4_ M Foster 

ft STOCK OPTK)NlJNArtocr^M?J Storey 3 h4-- rr -__~.- — 0 Farter 

_PHNH 


JCJahnaan 
C Maude 


0 2R2-0 WVNWWDKNK»fr(T2)|P)(BF)(SrJohnrtiflMsUReveby8T14. 

14 OIDORAN SOUND (F638) (Robert Akraai) R Johreor 5 to tJ 

C 0333 ITJ MAGGY (NZ)(7S) (Ms HJCtwk»)Saix*stojv flCtJ 

E 0 BRAVE MAN (1*1 (StfifhenJ Cuts) MWEeitertw4B 8 . 

17 0000 CANADIANf»NTASY«(MsRI<tyAMraVVl&d)M3Vltert4ttfl._PftentoyttV 

S 0000 LURIWLHfflm(0(l»Rx>d!PqitaMRBwtoy4t)B. — NSmHi 

19 PBBIYS FROM tEAVBi (PtSI) (9 K S C Racing) M ttairiKiid 4 B 8 RGantty 

-19dacterad- 

BETT1NG:MWyiiywdlWipd, 2-1 Legal W08. 6-1 Hazard A Bueaa, 9-1 Psoitys Fta ni Heaven, ’10-T Can- 
sk rm Miggy; 26-1 Royb RsaidL2!M Nenbridge Boy 33-1 SMBng Sun, Lnpak Legani, S)-1 dhm 
E97: Mando 6 11 5 P Nwn 1-2 tav (Mrs II ftewtoy) 9 ran 


3.05 


-LWyar 


—.PCarbeny 


71 


2.00 


FAIRYHOUSE RACECOURSE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) 
£7,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £4,811 

-FH2? PRMCE OF SAINTS (29) (D) (BF) (Joe Buzzeo) M Herrmond 7 11 E — —RGantty 

4-E3C1 FORESTAL (28) (D) (Bly MagreM J H®md Johnacn 8 11 8 A Dobbin 

wen DR BONES (7) (D) |Ura Am FcrUi^ F UUphy 5 H 4 JbOMcPhalp) 


DR BONES (7) (D) (Mb Ann Rtrttote F Uaphy 5 1 
4 (WPO UTTLE TUSKA (12) (N B Mason) N Maaon 8113- 


....KJafanaan 
— DBanltay 


<P:5rS OURMAWMAN(F9)(RMWMal ^H Wha tor8tl3 

BETTING: 66 Foreatb, 7-4 Doctor Bonaa. 4-1 Prttca Of Satots, 25-1 Our llata Man «-1 LMb Tiotai 
097 Chief ilmstw 8 T1 3 R Gamtty n-D tav (M Hammond) 5 ran 


2.30 


SKY 


BOB GORMAN SIGNS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS B) £7,500 added 2m 4f 

3-t® STAR RAGE (70) (0(W)(JDaAdAbal)MJcftostonBBQ DGafcflher 

v*4e,J^bli»stx*,vriiiBslBevas,llBnt**aw,a#NB«poB. 

.712-5 ADtWIGTCN BOY (21) (D) (God Rwfe Ltd) G Rfcbartfc 0 TI C.. ..ADobbbi 

red an} *hte cfevnonds. roy» trite sksewr. rotrt bkie cap, red dwnorxl ^ 

tn-*3 SPARKY GAYLE (57) (CD) (& Mrs Ra^nond Aretarson Green) C Rwlbr d n 8 — B Storey 

ernaraWgreariibtowmsfiartoaarorreRn. _ . 

211-05 INN AT THE TOP (56) (D) (Mre Sylvia Etetetey) J Timer 6 ® t). — RSuppte 

wtnt>, rad sffiCL whte steavw. mfi* blue teem aval Mb cap red ser 

SK-P1 MONICA'S CHOICE (16) (Mre E A lAnay) Mm M REMtey 

y&ow, Mart Bpaufafcwfiite stearei yetowc^p, hfartaar 


.LWyar 


TOTE EIDER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 

£35,000 added 4m If 

4346-P SCOTTON BAMCS(14) (1 &sy)T ErsterbySCO 

Scft bbe. red Crass of Lorane and c^> 

-33K3 SAMLffi (58) l\M* bon Rarlna^Np) PHotbaFttn PMwn 

dart Ma tetownra. red sbswa 

-21114 UNDENTS LOTTO (21) (C) tCrockettS Qub) G Ffcfartfe 9 07 ADobbto 

imoon g a y afaow aprt cap 

P2-442 STORMTRACKER (71) (BF) (Tin Daw^ C Wbedcn 9 B 7 MRcfatedS 

dartbbaBmerat/ green cross tens, arfito staves and cap 

4*BI CBUIHBm(7)(Q^(UsJDGoodteltow)MraJGoodetaw121)1 R Storey 

bbcKUBC and bhd hooped cap 

-U54P5 IQLLKtflN (30) (CD) (HJ Manners) HUamers CIO Q S Curran 

tbrtMre, red ran green sport 

M-4F1 INDIAN ARROW (NQ (37) (Joe 8 Jcmna RfchadE) M flpa 0 0 0 .Cktaude 

datrgnan vx/whiadatnta. nhto steavss endop 
3/RIP OVHt TIE Dffi. (35)(C) (Gea^ Total) J Howard Johnson Q E 0 — Ur C Bcmnar (3) 
-far* bbe, pirrtdbevBs, chad* cap 

108-25 K2LC0LQAN (21) (J D GoodtakM) Ms J Goodtaltw 11 OO 

fifeck, gM deews, bfaokcaoi pMrsbr 

61PM DOMAINE DE PRON (FR) (21) (Mre L C %yt3r) Ms L Taylor 7 00 R Supple 

oh* green nMBseona. (tart fyBwrsteews, rite cap red bar 

FT1LF2 CHOISTY (34) (pASairbenk) HTto^nesBtoO RMc&bhp] 

whtB, etneohm ^ota. pink op. 

-11 dadared- 

MMnum wafgfc fOaL ^ hantfc^iwiyscKtess/im BN 13toi Man Arrow JW 126, Owr The Deaf 
9sf Bh WMjar» 9b 7ft. Doom Da Pm 6 ChoWy Bst «b 

BETTW& 10630 UratonkUtto, 4-1 9bnlaa.M Mao Arrow, 1W DonatoaDe Ron, M StambactaK 
12-1 KBhHttv M-l CaBrtiBay, 161 OuarTha DaaL 26-1 Scottm Banka, 25-1 KBcoIgm, 39-1 Chotety 
W: Sewn 1 ms B n 6 P Mwn 2-1 fav (Iks M Revetey) C ran 
FORM GUIDE 

LINDEN'S LOTTO was soon left behind once Momaio Forte and others qudraned up 
tumng tor home at Ayr (2m 4f) ttrrea weeks ago but as heti been tacking staytog trips 
beforehand he was probably prepared to go romd agair. Lirtdenh Lotto looked better 
than ever whan ha defied na I3fc over 3mH hare to January, so perhaps he can Im- 
prove further now hes up n defence again. Undent) Lotto wfl hsre to stay awry yard 
with Samlee to opposition. A winner over the National fences at AJntrae (an SfJrNo- 
ventoec Sarnlee was a atoytogon thad behind Earth Siromlt to the Wtetah FMnnal at Chep- 
stow (heavy) last Omei, so he has the stanflte «id the quoity to play a teadtog rob Samtee 
b affective on this tester groml but it raid be a bit too Bvety tor the WSteh National 
fourth, Kmeehto, wirvw of this race in 096 and thbd to Seven Towers 0 months ago. 
to contrast St remlr a c to r and Donmtoe Da Pron are very rruch at horns on good or 
fester ground Puled ip n last year's Scottish NBdonal wren by Belmont King, Starmtracker 
does have a bd to prove when k comas to staying thb trip, whereas Domatoe De Pron 
has proved Ins Hdng for a staying top, and that ooiid ea^y crtt&et the tact that heb 8to 
out of the handcap. Indian Arrow takas a big atep up to defence but he won in good 
style when asked to tackle three mias-pius atWtocanton last month so perhaps this sta- 
mina last wfl suit him. A rare runner hare for Martin Pipe, Indian Anew comman ds re- 
gpecL Selection: LINDENS LOTTO 


4.05 


THE CAMAJR FLYER' HANDICAP CHASE 


e 


(CLASS B) £10,500 added 2m 4f 

T62/P EASY BUCK (28) (D)(J PUD J W ODd) C Uoriodcil CO- 
goU, aquanam cteews 
iPfB- TARTAN TRADEW84DS p04)(CKD)(Ad*iybarkto«stolBnb)Grachardst1 11 9 A Dobbin 
bate mm) hoied staws, orange cap 

2SB22 POLITICAL TOWB) (IQ (QIGRS Nwn) R Won Hit 4 PMwn 

IgUbiue. red cross befe btadr mi red hooped dewm. red car 

-5PK3 REAL TONE (1^ (CD) (Rdrert Dgdan) G Ffchafds8106 PCrtbsny 

none and pik chock, aMsabsm 

-FW2 BUE CHARM (IB) (D) (Mrs M C Un^ay) Mrs S Breduna 8 tl 1 .— JlrMBmSaam(B) 
prtrandrciWhtB (haAotfl, neepodsteaws, gartered cap 
32F52 BRIGHTER SHADE (12)^mDSHaf) Mrs URawtey 8 00 LWyar 


black and wMb stripes, chamm an deem, ttortcap, aMB ster 
- 6 declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 Brighter Shade, 64 Raal Tbnlc, SW Blue Charm, 1M PoMbal Rant 10-1 Ihrtan 
Tradatonds, 12-1 Easy Buck 
097: Al The Ana 0 0 0 S McNsfl l*-i (J J Owe*) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

There waa Just over a length between Brighter Shade and REAL TONIC here 12 days 
ago, when they were placed behind Aak Me Later, in a ttnee-mier. As heb had Jrari three 
outings this seeaon and tie stable cold hardly be to better form. Brighter Shade irighl 
wel come out on top agate, Mthough it could be dose because both horaea are effec- 
tive aver Ihta ahartar Jowney. What might just help Real Tbrita ta not haring to cany a big 
weight, as was the case here last ttmeu Satecdoo; REALTOMG 

RACING CHANNH. CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS F) £2^00 added 3m 


4.35 


1110. 


4Q-3P SLYER STICK 
4-3443 SCARBA (74) ^0) (iWafee Radnq Qub Owiera Gap) J Jeflornon 0 11 B_JI 

836441 MBJ3HAAR (USA) (7)(D} (Ms&SBtatrag) LLuigoSn G W“ 

OQHS PONOB*NG(40)UroEnr»)MI*»8ti5 G 

24503 SOUSSE (niWMhto Racing PBrtneshU Mm MRm*y5 0 0 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

6FP44 I0DBI WAN (31) (GU Thomson) Mrs 

8 PP-05 5TRAnflK)RE LODGE (188) (BF) — 

9 -53P00 SAM CHAMPAGNE 02) (I Bray) T 
0 63064 JUMBO STAR(1 Z)(MbEM U an) Jncn802 
n 2KIF4 KITTDCHSIDE LAD (16) (Scoarcrth Racing LkQ Mb A SMton 
0 253204 CYPRESS AVB1UE (31) [KEB Ftetoentolp) Ms V Vlteid 6 0 0. 
0 032/PP DAVH7S WAY (37) (DJ Lws) U Pel S 00 


. P ££S 


P 6 P 622 WHAT At WANTS (11) (Chytre Bgley Parkiwshp Ltd) J J ONefl 5 06 RUcGrMh 

IMnCI 




_B Haworth 


1/3-PO VILPRAN 0{19 (The V^nnofbrtoartifdD Moffett 7 00. 

0 1P503/ HKJHLAFffl VEW (8GB) (U) (R W L Boeiten) J Hweri Jdrrson B 0 0 
0 03634 BLOOMNG SPfSNGfl 14) p)) (Catos McGregor Cfan) Ms D Thomson 9 00. HThootas 
-IBftacteiad- 

UHnwmwayhtlOsL ThnitandapmigftarCflnsiAimJBSsl 13b, Dm*rsnty9staO>. VSpano 
fta atb, Hgttend Vtew Sri 4ft, fltoomtog Swig M2fe 

BETTMG: 153 Manafrav, 4-1 WbMJtoi Wtetia, 7-1 Soawa,6-1 kxterWn, Cypress Aveme, 16-1 
Scarba, 1M Pontaring, 14-1 JuBbo Stan Strathmore Lodge, 16-1 San Ctanpsgm, SSserSU, 
20-1 rattocMda Lad, 39-1 Other* 

097: Dockmaster 8 8 0 N Honucks (9 14-1 (Mbs M Mgan) 20 ran 


Warwick 


HYPERION 

L05 Bltofambaip 4.10 Song W /nie Jword 

L35 High In The Clouds 4.40 Senor El Betrutti 
J.10 Winn’s Pride 5.10 Chief Red Nose 

S.40 Ashwell Boy (nb) 


FORM GUIDE 

VBIaga King ws beaten 50 lengths test ttowDUt at Qieitsrtoem in the race won by Gut- 
taridgQ, and races off toe same mark to a much less oonpetitive affair. Vlaga Ktogs ear- 
lor Udow wh from Samuel Wkterapin may haw flattered him to a race whfcto was sbonger 
on quantity than qirakty GIVE AND TAKE b not the most progressive horse in Martin 
Pipe's stable end he b 0b worse with Samanid, whom ha bate by ten lengths when 
both finished adrift of Acajou ■ at Uttraeter last May The only time Jama Evans has rid- 

ss to finren a dose third to Tristram'S 


den Give And Taka fra put In one of hb I 
tmaoa in a w-runrer Thunton maiden htxde. The other potot to Grva And ‘Weds fewour b 
that ha was in his best formal this stage last season S e l e cti on: GTVE AflO TAKE 


iOtNG: Good (Good to Firm in ptacesV 

5i Spa (2ml ADUi^Otb Ck* C® EB (card ^aairyto g stodwte 

k i fading TRAINERS: M Ftoa 2S wtortere from m rurmwsjMn** u n«w«i ~ 


3.40 


MICHAEL PAGE GROUP KINGMAKER NOVICE 
CHASE (Grade 2) (CLASS ^£19^)00 added 2m 


FORM GUIDE 

SONG OF^ THE SWORD tan hb best ns in defeat last time out vriran beaten three lengths 
by Ginger Fok who was receMng 7b The winner has dadkied to reoppoea at tauela, but 
jwtged on Ns rui at Huitingdon to December when dlvldng Road Racer and King Kate*, 
Gtogar FPk eoiid be a smart horea King Kato waa toa honw who gave Gray Srot b race 
at AsoolAb a winner ow further at Sandown, there is a chance this trip wfl be on the 
sharp skfe tar Song Of The Sword, but ha has wan over shorter trips at Chepstow and 
Hereford and he B quite happy setting off h tront The Improving Samuel wndmpfn b 
ueuefly held up. Hard ridden to beat Skflwlae by a neck at Doncaster last time, he needs 
to mprow again. Saleet appreciated the stitfsr ctuae whan sent to Tbwcaster last tlma 
and fMshed toraa lengths second to Soloman. The extra haB-nfle is fleefy to sea thb Safes 
getting in an even better Igtit Selection: SONG OF THE SWORD 


■ UH«nuinA,wa''' r "T ! — ‘ — — . 

J R Kavanagh B-59 AThoroniOfi&« ^6»)- 

• FAVOURfTES: 170 wins from 429 racM (3a7%). 
BL1NKEFIEO FIRST TIME: Mandate (30» 


6103 QUEEN OF SMDS (2fl)(D)(BF) pks H Vtiughan) N TMdDnOtebs 8 II 7..-G Useaflyn 
rad emerefclffaen «at noopad afaeves, red rap, waaa*/ green srar 

-HF33 ASHWELL BOY (ItD® (Q (A B S Racing) P HoUs 7 11 5 RDumreody 

jeftwc enrerafef green oac annbfi and cap 

2HU5- COUNTRY STAR (427) fDJ (fes S Swter) C aooto 7 n 5 GBndtey 

cte* graaa tgM preen seeni ifert green eg) 


MICHAEL PAGE RNANCE HANDICAP CHASE W&M 
(CLASS B) £10^500 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 1P-0P3 DIBUN RYBI (21) (E) (J B Sumer) T Fbrstar 000 BPownfl 


4A0 


4 -6303 GALET0l(21)(B) (MraBanrtaM£artiy)PIMns91i5,- 


-BPowel 


MICHAEL PAGE LEGAL NOVICE CHASE (CLASS B) 

£10300 RDuwBKV 

G Bradtey 

R Johnson 

-3 declared - 

nr - 1 j HHrA«ton. 3-1 Wbfey Wonden M Gbteaaori»tew 

toteOiS60tlAMag«»-HDaw«ta)aran 

r MICHAEL PAGE GROUP HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 

Vs-™ added 2r " 1TR * 6 .o. ■■»— * 


[} £5,500 added 2m 

MGH M THE CL0«» (2^W •!*= D 
MSHMUBA (21) (D) 64 PartoDev 


2T1 P ^ D 8 " ®~ Gfewflav 


MSHAM1HA PI) (u) 1™ -wSan 7 09 


G: 1 V8 «gh ta The Courts. Line « 

idngo 0 0 0 J R Kownapi 93 fQ PrcM 8 ran 


,7-1 Flytag Eagte 


>00OJHKaw™P ,MMrra,B “ 

MICHAEL PAGE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
2m 4f llOvds 



rterk gres 6 wAta sftpas, gBen esp, ahte apt* 

5 -P3C2 aPSYt$tFf15)(D)(GAHilbBto)GHijbbBid7115 

eonrakf gm, write deem. srneraU graen rata aAfe cfwrt cap 

6 2ms LAKE KARIBA (2S) (D) (P Bartw A Ccbun T Qny 

dbrt awn, mMb eftewon, IgU goen shares, dart green «f wMte cheek op 

7 405043 NON VMTAGEf7)(D) (Atari Mam) M Chapman 7 11 5 WWorittingtan 

redandyetowtiam onrrtiitoi BStaeiesflndcap 

BETT1HG: 133 Quean 01 Spades, 7-2 AstanaS Boy; 6-1 Lataa Karkw, 133 Country SJra; 6-1 Gip- 
sy Gaol, 10-1 Gala TbL 20-1 Noe lftsaga 
097: IMgwr 7 it tt A MagjirB 5* tar (0 McWron) 4m 
FORM GUIDE 

There was ast^ned support far Lake Kwrfba at Ascot bet month. He only got as far as 
the second fence and in the same race QUEEN OF SPADES ran deappatobngy to fln- 
Ui a wet befeen tokd behind Wade Road. In hb previous runs at UttaMBter and Kemp- 
tan. Lake Kariba Jumped slowly at times raid he b hard to fancy on thb quicker {pound. 
Ashwell Boy tad no answer to Champteue at Ascot Barter thta month and was no math 
far Ckiaen Of Spadaa at Cheltenham to November. On her bast farm Quaan Of Spadas 
stated wm weL but there has to be a question mark Mowing that Ascot run. She fin- . 
bted otey tme and a half tengihs to front of Malstock Magge (mcaMrrg Bfa) and It b 
posatale that the tetters tratoer,- Charts Brooks, may psowdsj the chief danger to Coun- 
Mhn him n vary smart hanticap hunlar and who has atwavs promteed a cfe- 
Bver overtancea TTw sables good record with horses reappearing after a long absence 
■ B wel documented. Gtpay Gaof, wares furthar, especiafiy over a sharp track, was 

erty Bw Imgtta bahnd Cnamplaue at LJngfirid, but the wimhg margin voted tare bean 
a distance had Tbny McCoy not eased the winner down to a watt. Gate Tbl waa to front 

tetttmVlnttgbtolta rata won by Jack Doyle arLudtowrtet mon tii te a nalti wk gt yta 

QUESTOR INTERNATIONAL NOVICE TRIAL 
HLTREHE (CLASS B) £10,000 2m 4f 110yds 

1 06321 . SAMUEL 8ffiJtStSFIN(Z9(I9(Ciu4yQapiRCcku)DNctasai 611 0 — JUteurson 

noma dart bt* and naure oqMdttaMS, /wopetfesp 

2 V22C SONG OF THE SWORD pi)6adyLkvfflfct)bw)J Old 5ltC GBndtey 

pMindro<bMM(rtpttMp 

3 32 fig (.tael Af fbono Ms J Wmanfi T1 3 RDunanody 

reddfenonct dabafacnataeHSi gjarteradotfi 

4 SAXTEADMfll.(GAtibbaBl)6filired5 , n 3 kBdiaal Breren 


1000, 


2 R21JF3 SBfORaBEIRirmpQ^(Gaatotad9MsSNDCfr9eG. 

pupfeb 9»otffir«K Doss ofLonahe, wnsrekf gaan caj 

3 12-BDP TRYHtG AQAM (37) (D)(WHDore) DGandc 

Rghr 6te dKktkm easft totpeds 

4 F0IP POTTHTS BAY (21) (D) (Us J Eftdor) D M 

wfefe rad trees?, smaatf green and afiSa check ataMS, wMb cfej. rad a 

6 W 2 P- nuway p?6) pfcr^ App^ ^nQ^90D- ^^ 


fgaancap 
leap 


5351 


Mtioum iwrgftt ids. True handicap weigtta: Daringly Gti TYBx. 

BETTMe: 64 Sanor HBatnteL 7-4 DubfliFlyei; 5-1 Pattern Bay; 6-1 Tkyfag Agate, 66-1 Daringly 
097: Saner B Batottl 8 0 0 N tMarnacn 94 (Mrs S Nock) 3 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Dubfin Flyer has been dropped another 7b since hb last run, and a total of 17b thb 
season. He Bhowed some of hb old flair at Chettanham before weakening to talas third 
place. Just over stetson lengths behind PfeiBon and Pate The Farean, who ware at fid 
stretch si the way id the IneJtastbtey ftirk has always been Dubln Ffyarb favourite track, 
and there b a doubt about him reproducing that level ot farm te Warwick, where SENOR 
EL BETRUTTI began hb comeback in thb race last you Sanor a Betrutti was not giv- 
en a hard race ones One Man and Strang Pronba got away from him at Ascot bat time, 
a race to which ha had K al to do at level weigh ts If Senor B Betrutti can estebWi a 
good laed. ha wfl taka plenty of beating, espectaty on hta favoured fast ground. Tiytito 
Again has been tesappointing since tea good start to the season in the Hermssau a race 
h which ha ran wal unti Ids stamina nan out Selection: SENOR EL BETRUTTI 

SRS STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m 
BROTHS! HARRY (22} (WMotttiJlMartti 9 11 4 Jflchasl Bom m 

CAPTAIN RUSHER (23) DtarntacnltaliMM A P Jonas 3 TT 4 Derid TUnwr (7) 

CASH0HDQ*AND(M3PHul0TOlfl RpBfteydt6h4 SWpna 

CHff FtQJTOSEUOGorrtt^ N ImitorvOavtas 5 11 4 CLtawaSyn 

GLACML IWBt p J Cenr] DCaoStl 4 B 


. CUawlyn 


ernwab groan «MbsImwi wmaUtfunmdameMcm 
s X. ROSSMtWOBS.(^P^(^Sbirex4NTiwkinD»tas50B- 
gnt wdstaam btaciraid /edcfteckCBp 

E£TT1N& 133 Song Of Ttw Sword, 9-4 Sileal, 3-1 Srorual WHwspin, 9-1 Rcsssna ffirt, 25-1 



1 543 

2 6 

3 

4 

5 

6 32 

7 
B 

9 0- 

0 

11 0 

0 
0 
« 

0 

8 

17 - 

BETTING: 

re,bdoBa 

097: 


rBomar)TDMccartiy5ll4 . 

TYfUfesNFRwiBBjMlsjn 
RApIS} m (ThBMdantPBrirotiiiR) A 9t 
ISttVBip Vfegmarn) PVItagrnmS it4_ 
HEVOSS fiQ^ (Iha Wataun Raong SbdUy) 
5CaFT(CninMPrtatCUPHcB5 00 


- Hr T McCarthy 


HaywanJBOO. 

600 

500 


406. 


CRYSIAL VALE (J H & M E Stangar) P 
FUTONA (Mra T D Pldnglor) Ms T Fttagton 
SAOtr CHXiA (Man Erttsy) B Bdday 
GLbttAS GALOHE (GB Raring) U Ofe 
HID BATTLE (Udy Am Bertncfr} J J Qten 4 0 6 

T33 Rttiardtoa Boy, 7-4 Ctdef Rad Noes, 7-1 
Etta, 26-1 tehere 

rS 11 0 R Massay (3) nans far (D Ndvfeon) 22 m 


RDurecody 

DVteco 

IflaaEJJoaae 

HWoodhcuaeSn 4 WDwwr 

-DJBudwl 
— ILawanoa 


-V Stately 
JtAlqwaffl 


-WVfartMngton 
-GOadtoy 


fibny, 16-1 LUafte, 14-1 Satpc- 


Punters’ Guide 


CHEPSTOW 

LI* MUSKHILL has die 

to be a top contender fcjfteBgd 

SunADiaoce Hurdle at 

After • seecesU 

bumper career, be 

flffihtUunderU) win on his hurfte 

dcbul ai Ascot. Celoa I*n ® 
gdered to have a brigbt f umre 

wfl] be staying OTstrongJy- 

ry-fi 

L45: Rayale Aogeta seeks afi«- 

^here and cannot be mWort 

after gamely bolding off all cbal- 
Iengers in a decent event at Ul- 
toxeter Iasi tune- SPLENDID 
THYNE, though, is classier and 
looks capable of giving 121 b to the 
locally trained bottom weight. 

cxn 

US A fit Tennessee Twist could 
defy tbe burden of top weight 
bate but an absence of over a year 
raises doubts. OisweO L«d bas pre- 
viously had problems staying tins 
trip on this demanding trade. Dojh 
S amoonL in contrast, is Kkely to 
be staying on best of aO. OT- 
TOWA has the best credentials 
however. When winning at Utua- 
eter a fortnight ago he had lead- 
ing Grand National candidate Him 
Of Praise back jn.thirtL 

NEWCASTLE 

2130: Addington Boy and SPARKY 
GAYLE are refugees from chasing, 
but while the .fanner is using this 
as a prep for the Cheltenham 
(Sold Clip, the selection, who acts 

cat this ground, is attempting to re- 
establish his reputation. 

□cn 

3.05: INDIAN ARROW, who was 
much improved for trying a longer 
trip last time, can follow up at the 
expense of Samlee. 

□QQ 

405: POLITICAL TOWER is con- 
sistent and quite capable of coping 
with lively ground. Blue Charm is 
improving and looks the danger. 


HYPERJQN’S 
TV TIPS 

WARWICK 

3 16: WINN'S PRIDE was t 44 

leneths behind the winner when 

SiomrrnmereaiUnoxetera 

knight ago- hardly encouragmg 
formJSut the ground was lesamg 
then compared to the fast surface 
S^tSfy-RegHolJui^ds 
Flat runners have hit form ^ late- 
vuiase King has form m the mud 
bui bis trainer says this Gve-year- 
oJd ads even better on firm ground 
and he is the danger. 

ClpQ 

3.4* A scorching 
with Lake Kariba and Queen Of 
the field. Both have 
ornved capable of finding more at 
faeffaish, but tbejWd pkymto 
tbe hands of ASHWELL BOY. 
Richaid Dnnwoody is likely to be 
stalking the pace-setter; lhro u g>- 
om. His mount was a metfiiable 
ihird last time to leading novices 
Cbampleve and Classy Lad 

OQQ 

41* David Nkhcrfson runs Sanmd 
Wilders pin. This six-yearnD 1 ^ 
caught SkOlwise to win 
y „i«m three weeks ago, but SBD- 
wise's subsequent poor run at 
Win canton failed to frank the 
form. SONG OF THE SWORD is 
consistent and looks superior. 

n p o 

44 * On his latest run 12 -year-old 

Dublin Flyer hit back at claims that 

he is on the downgrade by putting 
up his best display so far ihissea- 
son with 2 third to PaptUcin at Chel- 
tenham. He has been dropped 7Io 
since, and the younger SENOR EL 
BETRinTL up Sib since his Iasi 
nm in a handicap, will need to be 
on his mettle. 


Eider Chase - 


Fate of tt» favouring^ 
Wtaoarte Pfeoi In twttta 


1988 69 90 91 R2 93 94 95 

1 4 _3 A 1 1 & E- 



Strettoaj 


5.2 tl-2 0-2 


A 16-1 3-1 A 4-1 fel 31 




B 8 


0 8 


Wjrmtoq \ 


ti7 an cn a a? inn a ipfi an hb 


tar taw to £1 


rfiAl- Sucond Favourites -E3Da 


Pmcanfeoe of utkinare piar «H 1* ^ 2nd or 3rd MJHL3EE Bm ‘ ■ • •- • 

Shorte«6prictf whiner: Seven fawere 2-1 (1999) A_ = Abandone d. 


Long— t-Prieed wUman DgMa Duky 16-1 (0923 


Tbp tialnae No tiatonr ha» wan ttite reca m ore than once ro Bra past 0jg«L. 
Tbp Jocfcay: P 7*an - WWonl (005) & Sawn Tbware (097) 


First show 


MUSKHILL is a top-priced 
5-2 with Ladbrokes for the 1.45 
at Chepstow - the Tbte offer a 
more cautious 7-4 - while lra- 
nos is 11-1 with the Tbte - 
William Hill and Ladbrokes 
offer 8-1. 

Inthe215 at Chepstow. Ten- 
nessee Twist is 14-1 with Coral 
- William Hill offer just 9-1 - 
while Idiots Lady is 10-1 with 
the Tote - Coral and Lad- 
brokes conservatively go just 
7-1. 

Ian Davies 


Chepstow- 2-15 


Horn 


Mwr Mandate 

4-1 

62 

62 

*2 

Otiom 

92 

82 

92 

5-1 

Dan Samoptai 

6-1 

n -2 

S-1 

6-1 

StUeOonFtkvroy 13-2 

1M 

6-1 

n -2 

DsaiiaDEelnmf 

G2 

0-2 

7-1 

tw 

Mute Lady 

7-1 

9-1 

7-1 

W-1 

General Pongo 

12-1 

1M 

n-i 

0-1 

Omni Lad 

0-1 

12-1 

c-i 

n-i 

ItotaswalUti 

16-1 

9-1 

0-1 

0-1 

Ttarntafllteifer 

M-1 

ti-f 

0-t 

B-l 

PvamsBoy 

20-1 

25-1 

25-1 

25-1 


EKfHwy a queme On odds, ptacro, T. 2, 3 


Chepstow 

- 1.15 


Hons 

H 

L 

T 

Moaktfl 

94 

3-2 

74 

KtegaHan 

7-2 

4-1 

02 

Borazon 

5-1 

92 

4-1 

King On The Run 

6-1 

5-1 

02 

tomos 

6-1 

8-1 

11-1 

teaceyRrai 

14-1 

14-1 

M-1 

Had CtaM 

M-1 

M-1 

26-1 

CMooLan 

36-1 

25-1 

25-1 

Scortag FtetOgraa 

M-1 

M-1 

26-1 

BbnnglM 

0-1 

20-1 

25-1 

WBBtefilad 

50-1 

33-1 

86-1 

[ GDcfH*qrBflBfiAeodbk,ptaanr,23 


Newcastle - 3.05 


Hone 

C 

H 

L 

T 

Undarife lotto 

03 

72 

72 

03 

Dcxmtofl De Pron 

5-1 

5-1 

4-1 

4-1 

tadaoAinjar 

72 

4-1 

92 

4-1 

Sntin 

92 

92 

92 

M 

BtewtiHBkar 

6-1 

5-1 

5-1 

n-2 

CaBABoy 

M-1 

M-1 

16-1 

18-1 

KttaaHo 

01 

01 

01 

20-1 

OrarThaDael 

01 

01 

01 

20-1 

Scteteo Banks 

01 

01 

26-1 

20-1 

KkoigaD 

20-1 

25-1 

20-1 

25-1 

CboUy 

33-1 

33-1 

22-1 

33-1 


EacfHrey a fiBi toe odds, pfacas. 1, 2. 3 
C - Cota. H-WtanW.L-UKlKtes.T- Ttee 


Results 


SANDOWN 

1-43: 1. MOUNTAIN STORM (M A 
Ftegereid) 5-Z; 2. Percy Crow 15-8 fav; a 
Fin Bac 0-L io ran. 7% 14 (N Henderson, 
Lamtaun). Tbte: E3J0-. EMq, £120, E2.0. 
D ft Em CSF: E73a Trio: EKlfla 

SL20: 1. STORMY PASSAGE (R Dun- 
woody) 5-4;2.ChQfyr»LJK!8-11 fs^aiteiv 
datey 26-1 3 ran. a 34 (P Hobbe, Wwtaad). 
Tates £2X». DF: Etta CSF: ESST. 

2^0c 1. UPGRADE (CUmteflyn) 4-8 fev; 
2. Announcing 50-1: 3. Assailable 9-4 B 
ren. 7. tl (N Tiwiston-Oavfea, QwttefitamV 
Tbte E16* n« £S3Q DF: Emm CSF: 
£2336. 

2L25: 1. BARONET (RJotason) 5-T; 2. 
Dfaddah 13-8; 3. Oatia Ragrats 6-4 fan 4 
ran. Ntatist (PNtotatoon,7bntpteGufenL 
Bsta: £520 DR ESfla CSF: Cia3t MT: Irv- 
ctaeSoteL 

OSS 1. MONTROE (R DUTMoody) 6-4 fcvi 
2. can My Gum* 9-1 ; 6 Royal Action Tl -4 

6 ran. 4fi(R ftoire, Storringtont TbtiK 
£230: £150. £320 DF: £800 CSF: CfSfia 
FRNewLeaL 

«0: 1. PWUIVS WOODY (M A Fltager- 
akfl 3-1; 2. Abovanl 7-1; 3. FYazer Island 

■M-t 5 ran. H-10 few Spring Gate f«hV & a 

(N Henderson, Lantaoun). Tbte: £300: 
£170 £190 DF: C&40 CSF: £057. 

BOOS 1. BOCA BOCA (kfrTDtunen) 9^; 
a Steeples Lad 7-1 ; a All Gong n -8 lav. 
HSP'lI 1 7 - F Donnarv France), Tbte: £550; 
£2J0 S2A0, £140 DF: £040 CSF: £3342. 
Trio: £070 NR: Crazy Ciusadet 
•taekpot £97030 

P Jacopo t: £105.70 Quadpot: £6400 
Ftaco & £0864. Placo 8: £1070 

FAKENHAM 

2.00: 1 . LITTLE NOD (L Cummin^ «-i ; 
2- ftfcatTagh 20-1; a Zeeti M-l 14 m. 

5-2favKaBtertee(Wi).l l fr.4(JBestMaid- 

aton^l MJ30; £580 £770 £420 DF: 
E058O CSF: £28470 Tnceat BW7334 Wo: 
£28180 

, 200: 1. LUV^J-FTIANK (A P McCoy) 6-4 
far; 2. Ley ft Off 5-1; O Wtxoa Wonder 14-1 

SSM 0 p fe'SSS!!£^ 

cast £»fla Trto: £6350 

aO* 1- KNOCK LEADER (A P McCoy) 
15 few, 2. Briw Cover 7-2: 3. Swyntanl 
Prkta tt-l 9 ran. 2 . « (M Pipe, Waflngton). 
nta: £160; £100 £120 £230 DF: £190 CSF: 
£236 Trio: &4QO 

aafc 1. STRAIGHT ON (GBradey) 9-4; 
4 Nirvana Prince 3-1; a Sefleong 25-19 
ren. 2-1 fav Organ Recttte (fed), a 2fb. (Mre 
D Hana NewmarteO TMk £3*>; £110 £140 
£230 DP. 0440 CSF: EBOa Ufa: £2510 
41* 1. PRO BONO (Mr S Dinck) 
owns tew; 2. Cracking kfaa5-1;3. Jamas 
Tbe First 5-2 8 ran. 6 '/j. (WCaudwelLAb- 
btogdanLToto: £19* £120 £200 £190 DF: 
£890 CSF: £750 

4ACb 1. CLASSIC EAGLE (G Brsdey) 5-2; 
2. Kan Risk M lav; 3. Holkhem Bayti-2 

7 ran. 4, i 'b- (Ms D Heine, NtewmarkeO Tbta: 
£360; £220 £190 DF: £330 CSF: £562. 
Ptocapot: £9160 Quadpot: £160 
Placo tt £5640 Ptaca & £an 


SOUTHWELL 

1 A* 1. ACCYSTAN (L Charoock) 0-4; 
2. Tbyte's Pride M-1 ; 3. Ludero 9 ran. 

5-2 fav Bto Faa. 0 5 (P Hadam). TotK £29* 
£150, £Sl 5CL £230 DF: £4550. CSF: £4021 
Tricast E322JO Trim £5800 

ai* 1. H1LLZAH (H Basttoiai) 25-1 ; 2. 
Notation 6-1: 3. Ragamuffln Romeo B-t 
10 ran. 4^ fav Gbfe Pah. \ 0 (R Bastenan). 
TUk £3630: £770. £UO £140 DF: £2460 
CSF: EH92J7. Tricast £131540 Trio: Em80 
2 M: 1. ROYAL CASCADE (L Ftewfcto) 
7-1 ; 2. PalacagaiB Tbuch 54 fav, 3. Faoth- 
aratans Lane S-2 5 ran. 3 A.37. (B McMa- 
hon). T tote: ££330; £200 £160 DF: £1130 
CSF:£fi3& 

015: 1. BLUE ANCHOR (A CUtoane) 7-4 
fair, 2. Highbury Legend 6-1; 3. Mustoae 
B-1 9 ran. HcL 2’A. (Mrs M Revetey) Tbta: 
£200; £150 £190 £300 DF: £020 CSF: 
£1264 Tricast £6626 Trio: £3660 
345: 1. WHITE PLAINS (D Snrararay) 1 -fi 
tav; Z tycoon Tina 13-2; a Nattia 12-L 4 
ran. 0. 30 (K Breka) Tbta: £UQ DF: Cno 
CSF: £100 

430: 1. HEATHYARDS SHEIK (A Mc- 
Carthy) 06 tar. 2. Sharp Monkey 5-1; 3 

SSm Prior 0-t 6 ran. 3 7>. (R Hoflraheadl 
Tbta: £250; £160 £220 DF: £80 CSF: E92B 
430: t, ANTONIAS MELODY (Cfeagro) 
7-2; 2. Rhrer Ensign n-4; 3 DMns Ifias- 
P 11-8 fav 7 ran. ll(SR Bowring) Tbte: 
£360; £2KX £140 DF: E42Q CSF: 0226. 
Pfacapot £670 Quadpot: £720 
Place B: £16664 Race 5: £11573 

• The amateur rider Tristan 
Barry was taken to hospital in 
King’s Lynn after taking a heavy 
fall at FaJcenham yesterday. Bar- 
ry. riding Grand Entry in the 
hunter chase, was trapped un- 
derneath his mount when tbe 
eight-year-old fell fatally at the 
ninth fence. 
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Mixer fighting 






off loneliness 


of leadership 



THE ENGLAND 
captain has more im- 
arw« portant things on ins 
|«^ mind - the tender 
state of his battered 
rib-cage, for starters - but he 
■soldiers on like a seasoned 
showbiz trouper, razzling and 
dazzling his way through a 15- 
minute press conference and a 
dozen separate television and 
radio interviews. 

He presses the flesh and 
delivers- his soundbites with 
customary poise but to the 
acute observer, he is micro- 
scopically moodier than usual. 
Everybody wants a piece of 
Lawrence Dallaglio these days 
and just occasionally, be wishes 
they would find someone else’s 
bones to pick. 

Twenty-four hours later, he 
is back on Planet Positive. He 
has survived what he describes 
as a “fiery little contact session” 
under the unforgiving gaze of 
John Mitchell, the assistant 
England coach. His ribs have 
been tested to the limit and 
passed muster. “No reaction at 
all,” he says. “And if there was 
ever a session thabWould have 
caused a reaction, that was it 
Ever since we lost in Paris, 
John has been' telling us how 
soft we are. I think we're a bit 
harder now.” 

Like most rugby types, 
Dallaglio far prefers playing a 
good game to talking one; ask 
him whether be would rather 
answer seven questions about 
today's England-Wales match at 
Twickenham or have seven bells 
knocked out of him in training 
and he would take rather less 
than a nanosecond to give you 
his reply. “I enjoy playing ball 
on a Saturday afternoon,” he 
says. “It's that simple. Don’t 
even ask me how 1 felt sitting 
around on the sidelines watch- 
ing Wasps lose at Bath last 
week. 1 do not like missing 
matches, period.” 

But life is not thaL simple for 
an England captain, 3S Dallaglio 
readily accepts. It is a solitary 
role, a one-man epic played out 
in the full view of the mob and 
while the latest star turn shows 
no sign of falling prey to the 
demonic insecurities that so 
exhausted his immediate pre- 
decessors - Will Carling, the 
Hamlet miscast as hero, and 
Phil de Glanville, the natural 
leader betrayed by a cata- 
strophic dip in form - he is fully 


In his brief career as the England captain, 
Lawrence Dallaglio has yet to lead his side 
to victory. But, as he told Chris Hewett, 
he remains a firm believer in long-termism 


aware of the minefield he now 
treads. 

“I wouldn’t say the job has 
made me feel lonely or isolated 
in any way, but I can quite see 
bow. the captaincy might have 
that effect on someone who fails 
to guard against it,” be says. 
“Fortunately, I’m not the kind 
of person who allows himself to 
become detached or discon- 
nected. High-profile positions 
tend to have, rheir lonely 
moments bufuike-to think rm 1 
a mixer, someone who gets on 
withpretty well everyone-^oth 
on and_off the field. \ 

^Captaincy isgreat, a dream- 
job, when things are going well. 
But there's a flipside to every- 
thing and the flipside to cap- 
taincy is that things blow up in 
your face now and again. The 
add test is how much you’re 
prepared to learn from the 
knodk-bacfcs, how adept you are 
at picking up the pieces and 
building something stronger 
than you had before. 

“Long before I was ever 
made captain of anything, I de- 
cided that the only way forward 
in this game was to perform for 
the team first and myself sec- 
ond. You are so dependent on 
other people in rugby that when 
you get to international level, it 
is almost like going to war. Like 
any group of soldiers, the mem- 
bers of a team need absolute 
trust in each other. It's a Vou 
look after them and they’ll look 
after you' thing. Once that trust 
in breached, everything falls 
apart. 

“Thar’s why you won’t hear 
me or. indeed, anyone else in- 
this team being critical of a 
colleague in public. I want to 
develop a culture of collective 
responsibility, firstly because 
rugby is a team game and it’s 
pretty daft to stomp around 
blaming individuals for what- 
ever goes wrong over the course 
of 80 minutes and, secondly, be- 
cause in my book, you rally 
round when you see someone 
in difficulty. What you don't do 
iswait until after thegame and 
talk behind, his back.” 

DaHagJio’s“core values” -the 


Running 
rugby at its 
most 

Austintatious 


(Healey scores first try, 
£20 pays £260*) 


I ENGLAND v WALES I 

Twickenham. 
1/7 ENGLAND 
Ffasffrfscara 
m (C Bracken 

12(1 A. Healey'-! 

14(1 J.Gusorfh 

14rt FLBowley 4 
14/1 M-Per^ if 
16/1 N. Back 

1G/1 ABafeman, - ’ 
16/1 S. Gibbs ■; 
20/1 S. QutaneU « 
n 


SCOTLAND v FRANCE 

Munayffefd.K 
4/1 SCOTLAND 
FbstTrywBtr 

Wt C.Lamafecm 
12/1 RCarbonneau 

IV? G. Armstrong 
1S/1 TtesfaJflnedfl 
2tyi G. TtwnSflfUJ 
25/1 R. WabiwrigW 

Otter prices on request F 
-WfemlnOG shown bA 

TtenmheaiHrbme 
Rtrfeverf toteftprie 

k* off 3.00 pm. Live on B8G. 

Iff FRANCE 22/1. DRAW 
WfufagPoMsIfarsta . 

7/1 Scotland win by 1-5 points 

W Scotland win by 6-10 points 
13/2 fiance win iy 1-5 points 

W France win by 6-10 points 

4/1 Franrewtobyll-TSpotats 

5/1 France win fcy 16-20 pohtts 

Mesito nor court ter far bjecomr 
me me S 20 you bei Trim deduction paW. 

aoo« rinse Oh nmpapor wss prfrtsl 
k, page Ladbrokes MtfnT 608 (cM). 
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for a bet, Ladbrokes are favourite 


camaraderie, the musketeerish 
“all for one, one for all” ethic - 
will be under afl sorts of strain 
if V&les, bolshie and buoyant 
under the bright new stewardship 
of Rob Howtey, manage to sack 
Twickenham for the firk time in 
a decade this afternoon. 

It is not something Dallaglio 
expects to happen, not by a very 
long-chalk, bait he is at pains to 
emphasise that the building of 
Oive Woodward's New England 
TsJikeJy to take months, maybe 
even a year or two, rather than 
weeks. 

“1 can quite understand peo- 
ple - the supporters, especially, 
but also some of the players in 
this squad -who want things to 
happen quickly. Christ knows. 
I'm like it myself; 1 want to be 
the best, I want to beat every- 
one every day of the week and 
when tiling don't work out. I'm 
the first to give it the r Why, why, 
why?’ routine. I'm not the most 
naturally patient person in the 
world, to be honest. 

“But tins is a serious business 
we’re involved in here and it just 
doesn't come to you overnight 
You do your level best you take 
stock, you tweak and twist 
things here and there and you 
go again. Above ah, you listen 
to advice. The ability to listen 
is the greatest attribute you can 
have as an ambitious sportsman. 

“\tfhen you’re England cap- 
tain. of course, everyone under 
the sun has a piece of advice for 
you and I understand that You 
can turn a deaf ear, of course, 
and be dismissive to people. But 
the art of it is to digest what is 
being said, pick out the nuggets 
and throw the rest overboard. 
No-one knows it all in this 
game: not me, not the coaches, 
noteVen-theblpody All Blacks, 
fathough-ihey^prObably know 



A good ear: The ability to listen is the greatest attribute you can have as an ambitious sportsman,’ Lawrence Dallaglio 
said this week, as he prepared for today’s game against Wales Photograph: David Ashdown 


do something else.” 

Not only does Dallaglio lis- 
ten, both to Woodward and his 
coaching team and carefully 
selected advisers outride the 
narrow confines of the national 
squad, but he studies as wefl. He 
investigates the dynamics of 


sporting excellence in what- 
ever manifestation he happens 
to find it and every time be dis- 
covers a Tittle gem of infor- 
mation'’, he works out a way of 
modifying it for his own 
purposes. - ■ ... 

“What fascinates me is the 

formance over a long period of 
time and it seems to me that the 
key to consistent success ties in- 
ternally rather externally. The 
best put pressure on them- 
selves: they set their own stan- 
dards and they keep at it, night 
and day t until they meet them. 
And then what do they do? 
They set new standards. It never 
ends, no matter what they may 
achieve. 

“In rugby, I don’t look much 


further than New Zealand as a 
model outfit But Fm also in- 
trigued by the Chicago Bulls, the 
Williams Formula One team, 
some of the yachtsmen who 
prove themselves time and 
again in incredibly difficult cir- 
cumstances. What these people 
have in common is a drive from 
within. They're implacable in 
their pursuit of excellence and 
that’s how I want to see this 
England team develop. 

** We Ve got the talent in this 
country and we’re pretty well 
looked after in terms of re- 
sources but there are certain 
differences, tiny but absolutely 
crucial between ourselves and 
the real high-achievers. That is 
why the 26-ail draw with the All 
Blacks before Christinas was of 


more use to us than a win, 
which would have given us a 
false impression of where we 
were at. 

“It didn’t take me very long 
in Paris a fortnight ago to re- 
alise we were going to have a. 
bad day. It was fairly dear, right 
from the outset, that something 
was wrong in our collective 
psychology. Do the All Blacks 
ever feel that? And if they do, 
bow do they go about dealing 
with it in such a way as to win 
a game they really ought to 
lose? That’s what we have to 
discover and it will take awhile 
to get there. 

“Fortunately, it seems we’ve 
managed to instil a sense of 
kmg-termism in the squad. The 
players know that losing in 


Paris did not automatically 
make them a poor side, any 
more than drawing with the 
Blacks made them a great one. 
We lost sight of a few basics 
against France and we hap- 
pened to catch them on one of 
their good days. Against Wiles, 
we’ll take it right back down to 
winning our one-on-ones, our 
individual battles, and build 
from there.” 

Win or lose, you suspect 
that Dallaglio will thrive in his 
one-on-one today. His ribs may 
weU give him all manner of jip 
and the Henry Cooper-ish scar 
tissue over his right eye may well 
split asunder once again. But 
England's captain does not give 
a fig about being bloodied, 
provided he remains unbowed. 


Scots hopd for another home upset 

m 


By Simon Turnbull 


IT SHOULD perhaps only be 
whispered in the mill towns of 
the Scottish Borden, but the 
winning team at Murrayfield this 
afternoon wfl] be halfway to a 
Grand Slam. If Scotland happen 
to emerge victorious even those 
unfortunates who bought 
sweaters commemorating the 
1996 Scottish Slam that never 
was, before Dean Richards gave 
Rob WSafawright’s men a maul- 
ing at Murrayfield, might be 
moved to actually don their 
premature purchases tonight 

The metaphorical counting 
of chickens is one thing, though. 
Accounting for the French 
cockerel promises to be quite 
another matter. 

France have won five suc- 
cessive matches in the Five 
Nations’ Championship since 
the 16-15 defeat in Cardiff that 
handed the 1996 title to Eng- 
land. Scotland will have to un- 
hatch one of the all-time upsets 
to stop Les HicoioKS stretching 
their winning run to six. 

The form book has been 
famously tom up for this fixture 


before. The French have a habit 
of freezing on Scottish soil. 
Only once since 1978 have they 
won at Murrayfield. 

That was four years ago. 
when Jean-Luc Sadoumy 
scored the opening try in a 20-12 
success. Of the French XV who 
tine up today, only he and 
Olivier Brouzet have savoured 
victory over the Scots in Scot- 
land. It is a psychological crumb 
upon which the Scottish camp 
are hoping to feast T would like 
to think there is still a Murray- 
field factor,” Jim Telfer, Scot- 
land's coach, said. 

This factor did not, however, 
spare the Scots from ritual 
slaughters in their two pre- 
Christinas home internationals. 
Australia and South Africa in- 
flicted record defeats, 37-8 and 
68-10 respectively. 

France ought to bury their 
Edinburgh bogey under a simi- 
lar barrage of points this after- 
noon. It is, airier aD, just II 
months since the 47-20 Paris 
mis-match that left them cele- 
brating their first Grand Chefem 
clinched on home ground while 
the Scots went homeward tae 


th ink again with a record Five 
Nations' defeat 

France showed in their 24-17 
win against England a fortnight 
ago that their own trampling by 
the Springboks has not done any 
permanent damage to the com- 
bination of forward power and 
attacking pace that Jean-Oaude 
Skrela and Pierre Villepreux 
have blended into tbeir ranks. 
Scotland’s victory in Dublin was 
an altogether more prosaic affair. 

The class gap between the 
nations is perhaps further em- 
phasised by the extent of 
attacking faith tbe Scottish 
selectors have invested in 
Derrick Lee. “Derrick is an 
exciting young prospect who 
gives us attacking options,” 
Telfer said. “He played well 
against Ireland.” 

The London Scottish full- 
back, however, only played the 
final five minutes in Dublin. 
That is the extent of inter- 
national experience he will 
bring to bear in direct opposi- 
tion to Sadourny, who won the 
first of his 61 caps as a re- 
placement for Serge Blanco in 
Cardiff seven years ago. 


SCOTLAND v FRANCE 


at Murroyftekl 

D Lee London Scottish 15 j-L Sadoumy — 

AStanger Hawick 14 P Bemat-Salles. 

ATait Newcastle 13 CLamaison 




jotomiers 
— Pau 


■ Bnve 


G Townsend Northampton IZ S Glas 

K Logan Wasps II C Dominid Slade Francais 


..Bourgoin 


C Chalmers Metrose 10 T Castafgn&de . 

GAmnstrong.Newastle.apt 9 9 Carbonneaw . 
D HiJton Bath 


..Castres 


G Bulloch . — West of Scotland 

M Stewart Northampton 

D Cronin Wasps 

D Weir. Newcastle 


1 C Ca/Hano. 

2 R Ibanez — 


-Bnve 


-Toulouse 


R Waunwright-Dundee HSFP 
S Holmes — London Scottish 
P Walton Newcastle 


FToumaire. 
F Felous 


..Da* capt 


-Toulouse 

-Toulouse 


O Brouzet — B^gles-Bonjeaut 
M Lievremont ..Stade Franeak 
O Magne — _Brive 


8 T Lievremont - 


SuhidWBE K ft Stephen! (ttetoie), 
17 S Longserif (Dundee H5FP), B A 
fOcoI (8a*), 19 S Grimes (Wassntare). 
20 A Rcocfaurgh (Kehoj, 21 G Graham 
(NowcHtaL 22 G BB* (Cwrte). 


-Perpignan 

U X Gartajoa (T«i- 
17 D Aucajjne (Pau). BFGahfv- 
pMColomlers), N P Benetton (Awn). 
20 T cteda (Pau). 21 C SoISSte 
(BfaJers), 22 H Dal M**> (Agm). 


Referee; P O'Brien (New Zealand) 


Kfck-offi 3.0 i BBC I ) 


Scotland's task might not be 
so daunting if the cutting edge 
of Sadourny was the extent of 
their worries. From one to 15, 
though, tbe French have the 
sharpness to slice through. 

Alan fait stands to make his- 
tory as the first Scottish player 
since Johnny ’Rfellace in 1925 to 


score tries in four successive 
Five Nations games. The trou- 
ble is the Newcastle Falcon will 
probably have his claws full 
fighting a rearguard battle. 

U is likely to be a losing 
battle, too. But, then, Scotland 
would still be a third of the way 
to a Triple Crown. 


McRae’s relative success is the spur for elusive British driver’s championship 


Rallying 


ALISTER McRAE is deter- 
mined to emulate his two 
famous rallying relatives by 
winning his second Mobil 
British Championship this year. 

The 27-year-old from La- 
nark knows that to uphold fam- 
ily pride, be must add to his 1995 
triumph in the British scries. 

McRae’s father Jimmy cap- 
aired tbe title on five occasions 


between 1981 and 1988, and still 
competes successfully in the 
championship’s category for 
historic cars. And Aimer's 
brother Colin took the crown in 
1991 and 1992 before going on 
to become one of the world's 
leading rally drivers. 

Alister had an excellent 
chance to claim a second cham- 
pionship last year when he 
headed the standings going into 
the final round on the Isle of 
Man. But just when he looked 


set for glory, the Soot crashed 
his Volkswagen Golf and left tbe 
way clear for Mark Higgins to 
prise the title from his grasp. 

The heartbreak of 1997 still 
haunts McRae but it has made 
him more determined to make 
amends this year. “1 was disap- 
pointed to miss out on the 
championship last year and it's 
certainly something I’m hoping 
to put right this lime,” he said. 

“M like to win the title again 
to equal Colin's record, although 


I'm not sure about winning it five 
times like my father did.” 

McRae has plenty of faith in 
his Volkswagen team, who won 
the manufacturer’s champi- 
onship last year despite their 
Nol driver's mishap in tbe 
Manx event 

“I’m very confident about 
the coming season,” said 
McRae. “We know our'ezir wifi 
be very competitive on the 
gravel event early in theseaibn 
and will have a ncW inode]. 


which will be a major step 
forward on the iannac round 
later on " 

McRae will be in action 
today when he opens Volkswa- 
gen’s bid to retain the manu- 
facturer’s championship fa the 
season's curtain-raiser, the 
SQverstone rally sprint. 

His own personal pursuit of 
glory will begin fa the first 
round of the driver’s series, the 
Vunthall Rally of Whies, next 
month. 


Travails of 
Winter now 
in the past 


Boxing 


MARK WINTERS faces 3 
battle of the wind w to- 
defence of his British 
terweight title against the 
Londoner, Bernard Paul, va iffie 
. c ,.ur„n Rf Mad: loni£D L 


Tbe Ulsterman returns to 
the ring following the unhajyy 
circumstances surrounding fas 
tide victory .in October at the 
Sheffield Arena when bis oppo- 
nent, Cari Wright, subsequently v 
fell into a coma, requiring neu- 

roangeryron^noveabfopddol- 

Wright has made a remark- 
able recovery following bis fight 
for life and is backing the 
champion’s quest to make the 
Lonsdale belt bis own. 

The unbeaten Winters, a 
part-time travel agent fa 
Antrim, spent time with the Liv- 
erpudlian and his family lead- 
ing up to his first defence. 

“I spent a week fa Liverpool 
sparring with the WBU (World 
Boxing Union J champion Shea 
Neary and Andy Holiigan and 
spent a lot of time with Carl,” 
Winters said. “He has told me 
to go on and win the Lonsdale n 
belt and I am dedicating this 
fight to him- . — . 

-It was the grgjfest mo- 
far to win 

the British titieand the next day 
it was the worst moment when 
I heard about Cari. 

“I considered quitting the 
ring and my career was on bold 
until I knew that Carl bad re- 
covered- Everybody asks me 
how I will react once I get in the 
ring and I simply won’t know 
until I get fa there.” 

One thing the 26-vear-old is 
certain about is victory over 
Raul, al t hough the former Com* 
monwealth champion has pre- 
dicted that he wflj knock him 
out “in the later rounds”. 

Winieis retorted: “There is do 
chance that I will lose my title to I 

Bernard. He says he is a hard 
puncher but IVe been sparring 
with Shea Neary and Bernard 
doesn’t hit harder than him.” 

Paul, from Tottenham, is 
arguably having his last attempt 
at lifting a major title at the age 
of 32, having lost the Common- 
wealth belt to Paul Burke in Au- 
gust ; That followed a 
controversial paints win at 
Bethnal Green in April over Fe- 
lix Bwalya, who subsequently' 
died three days after defeating 
Burke at the end of last year. 

The Commonwealth title is 
now vacant and Burke has been 
nominated to fight for the belt, 
with Ghana's Judas Gottev ex- 
pected to be the opponent 

Paul would like a re-match 
with Burke but has focused on \ 
toppling Winters, who will be 
malting his first appearance at 
home following 12 straight wins. 

Meanwhile, the Common- 
wealth cruiseiweight champion; 

Darren Corbett faces the Bel- 
gian Dirk Wfallyn fa a 10-round 
non-title fight Wallya was last 
seen fa a British ring losing fa 
90 seconds to the former Eu- 
ropean champion Johnny Nel- 
son and Cortett is expected to 
deliver a similar result before his 
world title bout with the World 
Boxing Organisation champion. 

Carl Thompson.' 

I can t take any chances 
because my title fight with 1 
Thompson would be gone if I 
lest” said Corbett “The fight 
with Thompson is expected to 
happen on 18 or 25 ApriL* 

The unbeaten Brixton heavy- 
weight Danny Williams should 
chalk up his I3th straight victo- 
ry inside the distance when he 
faces Tim Ray from Kentucky. 


Lee speeds in 

to last four 


Snooker 


Stephen Lee made it a 
sion debut to forget for t 
prise Regal Scottish 
quarter-finalist, Chris & 
fa Aberdeen yesterday. 

the world No 16 
to a 5-0 whitewash of hi 
don rival fa just 84 min 
reach his second major s 
nal of the season. 

The unheralded & 
had won his previous two 

nV tha ■ i 



m WU l UIIQ 

have beaten Chris by t 
I’d been playing on o 
outside tables. 

“Chris couldn’t rea 

hown, probably becau 
his first time before i 
eras. 1 : 


partner, Ronnie O’Sul- 


t 




J 
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No qualms with Kwan’s artistry, but the ice still left'me dry 



CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
ON TV 


IN A WEEK When ihe Ameri- 
cans are shaping up 10 play the 
global bully again, it was fun to 
«se them having their butts 

K, 011 ** ice in Nagano 
tBBC. Eurosport). CBS had 
£^35m for the rights to the 
Olympic Games, nearly as much 
as Brian Laudrup’s pay packet 
at Stamford Bridge next season, 
hut once their men’s ice hock- 
ey team was knocked out, 
Americans indulged in their 
frue national sport, operating the 
Tv remote. It was during the fig- 
ure skating, which was about all 
they had left (and about which 
1 was slightly unkind last week) 
thaL I began to muse on ways to 
the Games more specta- 
tor-friendly. 

My first idea was to run the 
skating and the ice hockey 


together. Picture Tara Lipinski, 
who seems to have been plucked 
from one of these obscene child 
beauty pageants (such psycho- 
sexual dynamite that adult spec- 
tators aren't allowed in), going 
through her routine at the same 
time as the Czech Republic and 
Kazakhstan were conducting 
research into the effects of severe 
physical tr aum a during sporting 
activity: weaving her way through 
a slalom of severed appendages, 
a Czech arm to her left, a Kaza- 
kh nose to her right, skidding 
nimbly through the pools of 
blood, which she rearranges in 
graceful arcs across the ice... 

Or the style-free French- 
man, Philippe Candeloro, who 
cut easily the most ridiculous 
figure in Nagano in his red and 
black jumpsuit, dearly the result 


of an unnatural union between 
Michael Flaliey, Bruce Spring- 
steen and a dead dog, body- 
checked out of town by a couple 
of Finnish enforcers. 

Or you could have a special 
bobsleigh course that dipped in 
the middle and put the two worst 
crews from the first run against 
each other, starting at opposite 
ends and providing fun and 
laughter for all the family when 
they meet in the middle. Or bet- 
ter still, strap drug cheats (or 
Naseem Homed) to a luge and 
run them off against the four- 
man hit squad (I admit here to 
the influence of the greatest co- 
median who ever lived, Bfll 
Hicks, who advocated letting 
aged relatives go out with a bang 
as extras in Stephen Seagal 
movies: “Go on, grandma, walk 


cnnmtolhcmkicfe-Wbw.cool! 
He’s kicked her head off!") 

My favourite idea, though, 
and I don’t see why it couldn't 
be done, would be to have 

knock-out head-to- beads in the 
do wnhill skiing, just like the EA 
OK they'd have to do a few 
more runs, but they could man- 
age that, and how much better 
to race man against man, woman 
against woman, rather than out 
there alone shaving microsec- 
onds off Lhe dock. You could, of 
course, run them all together, but 
that would just be silly. 

Wnh last week’s harsh words 
in mind, I settled down to watch 
skating this week equipped with 
a vat of pen-poison. A short 
wbOe later, I found myself doing 
the hitherto unthinkable - 
rewinding to watch Michelle 


Kwan’s routine a second, slight- 
ly shamefaced time. 

Tbeyoung American went to 
the Gaines riding a hype-wave 
han d-in-hand with her rival, 
t t pinsld- It is unfair on them 
both, but I can't help associat- 
ing them in my mind with Nan- 
cy Kerrigan and Tbnya Harding 
from four years ago, though I 
can't imagine Upinski involved 
in anything more violent than 
tbereaming and thoreamhig dll 
she’s thick. She is technically per- 
fect, but a little soulless, while 
Kwan has the artistry- one ma- 
noeuvre, a spiral, in which she 
inscribed a floe across the rink 
rhat had the fi pesse of a line 
drawing by Picasso, Matisse or 
Cocteau, was a hnnp-in-the- 
throat job. Honest. So 1 take it 
all back. Wsll, most of it. After 



from me - 

the third American, Nicole 
Bobek, fatting apart like 
Spurs defence, and then 

saving her tearful agpny as she 
waited for her lou^marte forts 
own way, as gory as the hockey. 
It seems these days dial you 

or, more than a couple of 


instead, and though Carling has 
snUtoleaxn how to look relaxed. 
Holmes was surprisingly un- 
fluffy. making sure each discus- 
sion stayed rational and 
interesting- They uied to pack 
frr too much in, Holmes leap- 
ing in on someone's outflow 
rime and again- Having as guests 

the card-happy referee Gra- 


months without another sports 


to the screens. The BtH-s 
Onside was the most recent. 


, , 

The Sports Show is presumably 
intended as a response. 

If so, it needn’t bother itself, 
eschewing as it does the sports- 
lite. Cosy Comer approach of 
J oh n inverdale and his team. 

nVhavethePudgyTwins,Ea- 
monn Holmes and Will Calling, 


namruu, a*" 

controversial Arsenal-Chelsea 

game this week, Philip Don, was 

Igreat idea, so why not let them 

expound at length? 

The programme did, though, 

produce the line of the week, on 

the subject of the 40 per cent 
ticket-price hike at Chelsea. 
“I’m go^g to have ray wages 
paid directly into the dub," one 
fan said. '“It’s the only way to get 
a season ticket these days." 


Incentive 

high for 

hopefuls 


Cricket 


Derek Pringle 

reports from Georgetown 

IF THERE is a place designed 
to test the mettle of England’s 
cricketers mid-way through 
their tour it is the next for tnigh t 
in Georgetown. A city buflt al- 
most entirety of wood, it sits on 
the mouth of the mighty Esse- 
quibo river, a place where fron- 
tier meets backwater and the 
stuff coming out of your tap is 
the colour of tea. 

The combination does not 
prevent the people here from 
dreaming about cricket, and 
although the place has done for 
one or two illustrious careers - 
Craig McDermott, the Aus- 
tralian fast bowler, ended his ca- 
reer when be twisted his ankle 
while jogging along the sea 
wall - others such as Mark 
Raraprakasb, whose father 
comes from these parts, will be 
looking to restart theirs. 

Over the next three days, 
England, who will play all those 
not involved in the last Tfest, take 
on Guyana at the Everest 
Cricket Club. While Angus 
Fraser and Dean Headley take 
a well deserved rest - as does 
Graham Thorpe who has flu - 
there wiD be fierce competition, 
especially among those who 
have yet to play a match, to 
catch the selectorial eye. 

Depending on the pitch ex- 
pected at the Bourda, where the 
fourth Test starts on Friday, the 
places most under pressure are 
at No 3 and 6 in the batting 
order, though a second spinner 
may also be an option. 


However, with Mark 
Butcher having taken his 1 1th- 
hour opportunity in the previ- 
ous Tfest, it is John Crawley, the 
man in possession, who faces 
the sternest challenge from 
Ramprakash, though Adam 
HoUioake, providing his back 
has recovered, will alan be in the 
shake-up. 

Since his debut in 1992, 
Ramprakash ’s Test career has 
been a series of false starts and 
disappointments, a fact his 
average of 17.2 indicates. Yet 
even when be plays well, as he 
did in the thrilling win against 

Australia at The Oval five 
months ago, fate always seem to 
Conspire a gains t him . 

“I must admit, I came here 
expecting to ‘start in the Test 
team," said Ramprakash, an as- 
sumption that appeared to be 
backed up when two of the 
selectors Mike Gatting and 
Graham Gooch, phoned earlier 
in the tour to enquire why 
Crawley had been preferred. 

Ironically, in view of 
Butcher’s subsequent role, he 
would probably have played 
instead of the Surrey man in the 
last Tfest. had flu not struck him 
down the night before. 

Frustration, particularly on 
this level, was not something the 
young Ramprakash would ap- 
proach with equanimity. But if 
the responsibilities of fatherhood 
and the Middlesex captaincy 
have helped ameliorate his fiery 
disposition, the temptation to be 
gung-ho about the next few days 
must still be fairly strong? 

“You could look at this 
as your big chance," said Ramp- 
rakash. who scored a century in 



Mark Ramprakash is finally heading for his first game of the tour against Guyana today 


Photograph; Ross Setfbrd/Empics 


the corresponding fixture four 
years.ago. “But. that would be 
putting too much pressure on 
yourself. It’s ray first competitive 
match since September, so I’m 
not expecting too much, just to 
spend some time at the crease.” 

Pressure or not, the pitch at 
Everest looks a far better sur- 
face than any of the Tfest pitches 
England have so far encoun- 
tered. But if that perhaps offers 
a degree of unreality, the fact 
that 80 per cent of the overs in 
these first-class matches is 
bowled by spinners, as opposed 
to about 10 per cent or less in 
the Tests, means that runs here 
will not be worth their usual val- 
ue as a currency of comparison. 

Apart from that, the oppo- 
sition, who will be captained in 
Carl Hooper's absence by Shiv- 
narine ChanderpauL, is strong, 
and contains the fast bowler 


Reon King, a previous ac- 
quaintance .from .the West. 
Indies A match earlier in the 
tour, as well as the prolific left- 
hand opening batsman Clayton 
Lambert. 

If England are dwelling over 
who might bat at No 3, calls in 
several local newspapers for 
the inclusion of the 36-year 
old Lambert to replace Stuart 
Williams in the Tfest team, re- 
veals the serious lack of baiting 
depth currently afflicting West 
Indies cricket. 

A stalwart for Guyana, Lam- 
bert played his only Tfest match 
against England in 1991, when 
he was one of Phil TUfhell’s six 
victims in the first innings. If, 
like Ramprakash, he still has as- 
pirations of adding to bis tally 
of caps, it is a mistake he will 
not be wanting to repeat over 
the next couple of days. 


England pressure falls short 


Myles Hodgson 
reports from Maora 


England A 186; Sri Lanka A 190-7 
Sri Lonko A win by three wickets 

ENGLAND A fought against 
tour fatigue to fail to seven balls 
short of claiming a memorable 
victory and levelling the series 
in yesterday's second one-day in- 
ternational against Sri F-anlca A 

Needing victory to draw 
level in the three-match series 
after their 142-run defeat in 
Moratuwa on Wednesday, Eng- 
land A made a determined at- 
tempt to defend a disappointing 
total of 186 but were unable to 
prevent Sri Lanka A succeed- 
ing in the penultimate over. 

However, despite their fail- 


ure to reach a challenging to- 
tal, England bowled and fielded 
superbly and pressured Sri Lan- 
ka to such an extent that they 
needed 47 off the final 10 overs 
with three wickets remaining. 

“We’re very disappointed 
because we have lost the series 
but it was a magnificent effort 
in the field and we felt 186 was 
a bit short of a good total," Nick 
Knight, the captain, said. Ben 
Hollioake epitomised England 
As determination tty bawling 
Avishka Gunawardene with the 
first delivery of the innings. 

England had suffered an 
equally disastrous start after 
being put into bal by losing 
Knight, Andrew Flintoff, Holli- 
oake and Darren Maddy inside 
the opening 21 oveis. 


Sri Lanka A won torts 
ENGLAND A 

*N v KntaN rui out . — . — — .. -» 

AFWoHcQuiawitJBnabPstfyagTjru .....W 

BCHofcoW bPaSyaguru -3 

O ASrieh cand b BanCbrttotra . — — —.65 
DL Muddy at Doraanayoke b Bwxterfltefce 4 
D 4 Q Sato# C Jsymnfoara b Bandurfflteta « 
II A Eafwot at DasaaravaKa 0 Chandana ..IB 

AFGfeacandbCnendana m 

D R Brown st OaesanayakB b Chandana __S 

1C MW Rand not out - -.4 

D A Cookarar out 3 

Extra (b3 b9 w7) 19 

TWal (4&3 own) IBS 

Nfc 1-22 2-Z7 3-63 4-665-32 6-OG7-668-TG8 

MSB 

Bowing: 7-e-G-O: ft*ya(Mii7-1-3M; 

Hatuuainrfia M-174J; jauawardene WMM: 
B an dantefe w-i-28-3; Chandana 3-1-30-$ 
Kaluga B3-0-34-Q. 

SH LANKA A 

A Guwantane b HcAoeto .0 

u C Hatuinfcglw c Kidgla b frown v 

R F Arnold not out 68 

0 R M Jayanartfena c Read b &own 4 

P Homage c Rend b Hotoate -19 

*R S Kcapaflo a Roadb Maddy B 

U D U Chandana bw b Mtddy 5 

R PMyapau c Conk* b Maddy 3 

TP B Das3an8Mka m! out _ao 

Pah— (64 10 

TaM (kr 7. 4&5 own) 160 

FOB: 1-0 2-40 3-S4 4-117 5-E£ 6-134 7-140 
DM not bat N BtndanMa H Bote*! 
Bowfeig: Hptoata KMJ-39-2; Brawn tl-1-302: 
Eaton 9-0-31-0; Gtes 95-0-46-0; Cosher 
4-0-22-0: Maddy B-O-B-3 
Umfdraa: T M Samaraahghe and I Anandappa 


Smith flies ahead as Silk Cut drops anchor 


Sailing 


HE SKIPPER of the British 
icht SSk Cut, Lawrie Smith, 
rent his42Dd birthday guiding his 
oat into Ushuaia on the south- 
m tip of Argentina yesterday to 
ike on the extra fotxi and diesel 
hfch will enable her to complete 
ic fifth leg of the Whitbread 
bund the World race. 

Silk Cut had been sa i l i n g un- 
er jury rig for LO days following 
te loss of the top section of her 
bsl “We hope to be in port less 
tan 12 hours." Smith said. “Ws 
re still racing-” 


Smith, however, will not be 
aboard when Silk Cut puts to sea 
again. He and five of his crew will 
fly the remaining 2,000 miles to 
the finish at Sao Sebastiao in 
Brazil to prepare a new mast. 

The all-women crew of EF 
Education are also heading for 
Ushuaia, but are still 680 miles 
from Cape Horn. 

Brunei Suneigy duly moved 
into second place after their au- 
dacious decision to sail around 

the eastern coast of the Falkland 

Islands. While Innovation 
Kvaerner, Merit Cup, Swedish 

Match and Thshflxr have been be- 
calmed to the west for two days. 


Roy Heiner took the round- 
about route and leapfrogged 
four places to bead the pack be- 
hind lhe runaway leader, EF 
Language. 

Heiner is now ahead of third- 
placed Innovation Kvaerner by 
nine miles and is averaging 15 
knots. His rivals are only able to 
achieve nine knots at best 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLO RACE 
(Fifth leg, 6,570 mites, Auckland, NZ, to 
Sao Sa&wtMo, Bra): 1 EF Language 
(Swe) P CByaid 983 mBos to IlnSh; 2 
Eternal Sunergy (Nath) R Heiner + 813 ; 3 In- 
novation Kvaerner (Nor) K Rested + 622 ; 4 

Merrt Cup (Monaco) G Dalton +B 2 & 8 ; 5 
Swedtah Match ISw) G Kranfcs + 6252 ; 6 
ChesssRackig (US) D Smith + 6 E 8 ; 7 'fcsfs- 
ba (US) P Stands" 

LSmtfi+tn«:SI 

tou +1616 
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Jackson and Hall enlisted to add experience at Featherstone 


Rugby League 


By Dave HadfieJd 


FEATHERSTONE ROVERS 
have continued their build-up 
for a tilt at the First Division title 
tty signing the experienced and 
versatile Anthony “Quco" Jack- 
son from Hull. 

Jackson, who has played both 
wing and prop for the Humber- 
side team, is initially on a 
month’s loan, but could be avail- 
able for a permanent move. 
Like the former Leeds and 
Bradford centre, Carl Hall, 
who has joined Rovers on trial. 


he is in line to make his debut 
against Hull KR tomorrow. 

Hall has been playing rugby 
union for Moseley, but the New 
Zealander is keen to return to 
league. “We have a very young 
team and our coach, Steve 
Simms, feels he needs a bit of 
experience and steadiness to go 
along with them," said the 
Featherstone secretary, Tfeny 
Mullaney. 

Leigh’s prop, Tim Street, has 
been cleared to play against 
Whitehaven after avoiding fur- 
ther punishment for his send- 
ing-off against Sheffield in the 
Challenge Cup last week. 


The two Hunslet players 
sent off in the defeat tty the 
amateurs of EUenborough have 
had mixed fortunes. Chris Ross 
has been suspended for four 
matches but Rob Wilson has 
been found not guilty and has 
also been told that no action will 
be taken over another incident 
in the same match. 

Jim Rudd, who kicked off 
the first Wembley Challenge 
Cup final for Dewsbury in 1929 
and died on Chris tmas Day at 
the age of 9B,.is to have his wish 
granted by having his ashes 
scattered behind the goals at the 
stadium tomorrow. 


“We do receive occasional 
requests of this nature but were 
especially touched by Mr 
Rudd's desire for his ashes to 
be scattered on the hallowed 
turf," said Wembley’s press of- 
ficer, Martin Come. 

“He holds a unique place in 
the history of rugby league at 
Wembley." 

The League and the BBC 
are encouraged by viewing fig- 
ures for this year’s competition, 
which peaked at 4 .5 million for 
the Leeds-Castleford tie last 
Saturday and almost Lm for St 
Helens' match at Featherstone 
on BBC2 on Sunday. 


Williams pair 
given early 
time check 


Motor racing 


By Derick AUsop 


THE NEW Fbrmula One sea- 
son is still a fortnight away and 
already Williams, the world 
champions, are contemplating 
their driver line-up for next year. 

Incumbents Jacques Vil- 
leneuve and Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen are on the teams’ list 
of candidates for 1999, but both 
will have to meet requirements 
spelled out yesterday. 

Villeneuve, who won the 
title last year, must deride by the 
middle of the season if he wants 
to stay at Williams, while 
Frentzen has to improve his lev- 
el of performance if he wishes 
to be retained. 

Frank Williams and his part- 
ner, Patrick Head, are conscious 
Vnieoeove is wanted ly his man- 
ager, Craig Pollock, ti> Icau the 
British American Raring team, 
which is to be launched next year. 
They are equally aware the Ca- 
nadian will seek evidence of (he 
operation’s potential U-tore 
committing himself anaVim*y 
prefer more time than they arc 
prepared to permit him. 

Head said yesterday: “We 
would want to be sorted with the 
drivers we arc running wiih in 
1999 in the middle of the year. 
We won’t be strung along wait- 
ing for Jacques. Well be letting 
him know about our timetable." 

Frentzen’s inconsistency last 
year disappointed the team. 
Williams describing him as a 
“frustrating individual at times". 
Head made it clear they de- 
manded better this year. He said: 
“He knows this year he's got to 
perform if he’s going to stay at 
a top team. The truth is that 
being a well-paid driver is a priv- 
ileged position, but successful 
drivers make things happen. He 
has to be more assertive." 

Even if there are changes at 
Williams next year. Head does 
not expea Michael Schumach- 
er to be joining them. “The idea 
of Frank signing a cheque big 
enough for Schumacher just 
doesn’t seem real,” Head said. 

“I understand Schumacher 
has a opt-out clause if Ferrari 
don’t win the championship 
this year and if he leaves them 
I think it’s likely he will go to 
McLaren-Mercedes. I know 
Mercedes are pretty keen to gel 
him on board. He’s less likely 
to be at Willi ams. " 

• Ken "tyrreD has announced his 
retirement from Formula One 
with immediate effect. The 73- 
year-old chairman of the Tyrrell 
Raring Organisation, which 
was bought out by British 
American Racing in November, 
stepped down yesterday along 
with his son. Bob, the business 
development director. 


Sporting Digest 


men to decide coach’s future 


rE of Jurgen Grob- 
f coach of the British 
un lies in the hands 
Redgrave and other 
iritish oarsman. 

[e allegations that 

as a key figure in the 
East German rowers 
70s and ’80s, he has 
e respect and trust of 
h team who he in- 

i record eight medals 
art World Cbampi- 
l France. 

tve and his partner, 
Pinsent, while un- 
for comment yester- 
joth believed to be 


going to have an 
■edng with athletes 


and other officers of the asso- 
ciation and base any derision on 

their views," said the Amateur 
Rowing Association chairman, 
Martin Brando Bravo. 

“We have adean, drugsrfree 

sport in this country. This issue 
is ruining our good work. 

The allegations that Grob- 
Jer, who also acts as Red- 
grave’s personal coach 
alongside his duties to the 
British team, fmst surfaced last 
weekend. 

Grobler, 5 1 , spent nearly 20 
years as a coach to East Ger- 
many’s dominant men’s and 

women’s teams. 

So far he has refused to 
confirm or deny the allegations 
and was unavailable for com- 
ment yesterday. 


Badminton 

THOMAS CUP MEN'S WORLD TEAM 
CHAWtONSHlP Asian quaBMng towns- 
man! (Mania. PM): 

land 4 Singapore 1 : TWwn 5 Canada 0 ; 
USER CUP WOMEN'S WORLD TEAM 
CHAMPIONSHIP Aslan ipafiiying toufna- 
irwrt (Mania, PM): China 6 Japan 0 ; Nsw 
Zealand 3 Malaysia 2 . 

Basketball 

NBA; indtana B 2 Phiadalphla 77 ; ChlcaQ 0 123 
Toroma 06 ; Anton® 87 Mb Bi: Houston 

WJuSSi 90: Msml 89 LA Clppas BO: LA 

Lakers 131 Demur SB. 

BUDWSSER LEAGUE: Wdted 97 Crystal 
Pataca 92 . 

MEN'S EUROLEAGUE: Group B MaceafaTfei 

Amv 78 Croatia Spft 68 : WmMtonrattta 

KMB 4 TlskTaW*im 8 aQioia>RBBnattoTte- 

viao TO S3 CSKA Moscow 77. Group G: Atoa 
Si* ffe Khdar BotaaMBB Ctoup H=AB< 

Athens 68 Ftartan Belgrad e 78: Xa rnsj^tam 

Bdoana (Ml 79 htapoBi J*uaalam «L 

Cricket 

WarwfcksMrab Mfchasl Bel, the 31- 
year-old left-arm pace bonder, wi be 
free to join another county on 5 
MfflDhafterasua»^U^peaJtoftie 

England and Wtales Cnctet Board for 
a wriich to an uicontBSted Ust Hw 
registration 

AustraBafe Cricket Board and the 
ptHyws’ union meet ai a secret loca- 
tion today with both parties app^r- 
hg dose to seating theff long-running 
pay dsputa 
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C D uctffen. C L cams, D J Huh. D L 
SBDotASBOConnot 
BmMiq Bd d*ta): Swefc W4-3B-1; Mbanowa 
MMod KMM; WS 
taJ *^14-0; HocJdB TZ-3-Z3-1 
UnodrsK R 9 Duma (NJ3 and 8 G Ftandsd (Aus). 
S U P BaKJ HrsaaEB(FlrMrtaro»lBai);C«n- 

2 

80 tor 3 

Drugs in Sport 
Sevan Austrafian sportsmen tested 
positive for steroids in the last three 
months of 'B97, the Austraian Sports 


said yesterday. None 

□f the offenders had compatedatin- 
temaflonal level Ther e were als o four 
positive tests for pseudoephedrhe and 
one for carmabfe. 

Equestrianism 
Etyth "fort. New Zealand^ Ogge 




yesterday after 


winning the 
Dries of the 


global and Europe 2 zones 

World Three-Day Event Rankings. 

LAND ROVER FB WORLD THREE-QAY 

EVENT RANKINGS: Global: 1 B Hdl (NZ); 2 

' 4 *a;7WFto- 


M Kira (GB); 3D OComor (US); 

E A Nfctootaon <N2); B M Ryan (, 
Rtl (GB); 8 B EtavU&on (USlZon 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE FIRST OMSIOft Port- 


Stall 69 6K 139 Cl 


H~Byiidi«[NoNorBiAitflc»: POb 


H ToncMng 

tta (uST It 


ilea: P DMBBn (USl 

L-H Lofc (Br) Tbung FOdors: 


Football 

Arsenal have lost foeir last Bnk with tie 
great Herbert Oiapman teem of the 
feOs with lhe death of the former Eng- 
land captain George Mate at the age 

of 87. Male sovetf Arsenal for more 
than 50 years, first as a player, then 
a coach and finaly a scout 

FACARLWQPa FMEnSH IP n aT ai Madttf 
n-wM29Aprlb ChdtaM vBtacMun (Aw 

co ntt tCfl). 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
panad fhbirac Sat 28 March: Uddasl 
v8MrKkn 



cd Congo 1 ftondataa a| Camatwi a 
INTERNATIONAL FRtEHXy (MandOZte: Ar- 

g*n6no| (Vtvu ft 49) RonWfEl^fco. 

THURSOOrS LATE REStUS: tadtaalAMM 
PwgwM^OKNottriflhani Fores 2^te 
3_ Jewrcn Worn LragtiB Wktaich 0 

Golf 

CANON C HALLEN GE (Syteay) L— Stag to 
«A&wrt70»DW H 7l 6&140AK 

|iSwT§S?^L , G?SSifSji«3 

89 S Lyto (08). 7D N ftllo (GS) 

R Vtaa» els73 re 144 WSchuna7272. 14SS 

— j? 87 :_PaafciB 75 70 14SS van am 

(JterilW 72; J Hmutats 73 73; C Do4- 


hen A Rood, C Rartck, H Kabayafihi (Jnpofi), C 

Johnson, D EmaCno. L Ontas (GBl K Atwra. 

PwaR Hettwngtcr (Au>]t THmson. L Hacfc- 

nsy (uB): j Gtdaglw-GraBi. Ottwr GB: 7D H 

Dctraon. U UcKav. 71 C Mallhsw 72 C )**» 

lanJMnta(73SLa«a i LFtarelougft74TJoi«v- 
•on. 75 BSjnKtaddc, K Marshal. 5 bj MockSb. 

Hockey 

ajROPEAN INDOOR CLUB CHAUPIONSHP 
A Dlytalon (Hamburg) FIratttay: Pool A: Har- 
Start# Rnagua 

(Or Rop) 3 MZCS Poatotneo (Pol) a PdoTB: 

DCrtdAer C CMern Lyngty pen) 2 WC 

Viama (Aul) BUta (R) Itt 

Ice ho ckey 

EXPRESS CUP SraMtada, aaeond togs: 
ShaHeM 4 Bradawl 4 tagg: 5-7); Ayr m i& 
tincham 4 (ago: iuj. 

Rugby Union 

ATWn»wra^goldaDacra. EdtdngnH 

UNDER -21 INTERNATIONAL (GoManacrs); 
Scodand 9 Franca 22 

THURSDAY’S LATE HESULC Club match: 
Pamypocd 2 SNasei 4 a 

Snooker 

RBGAL SCOTTISH OPEN (Abcntoata Fourth 
roun«fcROSl*vafi (Eng) ta JWhKaf&irt 5-3; 
C Scanlon (Entf M M Ban 


(Sco) bt S Hendry [Scoj 5-4 Oi 

— S Lae (Eng) bi C Scanlon (Eng) j 

F OBrtan (M) to K Dahmiy (fei) S-4 


Tennis 

^TOPEAN COMIUMTY ATP TOURNA- 
MBD (Antwp) Singlo*. aecond round: M 
(SwO) bfV KatakAov (As) M &4 6-3: 
Q Rusa dsM (GB) bt G Raouc (Fh 7-6 3-6 7-6. 

PMw (Aue) ta C Paine (Ffl 64 7-6; K Kuoma 

(Skwak) bt B UBnacii (Cz RaM 6-1 6-1 Ouar- 
Mrata: G RusadsW (GB) bl T Jctnnsson &M 4 

Mj *6 $-4; U Ftossat |S*s) bt M Lorsson ©we) 

wfo 

STJUDETJ ATP TOUR AdompMa) SlnMa*. 
Bird muwt: G Kuenan (ferl bt J Gantta iusj 
M 7-fi; Tl Bnnst (Swel bl J Stoflertoorg lAusj 
M 6-1; G StaHord ISA) bi j Alonso iSp) 6-1 
7-5; R Romberg (Aus* bt B MacPtoa fUSJ +6 
6-3 6-4; M Ros {Chdei bt V Spadaa (US) M 
M; M Clmng (US) bt A Gaudenzl (it) 4-6 M 


6-3 6-4; U nos (0*1 1 
M; M Chang (US) bt A _ .. 


7-5 M 


I |Aus) bt T Martin (US) 


5-0; M 


J rofmd: A Kcurmtora (fto) K W I 

afGo) M 6-1; P ScfmydBf (&rt) bl I » 

(Coa) B-1 B-3; N feuaa (Fr) bt K Hebsu 

(Stow*) B4&4 QnMar-Snata: J NowM 

Rep) tt L Raymond (US) 6-1 7-5; A Kou 
« (Ra) bt A ttebar (Gal 6-* 36 6-4; P St 

dar (SM) bi N -bu 2 Bi (R) M 
SSBS SM^pM TAS WOMEN’S T0U1 

SflBLaeuRRi 

S Jayreaatan (Can) bl M Mesa 
LM iWOMOTS CHALLEN8ER (Radbrt 

SstssssfsssssSSS 

f 3641 Sred^bata L^bSfcjtts 
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Wenger outburst over Chelsea ‘divers’ 


Football 


By Nick Harris 


Arsene Wenger yesterday risked 
the wrath of the Football Asso- 
ciation by calling ArsenaTs Coca- 
Cola Cup conquerors Chelsea 
“experienced divers’' and saying 
the semi-final referee Graham 
Rail’s di sm iss a l of Patrick Vieira 
was “absolutely ridiculous." 

Wenger, speaking in a calm 
and calculated manner two days 
after the Stamford Bridge 
match, revealed his sense of in- 
justice and a daunting injury list 
for today's home Premiership 


match against Crystal Palace. 

Wenger criticised Poll, who 
dished out 10 yellow cards and 
one red on Wednesday night, 
and then appeared 24 hours lat- 
er on a television show in winch 
he took up an invitation to jus- 
tify his decisions. 

Wenger said: “I think he 
should have stayed at home - on 
both nights. I’m very disap- 
pointed because it seemed 
everything went against us. We 
were not angels but you have to 
say that if Vieira wassent off then 
10 other players could have 
gone off before and alter him." 

He also thinks Vieira, who 


has collected 23 yellow cards in 
less than two seasons, has be- 
come a victim of his reputation. 

“The first booking against 
Vieira was absolutely ridiculous 
because for me it is a dive by 
[Giantaca] Viaili," Wenger said 
“I said to the players who had 
been booked before half-time 
that it was very important not 
to be involved in any thing 
might bring a second yellow 
card but it was such a physical 
battle and they [Chelsea] have 
much more experience. They 
dived a lot," 

The European Commission 
has written to the World Cup 


Organising Committee (CFO) 
demanding that it drops a re- 
quirement- for non-residents 
ordering tickets to have aposlal 
address in France. . 

The letter accuses the CFO 
ofbreaching the principles of free 
and fair competition within the 
EU^ angle market and wans le- 
gal steps wOl follow unless the 
iuk is dropped within a fortnight. 
More than 60 per cent of tickets 
have already been sokleariu^efy 
to people living in fiance, but the 
European Commission hopes 
that its action win allow greater 
access to any tickets remaining 
on sale. 


The Commission has also 
told the CFO that its ticket pol- 
io/ disadvantages anyone living 
outside France because the only 
option is to buy through agents, 
who axe asking high prices. 
“There is dear discrimination. 
We want to see more European 
citizens, and not only in France, 
being able to buy tickets," it said. 

If the CFO decides to ignore 
the wanting letter, the Com- 
inissioa will proceed to a formal 
statement of objections to its 
system. If that is not heeded the 
organisers will be fined for 
every day they continue with the 
infraction. 


Blackburn’s manager, Koy 
Hodgson, is stepping up iris 
move for Lazio's Pierluigi Casir- 

- . _ . UL- 


Tbny Parkes, to watch C asria g h i 
against Juventus in the Italian 
Cup on Thursday. 

Tottenham hope to com- 
plete the £L3m signing of Mous- 
sa Saib, the 26-year-old Algerian 
midfielder, from the Spanish 
dub Valencia next week. Spurs’ 
manager, Christian Gross, tar- 
geted the former Auxeire man 
soon after replacing Geny Fran- 
cis but had to wait for Saib to 
end his involvement with .the 
Africa Nations’ Cup. 


Reid and 


Robson on 


the rise 


Forget Newcastle, the best football in the 
North-east is to be found in Sunderland 
and Middlesbrough. Ian Potts reports 


IT IS live on Sky. it is the near- 
est thing Newcastle have to a 
Premiership derby this season, 
but Leeds United’s jaunt up to 
St James’ Park tomorrow is 
not the biggest game in the 
North-east this weekend. 

That takes place down by the 
Riverside this afternoon: Mid- 
dlesbrough against Sunderland. 
Second in the First Division 
against third. Two teams whose 
combined gates topped 70,000 
in midweek. 

Boro's sell-out for their Coca- 
Cola Cup semi-final return with 
Liverpool was, perhaps pre- 
dictable. Less so the Nationwide 
League record of 40,579 who 
contributed to the first lock-out 
at the Stadium of Light. 

This, remember, on a chilly 
Tuesday night in February, 
which saw Peter Reid’s side 
skate to a 4- 1 win over a Read- 
ing team whose travelling con- 
tingent totalled 150 fans. 

On and off the field, the re- 
sponse by both dubs to last sea- 
son’s disastrous demotion from 
the Premiership has been re- 
markable, and only magnified 
by the Magpies’ fall from grace. 


With Newcastle having been 
forced to revamp their old 
ground after objections to plans 
to relocate to the nearby Town 
Moor, supporters on the Tees 
and the Wear can boast better 
stadiums - and local pride de- 
mands that they be filled. 

Sunderland's astonishing 
turn-out four days ago was the 
biggest in the region for 17 yean 
and physically can’t be bettered 
by either of their neighbours. Rtf- 
lowing Boro, they have also 
beaten Newcastle in launching 
their own cable TV station. 
More fame, of sorts, will come 
from the five episodes of Premier 
Passions which start on BBC1 
next Tuesday. It is understood 
Reid's tasty team talks would 
make a sergeant-major blush. 

His side, like Boro, are play- 
ing the sort of attractive football 
which is putting Kenny 
Dalglish's team in the shade. Ad- 
mittedly, United do bold the 
North-east’s only Premier place 
but. by next season, all three 
could be back ou an equal foot- 
ing, with lessons learned from the 
traumas of the last campaign. 

The parts played try their 



Paul Merson (left) and Kevin Phillips are setting the pace at Middlesbrough and Sunderland 


Photographs: Empics 


major summer signing *; should 
not be undersold Paul Mer- 
son's decision to leave Arsenal 
for provincial Boro took the 
country by surprise. On a local 
level, though, the impact of Lee 
dark's conversion from black 
and white to red and white was 
second only to the tremors which 
greeted Kevin Keegan's exit 
from Newcastle. 

Both players were medium- 
large fry in a big pool, but nei- 
ther were first choice on the 
manager’s menu. Given new. 


unprecedented responsibility, 
the pair have flourished and are 
emerging as the outstanding 
candidates for the region's play- 
er of the year award. 

Despite the departures of 
Juninho, Ravanelli and Emer- 
son, manager Bryan Robson has 
drafted in high-profile re- 
placements. using Merson’s ar- 
rival to tempt Andy Townsend, 
the Colombian striker Hamilton 
Ricard and the Italian front 
man, Marco Branca. By con- 
trast, Reid seems to have 


scoured the Nationwide hand- 
book to come up with 21-goal 
Kevin P hillip s from ^htford and 
the classy centre-back Jody 
Craddock from Cambridge. 

Never once straying from the 
party line, Robson has always in- 
sisted that promotion is this sea- 
son'sNo 1 objective. The failure 
of last year s triple mission, when 
Wembley was attacked on two 
fronts while the dub simultane- 
ously fought for Premiership 
survival, left too many scars. 

No sooner had they com- 


Moore expected to stand in for Van Hooijdonk 


By Wyn Griffiths 


WITH 26 goals to his credit this 
season, Pierre Van Hooijdonk 
is one of the key figures in Not- 
tingham Forest’s ascent to the 
top of the Nationwide First 
Division. Hfe absence, therefore, 
will be keenly felt today as 
Forest seek to expand on their 
one-point lead when they visit 
Stoke City. 


For Van Hooijdonk is with 
the Netherlands in the United 
Stales this weekend and any 
hopes of Forest malting it cool 
Britannia on their trip to the Pot- 
teries will rest largely on the 
shoulders oF lan Moore, in the 
Dutch striker’s stead. Dave Bas- 
sett, the Forest manager, has Jon 
Olav Hjeide standing by should 
the defender Steve Chettie fail 
to overcome a back injury. 


Their opponents, currently 
in 19th place, will be hoping that 
Kyle Lightbourne has shaken off 
die flu bug that threatens to rule 
their £500,000 signing from 
Coventry out of the game. 
Stoke’s striking resouises are 
further depleted by the loss of 
their top scorer, Peter Thome, 
ruled out with a rib injury, but 
the winger Danny Tlatto is ex- 
pected to play on the left. 


Bassett’s former club, Shef- 
field United, travel to Birm- 
ingham tomorrow in fourth 
place, just behind Sunderland 
and Middlesbrough, who meet 
today. Eari Barrett has extend- 
ed his loan spell from Everton 
while Don Hutchison is still a 
Blades player, although his 
move to Everton looks likely. 
He is. though, starting a two- 
match suspension. 


Darren Purse, Birmingham’s 
new £600,000 central defender 
from Oxford should make his 
debut at St Andrew’s. Gary 
Ablett is set to return but Birm- 
ingham are still without their 
leading scorer, Paul Furlong, 
and the midfielder Chris Mare- 
den, who are both suspended 
The midfielder Steve Robinson 
returns after completing a two- 
match ban. 


pleted the ceremonial spraying 
of the dressing-room walls on 
Wednesday, with a second suc- 
cessive Coca-Cola Cup final 
assured than the players were 
warned to leave the rest of the 
champagne on ice. 

“I told the lads they could 
have a good half hour, but that 
was it," said Robson, known to 
enjoy the occasional party him- 
self. “We all wanted to celebrate, 
but they knew they had to rest 
and recover in time for Sunder- 
land because that game is more 
important than Liverpool" 

Without such diversions. 
Reid has taken Sunderland on 
a thrilling run which has seen 
them lose just one of their last 
20 League games. 

Curiously, it is the Scouser, 
Reid, who has made his home on 

Teesside. while North-east born 
Robson commutes from Man- 
chester, Yet despite the rivalry of 
their teams’ foOoweis. the panr re- 
main dose friends. They have 
been known Co compare notes at 
a wine barm Yarm Tonight's ses- 
sion could be a long one. 


Henman’s lack of consultation disappoints Rusedski 


Tennis 


GREG RUSEDSKI scraped 
through to the semi-finalsof the 
European Community Cham- 
pionship in Antwerp yesterday 
and then attacked Tim Henman. 

Rusedski beat Sweden's 
Thomas Johansson 6-3, 4-6, 
6-4 and said he was generally 
happy with his form but he was 
more keen to express his dis- 
appointment that he bad been 


the last person to know about 
Henman's decision not to play 
in the World Team Cham- 
pionship in May. 

“Tim talked to the press 
before 1 knew," be said “I'm dis- 
appointed Hiis might have been 
the only chance for Britain to 
play there. It's also great prepa- 
ration for the French Open. 

“Last year he was asking me 
if I could play there and even 
trying to get a wild card [for 
Britain]." 


Britain will not be eligible to 
compete in this year's team 
tournament in Dusseldorf be- 
cause Henman has declared 
himself unavailable, preferring 
instead to take a week off to pre- 
pare for the French Open and 
the subsequent grass-court 
season in England 

Eight teams are selected for 
the annual competition using 
the combined rankings of each 
nation’s top two representatives. 
Britain will nor be chosen 


without Henman because their 
No 3, Andrew Richardson, is 
too far down the world list 

Rusedski won the opening 
set in 30 minutes with a sting- 
ing second serve of l34mph but 
Johansson, winner of back-to- 
back indoor titles last year in 
Copenhagen and St Peters- 
burg, won the second set by 
breaking Rusedski's serve. 

Rusedski earned a break 
for 4-3 in the third as Johans- 
son saved one break point but 


double-faulted on the second to 
lose the game. 

The C anadian-born natu- 
ralised Briton won through 
when Johansson sent a return 
long over the baseline. 

Another quarter-final was 
taken care of without a match 
as Johansson's compatriot, 
Magnus Larsson, pulled out 
before his contest with the 
holder, Marc RosseL of Sweden, 
with an ankle problem. 

Britain’s No 2. Lorna 


Woodroffe, reached the first 
singles final of her career at (he 
W7A Challenger tournament at 
Redbridge Sports Centre, Essex, 
yesterday. The 21 -year-old, 
seeded No 2, beat Tina Krizan, 
of Slovakia, 6-4, 6-4 in a semi- 
final lasting 73 minutes. 

In today’s final, Woodroffe, 
meets Yugoslavia’s Sandra 
Nacuk. the world No 205 who 
beat Karen Cross, the third 
seed from Exeier, 6-3, 7-5 in 81 
minutes. 


ft* SNOW REPORTS 


Ski Hotline 

Latest snow and weather reports 
from 200+ resorts ift Europe and 
North America. 


Voice reports 0891 333 110 + code 
Fax reports 0897 500 086 + code 


For a (utilise of ail sid codes by 
voice or fax efiai 0990 100843 


Ski Snapshot 

Ar a gianes to snow condition* a 
over 230 resorts vnorfd-wkfe 
0897 500 601 
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High-scoring Canterbury hope to extend run 


Hockey 


By BHI CofwiU 


WITH leaders Cannock 
unlikely to come unstuck at 
Hounslow, tomorrow’s main 
National League Premier 
attraction will be the meeting of 
second-placed Canterbury and 
Southgate, three points behind 
and third. 


Canterbury have not looked 
back since beating Cannock 
6-1 last November, having 
scored 50 goals in their last 10 
League games. 

The Welsh coach, David 
Buoyan, has moulded a fine 
attacking side around the ex- 
perience of the Wales captain, 
David Hacker, and the ever- 
green Sean Keriy. Their young 
trio of Stuart Humphries, 


David Matthews and Paul 
Wicken can be expected to 
give the Southgate defence a 
torrid afternoon. 

Chelmsford will be without 
their captain. Darren Whit- 
ford, for their key Division One 
game against Brooklands. who 
lead the tabic tty one point and 
will be hoping to repeat their 
success of last weekend when 
they beat Surbiton 4-1. 


Coaches forced to sit out crucial match 


Basketball 


By Richard Taylor 


LONDON TOWERS' chal- 
lenge for the Budweiser League 
title is on the line at Wembley 
tomorrow, bul iheir coach, 
Kevin Cadle, is confined to the 
TV commentary team alongside 
his rival on the night, Birming- 
ham Bullets’ Mike Finger. Both 


Americans are serving a one- 
game ban for the match, after 
berating officials in two differ- 
ent games in recent weeks. 
They decided to entrust coach- 
ing duties to their assistants 
rather than risk further pun- 
ishment by appealing, and in- 
stead will sit side by side on the 
television platform. 

Towers already have eight 
defeats, the same number as 


Greater London Leopards in 
winning the tide last season. 
Leopards have 21 wins from 26 
games after beating Towers 
93-83 Iasi weekend and New- 
castle Eagles 100-97 in overtime 
on Wednesday. 

Bullets have 20 wins from 25 
games, ahead of Sheffield 
Sharks on 19 from 25 and Tow- 
ers in fourth, but they cannot af- 
ford to lose another game. 
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sidelines. 

From Fulham Road 
to Filbert Street 



THE 

ex-files 


MARTIN O’NEILLS two 

years as manager have ar- 
guably been the most suc- 
cessful in Leicester City’s 

hisroiy. But older teteod ^ flair which ebarac- 

to become more misty-eyc 1070 s, much of it 

terised Jimmy Bloomfield s re ign . in J£? chelsea. 

■gass^ aia e 
sssesssatss »•— *= 

Souttern Frank Worthington, their flamboyance contrasted 

bert Street continued to tap the Fulham Road connection. 
MdTW* who had won the FA Cup 
and later occupied their manager s chan, was relegated 
his only full season with the Foxes. . n f 

SherofBloomfield’sC^kneycoiony.Den^Rofe. 

left for Chelsea in 1980. The same year HerefotrisAndy 
Feeley went on loan to Chelsea, whose failure to make > tb 
deal permanent disheartened him so much he went off £ 

play for Thwbridge. His manager 

<v n i j lv. t-n r where he became the reg- 


Ten things 

that 

Southampton’s 

Norwegian 

Egil 

Ostenstad 
might be 
missing 
today 



1 His home town. Hauge- 
sund, which advertises it- 
self in Norway as “The 
best in the south-west.” 

2 The “lovely shops, rea- 
sonable prices and god 
service” promised in 
Haugesund tourist litera- 
ture. 

3 Stave churches, the old- 
est wooden buildings on 
earth. Rivalled only by 
parts of The Dell. 

4 The tantalisingly pro- 
moted Etne waterfall, 
near Haugesund. “Total 
height 1900 feet. Picnic 
area, kiosk and toilets.” 

5 Brown goat's cheese. 


6 A day in HelL a town 
which often freezes over 
and the Ripe once passed. 

7 The world's longest 
table (covered in pickled 
herrings) which is erected 
for coastal festival days. 

8 Glacier hiking in Ni- 
gardsbreen, guaranteed 
to be less perilous than a 
season at Southampton. 

9 The statue of writhing 
bodies in Oslo’s Vigeland 
PUrk. Evokes all emotions 
from unfettered joy io to- 
tal despair, not unlike 
watching Matt Le Ussier. 

10 More fresh fish than 
you can shake a stick at. 


NAME OF THE GAME 

No 23: PEGASUS 


Famous for their extraordinary e^loiLs in the FA Amateur 
Cup in the 1950s, Pegasus won it twice at Wembley in front 
of 100,000 crowds. The name Pegasus (winged horse) was 
adopted in recognition of the names of the two university 
clubs from which they drew membership, Oxford’s Centams 
and Cambridge’s Falcons. The club lasted just 15 years. 
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ON 19 February 1965, Chel- j Lincoln's Ttiird Division fix- 
sea s manager Tommy ; hire against Barnet today re- 
Docherty stunned the foot- j calls the remarkable season 
ball world by cooly selling : the two clubs enjoyed in the 
tireir prized sinker. Tommy GM Vauxhall Conference 

t, ■ - 10 years a &°- Lincoln, hav- 
/K ! ^ nder ^ : lD g been relegated from the 
1116 • oId Fourth Divi sfoti, kept a 
next day they beat Totten- . full-time playing staff in the 

!TF^Cu D lhe TS ro ™ d0f : ‘■P.rfrtJSftaSSte 

and he p^ agUeal the *“ eP ‘ League* and .'k^ald 'offas 

isSSP : saasjsr* to - 
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■ru ... , • years later — led for seven 

to ,b asstess : st°^ c i r s>nbut& " 

the First Division were : ^ P[ omotIoa ^ a2-0 

serai-finalists in the FA Cud * Wanru»™»° m ^ to Wycombe 

and won the League Cup!^ : * * 

..transfers 

Transfers 





77,8 ^dependent, i c &na<te!sw?£' S ¥ d 10 SfefeftWS: Soar *, 


ii 


IiVd i (B 1 * 1 A 













°ad 

t 


• •‘LEn 


23/FOOTBALL 


SATURDAY 21 FtBRUAKK ivvh 


Kidnapping the ref’s wife and other guerrilla tactics win freedom 



THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


FTOST. 1 would like lo sav a big 
inunk you i 0 all the well-wish- 
ers who sent cards expressing 
their concern at my fate over 
the last few weeks. I'll be send- 
*ng both of you a signed pho- 
tograph. 

You might not recognise me 
straight away as I've had some 
fresh ones taken to capture my 
new look. A month in the Cen- 
tral American jungle has 
achieved where a decade of 
dieting and half-a-dozen fat 
farms failed. I'm down lo an 
elfin 13st and m be eter nall y 
grateful to Pedro, the guerril- 
las’ cook, for his help. His 
bark-and-leaf quiche and cock- 
roach casserole were so good 
I’m going to incorporate them 


in both the players’ diet and the 
club's pie stands. 

I was a bit sony to leave 
Pedro and the boys. After the 
hist week or so, when they kepi 
me chained to the outside toi- 
let (convenient while I got 
used to the grub but you had 
to check under the seat for 
black widow spiders before 
relaxing), they turned out to be 
a decent set of lads. Football’s 
a universal language and once 
I said “Bobbee Charlton" and 
"Tbnee Gascareeno" they were 
great. 

It turned out they bad a 
team of their own and, luckily 
for me, needed a new manag- 
er - the old one bad been tor- 
tured to death under suspicion 


of being a government 
informer. The politics was a bit 
tricky and my experience of 
managing Manchester City a 
few years ago came in handy - 
not that Peter Swales went as 
far as puOing his managers' 
fingernails out. 

The players were pretty 
useful, all they needed was 
some English tactical nous. 
Once I’d stopped Lheir poncy 
passing around, stuck the 
biggest bloke up front and told 
them to hoof it at his head and 
play for the second ball, we 
were flying and reached the 
final of the Guevara Cup. This 
is a big deal in guerrilla foot- 
ball so. before the natch, I gave 
them all a glass of tequila to 


relax them. It seemed to do the 
trick, though the added pre- 
caution of taking the referee's 
wife hostage to concentrate his 
mind might have helped. We 
won 3-0 with Ruben TUesdai. 
our star striker, scoring a hat- 
trick of penalties. 

They were so delighted they 
offered me my freedom on con- 
dition I asked Ibny Blair to set 

up a task force to eximine then- 
grievances. Tve been to see him 
and pointed out that travelling 
in the area and asking questions 
is a very dangerous activity. 
We’re hopeful David Mellor 
will find time to head up the 
group. 

Tuesdai has come back with 
me. It’s a bit of a problem that 


he’s wanted in 30 countries and 
I don’t think he’ll be on the 
post-season tour of the USA 
but Tm sure he’ll be a big asset. 
Tbe Sludgethorpe Popular 
Front have offered to sponsor 
his kit and find a series of safe 
houses while we negotiate with 
M36. He needs a bit of time to 
settle in: I had to teD him we 
don’t go round kidnapping 
referees, we just get Sky TV 
and BBC Radio to slaughter 
them. 

While f made a lot of good 
friends out there - and we still 
keep in touch through the 
Internet (gun-co/rebeLwww) - 
it*s good to be home, esp e ci ally 
as I understand a few back- 
stabbers have been active in my 


chowere. In the meantime I’ve 

absence. It took a dozen cases Fritz Unstartz to be 

of the finest Cuban r<oac h. He could be a 

He has a voice like a 
_ w persuade Sir Hxrem to ^ eran d can lakeoutan 

vacate the niaMgers office ^^oftea cups with one 

although I am sweep of his ann. 

for sacking *? Not having seen the team 

Mann. The tune a month I’ve had to 

points he won to tobft^ off £ ab ft of advice on selection. 

the bottom are handy, too. Recked out those papere that 

With Kit gone we are a W M** of 10. 

light on coaching staff and Ha OUI performances. 

hopiD g we can «>me to « up with the best XL 

anangementwtb Ruud. \\fe j®, pointed out there 
offered him a 30-imnute stint, one defender I made 

twice weekly, at £100 asesswa ^ changes. Ivor Niggle and 

shaunFYooewere the unlucky 

sit in the good comer of tbe ones. ^ talking 

dressing-room, the ^ 

doesn’t get flooded by the ■ 


McLeish seeks 
belief from his 
Hibernian side 

HIBERNIAN’S manager, Alex 
McLeish, wants his new charges 
to shake off any feeling of self- 
pity when they face Rangers at 
Easter Road. McLeish takes 
-/ charge of the Premier Division’s 
bottom dub for the first time to- 
day after his move from Moth- 
erwell nine days ago. 

“Hibs may be down at tbe 
bottom but I’m convinced there 
is enough ability in the squad to 
turn things around. But the 
players have got to want it,” 
McLeish said. 

McLeish will give a debut to 
the goalkeeper Bryan Gunn, 
who joined tbe club on a three- 
month loan deal this week from 
Norwich. There could also oth- 
ers change to the side. 

Manny Omqyimni is likely to 
start on the bench for Dundee 
United at Dunfermline after 
joining them on a month's deal 
from West Ham. The 2ffyear-old 
ik Nigerian-born winger has been 
r allowed to move to Tannadice in 
the short term by tbe Hammers 
manager. Harry Redknapp. to 
buQd up his fitness. 

Celtic’s head coach, Wim 
Jansen, views every gam e re- 
maining this term as effectively 
being a cup final as bis side aim 
for the treble of league and both 
domestic cups, having already 
won the Coca-Cola trophy. 

The latest of these so-called ■ 
finals sees second-placed Celtic 
take on Kilmarnock at Parkhead 
with Jansen looking for a repeat 
of Monday’s determination and 
composure that brought a con- 
vincing 2-1 Scottish Cup win at 
Dunfermline. 

"Every player needs to be re- 
ally concentrated now for every 
_ match and I think they under- 
* stand that is necessary as every 
game is a cup final for us now,” 
the Dane said. "The way we 
have played recent games has 
been very good as we have put 
pressure on the opposition from 
the outset and that is important 
from our way of playing.” 

Today’s opponents are Kil- 
marnock, whose manager, Bob- 
by Williamson, hopes his side 
will bounce back from surren- 
dering their hold on the Scottish 
Cup in a fourth-round defeat in 
this year's competition by Ayr. 
"It really does not matter if we 
go on to win our next five 
% league games, it won’t make up 
for that loss.” he said. “TBut, hav- < 
ing said that, we know we have 
just got to get on with it.” 

Elsewhere, Motherwell’s i 
caretaker manager, Jim Griffin, ’ 
wifi take charge for the first, and ; 
probably last, time at home to i 
title-chasing Hearts. 




Terrace fashion, Istanbul style: Galatasaray fans wield inflatable ladies wearing Fenerbahce shirts during the 2-2 draw between the bitter Turkish rivals last Sunday Phocqgyaph: AP 

Juninho’s assailant escapes ban 


THE Spanish League’s Appeals 
Committee overturned a four- 
match ban on Thursday which 
h3d been given to the Celta Vigo 
defender Michel Salgado after 
an incident in which the former 
Middlesbrough player, Juninho, 
broke his leg. 

Tbe Committee quashed the 
suspension given to Salgado 
on Monday. Earlier this month, 
Salgado escaped without even 
a booking after hacking down 
the Brazilian during Celta’s 
1-1 draw with Atletico Madrid. 

Some 6,000 Celta fans bad 
taken to the streets of Vigo to 
protest against the ban on Tues- 
day, while players from all over 
Spain had expressed their dis- 
agreement with the ban. Many 
reporters felt that Salgado 
would not have been sanctioned 
at all if Juninho had not been 
such a high-profile player. 

juninho, who returned to 
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Brazil on Wednesday, looks 
likely to miss the rest of tbe 
Spanish season and the World 
Qip finals in France in June. He 
had voiced his support for the 
ban given to his assailant and 
will be horrified to learn that it 
has been overturned. 

“It should serve as an ex- 
ample,” Juninho had said. “It 
should always be like that If not. 
football becomes a joke.” 


One of the forwards who is in 
contention to replace the injured 
Juninho in Brazil’s World Cup 
squad, Edmundo, has carried 
out his threat to walk out on Fk> 
rentina if the Italian Series dub 
did not guarantee him a first- 
team place, and has Sown home 
to Rio de Janeiro. 

The colourful striker arrived 
from the Brazilian club Vasco 
da Gama early last month after 
completing the league season 
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FOOTBALL 
AROUND 
THE WORLD 
BY RUPERT 
METCALF 


with Visco, for whom he scored 
a record 28 goals but also re- 
ceived seven red cards. 

“If I don’t play for Florenti- 
na. then I’m going back to 
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Brazil,” Edmundo said before 
he headed borne. “This year 
there are tbe Wbrid Cup finals 
and I don't want to put them at 
risk. Italy is fine, Florence is a 
wonderful city and Italian foot- 
ball is exactly what I expected 
- but I was promised that I 
would play.” 

After a long absence from 
the Brazilian team for discipli- 
nary reasons, Edmundo was 
recalled for the Gold Cup in the 
United States this month. 
Shortly after arriving back 
home on Thursday, he was 
spotted at the Salgueiro samba 
school, one of Rio’s most pop- 
ular carnival clubs. 


Russia’s national team, absent 
from the World Cup finals for 
the first time in 20 years, will get 
no more wages unless they 
quality for the next European 
Championship in the year 2000, 


their coach, Boris Ignatiev, said 
this week. 

“The players don’t know 
anything about it yet,” he said. 
“There’s likely to be a difficult 
discussion.” Both France and 
Russia's neighbours, Ukraine, 
stand between Ignatiev’s team 
and a place at Euro 2000 in Bel- 
gium and tbe Netherlands. 

Gazprom, tbe massive Russ- 
ian gas monopoly, withdrew its 
lucrative sponsorship of the 
national team last year after a 
series of poor results. 

Nigeria 

Nigeria, banned from the 
African Nations’ Cup in Burk- 
ina Faso, meet Jamaica in a 
friendly in Kingston tomorrow. 
The Olympic champions have 
recalled a striker who was one 
of their main men at USA VJ: 
Rashidi Yekini, now with FC 
Zurich. He has not played for 
Nigeria for two years. 


109 days... 
and counting 
until the 
World Cup 
finals begin in 
France 


Tottenham's former French 
international forward David Q- 
noia has admitted he has lit- 
tle hope of making Aimd 
Jacquefs national squad for 
the World Cup finals. 

’It vwaid be tniy fantastic,' 
said Ginota when asked what 
his chances were of knpress- 
roJacquet, the French coach. 

"The player in me, that which 
gives everything in every 
match, would stfl love to be- 
lieve I could go -but the hu- 
man being in me has doubts. 
I am a react and if I was a bet- 
ting man t know tt b unficafy I 
wff be hi the squad 

"Of couse ) would love to 
play - and I wouldn't mind 
someone giving me a ring 
from time to trne,* the 31 -year- 
old added. *t have fallen back 
h love with my job. I am 
much more positive now" 

Rupert Metcalf 
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Major weekend 
fixtures and 
pools check 


TODAY 

3.0 unless stated 

FA Carling Premiership 

1 Arsenal v Crystal Palace 

2 Bolton vWwt Ham 

3 Coventry v Barnsley 

4 Leicester v Chelsea. 

5 ttJverpool v E/erton 

8 Manchesw Utd v Dertiy — 

7 Sheffield WWvTbttaiham 

8 Southampton v Blackburn 

9 Wimbledon v Aston VSa - 

-Postponed (playing Monday. Pools 
pone/ wflf adpuficaraj 

Nationwide League 
First Division 

10 Br , sdfertf City v Oxford Utd 

11 Huddersfield vWWves 

12 Ipswich v Norwich 

13 MUdesbrough v Suideriwid .. 

14 QPfl v Port Vtde 

15 Beating v Portsmouth 

IB Stockport v Charlton 

17 Stoke v Nottingham Forest — 

18 Swindon v Manchester City .... 
18 Harmere v Crewe......— — —■ 

20 Vltesi Bromwich v Bury 

Second Division 

21 Bristol Ftowre v Oldham 

22 Burnley v Brentford 

23 Chesterfield v Wrexham 

24 Ft*wmv Wigan 

25 Gbigham v Cartate ........ — - 

26 Grimsby v Bournemouth 

27 Luton v Bristol City - 

28 Mlwafi v Northampton ....... — 

29 Preston v Wycombe 

30 Southend v Blackpool ...... 

31 Vltalsal v Plymouth 

32 Vbrk v Watford 

Third Division 

33 CanSh v Cambridge Utd .......... 

34 Chester v Rotherham 

35 Doncaster v Ibrquey — 

36 Exeter v Colchester - 

37 Hid v Scunthorpe 

38 Leyton Orient v Swansea 

39 Lincoln Oty v Barnet 

- Mansfield v D ari ngt o n 

- Notts County v Scarborough .. 

- Peterborough v MacdeefteW:..'. 

- Rochdale v Bnghsxi ..... 

- Shrewsbury v Hartlepool 


Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Celtic v Kilmamock 

41 Dvrfarmfine v Dundee Utd 

42 Hfoeirtan v Rangers 

43 Mdhenral v Hearts 

44 St Johnstone v Aberdeen - 

First Division 

45 Ayr v Stirtng 

46 Dundee v Airdrie 

47 Morton v Haith 

48 'Ham3ton v St Mxren „.OTf 

49 Partidi v Faffark 

"Postpo n ed ftUaypigMoncfey Pools 
panel win adjudicate) 

Second Division 

- Clydebank v Brechfo..— 

- Fortarv East File 

- fovomess CT v Livingston 

- Stenhousemur v Queen of Sth 

- Stranraer v Clyde 

Third Division 

- Berwick v Afloa 

- Cowdenbeoh v Dumbarton .... 

- East Stirling v (toss Covity 

- Montrose v Abion Rovers 

- Queen* Park v Arixoath 

TOMORROW 

3.0 unless stated 

FA Carling Premiership 
Newcastle v Leeds (A 0 ) 

Nationwide League 
First Division 

Birmingham v Sheffield Utd (10) > 


QUOTES OF 
THE WEEK 


• 1 WILL not be making 
revolution. That would be 
stupid. Gianiuca Vlalii, 
Chelsea's new player-man- 
ager, on taking over from 
Ruud GulBt 

• NO ONE stabbed Rudi 
in the back, not the staff or 
the pteyerst This has come 
from the board. Vialll. 

• DEATH comes quick 
now nfootbai Kevin Kee- 
gan, former manager of 
Newcastle United, on GuJ- 
Sft sacking. 

• WE have the highest 
paid team In the country - 
the players Ruud Gullit 
brought in 1 can halve the 
cost of season tickets to- 
morrow if thatis what the 
fans want, but then they wfl 
have to put 143 with free 
transfers from the Nation- 
wide League. Ken Bates, 
Chelsea chairman, on his 
dubfe massive rise in sea- 
son ticket prices. 
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Wilkins revels in the winning g am ® 


The fulcrum of Fulham's 
footballing renaissance 
is bonding both old and 
new at the Cottage, 
he tells Glenn Moore 


IT IS a crisp morning in south-west 
London. A minute ago Ray Wilkuis 
had grabbed hold of the base of a 
cast-iron goal and helped lug it into 
position on the dewy grass. Now he 
is standing chatting to an expensively 
dressed Brazilian, an agent seeking 
a trial for a promising teenage 
compatriot. 

Welcome to Fulham, not yet a 
Premiership side, but not your av- 
erage Nationwide League Second 
Division club either. Six months 
after Mohamed Al Fayed took over, 
and five months after he brought in 
Kevin Keegan and Wilkins, the club 
is still suffering from schizophrenia. 

It is not just the incongruous 
scene at the training ground which, 

being hired from and shared with the 

BBC Sports Club, has a hockey 
pitch and a cafeteria in which play- 
ers lunch alongside twin-set-and- 
pearls ladies. Il is also the oddity of 
the division’s most expensive team, 
playing in a dilapidated ground, 
watched by a support stfll struggling 
to let go of the cosy “we're crap and 
we don’t mind” image. m 

‘There is a lot of that about 
admitted Wilkins after training. 
“Well, 1 mind and I think everybody 
else on my staff minds,” he added, 
his brown eyes and smooth voice 
taking on an edge that is otherwise 
absent from the conversation. “We 
want to be a friendly dub but we 
don't want anyone to beat us. We are 
in the results game and I won t be 
here if we don’t win. I love being 
here, so I want us to win." 

Wilkins and Keegan were also 
greeted warily when they arrived 
because of the sudden axing of the 
previous manager, Micky Ada m s. 
Have the fans now warmed to 
Wilkins? “I don't really know. As far 
as I'm concerned I'm here to do a job. 
Not everybody likes you - we would 
all like people to love us but that isn t 
the case. They will have their pref- 
erence. That port of it doesn’t real- 
ly botherme. All I'm concerned about 
is making sure we function as a side 
and give them enjoyment. 

“Winning helps but playing a bit 
of attractive football goes a long way 
as well. The club has a tradition of 
playing football, therefore it is 
important that we try and play along 
the floor. 

“People say you can't pass your 
way out of this division but you can, 
Crewe did it. Before losing at Old- 
ham last Saturday we went nine 
games undefeated by playing foot- 
ball. We have worked as hard as the 
opposition, then our football has 
come into it and we have won com- 
fortably at times - sometimes away 
from home. It took a while to con- 
vince the players, it always does - 
there are so many people putting 
negatives in their beads." 

That was merely one of the prob- 
lems with the players. A glance 

around the car park shows up the dis- 
parity in dressing-room income. 
Last season’s Third Division pro- 
motion-winning team was largely 
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been “tough". To helpthe 
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Many others itrom.. Xe^ppy. they workmen socks 

ad^S^would prefer to be offanditisnicetoknowtfaotneone 


built on free transfers. Now Fulham 
are spending £2m on one player 
(Chris Coleman from Blackburn). 
Saturday’s team had just three play- 
ers inherited by Wilkins of whom 
only one, Matty Lawrence, was in the 
promotion team. 

Many others remain, playing 
reserve team football, and Wilkins 
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being prepared to work hard. 

The coaching aspect of the job is 
what drew Wilkins, sacked by 
Queen's Park Rangers after they 
were relegated, back to management 
when he could have settled for tele- 


yuu wim piMj ” — — o 

caps and his clubs included Man- 
chester United, Chelsea, Milan and 
Rangers]- 1 can’t, but it is nice to gel 
out there and pitch yourself against 
them. 

“We are in the winning game and 


IwanttovmibutI^| e ^prove. 

kick out of 0 n a Sat- 

seeing them do son ^ done on 

mates -they were ^ hope 
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motion but have stumbled recent 
lv and Wilkins insists they can be 
raudiL *wifebave to be ready. It has 

problem getting playersto 
diop do^to this division but it do« 

Xe them extra impetus to make 

^getouLltattobeeuararf 
plus in the dressing-room Before 
games, they really are quite hyped 

^Grven that Fulham baves^ut 
the vast sum, at tins level, of 
on players few Second Division 
fanswant to see Fulham succeed. 
-There is a lot of resentment on op- 
position terraces but they only have 
Stook around at the stadiums tirey 

are playing in; there are a lot of £6m 

stands in this division. We have put 
the money on the field. Our stadi- 
um is an old stadium but support- 
ers don’t mind getting wet through 
if the team is winning. If we get 
where we want to - and Fulham can 
be a Premiership chib -we will prob- 
ably build a new stadium [on the 
same site] but initially we will invest 
on the field.” 

This argument ignores the eco- 
nomics of stand-building, heavily 
financed lv Football Trust grants, 
against team-buflding but Al Fayed s 
investment is not just short-term. Ful- 
ham are searching for their own 
training ground and expanding their 
youth system to, ideally, include an 
academy. 

This, and the proposed new 
ground, is all part of Kevin Keegan’s 
mandate as chief operating officer 

but be still gets involved on the train- 
ing ground. Earlier, he had taken 
Paul Peschisolido aside for an in- 
tensive session and Wilkins said; ■"Tie 

does a lot of individual bits with play- 
ers and they have benefited from it. 

“Kevin has an overall look on the 
club. Obviously we discuss the trans- 
fer situation, players coming in and 
going out, but I pick the side and, 
with [former QPR manager] Frank 
Sibley, deal with the first team ” 
Wilkins’ contact with Al Fayed has 
been limited to a handful of meet- 
ings but he noted: “He comes to the 
home games, he’s starting to enjoy 
himself and that is important for him. 
He's had a very, very difficult peri- 
od: there has been a lot on his mind. 
Now he's enjoying his football, it's 
a break for him, and that’s a bit of 
a bonus." 


Get back to where you once belonged 


IF MY knowledge of music 
serves me right, and it was 
Odyssey who sang about pack- 
ing up their boots and going 
back to tbeir roots, then they 
must have had an insight into 
the mentality of footballers. 

Because as much as foot- 
ball likes to portray itself as a 
forward-thinking industry, it 

also likes to keep one boot 
planted firmly in the past by 
looking back nostalgically in 
the misguided hope of being 
able to recreate former glories, 
conveniently forgetting the 
old adage that things are sel- 
dom as good the second time 
around. 

That said, there are ex- 
ceptions that prove the rule. 
Going back is OK, for in- 
stance, if you are Steve Clar- 
idge and were released 
prematurely by your home- 
town club as a teenager when 
Alan Ball was in charge. 

Going back is probably 
OK if you are Alan Ball and 
you took Portsmouth down 
last time (Ball admittedly got 
Pompey promoted to the top 
flight in the first place, but it 
ms short-lived to say the 
least) so things cannot really 

«»et much worse this time. 

Can they? Going back is 
OK, too, if you are Peter 
Beardsley and were to all in- 
tents and purposes beingput 

out to gras at St James Park 


(although Beardsley was stiU 
better than most of the play- 
ers Kenny D alglish has put out 
onto grass at Newcastle). 

And if you are Graeme Le 
Saux and have metamor- 
phosed from unconvincing 
winger into roaming full-back 
while you were away. 

And going back is definitely 

OK if you are Julian Dicks and 
should never have gone away 
from Upton Park in the first 
place. Dicks, whose spell at 
Liverpool was short and not at 
all sweet, snot nicknamed the 
Lerminator for nothing. 

However, going back was 
not OK for Dicks’ erstwhile 
team-mate, Tbny Cotiee. Cot- 
tee says that when he left 
West Ham he never thought 
he would be back. 

“1 felt I had done as much 
as I could there and that I was 
going to a big dub where I 
would score lots of goals and 
win the Championship and 
play for England,” he says, 
which would have been alright 
had Cottee not chosen to sign 
for Everton. 

But while he described his 
return as “coming home”, 
others saw it differently, the 
Hammers fanzine calling Cot- 

tee “a poor shadow of the once 

prolific doyen of Upton Park". 

Similar sentiments could be 
applied to Jurgen Klinsmann, 
wbo started the rot this season. 
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The German's prodigal son- 
like return to White Hart 
Lane was the best thing to 
have happened to Spurs all 
season, but that says more 
about the club's season than 
about Klinsmann's form. 

The fact he had recently 
been substituted at Sampdo- 
ria in favour ot er, Daniels Di- 
cfaio should have bear enough 
of a clue; as it is, his impact at 
Spurs has been minimal - no 
dive, no bicyde kick; one goal 
in seven games, a few nice 
touches and another horrific 
facial injury. 

No, the first time was al- 
ways going to be the sweetest, 
for sure. That's something 


Ian Wright and Richard 
Gough would do well to re- 
member. Wright claimed re- 
cently that he would not mind 
ending his days at Crystal 
Palace, a statement which 
smacked more of him realis- 
ing his Highbury honeymoon 
is nearing its end than of any 
overwhelming affection for 
his former south London dub. 

Gough, meanwhile, won 
nine consecutive League tides 

with Rangers before pledging 
his future to Kansas City Wiz- 
ards. That future lasted just 
three months, until Gough 
was persuaded to return to a 
Rangers side that looks a 
patch on its former self: strug- 
gling to contain the challenge 
of Hearts at the top of the 
table, and with hardly a Scots- 
man in sight- Ten-in-a-row 

will be more of a struggle than 

nine ever was. 

Then of course there is 
Howard Kendall, back for a 
third spell at Everton, who had 
previously sacked Joe Royle 
(where he was cast in tire role 
of saviour of the dub be used 
to play for) because he wasn’t 
up to the job. 

Now Royle has reappeared 
at Maine Road, cast in the role 

of saviour of the dub he used 
to play for. (Any minute now 
and he will be bringing in a for- 
mer City defender as his as- 
sistant.) Perhaps Royle thinks 


being an ex-Blue will stand 
him in good stead. For City’s 
sake let us hope so, but it was 
not much of an advantage to 
Peter Reid in the long run. 

And it is doubtful to be 
much of an advantage to 
Diego Maradona should he 
eventually claim the role of 
Napoli’s president player/ 
manager he is rumoured to 
covet so much. 

Maradona is still a legend 
in Napoli, whom he inspired 
to two SeudettL, one Uefa Cup 
(in 1989) and one Italian Cup. 

But the dub have gone 
through three managers this 
season, have won just two 
games and are rock bottom of 
Serie A. They need a miracle, 
never mind Maradona, to save 
them now. 

Perhaps the secret is nev- 
er to leave in the first place, 
although that is unrealistic in 
a game as transient as football 
and anyway. Malt Le Tissier 
is proof that you only truly 
learn to fly by spreading your 
wings. Unless you are Steve 
Bull that is. 

But football players and 
managers tend to be fairly in- 
secure people who in times of 
need will always gravitate to- 
wards their former successful 
stamping grounds. They 
would do well to realise that 
cover versions are seldom as 
good as the original. 


Fall and rise of princes of wails 


MATCHDAY mornings were 
a magic day for me as a kid. 

On waking Td leap out of bed 
and test the stretebability of 
my 100 per cent polyester 
nigh twear by releasing a sting- 
ing shot on an imaginary ball 
in the style of Tommy Tynan, 
the greatest striker this coun- 
try has ever seen. 

Every League dub has 
their striker hero, and from 
the late 1970s to 1983 Tommy 
was the King of Somerton 
Park and Newport County. 
That jwas when Newport were 
lower League; 10 years down 
the line the words “non- 
League” now appear before 
my team's name - although 
this change of drcumstance, 
and of name, was a fall decade 
of misery away at this stage. 

I clearly remember my 
first game and on that day 
grandly announcing to my 
grandfather (like my father, 
a lifelong County fan) that I 
was going to Newport Coun- 
ty Stadium, only for them to 
exchange guffaws. This was 
my first inking that all was 
not what I thought it may be. 

I was not disappointed 
when I got there. We held 
Grimsby Town 1-1 that mag- 
ic day and I was in awe at be- 
ing in the middle of a group 
of grown men while being al- 
lowed to hear them swear and 
pretend to understand their 
jokes about the centre-half 
with the big arse. 


These first few years of life 
as a County fan were spent 
in a blind state of innocence, 
made easier by promotion 
from the old Fourth Division 
in my second season 
(1979/80) on lop of winning 
the Welsh Cup. 

Football life was one big 
adventure and as a conse- 
quence of our Cup victory we 
had a European adventure to 
enjoy. Following the disposal 
of the custodians of the Irish 
and Norwegian cups we were 
drawn against the East Ger- 
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man side Carl-Zeiss Jena. In 
East Germany our brave lads 
got a draw and we were con- 
fident for the second leg. But 
they beat us 1-0. 

We murdered them that 
night and everyone lost count 
of the number of goalliae 
clearances they made. Only 
the absence of a Russian 
linesman stopped us get ting 
the goal that would have tak- 
en us to the Stadium of Light 
and a semi-final with Benfi- 
ca. At the final whistle my 
chubby cheeks burned with 


tears of disbelief, my time of 
innocence at an end. 

Not long afterwards, our 
fortunes took a turn for the 
worse and, to cut a long, sad 
story short, we had to resort 
to not only selling our best 
players to survive, as had 
always been the case, but also 
our worst players. We sold the 
ground, the tea urn, the 
reserve team kit and dub cat. 
all in a bid to boost the dub's 
coffers. All to no avail. 

In the final years we went 
through more demotions 
than a sergeant caught in bed 
with the colonel’s wife: 

But from the ashes of the 
County came a new team. 
The imaginatively named 
Newport AFC came and 
stole my heart. Through sev- 
CTal years of promotion, rel- 
egation, being exiled to 
England by the Welsh FA and 
having Somerton Park 
demolished they have come 
through with flying colours. 
Well, drifting colours anyway. 

Premiership supporters 
would not recognise this oth- 
er world. In our league, away 
fans can be counted on one 
hand and the only queues are 
for the burger van when the 
onions have cooked. But 
Wc ’ ve got back our pride and 
our ambition, we’re alive and 
can show worried supporters 
of the likes of Doncaster and 
Brighton that life can go on 
a ^ er humiliation and despair. 
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Chasing pack not yet pursuing a lost cause 

THE sight Of u .— * ' " . . rwrf-c such spectacular progress 


THE sight of Manchester 
United looking down 0n the 
enure Premiership, seven 
pomte dear with less than a 
of the season remaining, 
a a persuasive argument for the 
view that their rivals are now 
playing for the right to here- 
gandwi as the best of the rest. 

The late Billy fire^S 
once wrote a book titled You 
Get Ncm For Being Second, 
which is of course no longer 
true. The runnere-up place 
I ww b nngs participation in the 
lucrative European Champ- 
ions League and is therefore 

not to be snified aL But despite 

the collective failure ofLJver- 
pool, Chelsea, Blackburn and 
Arsenal to take advantage of 
United’s poor run since Christ- 
mas, it may be premature for 


any of their number to start 
mentally conceding the title. 

Ala Ferguson suggested af- 
ter Umted’s 2-0 win at Aston 

ViUa m midweek that Ae cham- 

Pjop 5, performance had been 


— us y, wan 

me exception of the 5-3 FA Cup 

^ctoty at Chelsea. That may 
have been true, yet only in the 
context of their sub-standard 
displays against Coventry, 
Southampton. Leicester, Bolton 
and Barnsley. It could not dis- 
guise the fact that United were 
desperately ordinary until die fi- 
nal 15 minutes. 

Today, with that important 
win behind them and back at 
Old Trafford, another three 
points might appear to be afor- 
maiity. However, Derby's 
record against United, not to 



Arsenal v C Palace 

Bergtamp 16 


Leading scorer 
Last season: No fixture 


Shipperieyfi 



^swalsiniLry problems mean teenage centre back Matthew Up- 

Sd P ^T rSt ' ip ^ and y° un gsters Isiah Rantoh 

rh may u a,so ** ,n contention for places. Tory Adams 

and Chris VVheh are berth serving bans while winger Man: Over- 

^ Dutch nationaJ squad - David Seaman 
and Ian Wnght are stiH out injured and midfielder Ray P&riour is ruled 
out with hamster® trouble. Dennis Bergkamp, Nigel Wirrterbum and 
Gifes Gnmandi all face late fitness tests after the Coca-Cola Cup 
defeat at Chelsea in mid-week. Martin Kecrwn returns to the squad 
Crystal Palace manager Steve Coppell adds strikers Marcus Bent and 
Matt Jf nSe £ t0the "***' drew 31 Arsenal in the Fa Cup last 
weekend. Both recent signings were cup tied last week but Bent has 
a good chance of making the starting line-up tomorrow, Jansen picked 
up a dead-leg in a reserve game earlier this week and is doubtful 
to make his debut Michele Padovano and Attilio Lombardo are at 
least a week away from returning, while Neil Shipperiey and Paul 
NAfarhurst will not start training for another three weeks. 


Bolton y West Ham 


Btake K> Leaifing scorer Hanson » 

Last season: No fixture 

Bokon will be without Scott Sellars, who begins a two-game ban 
today. Manager Colin Todd will decide between John Sheridan and 
Michael Johansen for the vacant position. Striker Dean Hokisworth 
will return after a 12 week absence with knee and calf injuries to 
replace Bob Taylor who has returned to West Bromwich after a 
month's loan with the Wanderers. Scott Taylor has returned after 
a loan spell with Rotherham. Bolton will be hoping to produce a 
performance on a par with the one that gave them a I-l draw at 
Old Trafford a fortnight ago as they look for a first Premiership win 
since I December. 

West Ham manager Harry Redknapp will give late fitness tests to 
John Moncurand Tim Breadcerwho both have groin problems. Paul 
Krtson is definitely ruled Cut with askrafarir^ury but David Unsworfo 
returns to the side after a hamstring problem. Both Samassi Abou 
and Steve Lomas are suspended with extra one-match bans imposed 
by the Football Association for laying hands on referees as they were 
being sent off in previous games. 




Coventry v Barnsley 


Dublin 16 


Leading scorer 
Last season: No fixture 


Redfearn X) 



Gordon Strachan has selection dilemmas as Coventry look for a club 
record six-match winning sequence. Paul Telfer, Richard Shaw and 
George Boateng are aJ) available again and Strachan has to decide 
whether to recall them. If Shaw plays, Dion Dublin will be moved 
from his emergency defender role bade up front Boateng returns 
from Dutch Under-21 duty and Telfer is back from suspension. Stra- 
chan may be reluctant to make sweeping changes from the team 
which won at 2- ! at The Dell in midweek. 

Barnsley manager Danny Wilson has defensive problems. A/jan de 
Zeeuw (gran) and Afes Krizan (knee) are doubtful starters and Chris 
Morgan and Damen Barnard are suspended. Peter Markstedt is like- 
ly to be given his first start for five weeks and Scott Jones is added 
to the squad. Striker Jan-Age Fjortoft should replace John Hendrie 
up front after being cup-tied, although the Scot is also struggling with 
a caff strain. Wilson, meanwhile, is currently involved in talks with 
four players - De Zeeuw. Jovo Bosancic, Clint Marcelle and Neil 
Thompson*- who are all out of contract at the end of the season. 



Leicester v Chelsea 


Marshall B 


Leattfirtg scorer 
Lest season: 1-3 


VaU 6 



Theo Zagorakis could make his foil debut for Leicester today as they 
look to maintain the recent steady form that has seen two wins and 

three draws in the last five games. Zagorakis is expected to be hand- 
ed a place in midfield because Garry Parker is almost certainly out 
with bruised ribs. The Frenchman Pegguy Arphexad continues in goal 
for Kasey Keller who is on international duty. Steve Whlsh, recov- 
ering from a groin injury. coukJ be on the bench after missing the 

fast two games. ’ __ , 

Chelsea goalkeeper Kevin Hitchcock will make his first Premiership 
start in a year as the Blues aim to keep up championship pressure 
on Manchester United. Hitchcock's fast league start came against 

United on February 22 last year, but with Ed De Goey away on in- 
ternational duty he will play at Filbert Street Player-manager Gen- 
luca Vialli may put himself on the bench after the ©erttoris of the 
midweek Coca-Cola Cup win over Arsenal, with Tore Andre Ho 
coming in. Eddie Newton is in contention for a place as well, white 
Frank Sinclair (caff) remains doubtful. 
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Man Utd v Derby 

Leading scorer Wanchope B 
i «rf season: 2-3 



Manchester Unted wi# be without Ole Gunner 

S^S^Sfe^r PaUSrtolesis available after a two-match sus- 
r^StJTover WYille end recererfam the poor farm 

hed seen just one win hft- 

Francesco taano .SSntot Srttrdey. "He^S 

mg from Florentine was rested needed e break. 1 ' said manager 

it'hard at that sage 

defend- 

two weete °" ^ 

righuL. Gary Rowett agam pfays « central defenc 


The destination of the Premiership is not yet a foregone conclusion, says Phil Shaw, 
while Nick Harris (below) gives a match-by match analysis of the weekends action 

mention their pressing need for European Cup in mind, Fer- 
points towards a Uefa Cup guson has rested key players, 
berth, means it is likeiy to be Wffl " un»naii«i a fi.ii n«ni 
another uncomfortable after- 
noon for Ferguson. 

Derby have won on three of 
their last four visits to United 
-the most recent success com- 
ing last spring when Paulo 
Wancbope sprung to national 
fame - and have not lost in the 
dubs’ three meetings under Jim 


Now, with virtually a full pool 
to choose from, he is likely to 
send out his strongest side. ' 
Smith held back Francesco 
Baiano last weekend, although 
he is surely too influential not 
to play today. 

For Arsine Wenger, jug- 
gling resources is a necessity. 
Because of injuries and in- 
ternational calls, the Arsenal 
i ne maicn onngs rogeuter manager is having trouble find- 
two exponents of “squad rota- ing 11 fit men for the home fix- 
tiocT, the fashionable phrase luxe with Crystal Palace. Even 
which figured prominently in Dennis Bergkamp, whose fear 
reports of Ruud Gullit’s of flying meant he stayed behind 
demise at Chelsea. With the when Marc Overmars went 


with the Dutch squad to the 
United States, is struggling. 

ft is hardly the ideal prepa- 
ration for two meetings with 
Palace in four days (the second 
is Wednesday’s FA Cup replay) 
which could well define Arse- 
nal’s season. Despite the Coca- 
Cola Cup exit at Stamford 
Bridge, a win today, plus an- 
other in their match in hand, 
would leave them at worst 
three points behind United. 

After the excitement of talc- 
ing Chelsea to Wembley in his 
first match in charge, Gjanfuca 
Vialli comes down to earth at 
Leicester. There is a symbolic 
symmetry to the Italian’s fast 


■ ..■And statistics 

Kendall aims to extend Everton’s record 


Shouting the odds: 
Everton hope tote the 
big noise on Merseyside 
again on Monday 



After the disappointment of their Coca-Cola Cup 
exit on Wednesday, one of the last things 
Liverpool needed was a Merseyside derby. On 
Monday, however, Everton visit Anfieid in Ihe 
PremiersWp, brvffng with them a remarkable 
recent record in fixtures between the two sides. 

While Liverpool have enjoyed much more 
success overaS than their neighbours in recent 
years, Everton are unbeaten In their last seven 
Premiership MerseyskJe dertiies. Since Roy 


The ihree j^eignsof King Kendall at Goodison Part 

Games Points Points average 

'252 Z r . 

1990-1993 129 171 1.33 

Roy Evans' Anfieid record 


Evans won his fast Premiership dertiy match in 
charge of Liverpool - a 2-1 victory at Anfieki in 
March 1994 -he has failed to win any of the 
subsequent seven. 

The one crumb of statistical consolation for 
Liverpool faihat Howard Kendal, now In his 
third reign at Goodison Park, has lost fas last 
four league derbies against Liverpool at Airfield; 
the most recent was In his second spell and the 
previous three were in his first 

The problem for 
Everton supporters is 
that Merseyside • 
dertiies are about the 


SHtttas: Brian Saar? 


only area of ihe game In which they can clam 
superiority over their old rivals these days. 

Since Everton's championship in 1987, 

Liverpool have always finished above their 
rivals. Even the Joe Royfe-inspired revival of 
two seasons ago saw Everton finish three places 
below Liverpool. 

Goodson fans hoping that KendaH can lead 
the club back to the good fanes enjoyed during 
he first spell, when Everton won the 
championship twice, wiB not be encouraged by 
the statistical analysis of fas three reigns. 
Everton's average number of points per game 
has dropped from 1 .79 In his first spell to 1 .33 
in fas second and 1.08 in the third. 
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FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: HOW THEY STAND 
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Upcoming matches 


Ac injured Kevin Bri* 
whose scoring exploits have 
catapulted him into the £4m 

dass sfnee Graeme Sounds 
... . nnn n hie 


ftmirh as GuDifs successor be- 
ing at Filbert Street. It was 
there, 18 months ago, that be 
found himself relegated to the 
bench for the first time. 

On that occasion, Vialli 
rztn\f. on after half-time and 
scored immediately. Today, in 
the absence of Ed de Go ey. he 
must choose between Dimitri 
Khaim and Kevin Hitchcock far 
ihe goalkeeper’s jersey, know- 
ing the Russian has already stat- 
ed hs intention to leave if he 
does not regain his place. 

Blackburn’s challenge con- 
tinues at Southampton, where 
they last won 60 years ^go. They 
will be thankful not be facing 



Sheffield Wednesday and 
Tottenham, both under new 
management since they met 
last autumn, reconvene at 
Hillsborough, although the 
former home manager David 
Pleat wifl not be presen 1 - He 
wDl instead watch a European 
target in his new capacity as 
Spure’ director of football. 

His successw at Vfednesday, 
Ron Atkinson, previously held 
Pleat’s current title at Coventry. 
Tte past two months have made 
it dear why the Sky Blues felt 
they could cope without him. 
Gordon Strachan has made 


such spectacular progress that 
it will rank as a major upset if 

BanKley end 75 yeais without 

awinatWgbfieldRMd. 

Strachan. whom Chelsea s 
new player-manager cited with 
Ferguson and Wenger as the 
three to whose standards be as- 
nired, must decide whether to 
restore the snip of the seawm, 

George Boateng, after the 
£250.000 midfielders absence 
with the Dutch Under-21s. 

As the man who once saw 
that if be bad made Eric Can- 
tona’s remarks about sardines 
and trawlers, people would 

have thought he was “just a wee 

Scottish bum talking crap , 
we can safety assume dial IStra- 
chan will not be discoursing on 
the merits or otherwise of 
squad rotation. 
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~ Sheff Wed vTottenham 

^^.DiCanioll a °° t ‘ 8 

Last HMOB 2-1 

Striker Andy Booth is Ron Atkinson's only injury 
Booth buffered with a persistent^ 
him out of his side’s fast two.matehe. 

Atkinson is certain to keep faith with the 

Carbone up front MWfield^&ah^ ^ 
meanwhile, is on the brink of a sec^d f 

picked up seven ydlow cards from 16 matches and a booking 
tomorrow will see him given a two match baa . 

Tottenham, with eight players still out ^ured,Sreato wflhoiA 
the suspended R^ion V^a and Stephen Gjn«L Dwd 
Howells is back after recovering from a cracked rfo and Col 
CaJderwood will move to his favoured defensive role m place ot 
Vega. Gary Mabbutt wiH be on the bench again alongside young 
reserves Peter Gain and Mark Arber. who have no first team 
experience. Left bade Give Wilson is foe latest injury victim, 
failing a fitness test on a caff strain yesterday and jusbn Edinburgh, 
who substituted for him in foe l-l draw with Leicester last week, 
gets his first start for six weeks. 

Southampton v Blackburn 



Davies <2 


GaUacher 17 



Loading scorer 

Last season: 2-0 , . 

Southampton's leading scorer Kevin Davies will not be making rus 
comeback today The 20-year-old striker has been struggling wrth 
an ankle injury since he limped off against Manchester United last 
month shortly after scoring foe winning goal. Davies played against 
Liverpool but broke down midway through foe first half and failed 
to recover m time to face Coventry in midweek. Saints are also with- 
out suspended centre back Ken Monkou. who begins a two-match 
ban, but Francis Benali returns after missing three games through 

suspension. 

Chris Sutton is out of Blackburn’s side. The striker, who has scored 
16 goals this season, has failed to reccwer from a virus infection which 
has confined him to bed over the past 24 hours. Youngster James 
Beattie and Swedish forward Martin DahJin wifl compete for his place 
alongside Kevin Gallacher. Dahlin, back after from injury is most Ifce- 
ly to step into Sutton’s place. The Swiss central defender Stephane 
Hendioz and foe Norwegian centre-back Tore Pedersen are both 
doubtful 



Wimbledon v Aston Villa 


Euefl, Cort6 


Leading Koran 
Lost season: 0-2 


YorkeS 


0 


Jamaica striker Marcus Gayle is B<ely to return to Wimbledon's team 
against Aston Villa at Selhurst Park on Saturday after returning from 
international duty at the Gold Cup to America. Wimbledon will also 
be hoping Gayle's fellow Jamaican international midfielder Robbie 
Earle, who missed the America trip, will be fit to retren while mid- 
fielder Ceri Hughes also hopes to return after a hamstring injur/ 
Efan Ekoku may play a part following a lengthy recent lay-off wrth 
ankle Ijgament trouble. Wimbledon have won one Premiership game 
in foe fast five. 

Aston V/llas transfer-fated striker Savo Milosevic could keep his place 
today. The Yugoslav international was recalled for the midweek 
2-0 defeat against Manchester United in foe absence of Dwi^it Yorke. 
Yorke is one of five players trying to regain fitness as he struggles 
to shake off a calf strain. Midfielder Mark Draper has an ankle prob- 
lem white Stews Staunton is stroggfiqg with a hamstring strain. Gareth 
Southgate suffered a thigh strain against United, while midfielder lan 
Taylor picked up an ankle injury. 


TOMORROW 

Newcastle v Leeds 



Barnes, Spmd 7 


Leading scorers 
Last season: 3-0 


Hasselbalrk W 


Kenny Dalgfish is only without long-term injury victim Steve Wat- 
son. Dalglish admits his side deserved to lose 4-1 art Bland Road in 
October - but he is confident his side can turn foe tables on foe 
Yoriohiremen at St James' Fbric this weetend. Both Andreas Anda'sson 
and full-back Andy Griffin are both available after missing last Sat- 
urday’s Cup tie with Tranmere - foe Swede was injured, while foe 
former Stoke defender was Cup-tied. Newcastle need a win to have 
any chance of moving back into the top half the table, while their 
visitors need a win to maintain their' challenge fora place in Europe. 
Leeds midfielder David Hopkin returns to captain the side for to- 
morrow’s game after pulling out of last week's FA Cup fifth round 
home win over Birmingham due to a family bereavement Hopkin 
wiB take foe plare of Lee Bowyer, vfoo starts a two-match suspension 
for an accumulation of bookings, while Mark Jackson completes a 
two-game Ban. Defender Robert Molenaar is again doubtful with a 
knee injury, while David Robertson (knee) and Derek LiOey (her- 
nia) are both out for the next few weeks following surgery. 
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Fallon told me he 


stopped Top Cees, 


says TV presenter 


Racing 


By Richard Edmondson 
and Greg Wood 


THE LIBEL trial which is cur- 
rently the focus of the racing 
world was yesterday told by 
Derek Thompson, the Channel 
4 racing presenter, that Kieren 
Faflon. the champion jockey, told 
him that he had deliberately pre- 
vented the horse from winning 
the race in question on the in- 
structions of Jack Ramsden, the 
husband of the horse’s trainer, 
Lynda. Fallon, subsequently re- 
called to the witness box, denied 
the suggestion. 

Fallon and the Ramsdens are 
suing The Sporting Life over an 
unsigned editorial in May 1995 
after the horse. Top Cees, won 
the Chester Cup. The editorial 
suggested all three had 
“stopped’’ the fancied Top Cees 
three weeks earlier in the 
Swaffham Handicap at New- 
market. Mirror Group News- 
papers, publishers of The 


Sporting L#e, deny libeL They say 
the article was justified and fair 
comment on a “scandal” that 
was a matter of public interest 

The newspaper’s counsel, 
Richard Hartley QC - who had 
earlier said that his best evidence 
would be if he could produce 
someone who had overheard 
someone telling fallen not to win 
at Newmarket - asked Thomp- 
son in the High Court in Lon- 
don for his reaction to the result 
of the Swaffham Handicap. 

Thompson, who was subpoe- 
naed on his return from worsting 
in Dubai on Monday, said be felt 
that the horse “probably should 
have finished an awful lot closer 
with a more forceful ride, and 
probably should have won”. 

On the night of the race, be 
was dining with friends at the Old 
Plough pub near Newmarket, 
when he saw Fallon. He told the 
court “1 don’t want to repeat this 
in open court, which is why I’ve 
tried to stop it coming to open 
court because it was said to me 
in confidence. I was asking 


‘What happened with Tbp Cees 
this afternoon as I thought he 
would win’ and Kteren’s words 
were, ‘Yes, I thought the horse 
would win as well but when I got 
into the paddock Jack told me 
to stop it’ 

“It might have been said flip- 
pantly. he might have had a cou- 
ple too many. I am jast 
repeating what he said to me 
one night in the pub.” 

Thompson said that he men- 
tioned the conversation to a 
couple of people at the next 
morning's Channel Four pro- 
duction meeting and suggested 
it might be worth interviewing 
Ballon, as Ibp Cees’ failure to 
win was a major racing story. 

“Kieren was obviously quite 
reluctant . . he was being hound- 
ed by the press, if that's the right 
word, so I said: Tt will do you 
good to talk about it’ 

“I did say that what was said 
last night in The Plough will not 
come out and I wifi look after 
you.” He added: “1 knew Keren 
as a very good jockey, although 


Matiness of the man with a mike 


DEREK THOMPSON, the 
racing journalist whose evi- 
dence in The Sporting Life libel 
trial caused such a stir yester- 
day, is best-known as the mem- 
ber of the Channel 4 team 
whose watchwords might be: 
have mike, will interview. 

Thompson, 47, has estab- 
lished a reputation that he will 
talk to anyone, indeed to any- 
thing - from the champion 
jockey to a goat. His wide range 
aod uncrushable matiness have 
some praising his consummate 
professionalism, others reach- 
ing for the sick bag. 

Thompson’s style is veneer- 
smooth - it has been said be is 
veneer all the way through - 
with an almost permanently 
fixed smile {false ar times, be ad- 
mits) and a manner that is 
sometimes undeniably patron- 
ising, He tends to be given the 
lightweight, off-beat spots on 
Channel 4 and aims for populist 
appeal, but he is by no means 
everyone's cup of tea. 

The biographical blurb on 
the inside flap of the cover of his 
recently published book Tom- 
mo's Year gives his nickname as 
“The Master of the Micro- 
phone”. Many, however, know 
him as “The Nodding Dog”, a 
reference to the constant bead- 
bobbing that accompanies many 
interviews, or “Toilet” Thomp- 


Sue Montgomery 
on the reporter 
who will talk to 
anyone, or anything 


son. The goat, a racehorse’s 
companion, is to blame for the 
latter as viewers were informed: 
“Oh look, it’s doing a pooh,” 
“TommobaUs" are legion, 
and Lester Piggott, never one to 
waste words, apparently told 
him to “F*** off” in front of a 
worldwide audience of hundreds 
of millions on Derby Day in 1983. 



He undoubtedly enjoys the 
celebrity status that TV expo- 
sure has given him, but then an 
ego of a certain size is not un- 
common In visual media work. 
And to his credit, the man also 
gives the Impression he would 
carry on interviewing if some- 
one set his trousers on fire. In 
his book, the show must go on. 

Thompson earns his living as 
a TV presenter, as a commen- 
tator for Satellite Information 
Services (the service which 
shows live racing in betting 
shops) and at Nad HI Sheba 
racecourse in Dubai He also 
contributes to the Irish televi- 
sion station RTE and has his 
name on a premium-rate tip- 
ping line. 

His made his debut with a nri- 
cropbone at the age of 15, while 
still at Guisborough Grammar 
School, when he called the run- 
ners home at his local Cleveland 


Derek Thompson arriving at 
court yesterday 

Photograph: Philip Meech 


point-to-point. 

After he left school at 17, he 
gained first-hand experience of 
horses, working for periods of 
six months each for the Bishop 
Auckland trainer Denys Smith 
and Pierre Sanoner at Chantil- 
ly, and rode in several amateur 
races on the Flat and over 
jumps, famously beating the 
Prince Of Whies in a dose fin- 
ish at Flumpton in 1980 for his 
only victory. 


not socially. I admired him 
greatly as a super horseman.” 

He said he was reluctant to 
become involved in the case be- 
cause he had no desire to get in- 
volved with litigation between 
people he knew on both sides. 
“It’s as simple as that 1 did not 
want this to come out.” 

Patrick Mflmo QC, for the 
Ramsdens and Fallon, opened 

his QTig^ ffltarnfna rion by saying: 

“What you have just told the 
court about Keren Ballon is an 
outrageous lie - that’s right, is 
it not?” 

Thompson: “If you think 
so, that’s up to you. But no, it’s 
not.” 

Mflmo: “Fm putting that to 
you; Mr Thompson, I want you 
to face it My question is what 
you have just said about Kieren 
Ballon, sitting down there on 
that front bench, is an outra- 
geous lie.” 

Thompson: “That is incor- 
rect”. 

Milmo alleged that Thomp- 
son had been “boasting” to his 
Channel 4 colleagues that Fal- 
lon had confided in him about 
being told to pull Ibp Cees. 

Thompson: “The word 
‘boasting’ is not correct-” 

* He said that what was said by 
him in the production meeting 
was confidential. “It’s the sdme 
reason you might talk to people 
in chambers. It was off the record 
and you would be annoyed if it 
was repeated elsewhere.” 

Fallon himself was recalled 
to the stand to rebut Thomp- 
son’s version of events at the 
Old Plough. “I wouldn’t have 
said anything like that,” Fallon 
told MUmo. “I wouldn’t call Mb 
Ramsden “Jack”, I’d call him 
Mr Ramsden.” 

Later, Mflmo asked if there 
was any truth in the allegation 
that he had deliberately stopped 
Tbp Cees winning. 

“No,” ftflon said. “Something 
like that would be terrible. For any 
jockey to even think about stop- 
ping ahorse would jeopardise their 
career. What Mr Thompson has 
invented is a lie. Mr Ramsden has 
never asked me to stop a horse as 
long as IVe ridden for him, or Mis 
Ramsden for that mailer.” 

Cross-examined by Hartley, 
he denied that it would be easy 
for a rider of his ability to stop 
a horse. “You could find trou- 
■ble, not take the gaps?” Hart- 
ley asked. “You’re going at 35 
miles per hour, three inches 
from the horse in front,” Fallon 
replied. “You don’t look for 
trouble, you try to avoid it.” 
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ACROSS 


DOWN 



I Developed an artistic 
sense (something not 
shared by everyone) (8^) 

new inwbul^fajt%eae 
(9) 

II Murphy runs behind 


12 See female in sun bonnet 5 Dir 

in toy of sunlight (S) stri 

13 Pursuing about “alterna- ma 

five” clothes (9) 6 It’D 

14 Not breaking the law, ]o- anc 

eating home in Orkney Is- 7 No 
land (7) ing 

16 Fanatic: adult that is lack- (5) 

ing first signs of wit and 8 Its 1 
nous (7) _ gry 

about anivaffT) 8 9 On 

20 Disreputable alley in very flying! (7-6) 
loud surroundings -here’s 15 An inflexible 


2 Unfortunate reaction 
when injecting new pot? 
(9) 

3 On horseback, and read; 
for a fell? (5) 

4 “Later arrival - regret 
losing power” -railway 

5 ferartor-General re- 
stricts what’s excessive ir 

6 ItTlforoSemoon, star 
and galaxy ultimately (91 

7 No good avoiding show- 
ing disapproval together 


t shows you a shade an- 
py over egg production 

Due itches to send ball 


attitude in- 


Friday’s solution 


Last Saturday's solution 
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a little of the volume (3-4) 

21 Ambitious type - one of 
the jet-set? (4-5) 

23 Lad hangs around Post 
Office to trifle amorously 
( 3 ),. . 

24 Beak imprisons one mak- 
ing a row (5) 

25 Just time to get into US 
University? That’s a lie! 

(?) 

26 Tennis on the radio per- 
haps provokes disagree- 
ment (4,23,4) 


fcsts heads of some 
firms, unfortunately (9) 

17 Use “parrot” loosely for 
this ofd flying creature 

19 SL t can do for such a 
meal - can small fish? 
(4-3) 

20 Supply vase to be put in 

22 Fbibiddmg the introduce 
tion of erotic filth (5) 

23 Pen a couple of letters ir 
a certain manner (5) 


The first flve correct sdutiws to this work's puzzle opened oral Thors- 
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Martin Johnson (centre) ‘needs to punch his weight* against Wales at Twickenham today Photograph: David Ashdown 


Woodward faces watershed 


Chris Herwett 

Rugby Union Correspondent 


THIS is it, then: sink or swim, 
do or die, put up or shut up. 
Clive WtaodWazd could not have 
imagined things would reach 
such a pretty pass so soon in his 
tenure as England coach; 
indeed, it is perfectly possible 
that he- does not consider 
today’s Five Nations dust-up 
with Whies to be a watershed 
occask>n*at alL In which case, 
he sees things rather differently 
to the 78,000 who wdLat in 
judgement on him at Twicken- 
ham this afternoon. 

Woodward is not on trial to 
the degree that Jack Rowell 
found himself on that win-or- 
bust Calcutta Cup day in Edin- 
burgh two years ago. But defeat 
at the bands of the Welshwould 
not only signal the end of a long 
honeymoon with an English 
sporting public swept off its feet 
by seductive words, it would also 
set the tone for an old-fashioned 
door-slamming, furniture- 
throwing domestic with the 
coach’s grey-suited in-laws at 
the Rugby Football Union. 

It is now seven Tfests since 
England’s sweet chariot made 
it aU the way to the chequered 
flag and the record of the 
Woodward regime is two draws 
and three defeats from five 
outings. No one is on the phone 
to DiaJ-a-Tumbril just at the mo- 
ment - New Zealand, South 
Africa, Australia and Fiance are 
the Real McCoys of world 
rugby, after all - but today, the 
coach takes on a second-class 
power for the first time. As 
Roger Uttley, the England 
manager, admitted this week, a 
bad one against Wales will 
inevitably lead to “questions 
being asked in high places”. 

WbnyinglyforXVbodward, it 
is not merely a question of 
England avoiding a second 


successive “bad one”. What 
Lawrence DallagUo and com- 
pany need is an extremely “good 
one”, just to see off a Welsh side 
unusually confident of translat- 
ing their paper potential ro the 
green grass of the playing field. 

It is 20 years since the the 
seven wonders of the valleys - 
Gareth, Gerald, Phil, JPR and 
the Pontypool front row - 
bestrode the rugby landscape 
and seldom since have the red 
shirts poured across the Severn 
ur such high spirits. 

Arwel Thomas, the magically 
gifted outside-half from Swan- 
sea, articulated the feel-good 
factor this week by saying: “If 
the pack gives ns some runnable 
ball, we’ll win. We have more 
idea behind the scrum because 
we've got better players, man for 
man, from nine to 15. 

“England have-played all the 
top-quality sides under Wood- 
ward and shown signs of moving 
away from the kicking game but 
if winning is a habit, it's a habit 
they don’t have at the moment. 
Ws definitely fancy this one.” 


Thomas will fancy it a whole 
lot more if England’s reshaped 
front-row trio spend the after- 
noon peering into their own 
darkened recesses, as the pre- 
vious incarnation did in Paris a 
fortnight ago. Phil Vickeiy, the 
all-important new cap on the 
tight bead, has been exposed 
early to the rigours of inter- 
national duty, presumably 
because Woodward does not 
believe the Welsh scrummages 
wQl prove nearly as troublesome 
as Christian Califano and 
Franck Tournaire. He may be 
right on that score, but Andrew 
Lewis is playing the best rugby 
of his career and the outcome 
of his tete-a-tete with Vickeiy 
will be fundamental to the 
outcome. 

As, indeed, will the perfor- 
mance of England’s back five. 
Martin Johnson is on a bus- 
man’s holiday at the moment 
and for all Uttley’s pseudo- 
babble about staleness and 
burn-out, it is bigb time the 
Lions captain raised a gallop 
and concentrated on punching 


ENGLAND v WALES 


at Twickenham 

M Perry Bath 15 Njenldns Fbntypridd 

D Rees — -Sate 14 G Thomas Cardiff 

W Greenwood Leicester 13 A Bateman —Richmond 


J Guscott 
A Healey 


Bath 12 S Gibbs 

— Leicester II N Walker 1 


P Grayson Northampton 10 A Thomas__.. 


K Bracken 
J Leonard 


Saracens 9 R Howiey-. 

— Harlequins I A Lewis 


ft Codcarill Leicester 2 B Williams- 

P Vickery Gloucester 3 D Young 

M Johnson Leicester 4 G Llewellyn 

G Archer Newcastle 5 M Voyle 

L DaJlagfio Wisps, capt 6 C Chantfs„ 

N Back Leicester 7 M Williams 

R H3I 


Replacements: It M Catt (Bath); 17 
PdeCtanWSe<BuIij; ISM Dawson 
(Northampton): 19 A Diprose: 20 D 
Grcwcosfc (both Saraccrot, 21 O Gar. 
forth; 22 D West (bo«Ji Lafcerteri. 


-JNev^e 5 M Voyle uKlfi 
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his weight in the rucks and 
mauls rather than than punch- 
ing opposition backs. The 
Welsh have no second row in 
the same universe -indeed, they 
have no one as good as Garaib 
Archer, either -and knife-edge 
Tests are usually won by the side 
capitalising on the odd area of 
dear superiority. 

Unless Johnson and Archer 
help secure the English scrum- 
mage, Daliaglio and his 
extravagantly equipped back- 
row confreres wflj be sitting 
dudes for the second time in as 
many matches. As Olivier 
Magne, the outstanding French 
flanker, pointed out in Paris, the 
scrum is once ag ai n the most 
influential physical and psy- 
chological theatre of rugby 
action. “No one plays this 
going backwards,” he said. “At 
least, they .don’t if they’re seri- 
ous about winning” 

An even contest at the sharp 
end should ensure a compelling 
battle of wits in midfield, where 
. the quartet of centres from Last 
summer’s Uons tour of South 
Africa are preparing to lock 
horns in a four-cornered 
of full-contact chess. One of 
them, Jeremy Guscott, wins his 
50th cap this afternoon and with 
characteristic swagger, he says 
be relishes the fact that he will 
be opposed by Allan Bateman, 

whom he describes as “the best 

centre in the world”. 

But Guscott’s animat instinct 
enures he will keep one eye 
feed on Bateman’s partner, 
Soott Gibbs. “I don’t know how 

he does it, but Jeny has survived 

the best part of a decade at the 

top level without getting a slam- 
said the Swansea hit- 
“aoy^terday^disconcerting 

smle family visible on hit 
deceptively studious features, 
t be message was clear. Gibbs 
Gjawa, but Whs owe 

England even more. ; 


England give Italians chance to make up the ‘Six Nations’ 


By Chris Hewetc the year 2000 - a new tourna- three-point victory »k. 

• merit for a new TnillAninm u . - J . 1 lQe 


IT TOOK them far too long to 
get round to ft, but England fi- 
nally fell in line with the rest of 
northern hemisphere rugby yes- 
terday by officially inviting Italy 
to the Five Nations party. The 
oldest international champion- 
ship in the game will become the 
Six Nations from the spring of 


meat for a new millenium. 
Rugby Football Union coun- 


new boys only a fortnight ago. 
Vernon Pugh, a Five Nations 

rnniinA.1 i_ . 


0n off 1116 field.' 


cil members agreed unani- Comittee m^be ™^ 


competition. France, Ireland president of the Italian Rud^ 

and Scotland, ail of whom had Union. “This 

recently been beaten bv Italy. „ . . _ 
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recently been beaten by Italy, proud day for him," aid 
confinned their support at a “WewereuHvZLm^^ 
meefug m January, as did IheprofessiouSInX^^ 
Wales, who secured a narrow arguments made by thHa 
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^reuuerstup One by rwo clubs 

thus season, the news 
“.^'‘“aiorboosttoBds- 
rem£ lLondon Irish, whored 
tly ocorpy the bottom two 
Pttotions in Premieiship 0®^ 


Lear 


‘ucaraervmgitafianswfflbe - 
first Fwe Nations newcom- - 

era since France, who were 
g“ted a place in 1910. 
•Surd’s top dubs reached 

^eemeut with the Rugby .' 
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Watch this space: Ift time to liven up your living space with an unusual dock. Timekeepers for every taste and budget. In ‘Property* on page 10 
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Learn lessons from the master money makers 

Only a handful of professionals outperform the markets consistently overtime. But, as Jonathan Davis explains, they make investors a fortune 


Who would not want to be a profes- 
sional investment manager? On the 
face of it, there are few better jobs to 
be had. After football players and pop 
stare, there are few industries in which 
the top performers are so handsome- 
ly rewarded. The bull market of the 
past 15 years has made the profession 
one of die most highly sought after in 
the City. Salaries for those who can 
demonstrate that they are one of the 
handful of truly exceptional talents can 
eas3y tuq into the high sue figures, with 
matching bonuses on top. 

Investment is one of the most 
highly competitive businesses on 
• -.arth and to produce exceptional re- 
turns year in, year out is at least as 
great a challenge as winning an 
Olympic medaL A handful of pro- 
fessionals do, however, have what the 
Nobel economics laureate Paul 
Samuelson calls the elusive extra 
“performance quotient’’. 

Having spent a year on an in- 
depth study of eight of the most suc- 
cessful professional investors hi 


Britain, with the idea of trying to es- 
tablish what have been the major fac- 
tors behind their success, I can report 
that the qualities you need to succeed 
in this demanding business are not 
the ones which the ordinary investor 
might at first imagine. The eight 1 
looked at include some of the best- 
known names in the business. 

All these investors have the same 
objective: to produce returns that ex- 
ceed those of the market as a whole. 
But their way of setting about doing 
so could not be more different. All of 
them are versed in the art of balance- 
sheet analysis. AD have their own dis- 
tinctive valuation techniques, which 
they are happy to describe in detail” 

Some, such as Anthony Bolton 
and Jim Slater, are out-and-out 
stockpickers. They look for excep- 
tional performing shares, rather than 
raking overall views on the direction 
of markets. 

Bolton is big on detailed compa- 
ny research. His twp funds, which cov- 
er the UK and Europe, specialise in 


finding out-of-favour companies that 
other investors are shunning for one 
reason or another; something for- 
merly owned by Robert Maxwell, or 
nuclear power companies which no- 
body understands, are the sort of 
things he loves. Such shares are of- 
ten irrationally undervalued and 
make large gains when they return 
to favour. 

Slater has his own screening sys- 
tem for finding growth shares that are 
not yet fully valued by the market, 
based initially on the ratio between 
their earnings and the rating those 
earnings are accorded in the market. 
He likes to back broad investment 
themes (such as the spread of sports 
retailing and the Millennium bug) 
and also keeps a very dose eye on di- 
rectors’ share dealings. His “Zulu 
Principle” holds that you do best by 
sticking to a few companies you can 
really become an expert on rather 
than trying to work oat how entire 
industries or the economy as a whole 
is moving. 


Other investors prefer to take a 
broader view. Mark Mobius, a 60-year- 
old fitness freak, spends 80 per cent 
of his time flying around the globe in 
a private jet looking for bargains in 
more than 30 different emerging 
markets. Ian Rushbrook, who runs 
ffetsonal Assets in Erimtongh, uses his 
own sophisticated computer models 
to help him try and decide if the mar- 
kets are over-valued or not 

Nils Tkube, Sir Jacob Rothschild's 
stock market adviser, specialises fa 
spotting broad international trends 
that can be expected to bead towards 
the UK and Europe. He was one of 
the first, 30 years ago, to spot the huge 
potential growth in supermarkets: 
now he is busy makmg money from .. 
betting on the continued consoiida- ' 
tion of Europe’s financial and bank- 
ing system. 

So no two methods for success are 
the same. As Anthony Bolton told 
me: “If you are going to out-peribrm 
the market, by definition yon have 
to do something which is different 


from what everyone else is doing.” 

It all sounds very easy, at least un- 
til you try to do it Going against con- 
ventional opinion is something most 
of us find difficult to do. That is why 
many successful investors are essen- 
tially loners. 

The paradox is that there is much 
less mystique about investment than 
is often realised. Some of the adages 
you need to succeed - for example, 
to run your profits and cut your loss- 
es -are almost as old as the Mis. Yet 
few of us actually follow the advice. 
Busang the most popular shares in foe 
markets, for example those with the 
highest price-earning ratios, have 
been repeatedly shown to be a sure- 
fire route" to long-term underper- 
fonnance. Yetmost investors, many 
professionals included, persist in do- 
ing just that 

In principle, there is no reason, 
most of the experts insist, why private 
investors cannot do just as well as the 
average professional investor. Al- 
though their information sources 


are not so good, they have the ad- 
vantages of having smaller funds to 
manage. They can afford to take a 
genuinely long-term view, a luxury 
that is in practice denied to most 
professional investment managers. 
In Anthony Bolton’s words, there 
is actually very fitfle original thought 
in investment It is putting the wis- 
dom of the ages into practice that 
is so difficult Putting your money 
with the genuine superstars, pro- 
vided you can spot them early 
enough, is just as good a strategy for 
long-term success in tbe stock mar- 
ket as any. 

'Money Makers' \ by The Indepen- 
dent's Jonathan Davis, a study of 
Britain’s most successful profession- 
al investors, and what ordinary in- 
vestors can learn from them, is 
published by Orion Business Books 
at £20. Tb order a copy at the specially 
discounted price of £15 (induding 
P&P) cad 01903 736736 and quote 
the reference number MMJD. 
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Budget on a rates rise 


_ , . a rm e d with a five-year mandate years to woric through the system. Interest the ckmturn rather than riskingmakmg 
F reshly anned with a h fjeneral. Eddie rates seem to have more impact on it worse.) 


ivLvi’i i- 1 - 

Put your capital to wor 
when you retire 


is up to the 
comm unity 


w»gF uju — - . is a right to raise taxes it is in the Chancellor, ine ousiness communny 

(jafeiOTSonmtnetra^n early years ofagovennnentwhen the netf would like to see (personal) taxation rise 

unlikely to want to change mie election is far awav so that interest rates and sterling could 

until he and his coU^iffiODth^Bioo Some trnnSrf flifi Bank of Eng- come down faster, but- the record surge 

etary committee have _ sec . monetary committee think another in tax receipts last month has brought the 

Chancellor does with th P° mt«wsr rates is needed to dis- prospect of a budget amrfus in 1999-2000 


unui uc - y^t the Some members of the Bank of nng- come oowr raser, Dtu-mcre™. 

etary committee have _ sec . monetary committee think another in tax receipCs last month has brought the 

Chancellor does with th P° ^ m jn terest rales ^ npeded to dis- prospect of a budget siyptus in 1999-2000 

the Budget. courage borrowing and consumer spend- and there seems to be no need for a 

Interest am horities in^aSl to puncture the inflationary general rise in taxation next month, 

blades of the scissors the auxnon b p increases in tax on petrol and tobacco 

traditionally use a rise £ interest rates would arcce^xefi^mNatioi^lnsuxanc^ 

make sterling even stronger and hurt capital, ***** and inheritance tax are 
slew the economy dcwnwhdetfflcu asweU as reduchig growth in likely, tax relief on mortgage interest 

interest-rate cuts will speed it “P 1 nrightwdl be phased out, and the married 

changes ^. d > ntercst ’” l “ h , a ^ r hpNVR ,. n the^rSTand Europe at a time couples’ allowance replaced by a restored 


r ^ |„ cuts and make sterling even stronger ana nurt - 

slow the economy dc«mwhdeifflcu ^sweti as reduchig growth in likely, tax relief on mortgage interest 

interest-rate cuts will speed it nrightwdl be phased out, and the married 

changes and intercst^te c^^ Jf et ^een the UlPand Euro^ft a time couples’ allowance replaced by a reaored 

in shghtly different ^beoi h igh ^ pro-Enropeans want iTto narrow, chfld tax allowance. More tinkering with 

interest rates reward save , rs as P bettcr ^ if the the taxatkx* of pensions and savings, m- 

^nalisingborrow^whflehaghe Government had done what dudingfirm plans for bdMAuti&vmp 

reduce ^nchng^er across the ^ ^ed last summer and Accounts, seems certainand there could 

economy and dso reduce the gov Interertrates sharply to show it even be tax cuts on booze plus a long- 

^On past^jerience, tax changes affect ’^SoTpoh^beleft 

t c 1 = ft ,crsrcf& audits 

could be reducing rates again to soften mtems.-r.tecomm.ttee. 


Name: Joan Denton . . 

Age: 60 

Occupation: Retired 
The problem: Joan, from Nor- 
folk, has recently retired and has 

purchased a house for cash. 

She wants to maximise in- 
. come to bring hiar as dose as pos- 
sible to her pre-retirement level 
of £9,500 per annum net. While 
tairmg as little risk. as possible. 

• J^wouklpre&rguaimileedin- 
come that would rise over time. 
Her other concern is that she 
may require residential care at 
some point in the future. 

Joan’s occupational pension 
scheme income amounts to 
£2,089 pa, which combined with 
State pension benefits will pro- 
vide income of £5,731 pa. She 
also has an additional voluntary 



Long-temi 

care:Jo an 
pent 00 
doesiw*:; 
need to 
see her 

income fall 
drastically 
after she 
retires 
Photograph: 
Bryn Cation 


Halifax Gold Account, £20,000 

. t, and around for future rncoiu Cmith may also oenen ‘ “ . . nuses> 


Vide income of £5,731 pa. She aHalifax Gold f 0 7ftm.re income in totaL — ^ benefit from 2 to * per 

also San additional voluntary in Premm Bonds and aro^ Vhe^ Adviser. Paul Smith, terminal bonuses, 

contribution (AVC) fund of *M»0 ^ deport specialist consultant at Stirling « is n o immediate per- 

£4378, but is confused as to the split between a Bardays Yieposi Management Ltd, 85 • . tax liability on with, 

^.llhlemher. account and The Saffron A-al street , Loudon, „ 5 per cent pa 

mil 1553. U1 _ thp hOQd. 


options available to her. 

Joan has around £65,000 in 


Walden building society. Joan 



WHAT MAKES 
LEGAL & GENERAL’S 
FTSE ALL-SHARE 
INDEX-TRACKING PEP 
OUTSTANDING VALUE 
FOR MONEY? 


A glance at the table will show that 
- since its launch over two years 
ago - this Index-Tracking PEP from 
Legal & General has proved that it offers 
PEP investors superb value for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. 
This Index reflects the performance of 


NO I 'in A l CHARGES 


/ Legal & General / 0.50% / 57.24% 






ANNUAL 
M. 


0.5 /o , . 4 NAGUMU NT CHARGE 


NO WITHDRAWAL FT I 


the entire stock market, so it reduces the 
risk of being over-exposed to shares which 
under-perforin and lessen your return. 

In feet, a lump sum of £-6,000 invested in 
the Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP 
at launch would now be worth £9,434 
compared to just £8,738* in the average 
UK Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges 
deducted, more of your 
money is invested at the outset for 
maximum growth potential, there are 
no withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management charge of 0.5% - the value 
for money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today’s oppor- 
tunities. For further details (including 
information on our monthly saving 
option) call now or visit our web'site at 

www.LandG.com I 


tie All-Share Trackin 
PEP that has 
performed, the best 


of Joao-s restrocturiogis the particular year 

purchase ofanannjutyvmh her ^ l Joan b uudy to remama 

pension AVC poL Tb°^, basic-rate tax payer there will be 

^ held with Equitable Ufa vAo ^f DaHia bflity on regular 
have offered three annuities, a (aken from the bond 

I " l annuity at £340 pa, an an « that as she 

ity of £240 pa escalating at 3 mes oWer she may need 

r cent pa and an care, maybe in a 

20 pa escalating at the retail Residential care can cost 

ice index (RPIk anything between £10.000 to 

Under occupational pension ^ average stay 

gulations Joan has no alte ^ oun d three years. These 
ttive other *an to huy a^eady exceed the Level of 

inuity with her AVC fund" T* - Joans pensions and 

indples behind an annuity are nls eQI] ^ generate, 

raightforward Buymgone [ead to rapid ero- 

bit tike a bet with an insurance m or die value of 

anpaiiy, in return ftyyo^c^ ® house which she has spent 
icy will pay you an income for her nouse^ ^ purchasc . 

fe. If you die early they keep ^ authorities 

jurhnnp sum and in effect wm dlore .#* 

je bet, if you live to a npe old Most in- ' 

wmmm 

ass 

^As Mother pension in-- tion must be income for Joan. 

and her AVC it may be prudent to mcorpo- 
rot is quite smalL the level rate some provision for care, 
renuity offered by Equitable" The ltfe^assurance company 

Life would be the best choice. Lincoln has devised a more 
It is not inconceivable that practical solution with their 
Joan may require income for Independence Bond due to 
another 30 years. A considerable come on the market shorth. 
proportion of her capital is in This is in effect an investment 
premium bonds, which generate vehicle, but can incorporate a 
no specific growth or income but level of benefits higher than the 
can, and have, provided Joan amount invested. These bene- 
with regular wins ranging from fits will be paid out if the mdi-.m 
£50 to £150"per month. The mar- vidual is unable to undertake 

keting literature for premium certain activities of daily living, 

bonds says anyone holding the terminal illness and death. The 
maximum number of £20,000 cost of that insurance is taken 
will, with average luck, win 13 from the investment fund on a 
times a year and enjoy returns monthly costed baas, 
of around 5 per cent pa tax free. This may sound expensive. 

Having said this, there is no guar- but. in reality, is not if the me- 


Havingsaia mis. mere is no guar- uuu m i corny, is uui u u»v. ****- 
antee Joan will have average luck chanics are understood For an 
and as a lower-rale tax payer, the investment of £25,000, and a 

. ■ _ , _ ■ cp i • r;n nrvi ik. 
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tax-free element has less effect. 

The only way to absolutely 
guarantee future rising income 
would be to pool the available 
resources and purchase a life 
annuity linked to the RPI. 
Unfortunately, the maximum 
annuity indexation that most 
life companies offer as a matter 


Loo 


wit 


protection level of £50,000, the 
potential risk to the life com- 
pany is only £25,000 at outseL 
In the early years the investor 
has the security of knowing 
that a move to residential care 
may not erode other assets. 

Where Lincoln score with 
this product is that it carries an 


Find out more note - phone free 050011 6622 
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lire companies oner as a matter mis product is mat it carries an 
of routine is 85 per cent pa and investment management charge 
they only quote fully inflation- of 0.25 per cent pa as opposed 
protected life annuities under to the more normal 1 per cent 
special dicumstances. An annuity pa industry average. It allows 
based on £85,000 could provide penalty-free withdrawals at any 
Joan about £6.400 leveL or a time, should the necessity arise, 
starting sum of £2300 indexed at but the capital growth would be 
85 per cent pa. The advantage better utilised at a later date, 
of life annuities over pension In conclusion, I would sug- 
oncs is that not all the income is gest a portfolio consisting of re- 
laxed as income, a proportion is tention of existing “emergency” 
deemed to be return of capitaL deposit holdings; a £50,000 
1 would also recommend with-profit bond with 5 per 
some funds are held on deposit cent pa regular income de- 
al a bank or building society, ducted; £25,000 invested with 
Bristol and West’s postal account Lincoln’s Independence Bond 
would offer 753 per cent. with £50,000 worth of disability, 

A popular lower-risk invest- terminal illness and death cover 

meat is the with-nrofil tnsiirancp nn.H rinnnnA>n».i) a j.M4.A 
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meat is the with-profit insurance 
bond, which is in effect a single 
premium investment policy de- 
signed to provide a predictable 
investment return over a period 
of time. While these are insur- 
ance products and do usually pro- 

ini4p SnmUnirari rlantL L.. . 


and £10,000 deposited with tins 
Bristol and West postal account 
Assuming current interest 
rates, inflation and tax al- 
lowances in the 1998/99 tax 
year, 1 estimate that Joan’s net 


~~.lv have any PEP investment, please tick here OtDji3 
If you already nave any „!] m, » *hcr po*lixi> IT 

. • -i^wwrim.nfca*: ikthcre lj 
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arueproducis and do usually pro- income could amount to £8,768 
wdc increased death benefits to pa, not too far away from her 
the underlying investment value, pre-retirement income. By only 
they are oot designed to provide drawing 5 per cent income ftoro 
fam^protecuonmtheeventof the with-profit bond and none 
deathjypically, the policy will from Lincoln bond both should 
W 101 per cent of the value of benefit from capital grow* to 

h i' nv ? m “ t death aod insure that greater income wili 
technically, as an insurance pol- be available in *e future. ’ 

S£5il2 m While ^ mo bonds stig- 
where this type of mvestment gested fall outside the S 

^ SeCunty B lhal each au*ority-assessed asset criteiia 

in^!^ US Tmr’ DUnCed OKcause they are tS<^ Hh 

mthl^t^o/f ^ yab ' e assurance policies) substantial 

^atbonuswmbepaidregaA- So^Sjott 

* k t0 eBOU & Of her lifetime’s acoT 
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Silver spoons regain their sparkle 


° f £100 '°<*- 
£150,000 for a famous set of i*> cii 
ver nth ceonny apost , e ££ 
nest month is a reminder that prices 
for collectable wrought dWer^and 
apostle spoons in particular - are 
showing a sharp rise. Although the 
silver market remained stable d urine 
the recession, it has been dull for a 
decade. 

Dating from the 15th century 
apostle spoons, with cast and chased 
terminals representing saints, have 
nsen m value at auction by some 50 
per cent m the past couple of years. 
You can still buy 17th century 
apostles with unascribed maker's 
marks for under £500 - if you are 
focky - but those whose makers are 
known have been selling for three 
and four times estimate. 

For example, at Sotheby's last 
July, an English provincial silver-giJi 
apostle spoon with an unascribed 
mark of about 1655 sold fo r a 
modest £368, towards the low end of 
its £350-£450 estimate. But in the 
same sale, a St Bartholomew spoon 
of 1636 with the mark of Robert 'Me 
of Salisbury made £1 ,955, four times 
t the £400-£60Q estimate. 

nie reason why an unascribed 
spoon of 1550, estimated £600- 
£800, fetched a whopping £ 2 , 185 , 
was probably because the buyer 
had had more tim e to discover a 

name for the unascribed WC and star 

mark than the auctioneers. 

For a variety of reasons, well- 
heeled new buyers are entering the 
apostle spoon market. They are 
middle aged and retired lawyers, 
bankers and accountants - not only 
British but Americans and Aus- 
tralians - with time to read the 
growing number of textbooks that 
have made spoon-buying less of a 
lottery. 

A Henry VIH St Matthias spoon, 
estimated £5,000-£&000 at David 
Lay’s auction house in Penzance 
three years ago, would have fetched 
nowhere near the £18,700 that was 
paid for it if Timothy Kent, a retired 
barrister and leading spoon expert, 
had not identified and published its 
fringed S mark as belonging to 
William Simpson, apprenticed to the 
London maker Robert Preston in 
1499. 

Simpson was one of the finest and 
most prolific makers of the first half 
of the 16th century. Kent's book cm 
the spoon makers pf the West 
Country - where many apostle 
spoons come .from has had a 



A seller's market: Prices for apostles spoons have risen by 50 per cent since forgeries which flooded the market in the 1980s have been eradicated Photograph: Sotheby’s 


steadily growing impact on the mar- 
ket since its publication in 1992. 

Although prices for apostle 
spoons will probably continue to rise 
for a year or two, it is safest to 
consider this as a seller s market. The 
high prices are not being paid by 
speculators hoping for a quick profit, 
or by interior designers (seven-inch 
spoons can hardly be said to liven up 
a room) butby- discerning collectors 


who want that spoon even if they 
have to pay through the nose. 

If they pause to think of invest- 
ment, they might consider, wisely, 
returning their rarest purchases to 
auction in 10 years’ time. By then, 
todays new collectors will have had 
their fill of run-of-the-miU pieces and 
will be competing even more fiercely 
for top-of-the-market gems. 

Such maturation of the market 


is already evident A 1490 spoon 
depicting St James the Greater, 
from the earliest recorded set of 
hallmarked apostle spoons, fetched 
£22,000 at Phillips in October 1 990 
and £32.200 at Christie’s in July 
1993 - a gain of £10,200 in less than 
three years. If you really want to in- 
vest, you must dig deep to buy the 
very best. 

The rarities being cashed in at 


Sotheby's on 5 March are the 12 
apostle spoons of the Swaythling 
Collection, reputedly presented by 
Charles D to Martha Clayton, wife 
of Sir Robert Clayton, Lord Mayor 
of London. Six date from 1524 and 
six from 1553. Complete 16th cen- 
tury sets are exceptionally rare. 
The Swaythling group is probably 
the finest of only two such sets still 
in private hands. 


There are reasons other than 
improved documentation to feel 
confidence in apostle spoons. They 
are cheaper, and available in larger, 
more collectable numbers, than 
any other 16th or early 17th century 
objects. And they have lasting charm 
as cherished possessions from the 
days when cutlery was scarce 
(ordinary people carried their own 
spoons) andwhen families knew the 


saints’ names and prayed together 
before meals. They were some- 
times gjven as christening presents. 
The current surge a m pan. a 

n»cnonse to the all-dear following the 

^^ofthespoonmark«^ 

^^Eighties by the forger Martin 
aB of his expert work 
has now been eradicated. 

While fear of spoon forgeries 
lasted, other silver collectables such 
as tea caddies, wine labels and 
Vesta boxes increased steadity m 
price. Fine examples of each sell for 
around £2,000- An eagle s wing tea 
Sddy of 1830 that would have 
been worth fl,2QO-£l,5O0 two years 
ago sold for £3,800 at Phillips in 

January. 

By comparison, apostle spoons 
are two or three centuries older, at 
least as fascinating, and, until re- 
cently, less expensive. Their current 
rise in value can be interpreted as the 
mice vacuum artificially 


created by the forgeries. So drawers 


be over-optimistic. 

As for the current heavy specu- 
lation in bullion silver by the “Sage 
of Omaha", Wfenen Buffett - bullion 
prices have little or no effect on 
wrought silver prices. Even at £4 an 
ounce, silver content is only a tiny 
proportion of total value. But- it's 
comforting for collectors to know 
that someone is taking an interest. 

. Besides bidding at auction, con- 
rider visiting the country’s leading 
spoon dealers, JH Bourdon-Smith, 
where the author of the standard 
guides on spoons, Mr Kent, can be 
consulted. The firm makes a point 
of golfing nothing that it would not 
buy back. There is also a silver 
spoon collectors’ club. 

The next auction at Phillips, who are 
good on spoons . is 15 April, 12 noon. 

Two standard glides by Tim Kent, 
mailable from JH Bourdon-Smith, 24 
Mason’s Yard, Duke Street, London 
SW1Y6BU: “ London Silver Spoon 
Makers, 1500-1697" (published by the 
Silver Society) 1981, £8 +p&p£l in- 
land, £2 abroad. “Efesl Country Silver 
Spoons and Their Makers", 1550-1750 
(published by Bourdon-Smith), 1992, 
£35 + p&p £3 inland, £7 abroad. 

An annual subscription for the 
Spoon Collectors Chib costs £29.50 
and includes its bi-monthly journal 
The Fmiai. Contact Terry and Mary 
Haines, Glenleigh Park, Sticker, 
St Austell Cornwall PL26 7JD 


Bardaycard grants a new 
lifeline to students 


v 

The National Union of 
Students (NUS) has just 
clinched a deal giving its official 
seal of approval to Student 
Barclaycards, the junior version 
of the UK's first - and still its 
leading - credit card, in return 
for a donation of £1 a bead to 
the union's funds. The deal is 
worth a cool £220.000 a year to 
the national union and to local 
student unions. 

NUS national president 
Douglas Trainer insists that 
Student Barclaycards are oon- 
a sumer friendly because holders 
* are limited to £350 worth of 
credit and there is no real risk 
of financial ncnices being hired 
into a lifetime of debt No an- 
nual fees are charged for the 
cards and students who now 
take out a card will qualify for 
free gifts or cash bonuses. 

For many students, the 
Student Bardaycard is a lifeline. 
Only 32 per cent of the 1.7 mil- 
lion fufi-tim e students in the UK 
have a credit or debit card, but 
this is almost entirely due to the 
fact that a student living on a 
grant alone is unlikely to qualify 
for a conventional credit card 


from one of the existing credit 
card companies. 

The qualifications for a 
Student Bardaycard with its 
lower monthly spending limit 
are much easier to meet, and 45 
percent of the 550,000 full-time 
students who use plastic to eke 
out their poverty-stricken exis- 
tence have Student Barclaycards. 

This fine for students who 
stay in credit, because they can 
enjoy interest-free credit if they 
pay off their bills every month 
before the payment date. 

But, let’s face it, how many 
students can afford to pay 
their credit-card debts off in 
full each month when they only 
get their grants three times a 
year? On unpaid balances each 
month, new Student Bard ay- 
cardholders taking advantage of 
the absence of an annual fee will 
pay 1-515 per cent a month, 
equal to 19.7 per cent a year, 
and existing customers pay 1 .65 
percent a month, equal to 21.7 
per cent over a full year - and 
well ahead of the cheaper card 
companies like MBNA or RBS 
Advanta. 

Qiffbrd German 



LOOSE CHANGE 


Premier Select is offering 
readers a free calculation of 
their future pension benefits. It 
is available to readers with or 
considering a personal pension 
and indudes aD current and pre- 
vious pensions, state, company 
or personal. Call 0990 834834- 
Standard Life Bank has 


raised the interest paid on its 
deposit accounts to 6.96 per cent 
on balances up to £2.500 and 
12b percent on larger balances. 

Britannia is reducing the in- 
terest on its five-year fixed-rate 
mortgage offer to 5.99 per cent 
on up to 75 per cent of value, and 
639 per cent on up to 90 per cent. 


■fcfclOfficrl . 
U (Hamel . 
Dae of 



Boacode. 




An Equitable pension 
means you can vary 
contributions - 
without penalty. 


You know exactly what your drcumstauces are today and 
can choose a pension plan to suit them perfectly 

But what about tomorrow? Or next year? Or ten years 
from now? 

What you need is a pension plan which is flexible enough 
to cope with any changes in your lifestyle - without making you 
pay a penalty 

That is wby you should consider an Equitable personal 
pension plan. Vk don't pay commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business, and our expenses are kept 
enviably low. So, you don’t have to commit yourself to paying 
identical contributions each year; they can be increased or 
reduced to suit you - without penalty 

And if you want to retire earlier than planned, your benefits 
will be exactly the same as if you'd chosen that date in the first 
place. 

What’s more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the bands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the UJEL 

So, if you’d like further information, by post and by 
telephone, on a personal pension plan that lives up to its name, 
call (0990) 38 48 58 or return the coupon below: 

www.equitable.co.uk 

Bar your security your tele pho ne call msy be recorded 
InformsrkW'Kh'ke "rfl only be given on Eq nrrahlc jpoup products 
Regulated by ihe fttsonal lavement Authority 
IBE'Eqamai:UFE.REE70SEWR»SX8EEtAnEaoKBOCXINaUHSHBEHP21 7BB 

Life. FREEPOST VWira Sntrt. AJLESBUKi Bacfa HP21 7BR " 1 
1 wjaki irirwac drai an The Eqaafelei pernioc pl«a». I «a «£’ ecpfajca □ INP15B 

I m m eaqfcpx ntg ia i tcn ian y p rajo daa Q 

NAME (UrMnUiai 

ADDRESS 


The Equitable Life jj 

You profit from our principles ^ 



I call IT getting into the 
swing of retirement" 



Investment Trusts .ire tnc ideal wav m >; jvo f 


retirement. 


£250 per month in the average 
E'.dinburub Fund Mann cere In ve ament True 
wer the last 20 years re today worth f 325. 10 

W hat are- your plans for retirement? 

Call 0800 838 993 Now 


We call IT 

The Investment Trust 
Pension 

The Investment Trust Pension from Edinburgh 
Fund Managers is a low cost pension with 
unparalleled investment choice. 

Low charges mean more money is invested, 
which could make your pension bigger for the 
same outlay. 

■ No penalty for changing contributions 

■ No penalty for transferring money oat 
I No penalty for (hanging retirement date 

We don't restrict you to our investment trusts, and you 
can choose 36 trusts from 10 management groins. 

Outstanding performance 


10 YEARS' .15 YEARS 1 


Average Managed Pension 

£30,058 

£70,102 

Average Investment Trust 

£25255 

£71,677 

Average Edinburgh Fund Managers 
Investment Trust 

£34.689 

£72.756 


Edinburgh Fund Managers is one of the UK's 
leading Investment Trust managers. The group 
also provides an Investment Trust Savings 
Scheme, PEPs, Unit Trusts and Private Client 
Management. 

You can join The Investment Trust Pension 
whether you are employed, self-employed, in a 
company pension scheme or not. To find out 
more ask your Independent Financial Advis ee 
check our website www.edfd.com or call our 
Support Team FREE on 0800 838 993. 



Edinburgh 


FUND MANAGERS 


Edinburgh Fund Managers pic, Donaldson House, 97 Haymarker Terrace, Edinburgh EH 12 5HD. 
by IMRO and the Personal Investment Authority. Past performance is nor necessarily a guide to future performance. The value of 
myestmenis and the income from them may fall as well os rise and investors may get bade less than they originally invested. ’Source: Micronal 
mid to mid, net income reinvested as at 1.1.98. HPN2102 
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Free guide to 

Direct Pensions 
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■j For your free copy 

■Ring 0800 77 66 66 


Some assurance for US bulls 
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Direct Line Rates 


SAVINGS RATES 

MORTGAGE RATE 
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Direct Line Sttadanl VtarutWe Mortgage Rate 


VARIABLE RATE 


7.94% 


Direct Line Personal Loans 
AMOUNT OF LOAN ~ 

£3,000 ' r 
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SAVINGS 
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MORTGAGES 



0)81 680 9966 
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Source: Direct Line Financial Services. For farther information about 
the Direct Line products listed above, please phone the appropriate 
number quoting ref. TKDBB47 
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It is that time of the month 
when the Government starts 
throwing statistics at us so we 
can gauge the state of the 
economy. There axe those 
who consider we take our 
own temperature too often, 
but regular statistics do at 
least demonstrate a trend. 
And there are two worrying 
trends here in the UK at pre- 
sent rising wage settlements 
and consumer spending. 

In a way, we should not be 
too surprised over the trend 
in wage settlements. Even if 
the Government has not 
loosened the reigns since it 
took power, there is the per- 
ception that things have 
changed and years of difficult 
wage negotiating, in which 
employers have been backed 
by a parsimonious adminis- 
tration, have come to an end. 

Moreover, the economy 
is buoyanL With senior man- 
agers and company directors 
benefiting, why should work- 
ers not have a slice of this 
particular cake too? But it 
has worried enough of the 
Bank of England’s Monetary 
Policy Committee to ensure 
a split vote over bolding 
down interest rates. 

The funny thing is that in 
the US, where unemploy- 
ment is even lower than 
here, wage settlements re- 
main subdued. Perhaps the 
workers there are all too 
aware of the threat the 
wounded Asian tigers could 
present And interest rates 
continue to fail in America. 
Another threat could be 
over the horizon, though. Or 
is it an opportunity? 

The relative buoyancy of 
retail sales here is a recent 
phenomenon. Up until less 
than a year ago people were 
still reluctant to spend, de- 
spite a strong economy. Then 


came the windfalls, deliver- 
ing an estimated £30bn to 
Middle England, as building 
societies and life companies 
demutualised. 

In America, of course, 
everything is always bigger. 
So it is with personal finance. 
It seems the American life 
assurance industry is poised 
to restructure in a move 
that will deliver billions of 
dollars of shares to as wide 
a range of recipients as ben- 
efited in the UK. 

Prudential of America 
has already announced the 
intention to start the ball 
rolling. If listed in New York, 
Prudential is likely to-be the 
tenth-largest company, with 
a market capitalisation ex- 
tending into hundreds of 
billions of dollars. Makes 
even Halifax look small beer. 

And this could be only 
the be ginning . Metropolitan 
Life, the second-biggest life 
assurer - with assets above 
$170bn, is likely to follow 
suit Prospects look exciting. 

AU this will lake a couple 
of years but it heralds a re- 
structuring of the US life 
assurance industry every bit 
as dramatic as what hap- 
pened here. 

The wealth that it win 
thrust into the hands of 
Americans does not bear 
thinking about- It could trig- 
gpraspending boom. But then 
again, it should help support 
the stock market Given the 
way personal savings have 
boomed over the past decade 
in die US, this could add to 
the wealth locked away for 
the future. Maybe those long- 
term bulls of American 
shares have got it right 


Brian Tom is chairman of 
Grog Middleton Investment 
Strategy Committee. 
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It's a simple idea. Because our charges are incredibly 
low - from as little as 0.5%* - more of your money goes 
exactly where you want it, into your pension fund. 


You can stop, start, increase or decrease your 
contributions whenever you choose , without penalty. 

And if for any reason you're not completely satisfied 
within the first two years, we'll refund all the charges 
into your plan and transfer the value to another provider 
of your choice. 
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Get more out of life. 

Get more out of 

your investment 
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If you want to get more from your to all investments in our successful and 
investment, then Commercial Union' s Premier proven With Profits Fund. 

Investment Bond is sure to hold your interest. The minimum you can invest is £2,500 

Both now and in the future. gind the maximum is £250,000. The Premier 

For a limited period only, our Premier Investment Bond is a medium to Ion term 

Investment Bond guarantees 9% in the first investment So, invest now and you ra^ld get 

year. This offer is available until 6th gg more out of life in the future. Customers 

March 1998“ and applies COMMERCIAL UNION ■gad 1890 can apply. 

Life Assurance 

For more information contact your financial adviser, complete the couoan (lr 

0800 001 005 
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Lines are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a weekf 

Post to: Commercial Union, FREEPOST CV 1037, Stratford Upon Avon CV37 9BR. Please send • ~ — - 

Premier Investment Bond. me ^nnation pack on your 
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How to read between the lines of annual reports 


Investors often regard all 
company mail save their 

dividend cheques as junk. 

But studying a firm's 
annual report and 
accounts can pay off. 
John Andrew explains 
what to look out for. 

One joke doing the rounds of ihc ac- 
countancy profession in the early 
1970s was that a company had ex- 
plored cutting postage costs by send- 
ing the shareholders’ dividend 
cheques out with the annual report 
and accounts. Their research re- 
vealed chat most shareholders threw 
the report and accounts away unread 
and the cheques would be thrown 


away with them, and the project was 
abandoned. 

Since then companies have made 
peat efforts to improve the quality 
and readability of their messages lo 
^oarerho iile rs, and with good reason. 

Reports and accounts are vital in 
assessing the performance and 
financial position of a company in 
which you might have current or 
future interest." savs Gill Noil, chief 
executive of ProShare. 

Companies are obliged hy law to 
report regularly to shareholders. It 
« a means hy which those with a fi- 
nancial interest in the enterprise can 
judge how well or badly the business 
is doing. The main report and ac- 
counts are published annually fol- 
lowing the end of the company's 
financial year. 

They are considered an important 
communication as it is the main way 
tha L a company has of explaining its 
business to the outside world, so it 
is not surprising that roost companies 


nowadays take considerable time and 
effort in producing the document. 

Generally, they arc glossy pub- 
lications which contain photographs 
and colourful diagrams detailing the 
business's progress. Naturally they 
also contain reams of figures. How- 
ever, they typically began with nar- 
rative statements which provide a 
commentary on the business and fi- 
nancial performance of the 
company. 

The opening section is usually the 
chairman's statement, which gives an 
overall view of what has happened 
over the past year, as well as some 
comments cm the future prospects of 
the company. 

The next narrative statement is 
normally the chief executive's report. 
This provides a detailed commentary 
of the performance of each part of 
the enterprise as well as information 
affecting the company as a whole. In 
some reports this section is called the 
“operating and financial review". 


Normally, the directors’ report 
follows. This contains data which has 
to he disclosed by law. It includes 
details of any charitable or political 
donations the company may have 
made as well as giving the names of 
the directors and their personal 
shareholdings. 

Of course, the most important 
clement of the report and accounts 
is the financial information. If you 
find pages of figures daunting, follow 
GDI Notfs advice: "At least take time 
to read the chairman's and chief 
executive's statements, which will 
give you a feci for future prospects. 
Is it optimistic, or is there a note of 
caution there?” 

Although the financial informa- 
tion may look complicated, it is rel- 
atively easy to become familiar with 
the columns of figures. Ease your- 
self in by taking a look at the finan- 
cial summaiy. This gives the financial 
highlights for at least the past two and 
sometimes up us five years. It is there- 


fore possible - at a glance - to see 
the trend for profits as well as earn- 
ings, dividends and net asset value 
per share. 

The two key financial statements 
are the balance sheet and the profit 
and loss account. The balance sheet 

is a snapshot of the company’s situ- 
ation at the end of its trading year. 
It shows what the organisation owns 
— its assets — and what it owes — its 
liabilities. 

Most companies traded on the 
slock market control a number of 
subsidiary companies. They therefore 
prepare a consolidated balance sheet 
showing the assets and liabilities of 
all the businesses combined, as well 
as a balance sheet for the parent 
company. 

The profit and loss account 
shows hew much profit the company 
has made. It shows the turnover, 
which is the total sum of goods or 
services sold daring the trading 
year, and the company's expenses. 


If income exceeds costs the company 
has made an operating profit. ■ »* 
interest earned and paid then has to 
be taken into account to amveai 

profit (or loss) before tax. Tb^ 

company’s tax dues, the dividends 
paid to shareholders and the profits 
retained by the business will also 

Other information to k»k at is the 
cash flow statement This shows 
how much cash the company has 
generated from the business and 
other sources, such selling a large 
asseL U also shows how much cash 
has been spent over the year. 

Here are some points to look out 
for: 

■Cash Bow: It is vital that there is 
a strong cash flow as it demonstrates 
that the earnings are real and H. helps 
fund the company’s expansion. 

■ Turnover This is another key 

indicator. If turnover is up profits and 

ppypings per share should be too. 

■ Pre-tax profits: If a business is 


doing ««11 P™** nod turnover 
should show a rising trend. 

■Dividends: Many investors prefer 

"^nies which W.» 

Xn^dMdeod. Cotnpanng carets 

Sore ,o dividends per share over 
fpSd Will reveaj the company s 

diI1 rtS«2ntS to read the notes to 
the accounts as these ofteD have 
^Stafonnation tucked away. 
3E5 report and accounts are 
important, you must always re- 
member that their contents ^ his- 
toric. You must keep up to date 
through newspapers and magazines 
with companies’ news. 

•[production to Annual R^om& Ac- 
counts’ is a simple wttha step- 
bv-step approach to inierpretmg the 
information, it is P^ } ^ hed ^ 
ProShare at £ 4.95 including p&p- 
Orders to ProShare (UK) ^ 
Chambers. 13-14 BasinghaB Street, 
London EC2V 5BQ. 
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Check the cost of your investments 
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Two things can be said with cer- 
tainty about the current stale of 
the retail financial services busi- 
ness. One is that consumers are 
sensibly beginning to take a 
much greater interest in plan- 
ning their own financial welfare. 
The pensions selling scandal has 
brought home that nobody has 
an excuse any more for not 
taking greater care of then- 
own finances. The State is no 
longer offering to do the job, 
and the industry- lefrto its own 
devices - has failed dismally to 
demonstrate that it is in the 
business of putting consumer 
interests first at all times. 

The second thing that can be 
said is that there are also clear 
and positive signs of improve- 
ment. As consumers become 
more aware, and as past barri- 
ers to effective competition 
bave started to come down, 
there is no mistaking the pres- 
sure For reform which greater 
competition is creating in the 
design and selling of retail fi- 
nancial products. 

Both the insurance and 
banking sectors have under- 
gone sweeping changes in the 
last few yeans, many for the bet- 
ter, and specialist providers 
such as unit trust and invest- 
ment trust companies are also 
slowly starting to adapt to a 
more competitive environment. 

Disclosure is proving to be 
a key element in the process of 
empowering consumers. With- 
out dear and transparent in- 
formation about the nature and 
cost of different financial prod- 
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ucts, whether they are pensions, 
mortgages or unit trusts, the 
transition towards a genuinely 
service-oriented business will 
continue to drag. 

That is why the last govern- 
ment was right to insist on 
greater disdosure of informa- 
tion about product costs, it is 
now three years since the in- 
troduction of new statutory 
rules forcing insurance compa-: 
nies ter disclose the full costs of 
different life insurance and 
pensions plans. Nine months 
ago the same rules were applied 
to unit trusts, investment trusts 
and personal equity plans 
(PEPs). The Personal Invest- . 
ment Authority's latest annual 
reports on the effect of the dis- 
closure. rules throw some in- 
teresting light on the pace of 
change that has taken place. 

Anyone who can be both- 
ered to go to the library and ask 
for the reports will be able to 
see how his own policies or sav- 
ings schemes compare in cost 
with those of all the other main 
providers. Of course, cost is not 
the only issue in picking a 
savings provider some of the 
companies with the best per- 
formance crack records natu- 
rally try to extract a price for 
their superior investment per- 
formance. But what the figures 
do allow you to do is to see ex- 
actly how much additional re- 
turn you need to obtain from a 
higher cost savings scheme or 
pension to compensate for the 
extra amount you are paying 

A fund management com- 


pany with a particularly good 
track record as an active in- 
vestor may do better than an in- 
dex-tracking fund, lo take one 
obvious example, but if it costs, 
say, the equivalent of 1.5 per 
cent a year more each year (as 
some do), then the final sum 
you end up with may well be 
cancelled out in the higher 
costs. 

The overall story from the 
life and pensions business is one 
of steady, modesr progress. As 
the graphic shows, the overall 
proportions of a typical 10 or 25- 
year pension or endowment 
policy that are eaten ap in 
commission, charges and other 
costs has fallen over three years, 
although the rate of improve- 
ment slowed in 1997. 

The raDge of costs between 
the best and worst provider is 
still quite large: for a 20 year 
unit-linked pension, for exam- 
ple, it ranges from 0.8 per cent 
a year in lost return (Equitable 
Life, the cheapest) to three 
times that amount for the most 
expensive. 

It is probably no accident 
that one area where disdlosure 
is not yet required - which is in 
showing the effect that stopping 
premiums on a life insurance 
savings scheme has on maturity 
and transfer values - is also one 
where the impact of costs and 
charges has, on average, re- 
mained much higher. The PLA 
sensibly intends to extend its 
rules to this area from now on. 

Jnst as interesting are the 
comparisons between insurance 


company products and unit and 
investment trusts. For regular 
savings schemes, the surprise is 
how similar in cost unit trusts 
and insurance company prod- 
ucts seem to be, once you have 
allowed for the value of the life 
cover you tend to get with the 
latter. For lump sums, the av- 
erage unit trust scheme is ac- 
tually more expensive than the 
equivalent life product. 

On all types of savings 
' scheme, however, investment 
trusts are appreciably less ex- 
pensive than either of the other 
two. That is no doubt the price 
investment trusts have to pay for 
being more volatile and less easy 
to understand than unit trusts. 
But, in periods of high dis- 
counts, as now, they remain the 
vehicle of choice for the more 
sophisticated investor. 

Take note, however, that 
the range of costs in the unit 
trust and investment trust sec- 
tors is wider than it is in life in- 
surance - there are some very 
expensive trusts out there, even 
though the average cost may be 
lower. If the experience with life 
products is any guide, the effect 
of disclosure should be to nar- 
row the range. 

You only have to look at ex- 
perience in the United States - 
where mutual funds arc mate- 
rially cheaper on average than 
their equivalent here - to know 
that we have some way to go 
before we can declare that the 
consumer is yet king in this busi- 
ness. But 'at least we are mov- 
ing in the right direction. 
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Nicola Horlick 


Introducing a 
brand-new PEP 
with a familiar face 


The biggest PEP news of the year is the launch of 
the SocGen UK Growth PEP by a team which 
includes the country's best-known fund manager, 
Nicola Horlick. 

Nicola has assembled a team with considerable 
experience and proven ability, among them Peter 
Seabrook, who will manage the fund, using an 
active, stockpicking approach. They will aim to 
deliver index-beating performance for investors, 
whatever the market conditions. 

SocGen Asset Management is backed by 


To: SocGen Aim Management FREEPOST, NngstDn-Upon-Thames KTZ BBR. 
Ptmso send mn * copy of vow brochure rrinUngtothe SocGen UK Growth Unh 
That anif PR 


SociSte G6n6rale. a leading international bank 
which already manages over £50bn for investors 
worldwide. 

Investments made between 2nd and 17th 
March will qualify for a 2% discount on the initial 
charge. You can invest from £50 per month or with 
a minimum lump sum of £1,000. 

For more information on the SocGen UK 
Growth Unit Trust and PEP, talk to your financial 
adviser, return the coupon or call us free now on 
the number below, quoting reference 121/2. 

0800 887775 
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ASSET MANAGEMENT 

The shape of things to come 
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Pensions by phone 


You can pick up the phone and get pensions 
information or advice 

and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss. 

Calf Sam- 1 0 pm, 7 davs a week quoting ref: 288D91 7 

0345 6789 10 


or 


talk to vour Independent Financial Adviser. 



S COTTIS H WIDOWS 

Looking good for vour pension . 
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Don’t be shy of 
retiring* Boost your 
company pension now. 
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Shops and banks are wording against the dock to ensure tills don't reject credit 
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Barclays Bank, the first card 
issuer to start giving customers 

cards with a year 2000 expiry 

date, says the new cards are 
failing at the Tate of one a day. 

The problem arises when 
retailer systems fail to recognise 
the cards as valid. Like other 
computer systems, they were 
or igin ally programmed to read 
only the final two digits of any 
given year, and crash when 

confr onted with a rea din g of 

"(XT. 

Visa and Mastercard’s em- 
bargo on producing cards ex- 
piring in the year 2000 ended on 

i 1 October last year. Barclays 
started producing 00 cards im- 
mediately, and now has over 1 

million in use. The bank has so 

for had about 350 complaints 
from cardholders who have had 
their 00 cards rejected in shops 
and other outlets round the 
world, including 30 complaints 
in January. 

Most other card issuers are 
also distributing 00 cards now, 
although none started as soon 
as Barclays. About four in 10 of 
the Barclays complaints arose 
in October. “Systems are be- 
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But American Express is 
refusing to start producing its 

own 00 cardsyet because it fears 

retail outlets worldwide will 
not be ready to accept them. 
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A PEP that’s not 

just concerned 

with making v our 
money grow 


With our new UK Ethical PEP, your 
money will be invested in companies 
seen to be making a positive 
contribution to society and not in 
those viewed as having a harmful 
effect on live world. You also stand 
to benefit from amongst the lowest 
charges around and the expertise 
of a fund management team with 
a record of success in the UK equity 
market And whether you want to 
Invest a lump sum or start a regular 

savings plan, you'U receive a 1% 

discount if you apply now. So why 


Don’t bank on the Net, yet 

ROBIN amlOt 

INTERNET 
INV ESTOR 




By and large I have steered 
clear of getting into the 
technicalities of computer- 
modems, software and the 
paraphernalia which is in- 
volved in surfing the net for 
several reasons, not least be- 
cause this is not a column 
about computers and I am by 
no means an expert on such 

matters. . 

Like most people 1 switch 
the kit on and expect it all to 
work as it should. Thus to be 
confronted by the following 
message was dispiriting. 
“Netscape’s network connec- 
tion was refused by the server. 
The server may not be ac- 
cepting connections or may be 
busy. ’Try connecting again 

This is software-speak for 
“The number you have called 
does not know that you are 
waiting, nor does it care* try 
again some time and have a 

mC S^ what? Well- 1 f,od it a 
matter of some concern to be 
confronted by such a message 
while investigating the options 
available for banking on the 
internet. It makes a mockery of 
the advantages one would re- 
hearse for being able to bank 
via one’s own computer in 
one’s own time. It would be like 
turning up to the bank to pay 
money in or cash a cheque to 
see a notice on the door say- 
ing: “We’re closed but we’ll be 
open some time later. Come 
back then.” 

In fad, il happened to me 
last Sunday night, when one 


might reasonably assume that 
the website in question would 
not be overly busy. In fairness, 

I should also report when I 
tried again the following morn- 
ing I had no difficulty in get- 
ting on to the site. But that is 
not the point 

For web banking to take off 
it has got to be available to the 
customer and the potential 
customer when he, she, you or 
1 want iL Not when il suits the 
bank to offer it. 

If the reason I could not get 

on to the site was because it was 

too busy then the bank in 
question needs to expand its fa- 
cilities. If the reason was be- 
cause of some kind of 
computer failure then they 
need to improve the back-up 
systems. The institution in 
question? It was Royal Bank of 
Scotland’s website. 

Admittedly, electronic di- 
rect banking is in its infancy, at 
least in the UK. The first bank 
to offer online services was 
American. Wells Fargo Bank 
launched its online services in 
1989 and internet banking in 
May 1995. It now has around 
200,000 online accounts. 

For financial institutions 
facing increasing competition 
from the likes of supermarket 
banking it is a logical step to 
become a “Martini” business - 
anytime, anyplace, anywhere. 

It was only in June last 
year that the Royal Bank of 
Scotland's internet banking 
service went live, becoming 
the second big UK financial 
institution to offer banking on 


the web. beaten by two months 
by the Nationwide Building So- 
ciety, which launched its online 
service in May 1997. 

So far, these two remain the 
only web-based accounts on 
offer from large British finan- 
cial institutions. However, the 

other banks are not far behind. 
Several offer PC banking via 
their own “intranet" opera- 
tions, while TSB runs an online 
service through the service 
provider CompuServe which 
Lloyds is building on to estab- 
lish internet banking. 

By January 1998, after six 
months in operation. Royal 
Bank of Scotland’s service 
“direct banking by PC” had 
10.000 customers. The bank 
bad originally planned for the 
service to be free for each 
customer’s first ■ six months, 
after which a charge of £1-50 
per mouth was to be made. 
However, the charge has now 
been withdrawn and the service 
is fee-free. 

Nationwide Building Soci- 
ety’s recently redesigned On- 
line Banking site was always 
designed to be fee-free and al- 
lows you to run a FlexAccount 
and access CashBuilder card 
and LnveslDirect accounts on- 
line. I will be returning to the 
subject of just how these ac- 
counts operate and what you 
can and cannot do banking on- 
line in the future. 




/ 


Nationwide Building Society: 
www.nationwide.co.uk 
Royal Bank of Scotland: 

www.rb5.co.uk 


SPOTLIGHT ON : CREDIT SUISSE MANAGE D PENSION 

The product: The Credit Suisse 
Managed Pension Portfolio. 

The deal: Invest over £100,000 
and Credit Suisse will tailor, at 
the investor's behest, a persona- 
lised investment strategy for the 
pension fund. The product, a 
self-invested personal pension, 
is particularly aimed at those 
who want to put off buying an 

annuity while drawing some in- 
come from their fund, a facility 
known as “income drawdown”. 

Plus points: Charges are clean, 
transparent and reasonable: just 
a 1 per cent annual charge, re- 
ducing to 0.45 per cent on larger 
amounts. The only other fee is 
whatever the financial adviser 


wants for arranging it. Unusu- 
ally, there are no extra charges 
for using income drawdown. 

Winterthur Life is the biggest 
and most experienced provider 
of self-invested pensions on the 
market This pension, one of the 
first fruits of the merger of Win- 
terthur and Credit Suisse, allows 
unusual access to the Swiss bank, 
that favourite of the super-rich. 

To use drawdown without 
losing money, high returns are 
required. This product allows 
investors at least a fighting 
chance of achieving them. 
Drawbacks and risks: Hie 
product has a high minimum, so 
the chance to use a tailored 


investment strategy is only for 
those with big savings. Nick 
Bamford, an expert from Infor- 
med Choice, the specialist pen- 
sions adviser, points out that it 
cannot be used to start up a pen- 
sion fund from scratch. 

If investors do use income 
drawdown, there is still a sub- 
stantial risk of losing money. 
Credit Suisse will have to keep 
up its good record of perfor- 
mance to make it worthwhile . 
If they don’t, they can always be 
ditched. 

Verdict A valuable opportunity 
to tap the expertise of Credit 
Suisse (but only for some of us). 
Marks out of five: Four. 
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A no-shareholder pension? The benefits are 
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A Wse choice of personal 

pension can make a big 
difference to your income 
in retirement and a 
mutual company may well 
offer the best deal, writes 
James Moore. 

ftfc Looking to buy a personal pension? It is 
probably the most import SL^S 
commitment you can make - apan froma 
mortgage. 

And, just as with mortgages, suaeests 
^ tei cecoltected by .he 
Personal Investment Authority (PL\1 

people get a better deal with mutual finns.’ 

Mumals have no shareholders, so have 

no need to pay dividends to them. Build- 
ing societies are owned by their savere and 
borrowers; mutual insurers belong to their 
policyholders. 

The theory is that, because they have no 
shareholders, mutual insurers should pay 
out more to policy-holders than their 
equivalent, shareholder-owned proprietary 
companies when a pension policy matured 

Wfaen toe PIA looked at the perform- 
ance of personal pensions sold by mutual 
and proprietary companies, it found that 
on average, this was true. 



Proof P 0 ®**”® 1 *n theory, mutuals, without shareholders to pay profits to, should pay out more to pension policyholders. In practice, recent figures from the City’s watchdog show they do 

linked. . , 

mutuals Out-perform proprietaries, pro- 


With-profits policies are the traditional 
method of sharing out investment profits, 
with a bonus added to the basic benefits 

of the polity every year. Some money is held 

oveT in good years to pay out in bad years, 
winch smoothes out stock market ups and 
dawns. 

PIA figures show that the average 
estimated value of a 25-year pension plan 
into which £60 per month had been paid 


is £50*228 for the 10 mutuals surveyed. The 
18 proprietaries managed just £48,129 - 4.4 
per cent less. 

The figures are based on the PIA’s as- 
sumption of 9 per cent growth each year. 
The difference comes in the charges levied 
by the companies. 

Unit-linked policies are more variable 
and directly reflect the value of a pool of 
investments. Again, however, the figures, 
based on the same assumptions, show 


ret 


MUTUAL VS PROPRIETARY 

Average illustrative maturity value 

Properly 

Mutual 

Unit Linked 

£48,629 

£49,562 

With Profits 

£48,129 

£50^28 

Maximum Illustrative Maturity Value 

Unit Linked 

£52,200 

£57,100 

With Profits 

£52,200 

£57,100 

Minimum Htastrative Maturity Value 

Unit Linked 

£43,400 

£46,700 

With Profits ■ 

£43,400 

£46,700 


*25 year personal pension plan, £60 per month premium. 

Source: PIA Life Assurance Disclosure : Three Years on 


viding an average payout of 1.9 per cent 
higher, with £49,562 compared with 
£48,629. 

The PIA bluntly puts mutuals* unit- 
linked policies’ better performance down 
to “either a higher expected degree of 
efficiency, or lower profit margins". 

Unsurprisingly, the PIA’s research has 
not been well received by the proprietary 
companies. John Bowman, a director at 
Commercial Union Life, points out that die 
competitive personal pension market 
pushes down charges and improves mar- 
gins for investors. 

“It is wrong to say that just because you 
are a mutual you will do better ... and it 
is an over-simplification to look at mutuals 
and proprietaries like this. You have to look 
at companies on a case by case basis. We 
expect to compete with ary mutual.** 

Norwich Union demutualised last year. 
Philip Scott, the group director of life and 
pensions, says: “Our fund is a mutual fund 
within Norwich Union, so there is no pay- 
out to shareholders from it We make the 
money from charges. They don’t all work 
like that. You have to look at individual 
companies." 


But the mutuals say the figures confirm 
they are doing better. They may also make 
policyholders in mutual companies pause 
for thought before voting to convert in the 
hope of a payout, should the option be of- 
fered, as happened in the case of Nation- 
wide Building Society when a proposal to 
demutualise put by rebel members was 
voted down. 

“Proprietary companies have to pay part 
of their with-profits funds to shareholders. 
If mutuals are efficient and well run they 
should outperform them. We have no 
plans to list because we don’t need to,” says 
Tbm King, group director at Standard Life. 

But he does warn against automatically 
assuming that mutuals wiO be better: “It 
is not enough to be mutual. You have to 
be a well-run mutual company that has the 
capitalisation to invest in shares.” 

Nigel Webb, a senior manager at 
Equitable Life, which performed better than 
any other company in the PIAs survey, says: 
“We believe strongly that the benefits of a 
well-run mutual are very significant. 

“If mutuals do run their business for the 
benefits of their members and focus on dial, 
they have a very strong message to tell.” 

Whether mutual insurers will manage 


to remain mutual, and provide the type of 
benefits of which the PIA found evidence, 
r emains to be seen. 

like football chairmen saying they 
have every confidence in managers before 
sacking mutuals tend to insist that 
they are happy with their status until they 
announce their intention to convert 

Some believe that whatever they say, 
when the global insurance market be- 
comes a reality and competition hots up, 
mutuals will have to convert to release the 
capital they need in order to compete and 
expand. 

Charles Thompson, Scottish Widows’ 
operations and appointed actuary, says: 
“There is quite a lot of evidence that 
suggests that mutuals have outperformed 
proprietaries. Scottish Widows has no 
plans to convert. 

“But, as a personal view, whether 
mutuals will be able to stay mutual in a 
global market place - that remains to be 
seen” 

Points for choosing a pension 
Do 

J| Shop around. Compare the projected 
maturity values of different companies. 


They, or an independent financial adviser, 
should be able to provide you with these. 
Look at their record - this does not guar- 
antee future performance, but a good 
record long term is a reasonable incficator. 

■ Thke out a waiver of premium cover. This 
will pay your premiums if you are unable 
to work for a period of time, and is rela- 
tively inexpensive. 

■ Pick a plan that suits your needs. If you 
feel your employment is relatively, stable 
it may be better to choose a plan that has 
less flexibility but which will pay out more 
when you retire. If not, choose a pla n that 
allows yon to suspend premiums without 
penalties. 

Don’t 

■ Go straight to your bank or building 
society, or a company you have used 
before for other products. 

■ Necessarily go for the cheapest option. 
You may lose out on performance. Look 
for a good all-round package. 

■ Thke out a personal pension if you are 
in an occupational scheme. If you wish to 
increase your contributions, take out an 
additional voluntary contribution plan or 
use another -savings vehicle. 
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UK TRACKER PEP 


16 . 2 %*p.a. growth from the 

UK’s top 100 companies. 

Tax-free. 



Low cost PEP with excellent first anniversary 
performance - 24.6% growth 1 . 

• 

Aims to track the capital performance of the 
Financial Times Stock Exchange 100 Index. 

• . 

The Index currently includes such well-known 
names as BP, Marks & Spencer arid BT. 

• 

Invest a lump sum from just £1,000. 

• 

Call now, or post the coupon for more details. 

Call now on 

0845 845 4000 

for further information 

and quote reference number 315DFI 

SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


ktued by Scottish Widows Investment Management Limited 



ISA 

FAiENDiy 

PEP 


"‘"“““"me MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCOTTISH WIDOWS UK TRACKER PEP 

plMse retum -: SSi cu*™ services Department. FREEPOST EH2920. 18 Barnard Street. Edinburgh EH6 8PP. 

, Tel e Phone. {WO rto (Hant) 

Surname f^r/Mrs/Mi^s/Ms) — — 


First Nameis) 
Address 


Date of Birth 


Male □ Female □ 
Open to UK reddens only, aged over 18 and resident lr the UK for tax 
purposes. 

Wb will never nuke your name and address available to other organ nations. 
However, we wta occasionally tell you about our other products and services 
which we believe wW be of interest to you. tf you would prefer not to receive 
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The Corporate Bond PEP 


Legal Sc General’s low costs provides 
better value and reduces risk 

Legal & General have led the way 
in providing low cost, high performance 
PEPs to our customers. 
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Over the years, our determinaton to 
provide outstanding value for money 
has meant that today, Legal St General 
Investment Management has in excess of 
£54 billion under management 

Now, we are delighted to introduce 
the latest improvement to out PEP 
range - Legal & General’s Corporate 
Bond PEP. 

Once again, we've . 
delivered unbeatable value, i 
providing the lowest cost 
diversified Corporate Bond PEP on 
the market with annual management 
charges of only 0.596, with no initial or 
withdrawal foe. 

So, for a regular, high tax-free 
Income cm your savings find out more 
about Britain’s best value Income PEP 
today. Just complete and return the 
coupon, call 0500 11 66 22 now or visit 
our website at www.LandG.com 


The low cost 
high income PEP 




Legal & General 
Corporate Bond PEP 
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0 . 5 % 


7 . 1 % 
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Und o nl more now - phone free 0300 11 66 22 
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Where’s the truth? When does factual melt into 
apoctyphal? Follow a filthy taxi as it labours 
up a hill, and you’ll be thankful for your car 
heater’s air recirculation control, if it has one. 
If it doesn’t, you'll hate diesels even more. You’ll 
think of them as slow, smelly, noisy thing* their 
owners selfish creatures concerned only with 
saving money, and blow the rest of us. 

Even some quite new diesels, cars that are 
pleasant to drive and engender an almost evan- 
gelical applied logic among their owners, can 
prove surprisingly stinky to those stuck behind 
them in traffic. But there is hope for the diesel’s 
social rehabilitation -or maybe just habQilation 
— so that it can take its place on equal terms 
with today’s squeaky-clean petrol engines. 

* ? The current buzz-phrase is “common-rail 
direct injection”, which refers to the way the 
fuel is supplied to and squirted into the engine 
with a precision hitherto unknown when such 
high injection pressures are involved. It's 
claimed to make diesels cleaner, quieter, more 
responsive, more petrol-engine-like and yet 
more economical. The Fiat Group is the first 
to put such an engine into production - so far, 
in a version of the new Alfa 156 that isn’t com- 
ing to the UK; the Feugeot-GtroCn Group fol- 
lows later in the year. Others aren’t far behind. 

In the meantime, try this. The Audi A6 you 
see here has the most advanced diesel engine 
you can buy in Britain. It’s a V6, for a start, 
which is currently unique among diesels. It has 
four valves per cylinder like a good modem 
petrol engine; it has direct injection and elec- 
tronic management (to overcome a direct in- 
jection engine's usual percussive racket), and 


Road test: John Simister drives the Audi A6 2.5 TF1 

"cackle”. Drive off, let it warm up; soon you’ll 


delivers a hefty 150bhp from its Z5 litres. That’s 
only 15bhp down from the 2.4-litre petrol V6 
also offered in the A6 range, and at 2291b ft 
its pulling ability exceeds even that of the grand- 
est A6’s 2- 8- litre petrol engine. It has catalyt- 
ic converter; it smells and smokes hardly at all; 
all it lacks, for now, is this common-rail stuff. 

Audi doesn't label this car a V6 on its tail, 
merely a 25 TDI, as it did the old-shape A6 
with its five-cylinder engine. This modesty is 
excessive, because the engine delivers a whole 
new experience. Start it up, and it sounds at 
first like a miniaturised luxury coach: deep and 
six-cylindered, but still with an overlay of diesel 


be aware merely of a distant V6 bum, deeper 
than in a petrol engine but still a creamy voice. 

And that’s the point. This diesel, unlike most, 

has a voice, a sound lhaL connects with the 
brain’s pleasure centres in a way a good petrol 
engine can. That, and the way the engine blips 
readily up to speed, together make this the most 
undiesel~like diesel I have ever tried. 

It does all the usual turbo-diesel things -pulls 
vigorously from low speeds, uses amazingly little 
fuel, encourages a low-revs, low-stress approach 
to driving -yet it also spins smoothly and speeds 
to petrol-like velocities. like most diesels its us- 


able engine-speed range Is relatively narrow, but 
the monstrous torque makes possible very long- 
legged gear ratios. And there are sir of them. 

If all diesels could be as sweet and effortless 
as this, 1 could be a convert. One day they prob- 
ably will be. For now, it’s a good reason to buy 
an Audi A6, along with the faturistically sculp- 
tural good looks, the comfort, tbc inviting inte- 
rior and the feeling of high-quality permanence. 
It’s not perfect -the steering is too light at speed, 
the doors spring too violently into (heir hdd-open 
portions, the photochromic anti-dazzle rear-view 
mirror wipes out the detail ofwhat’s behind you 
at night - but it's thoroughly desirable. Here’s 
a diesel with all the advantages and. apparent- 
ly, without the sna^, wrapped up in the best big 
saloon yon can currently buy. 



Specifications 

Prices: 06320, or £28,284 far 

SE version. 

Engine: 2,496 cc V6, 24 valves, 
direct-injection turbo-diesel, 
L50bhp at 4,000rpm. 
Transmission: five-speed 
gearbox, front-wheel drive. 
Performance: top speed l3Smph, 
0-60 in 9_5sec, 36-41 mpg 
Rivals 

BMW 525tds: £26,200. Slightly 
slower and thirstier than Audi, 
sounds smooth but tacks AudTs 
eagerness. 

Citroen XM ISTD Exclusive: 


£28355. Only four cylinders but 
colossal pulling power. En^gingly 
odd. 

Mercedes-Benz E300D 
Classic £28,040. Base-trim 
version of desirable diesel Benz, 
not so fast but will last far ever. 
WuxfnJI Omega 2iTD Hite: 
£27,495.. Plushest and priciest of 
BMW diesel-powered Omegas. 

A BMW is better. 

Volvo S7D TDI CD: £27,775. 
Grandest diesel STD, uses old but 
tuneful Audi five-cylinder. 
Pleasant, but lacks German build 
quality. 
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Just as in the Eighties 
nobody admitted to voting 
Tory but everybody did, so 
we are now equally 
hypocritical about our cars. 
Most of us would love to use 
public transport, if only it 
were better/ cheaper/ 

■ cleane r/ safer/not used by 
smelly psychotics/ not 
manage d by Richard 
Branson. Until such time, 
well stick with our care, 
thank you. 

A new survey done by 
Lex, the leasing company, 
highlights what a 
dising enuous bunch we are. 
Forty-five per cent of 
motorists said they’ d love to 
use their care less, if only 
public transport were better 
-up from 23 per cent in 
1988. And yet, even if 
congestion got twice as bad, 
only 7 per cent of 
commuters said that if push 
wm e to shove they* d switch 
to public transport. For 
school runners and 
shoppers, the figure is even 
lower (4 and 5 per cent 
respectively). Yet these very 
same people demand better 
public transport, presumably 
so that other drivers can 
use it 

Personally, Pm sot in the 
least surprised by drivers’ 
reluctance to “go public” 
but 1 am somewhat 
perplexed at the reasons 
why they want to stay dear 
of rail and Routemasters. 
One reason, apparently, is 
that most drivers surveyed 
actually enjoyed “chore” 
journeys. Sixty-six percent 
of the 1387 motorists 
interviewed said they liked 
driving to work, and six out 
of ten drivers said they 
enjoyed school runs. If 
that’s true, then there is 
surelyno hope of prising 
people out of their care. 

Within a fortnight of that 
Lex survey, another one 
landed on my desk (bow do 
these people ever have time 
to run a business?). This 


one, however, proved rather 

more instructive. Whereas 

the great British motorists 

views on motoring are 
inevitably skewed by social 
mores and the need to say 

the right thing”f you ant 

get away from plain fects 

and figures. And the Lex 
Vehide Leasing Reliability 
gmvey is a straight 
mechanical reliability report 
on the 88,048 vehicles in that 

company’s vast fleet. 

It could well be the most 

representative reliability 
savvey of them all because, 
unlike the Which? and Top 
Gear JD Power surveys, 
forms are not filled out by 
moaning Minnies who self- 
select themselves to air 
their grievances. Equally, 
ir ninre the JD Power survey, 
dealer support cannot twist 
the results: it’s just down to 
the car, in this case all L-to- 
R-regis (ration vehicles. 

There are a number of 
big surprises. Fast, rare are 
getting less reliable, just as 
manufacturers try to pretend 
otherwise. You now have a 
one-in-fbur chance of 
getting stranded during the 
year. Last year, you had a 
one-in-five chaoce. 

Japanese care built in 
Britain are much less 
reliable than Japanese care 
built in Japan. This makes 
common sense to you or me, 
but it’s certainly not wbat 
Nissan and Tbyota have been 
propagating. Also, the 
second most reliable make 
of car in use in Britain is a 
Jaguar. I personally find this 
amazing, not least because a 
couple of years ago Jaguars 
were about as trustworthy as 
Bill Clinton’s marriage vow. 
They are now more than 
four times as reliable as 
Fords, whose “best practice" 
reliability standards Jaguar 
has allegedly been copying. 

The most reliable make 
of car is Mitsubishi, which is 
about the only Japanese 
maker who hasn't set up 
shop in Britain. Surely this 
is no coincidence. Citroen is 
the maker of the least 
reliable vehicles on British 
roads (although my father- 
in-law’s five-year-old ZX 
has never let him down), 
followed by Alfa Romeo 
(no surprise). Third worst 
maker is Rover, whose 
alleged and much hyped 
reliability renaissance - first 
under Honda’s guidance, 
now BMW’s - has proved to 
be about as believable as 
the great British public’s 

vimiK r»n rrivinrr iin 




Burning the daylight oil 


Thinking of buying a diesel? 
Use your calculator first, 
says Roger Beil, after a 
year with an oil burner 


Are you doing your bit for the ozone layer? 
Join the dob. I took the eco-friendly 
. plunge a year ago. Goodbye Alfa Romeo, 
— hello Peugeot 306D Turbo. I even per- 
suaded myself I'd be better off. I already 
admired the 306, with its suspension that 
absorbs bumps as weQ as it handles corners. 
Gripes? Mine leaks (an inch of water in the 
footweU isn’t funny). Otherwise, no serious 
complaints, so let’s talk dieseL . 

The bad news is that most cfiesels cost 
more than comparable petrols, and many 
still need frequent oW filter changes - every 
6,000 miles for the Peugeot - which adds 
to the costs. The good news is that diesels 
like the 306 should hold their value better 
than petrol siblings. 

You’re on safer ground comparing fuel 
consumption. My 306 averages 47 mpg. 


which squares with the official Euromix of 
463. The comparable petrol 1.6 gives only 
363 mpg, bnt as derv is no cheaper than 
unleaded, the savings are modest 

What may trigger another diesel boom 
is the in trod action of advanced direct- 
injection diesels. The latest car to get DI 
is Renault’s M6gane. Parsimony gives 
diesels a range advantage: some will exceed 
800 miles on a tankful. 

All the majors are working on DI to im- 
prove economy, emissions and perfor- 
mance. But the usual, horsepower-based 
performance yardsticks - 0-60mph and top 
speed - are poor guides to a diesel's 
verve. Seat’s 58mpg Ibiza TDi will accel- 
erate from 50 to 70 mph in top foster than 
an Aston Martin Vantage in the same gear. 
So will Rover’s cracking 220 SDi. My 306 
also impresses with mid-range zap. What 
offends me is the filthy Hack smoke it belch- 
es when I put my fool down. 

Diesels are good on some emissions, eg 
CCfc, because they bum less fuel. But dat- 
ed or badly tuned ones can be very dirty. 
On all-round merit, VW sets the standard 
for Peugeot’s coming direct-injection mo- 
tors. The new Golfs catalyst-cleaned 1 10 
bhp 1.9 Turbo gives out no smoke, no diesel 


smeD and virtually no CO or HC emissions. 
Yet it does 120 mph and 57.6 mpg. Beat 
that 

Although most diesels suffer from cold- 
start clatter, the good ones sound no 
worae than discreetly gruff when underway, 
and mine is happiest on a motorway. 

I do occasionally rue the switch to dieseL 
Then I’ll do a long run, and Tm at peace 
with the decision. Tempted? First do your 
sums. If low all-in costs are a priority, con- 
sider this: Parker’s price guide says the eight 
cheapest cars to run over a three-year/ 
30,000-mile period all run on petrol Suzu- 
Jd’s Alto beads the list 

Diesel pros ... 

More economical than petroL Extends 
range between fill-ups. No ignition system 
to go wrong. Good ones hold value well. 
Good acceleration from turbos. Unfussy 
motorway cruising. CO: reduced. 

... and cons 

More expensive to buy. Need servicing more 
often. Non-turbos sluggish. Fuel messy and 
smelly. Rough, dattery idling. Less re- 
finement than petroL Sooty exhaust. Down- 
market image. 


MY WORST CAR: AINSLEY HARRIOT’S BMW 51 8 


Somehow I expected a lot more from a 
BMW, but then, this one was hardly 
brand new. It also bad left-hand drive, 

so maybe I was asking for trouble. I 

know the 518 wasn’t the best BMW 
ever built, but this Y-registered one 
only seemed to run for a day or so 
before needing a repair. Luckily - or 
unluckily - 1 had a mechanic friend m 
Brixton who said be knew all about 
BMWs and could sort it out The thing 
was though, every little job seemed to 
cost at least £70. Td look through the 
bill and it was things like a washer at £5 
which bumped the cost up. I calculated 
that within six months Fd spent more 
than the purchase price of the car 
purely on repairs. 

By for the most embarrassing 
incident involved me and a girlfriend 
starring to get amorous - the driver’s 
seat broke, which ended any further 
developments. For a while, a black 

plastic bin-liner fuU of old clothes 

behind the seat kept it propped up. Ot 



course, the cost of a brand-new 
replacement was more than the car was 
worth, so I ended up getting a second- 
hand one from a scrapyard. 

Which is, now I come to think of it, 
where I should have left the BMW. 

My theory is that it must have been 
involved in a lot of accidents before I 


got hold of it Everything rattled, and 
the engine behaved like an old 
washing-machine banging about on an 
uneven floor. The sills leaked in 
water, fitting a suppressor for a radio 
only seemed to cause more 
interference, and at least once a week 
it refused to start. I kept saying to 
myself, this is a BMW, so it must be 
OK. 1 dearly wanted to be cool, but 
that was difficult with steam billowing 
from the bonnet 

That BMW was a pig of a car. I 
part-exchanged it for a Fiat Miration, 
and I must be the first driver in history 
to say they preferred an old Flat to a 
BMW. The whole experience has put 
me off BMWs for life. That’s why I 
drive a Mmcedes. 

Ainsley Harriot’s new book * Meals in 
Minutes’ (BBC Worldwide, £14.99) 
accompanies his seven- part series on 
BBCZ He was speaking to James 
RupperL 


MOTORING 


Citroen 


Xantia 

2.1TD5X 

Estate 

mjuUus Marik. -K feg. • saa 
Bites. U hfeMty it arxSUonlng, 
2.1 toe Turin Diesel En*m- Quite 
superb estate or. A joy to Awe. 
■fcn yean Hrirmrt vmrtf 
Exreflenf A £1-4,995 
01442 871234 Main Dealer 


XAffllAW EXCLUSIVE 

Crimson Red nr (tea, 

5300 mtos. FUtHNay 
Electric Surooot Ak Con, 
Black Leather Trim. CD Player 
3 litre VS. 194bhp Engine. 
Atao-reacdve Geertaa. Citroen 
at te best. Veiy good biy at 

£16.995 

01442 871234 Mmi Dealer 


Registration Numbers 




ABA 8(7 1,660 

78 ALE 2JS0D 
827 BAR 1,800 
889 BAR 1300 
20BEA 1800 
870 BH 1.400 
82 BOB 4,200 
50 CUU ZB 00 
COE 947V 325 
M2CTU 500 
DA 9778 1,600 
944 DBC 1330 
DBA 349 1,800 
01X681 600 

529 DUD 2300 
DS72DZ 1,400 
DS8B 11,000 
5347DMT 2,000 


•SV HILL :R'-v 


J 4 FCA 1,000 
BSFCA 1JJ0O 
RSFCA UOOO 
rac 87i imo 

4/7 FG lflOO 

res 387 1,100 
FK6304 1,300 
FPWE72 700 
08-59 2300 

600QJH 38® 
QSB55Y 600 
H4RLD 1800 
HAZB 28® 
Hi. 1988 IjOQO 
HB.B5B 1,000 
HO 9051 800 

M RAT 500 
JEC69SX 400 


JB 13 

JL94 

KDl 353 

03XP 

LAZ4D 

LESaaax 

9ML6 
UK 286 
IN 8705 
LNJtt 
EUA 
U3N8A 
MJNBOE 
MMX 
NN 44® 
NS 5364 
OR 380 
PCM 488 


1.800 

zsoo 

900 

POA 

1JS0O 

1,000 

1,700 

1.000 

1800 

800 

8800 

800 

1800 

BOO 

W00 

2800 

1800 

1800 


PB30 

UPJF 

PMU222 
7PW 
HAP40X 
FC5 
RB750 
HON 856 
SAD SB 
SCPB6S 


749 90 

STOSS 
TAH53 
TER 27 
(3 USA 
VS? 558 


1800 

8800 

1800 

10800 

BOO 

15800 

BOO 

aura 

1800 

1,700 

5800 

1800 

38® 

POA 

2800 

2800 

1800 


DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION HARKS 
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NE: 01257 48230 


Another good reason 
to try the Personals? 



( rf YoV mewvamX Wqffii 
. for someone spc&4frc,-t- r 
) answer TgyoerMen 
) am J. MtKMfnra terrific, 
c be*rH<Vjt woman 1 «e W*r 
mc.1- before tn mfrao ‘ 

! tr>5f+dow>o 

and hove 
dinner* with 
rae.T+n- 
CtnSauer « 




Introducing The Independent Voice Personals*- an exciting new 
telephaie dating service for our readers, designed to make your search 
for someone special easier and more successful than ever! 

To place your awn FREE personal ad, caB 

0800 216318 

...EVEN THE CALL IS FREE 

for FRff five asHfcns font a %kb Amende cal 

\m . THE INDEPENDENT 

Voice personals 

Vein Aemono6r appears m Tha bvJspenderrf each Saturday fn The Eytt and in 
nwtndapeodenton Sunday in he Rad life lotion. 


Registration Numbers 


VEHICLE 

REGISTRATIONS 

WANTED 

My registration mart is 


If on a Retention Document, please give: 
Expiry date. 


• If on a vehicle, please give: 

MOT expiry date 

TAX expiry date 


My name and address is 


Send to: 

MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE 
CHORLEY PR6 9NE 

We wfD send you a written quote within 2/3 day 


( fteugeot | Jf 


MStfjGes 


lfco»v oost rgqiWut re, aged 


SAAB 



tn East AngHa 
Larges selection d Saab 
Approved and older classic 

used Saab cant 


Cambridge 

Tat PI 223 236373 


Voice personals 
now appear in 
THE EYE on a 

Saturday and also 
every Sunday in the 
Real Life section. 
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AT HOM E: CLOCKS 


Time flies when 
you have to be 
in three places 
at once 


Here's a hands-on « 
approach to time- 
keeping, 

Rosalind Russell 

says, with designs in 
minute detail. 

Some people need three clocks 
to tell the time simultaneously 
in London, New York and Syd- 
ney. either because they are so 
busy and important, or because 
they're too lazy to work out the 
time difference. But then time 
is money. 

Especially to people like 
Sylvester Stallone, who has a 
gold-faced dock covering the 
entire ceiling of the breakfast 
room of his Miami waterfront 
home, described by a breathless 
admirer as -neo-classical". It’s 
certainly different but hard to 


say if it’s just what you need in 1 
the morning above your Mar- 1 
mite and toast 

Nottingham-based portrait 
artist Christopher Unwin has 
been making hand-painted 
clocks for three years, an artis- 
tic sideline that turned into a 
business. He has a range of de- 
signs which include a stripy cat 
in front of a lighthouse, a sea- 
gull sitting on the sand, polar 
bears, and different sailing 
ships, but he’ll accept commis- 
sions to paint anything you 
like, induding a picture of your 
own home. 

He has already painted a 
client's country cottage on one 
clock. The dock casings are* 
painted in a combination of 
acrylic and emulsion paints on 
a wooden base and have a 
cracked distressed finish. The 
maritime clocks - and free- 
standing beach-hut clocks - 
have proved popular with 
j Americans, possibly because 


the design reminds them of 
New England. 

One American visiting Not 
tingham from his US nuclear 
base in Norfolk saw Christo- 
pher’s work and commissioned 
him to paint a ship. Not Polaris, 
disappointingly, but a particu- 
lar sailing ship which he sup- 
plied a picture of. The buyer 
was equally partkailar about the 
exact shade of background 
colour. “They do like to match 
up the clock with the cur- 
tains," comments the artist 
drily- 

Another current co m m is- 
sion has come from an actor ap- 
pearing at the Nottingham 

* Playhouse. His dock will feature 

: figures from the Commedia 
L del’ Arte; harlequin-type fig- 
i ures in ornate costume, which 
: pre-date pantomime, and which 
require careful research. 
Christopher Unwin’s docks 

3 start at £54, but commissions are 

e negotiable, depending on the 






All »t sea: Christopher Unwin’s hand-punted dodo indude Beach Hut, above ^ pdntin g fc Roman nu- 

OTnipkaty of desgo. He displays 

STdocks on the website designed to! at on; a she Hover moc k torto.se- anda ^coas £39.95 from the 

wwwjenmetxauWpamled clocks. four a^i^ep- It costs CT-9 jjJ“J docfc eilher round or ftan Bits & Pieces. 

Almost all the leading deagn introduce d a square, at £15. “^ut for Sose ^ 

shops now feature a range of BbS h hatterv- If temp us rarely fugits for . - m three 

clocks to match contemporary smart SL you, you can always build your hav Maritime 

SSrSCtfMS SKSSjKS Ss-jsjftS 

SassSsi sssssa- - 


in New York, Lond°a MtdVio- 
toria on a hand-painted wood- 
en background, for £69-50 p_ 
postage. 

Christopher 

189 ' Art Room, 01993 77W**, 
BUS, 0990 24700; Debenhams. 
0171 408 4444; Bits & fVccs. 
01379 649 629; The Maritime 
Company, 01993 770450. 
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Why ca 

Ginetta Vedrickas 
wonders why it is so 
difficult to get work 
done on your home 
without having a 
nervous breakdown. 

If only builders were more like den- 
tists. Everyone swears that they have 
the most fantastic dentist but people 
only swear about their builders. 
Each tune I hire someone I vow not 

to be fooled by that outwardly charm- 
ing “renovator" who reads the same 
newspaper as me and is kind to chil- 
dren and animals. Then as I survey 
the half-finished “improvements", the 
mounting quotations and re-live the 
arguments with someone whose 
charms have long faded I realise it s 
ending in tears again. 

Are vou as gullible when getting 
a man in dungarees to do what you 

want? . 

Anita heard about Harry at a cot 
fee morning: “When I found he ad 
vertised through my local NCT 
newsletter 1 thought he must be 
good." Anita wanted to restore her 
Victorian terrace, which was laid out 
as two flats, and needed a skilled per- 
son for the extensive work ahead. 
“When Harry came to give a quote 
he spotted a “Coal not Dole" slick- 
er and we got talking about politics. 
We seemed to share the same ideals. 
What really impressed me was the 
contract he produced giving 
timescales and payment dates. 

Anita was also influenced^ by 
Harry’s attitude to her child. “He 
made a big effort with Kieran, who 
adored him in return. Harry 
promised to ensure the house was 


sheet riving tips on how to choose a 

^ a -.i :aHc Hnnft nfOD- 





“ 77 . D refers his customers recommended, too 

wrnne Diace, the sink and cooker ^ 


Photograph: Rui Xavier 


. Hnta Harry’s child-friendly approach wrong — r~TT heart details of over 5 .UOUtraoesp^ 

safe and there wasn t too much dust **jn3T ^ ^ deadlines don t even EL It breaKs y different trades. Unsurprisingly the 

around.lbeUevedhe’dbere^.tive Kieran were iiSSd customers had used the 

to out needs so I gave him die job _ Acu ^ ^ waUs; final And the J^™ lv g s !J^ c and tradesperson before and in contras 

Anita paid regularly, ^ ^ i^en, which Td became mcnrasi gfr to Anita’s experience the next most 

tract specified, but found IWs ^“ toada ^ but I let Harry per- would WnrfwiXosed to satisfied group employed mneooe 
deadlines slipped. “We even took out deciaeo w ^ hand-built things right. Work was supposeu ^mmended to them. Some trades 

a loan to keep up our ^ymente but Anita paid as much finish in June but rt^ N^emte diJ better than others but general 

as the months went by it be^me John Lewis, the before we could use our kitchen. ^ ^ ^ e oul 

worst Which? has produced a fact- 

wrong," — 


eiw. , , - 

sedations can’t guarantee the work co 

standards of their members or offer d£ 
protection if things go wrong. ^ 

Wendy thought her choice of cx 
builder was perfect How could you at 
go wrong employing a friend’s bus- . & 
band? With limited funds and a Vic- 
torian terrace to renovate, Wendy a 
outlined her priorities and the h 
builder quoted a price - £15, uw. a 
Work began but Wendy found that e 
nothing was properly finished and the c 
friend’s husband kept demanding v 
more money. “It got to the point c 
where I considered I’d paid enough t 
for the jobs I'd originally specified { 
but which still weren’t done. I even 1 
t»id an extra £10,000, which he i 
daimed wasn’t enough, says Wendy, i 
The erstwhile friendly husband 
turned nasty. "We had a massive ar- 
gument and he threatened me with 
violence. It was horrible. After that 
I dreaded bumping into him." Be- 
fore Wendy could change her locks 
the builder took revenge by remov- 
ing lots of things from the house in- 
cluding a set of double doors. 
Kitchen floor tiles and worktops were 
also missing. And the friend? “We 
haven’t spoken since,” says Wendy. 

The Office of Fair Trading re- 
ceived 13.538 complaints about sub- 
standard home maintenance, repairs 
and improvements between January 
n and March 1997, the most recently 
id available figures. The OFT wants to 
ie see a register of approved traders 
k who are committed to high standards 
st and consumer redress rather than a 
st reliance on codes of practice. A con- 
ae ference scheduled for later this year 
es will discuss the use of a high-profile 
-al logo, and independent arbitration if 
iut things go wrong, 
ct- An insurance policy launched 


this week by Home Buyers Legal 
protection gives up to £25,000 offe- 
cover for £50 if you: move anddis- 
cover problems arising from 
developers, builders, surveyors and 
even solicitors. In addition to legal 
cover you have access to a 24-hour 
helpline for legal advice and emer- 
gency repairs. . 

Stephen Greene shines as an ex- 
ample of a true British tradesperson. 

He is a brilliant plumber, reliable, 
and hates tea. Steve never advertis- 
es and prefers his customers to 
come recommended as welL He 
warns against using plumbers “be- 
cause they’re cheap" and bemoans 
the fact that “even your 80-year-old 
granny can se t herself up as a gas fit- ^ 

ter." He believes regulation is hav- 
ing positive effects. “Get a 
recommendation by all means, but 
make sure they are recognised and 
will give you their Corgi number." 
i Steve’s halo shines brighter in 
t contrast to the cornucopia of crafts- 

- men who have driven me to seek cog- 

s nitive therapy. There was 

- Thunderclap, who brought Miss 

- Singh, bis dog, to run underfloor ca- 
i. ble while he rewired. She managed 
e it but the lights dim when you switch 

e on the kettle. Dave, the “skilled ren- 
f . ova tor” who did nothing himself but 
employed teams of boys who didn’t 
>- understand that paint goes on the ^ 
re wooden parts but not the glass bits. *■ 
ry Lastly dear Punch, whose frequent 
ly Amsterdam visits were becoming 
to ever costlier, forcing him to make a 
rs midnight call the night before laying 
ds the patio to double his quote (thanks 
la for the pile of mouldy bricks you left.) 
m- Bitter, moH Boys, this one’s for you. 

nr 
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Which?’ fad-sheet LRBUIL: 0645 - 
123580; OFT's Home Improvements • 
leaflet: 0870-6060321; Home Buyers ■ 
Legal Protection LTD: 01968-678989. 


Sored him in return. Harry schedule ana -fbe extractor Ean ^ mine — — J 

promised to ensure the house was wrong. ' # A m * A A 

Is this warranty not^ worth the paper ,t’s written on? 

IS *»■■■»* » . nwn exnense The builder’s The Council’s role as both regulatory In April the NHBC sa; 

imhaser either by a solicitor or by the de- ™»5ws^r”!^L dandth eNHBC andwanantybody _Us«nbysonieas far site manats accredi 


The NHBC celebrates an 
anniversary this week; but 
many homeowners don't 
feel like celebrating. Penny 

Jackson examines why the 

scheme is defective. 


ga t- 

Bunders’ broduff^P"^ rightly expect 
ate homes bufld quali- 

higb sLa T dar ^ er ^elSfflC 10-yearwar- 
tv" d But° whaf does that mean to 
soraeone^ha'finds dicmseNes m a home 

riddled «itbdefo^; ebrates to wee k the 

^ fnSe mUliontb borne covered 
opening of us nv ^ ^ a review 

by the year that « 


than 1,000 people have sought help from 
the National Association of New Home 

Owners set up three years ago to represent 

dissatisfied buyers 

Buyers who thought the warranty was 
a guarantee found that not to be the case. 
Tj^rarranty says that a house has teen 

buflt to certain standards.thatm thefcst 

two years it is the builder s ^ 

to sort out any problems and after ffiat n 
is only obliged to put right 
faults. It is in fact an insurance P 0 ^* 

W there is a yawning gap between wha 
L expect the warranty to mean and the 

^bidi hits been dealing with comptomt^to 

^|jbasised that the NHBC warranqifinol 
aguarantee covering all pbiunbnlpt^Jh^ 

Writer Merridts. -gt 


Saassw 


purchaser either by a solicitor or W the de- 

Seloper, the cfiscoveiy that even 

ing defects are not the respoosMi^ofthe 

wuncil is not surprising. An 

vey found that 30 per cent of solicitors ^haw 

been passing on fuU details to dicnte 
sind it has now brought out a home-buy 
m guide which, it says, clearly shows what 

But wfaal particularly disturbs those with 
unresolved problems is how afiawed 
building can be passed by an NHK ^in- 
spector. Nearly two years ^.Timotiiy 
Flood moved into his house in Caerphdiy 
three months later than promised and a 
week after his building society judged n un- 
fit to live in. “The builder did the minimum 
to meet their requirements. Even so we 
moved with a 4ft hole in the front of the 
house and we have had nothing but mis- 
JJIfoce. The windows slfll leak, the bath 
is cracked, the lino was never replaced and 
tbe^arage where we stored our furniture 
; jested so badly that everything was 

Jackie Bennett bought her three-bed- 
room semi in Nuneaton four years ago and 
; ® prospect of replacing all the 


windows at her own expense. The buffer’s 
sn aggin g period has elapsed and theNHBL 
warranty doesn’t cover windows. “They are 
so badly fitted that the water from the con- 
densation runs down the inside of the win- 
dow into the frames which are rotting. They 
have already been replaced once but now 
the glazing company has gone bust and the 
developers say it is doi ihcirproblem. Iw^ 
even told ‘what do you expect for £60,000 . 
What upsets me is that it was never right 
from the beginning. Some plumbing was 
also faulty and a leak caused so much dam- 
ace that if it hadn’t been for the lino my 
Ashing madiine would have fallen through 
the floor. How could that have met NHBC 
standards? 

“They are not alone in suspecting a re- 
luctance of the Council to put pressure on 
dilatory builders even within the first two 
years when they have a clear obligation. 
Chris Lorentzen, who founded the Asso- 
; ciation of New Home Owners and has dealt 

■ ^ih thousands of disgruntled owners, be- 
lieves what is needed is an impartial and 
, Countable body- “The NHBC is funded 
; by the construction industry. 


The Council’s role as both regulatory 
and warranty body is seen by some as far 
from ideal. Gary Sinclair, a consulting 
structural engineer, says he has seen 
builders hide behind the NHBC screen if 
something is queried. “Supervision of de- 
tail is a problem because they think they 
have blanket cover and it tempts them to 
cut corners. Defective work becomes hid- 
den until eventually it emerges as an in- 
surance claim.” Other professionals who 
work on sites talk of rarely seeing in- 
spectors. They say some inspectors sim- 
ply accept the word of the site manager 
that work has been done properly and that 
if something needs doing will tick it as a 
job done and take it on trust that the 
builder will do it. 

However, the NHBC says it inspects 
every new home it registers for warranty 
purposes on average seven times and 
where it provides building control services 
this increases, to 1 1. There are, though, no 
statutory requirements for site visits. A 
spokesman for the council says that in- 
spectors make spot checks and all defects 
should be logged. Warranties are withheld 


In April the NHBC says it is bringing in a 
site manager’s accreditation scheme, ex- 
ternally validated renewable and based on 
performance. 

Some 1.7 million homes are covered by 
the warranty and last year, of the 24,000 
inquiries made, half received site visit* rv>» 


I'-’UUU TOUU, diiuiuu Lilli u iliVaiKl 

and a third valid under conciliation pro- 
cedures. But Stephen Hawksworth knows 
how badly things can go wrong. Nearly 10 
years after moving into his new house in 
Gloucester it is unsaleable since it could 
require as much as £60,000 spending on iL 
After his builder refused to do any more 

repairs, he says the NHBC encouraged him 

to go to conciliation rather than take legal 
action. Now after two unsatisfactory con- 
ciliation hearings, he is pinning his hopes 
on an independent assessor. 

. ^ NHBC spokesman says it is famfl- 

iar t W ?» h T^ e “ II k exEremel y compli- 
cated The matter has been brought to the 
attention of Nick RaynsfordX coS 
struction minister. Perhaps not quite the 
sort of interest the NHBC has in mLd dur- 
ing ns five millionth celebratio ns 
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Looking forward to the Millennium 
with a new way of living 


The Millennium will 
bring not just that 
Dome, but also 
new housing that 
aims to be socially 
* and environmentally 
aware. Andrew 
Mylius explains. 

The contents of the Millennium 
Dome remain a mystery to all 
but Peter Mandelson and a few 
of his dose advisers. But Lon- 
doners who like the idea of hav- 
ing the Dome for a neighbour 
could be moving into the new 
homes months before the Dome 
itself opens for business. 

Millennium Village, a mod- 
el housing project of 1,377 
dwellings, will rise on the site of 
an old gasworks just south of the 
Millennium Dome. Anyone 
who wants to see what brown- 
field development, architec- 
/ tural sustainability, organic 
architecture, “intelligent" build- 
ing. holistic design or social re- 
sponsibility looks like, should 


watch closely; construction 
starts in October and the first 
homes should be ready for oc- 
cupation by the middle of next 
year. 

The scheme has been mas- 
ter planned by veteran architect 
Ralph Erskine, best known in 
this country for the innovative 
and socially sensitive Byker 
housing estate in Newcastle 
and the Ark. an environmentally 
sophisticated office beside the 
M4 in Hammersmith, London. 
He is being supported by acting 
architects Hunt Thompson, the 
Moat and Ujima housing asso- 
ciations, and the construc- 
tion/developer groups are 
Countryside Properties and Tby- 
ior Woodrow. Tbm Barker, con- 
sultant on product development 
for the scheme who is manag- 
ing director of engineers DCAb, 
says: “There’s a satellite of ex- 
perts buzzing around Erskine". 

At first sight there is a strik- 
ing resemblance to that most 
English of urban phenomena, 
the garden-city, born 100 years 
ago. The completed Millenni- 
um Village will contain 20 
hectares of park, gardens and 
allotments. Housing is clus- 
tered into sub-communities; 
traffic will be mfnfmat thanks to 


carefully planned public trans- 
port; the scale is intimate. 

Yet the new village should 
not suffer from Hampstead 
Garden Suburb's ghastliness: 
Erskine has designed it to cre- 
ate “critical density": enough 
people should live there to stim- 
ulate local businesses and sup- 
port a whole range of shops, 
restaurants, cafes and studios. A 
quarter of the housing will be 
low-cost, assigned for local peo- 
ple, integrated with and indis- 
tinguishable from private 
bousing - do snobbery here! 
And Millennium Village will 
have a school, health centre and 
community teleservices centre. 
Alan Cherry, chairman of Coun- 
tryside Properties, says the 
scheme is about transplanting a 
piece of oentral'Londou east of 
the dty, “creating a new ur- 
banism with a soft heart”. 

Buildings have a maximum 
height of 12 storeys to ensure 
their inhabitants stay in contact 
with the ground, even where the 
scheme is most dense. Green 
space offers opportunities for 
recreation and, according to en- 
gineer Chris McCarthy of Bat- 
tle McCarthy, advising on 
environmental issues, the 
scheme promises to underpin 


the advantages afforded by the 
mix of urban qualities with “hu- 
manising" factors by offering 
high levels of security. Public ar- 
eas will be monitored by CCTV, 
and the tight grouping of bous- 
es will encourage neighbour- 
hood-watch schemes. Forget 
about embattled tower-blocks 
or lonely suburbs; this is in- 
tended to be experimental 
housing where you know the 
person next door. 

Next to social amenity, en- 
vironmental issues are impor- 
tant, including the rehabilitation 
of a heavily contaminated site, 
ground-breaking standards of 
energy efficiency and longevi- 
ty. Peter Sharratt, architect with 
DCAb. says: “Our aim is to de- 
sign out problems before they 
get bulli At worst, architects 
and designers use environ- 
mental consultants or engi- 
neers to solve problems with 
expensive technology that 
should not have been there in 
the first place” 

Rainwater is prevented from 
leaching into the sub-soil 
through the use of non-porous 
piles. Materials are being cho- 
sen according to their embod- 
ied energy values - that 
consumed in producing them - 


and use values. They must also 
be recycled or renewable (the 
performance of wood is hard to 
beat at one level; at another, a 
composite material developed 
by the Atomic Energy Agency 
shows promise for flooring and 
roofing). 

The buildings themselves will 
be modular, allowing for build- 
ings of different sizes and shapes 
to be produced, and for changes 
of use - as families grow, or as 
people set up borne businesses, 
for instance. Tom Barker says: 
“You don't build the house on 
site using brickies; you build the 
pieces in a factory like a car or 
computer”. Assembly w31 take 
about three weeks once the site 
has been prepared, and wfll en- 
able local people to be involved 
in construction (and later, mod- 
ification), without needing spe- 
cial skills. 

Perhaps most impressive of 
all are the energy savings that 
the architecture will offer. 
About 50 per cent of all ener- 
gy consumed in the UK mid Eu- 
rope goes into beating, cooling 
and lighting buildings. Through 
improvements in insulation, 
use of alternative energy, and 
use of materials in construction. 
Millennium Village aims to cut 


energy consumption by half 
across the life of a building; the 
new houses will offer a 30 per 
cent reduction in water con- 
sumption. lb help residents 
control their living environ- 
ments. each house wfll be linked 
to a local area IT network. If 
you Ye gone on holiday and 
forgotten to turn the boiler off, 
just make a telephone call. 

The area network will, in the 
longer term, enable anyone to 
plug into the Net or turn the 
spare bedroom into an office. 
In the short tens, residents 
will be able to gather local in- 
formation on bus times, events, 
shop openings or the weather, 
simply using a television set. 

Millennium Village will go to 
planning in six weeks. In that 
time a lot of details will become 
dearer. But it is already evident 
that this is a forward-looking 
project that has the potential to 
change the way we think about 
the places we live. As Bernard 
Hunt of Hunt Thompson says: 
“We’re leaving behind the pes- 
simistic idea that the best is in 
the past - that we’re at the fag- 
end of history. We are seeking 
to do better than ever before, 
and we’re living in an age when 
it’s achievable." 
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How to take off 
a chartered 


surveyor 


If chartered surveyors feel 
they need a more 
glam orous image, then 
Richard Allen is a Public 
Relations dream with a 
licence to fly- For the past 
four years the chartered 
surveyor and fellow of the 
RICS has been building his 
own plane. Now D-Day has 
arrived and it is about to 
start hs trials. If all goes 
well, he will be zipping over 
the Channel for a quick 
survey of a French property 
in his single-engine plane 
with RICS emblazoned on 
the side, and back in time 
for tea. 

“I started on it during 
the property recession and 
it has taken about 4,000 
construction hours. As 
surveying work started to 
come back I got used to 
dealing with clients on the 
phone while up to the 
armpits in epoxy resin.” He 
enthuses about the low- 
wing tafl-dragger with its 
full-colour moving maps 
and cockpit panel of his 
own design. “The beauty of 
it is I can keep it in a 
garage, fill it up and take 
off anywhere. A local 
farmer near Epsom is going 
to let me use his field. I will 
have a range of about 600 
nautical miles - almost the 
south of France. It is about 
time surveyors ventured 
across the Channel WeVe 
been far too insular.” -Once 
he has deatedlRrench 
customs there is ho field 
too far. “Only trouble is the 
plane is a little tricky to 
land, but I'm going to be 
trained by a Red Arrows 
pilot” 

Allen made the plane 
with the help of his son and 
friends and support from 
over the garden fence. “Its 
tail poked out the end of 
the workshop, so it caused 
some comment” But not as 


much as it’s about to do, if 
the flying property doc. 
gets off the ground. 

It has been proving a 
Herculean task for estate 
agents to persuade people 

to put their homes on the 
market at the same time as 
they start house-hunting. 
One manager of a Black 
Horse agency even drew up 
an informal list of potential 
sellers recently so that 

everyone could see what 
there would be for sale if 
only they were all brave 
enough to take the plnnge. 
But it seems from their 
latest Home Report as 
though sellers are gradually 
becoming more confident 
of finding something to buy 
and are increasingly 
■prepared to see their own 
places marketed 
imm ediately. This is also 
the finding of the National 
Association of Estate 
Agents; whose president, 
Andrew Jeffery, sees the 
Catch 22 situation resolving 
itself as more property 
comes on to the market 
According to Black 
Horse Agencies, the time it 
is taking for sales to be 
completed has speeded up 
to an average of 11 weeks, 
the fastest they have seen 
since the reports began in 
1995. One home in 10 sells 
in a week or less and nearly 
half in six weeks or less. On 
average, homes are 
achieving 95 percent of the 
asking price, a figure which 
has levelled out over the 
past year. The bot-spots are 
led by Alton in Hampshire 
- it has been at the top for 
the past three surveys - 
with an average selling time 
of two weeks, followed by 
Goriest on. Great Yarmouth 
and Jesmond, Newcastle - 
newcomers to the hot list - 
with three weeks. 


Save the legwork when buying your 
property - dial a solicitor 


Having your own road may appeal, but ft may also be a big headache, says Fiona Brandhorst 

‘Private, keep out’ may be good advice 


You can pay over 
£500 for a shabby 
^ conveyancing 
service. Or you can 
pay under £250 for 
a direct-dial 
solicitor, and receive 
a first-rate 
telephone service. 
Robert Liebman 
listens in. 

Some first-time buyers are 
braver than others. When Liz 
Sowden was negotiating to buy 
her flat in St Margarets, on the 
Thames opposite Richmond, 
she entrusted the conveyance to 
a solicitor whom she dealt with 
exclusively by phone and post. 
“My friend had used Cunning- 
ton's and recommended them 
so I rang for their brochure, 
says Ms Sowden, who fa per- 
sonal assistant to the man agin g 

director of sh irtmakers Thomas 

Pink. 

Ms Sowden was confident 
that the entire procedure could 
be handled by a combination 
of phone and fax, and that is 
indeed how it turned out, even 
including minor hitches. Of 
f'l mnin glnrris seven offices, 
three are in Essex, and none 
are remotely near central Lon- 
don. where she works, or west 
London, where she was then 
Irving in rented accommoda- 
tion. Visiting their offices 


would have been extremely in- 
convenient. 

“There were problems along 
the way, but they were sorted 
out. There were some grey ar- 
eas in the lease, and my solici- 
tor asked them for clarification. 
He was diligent in getting his let- 
ters satisfactorily answered. An- 
other question involved 
maintenance and ‘ service 
charges. My solicitor chased 
them hard to make sure they 
were fully paid up. 

“Some of my friends bought 
fl ats and got biUs for things that 
surprised them. My solicitor 
brought up these issues himself 
and sent copies to me of his cor- 
respondence. He organised a re- 
serve fund from the previous 
owner so I did not get stuck for 
the proportion of the service 
charge that the seller was re- 
sponsible for.” Her total legal 
bill was £195 plus an addition- 
al £29 for phone, fax, postage, 
photocopying and petty ex- 
penses. VAT had to be paid, and 
she was also responsible for 
stamp duty and the other dis- 
bursements applicable to all 
properly transfers. 

For others wiw might beam- 

Darly tempted, she has only 
one tentative warning. “In my 
case, there were no negatives. 
But if there fa a drawback to this 
method, it’s that the proce- 
dure fa only as good as your so- 
licitor. If I had been unhappy, 
driving all the way to Essex to 
f | j yn« it would not have been 
pleasant.” 

Not all of Cwmingtorre con- 
veyancing clients come away 
with rock-bottom legal costs. 
•'Wfe always give the efient an es- 
timate in writing and we hke to 
see the documents first,” says 


Cunningtou’s solicitor Stephen 
Kew. “If someone fa subleasing 
part of a building, for example, 
a basement flat, the sublease can 
have two superior leases, and 
there could be 300 pages of doc- 
umentation." Cunnington’s 
charges £70 per hour for addi- 
tional legal work. 

Copying letters to their 
clients fa one way that Con- 
nington's conspires to keep 
costs down. “Informing clients 
keeps them happy. It fa also 
cost-effective for ns. They don’t 


‘If there is a 
drawback to this 
method, It’s that 
the procedure is 
only as good as 
your solicitor’ 


ring up. They know what is go- 
ing on. They also see from the 
preJiminaiy orarespOTdence the 
kind of questions we are ask- 
ing.” Aware of outstanding 
questions, clients can then 
speak to the sellers themselves, 
which helps smooth out and 
speed the procedure. 

Mr Kew says that his firm ad- 
vises its clients to get a fnfl struc- 
tural survey, even for brand new 
properties. “One of our clients 
did this with a house under con- 
struction and they discovered 
subsidence. They backed away 
from the purchase. The client 

lost only the local starch fee and 

partial legal fees." 


Like all solkatoTs, direct- 
dial solicitors are members of 
the Law Society and, as such, 
are insured for claims against 
them. They can also cany out 
other legal work often con- 
nected to buying property, such 
as making a wflL Electronic mail 
capability is coming soon to 
Cunnington’s, “but we prefer 
fax. For legal documents, it’s 
nice to get a signature,” says Mr 
Kew. 

The Law Society pamphlet 
“Working with your solici- 
tor," while not specifically 
limited to conveyancing, con- 
tains much helpful informa- 
tion. The legal and linguistic 
intricacies of contracts and 
leases can not be easily sum- 
marised, but some books, such 
as the Which? Guide to Buy- 
ing a Flat , admirably explain 
the basic terminology and 
principles. 

As distance is no object to di- 
rect-dial conveyancing, several 
of them advertise in YeUow 
Pages throughout the country. 
The directory wilj be local to the 
reader if not to the solicitors 
themselves. 

Cunnington's head office, Brain- 
tree, Essex, 01376326868, Croy- 
don, Surrey, 0181 688 8446, 
Solihull, West Midlands 0121 
7056868. 

Royal Institution far Chartered 
Surveyors, 12 Great George 
Street, Parliament Square. Lon- 
don SW1P3AD 0172222 7000. 
Law Society I 13 Chancery Lane, 
London WC2A ISX, 0171 242 
1222. 

LEAS - Leasehold Enfran- 
chisement Advisory Service, 8 
Maddox Street, London WIR 
9PN, 0171 4933116. 


Living in a house on a private 
road has a certain snob appeal 
for some people, but it is not al- 
ways an unmitigated blessing. In 
fact there are two types of pri- 
vate road. A private street is a 
privately maintained road to 
which the public has a right of 
way. If it falls into disrepair, the 
local authority has the right un- 
der the Highways Act to make 
it safe and charge residents for 
the work. And then there’s a pri- 
vate road with no public right 
of way, that must be gated to 
through traffic once a year to 
keep its private status. 

Private roads are “perceived 
to have a better cachet” says 
Nick Thomas, associate direc- 
tor of Hamptons International 
in Rickmansworth, Hertford- 
shire. The nearby Loudwater 
Private Estate has a number of 
entries and exits, all gated ex- 
cept the main one. Only the res- 
idents have keys. “Private 
estates tend to be in good ar- 
eas and you can attribute a pre- 
mium to a house in a private 
road setting," says Mr Thomas. 

Malcolm Daniel agrees. He 
lives on the Firs Estate, four pri- 
vate roads of late Twenties 
properties designated as a con- 
servation area in Gerrards 
Cross, Buckinghamshire. “It’s 
definitely contributed to the val- 
ue of our properties,” says Mr 
DanieL The recent addition of 
white gate posts with “private” 
signs on the three entrances to 
the estate and road humps, 
paid for by the residents, have 
also made their mark. 

Four years ago when the 
roads on the estate had really 
begun to deteriorate, Mr Daniel 
took over as vice chairman and 
treasurer of the Firs Estate 


Residents Association. The 
crunch came when its funds 
were too low to pay the annu- 
al insurance premium providing 
cover for up to £500,000 if 
someone claims for an injury 
caused by the condition of the 
road (cover fa provided by the 
local authority on public roads). 

Now, almost all of the resi- 
dents from the 85 houses pay an 
annual subscription of £60 a year 
and a five-year repair plan is in 
place. It fa assumed that each 
resident owns half of the road 
in front of their property. “We 
can’t force people to pay," says 
Mr Daniel, “but as the profile 
of residents has become much 
younger they are afyie to afford 
it and actually expect to pay 
something towards the upkeep." 

Last year, the committee 
appointed a contractor to resur- 
face two of the roads. “It was 
all very new to us,” says Mr 
Daniel, whose day job is as a 
film editor with the BBC. “We 
asked a road surveyor, recom- 
mended by the local council, to 
draw us a map of the areas he 
considered would need imme- 
diate attention. If anyone com- 
plains that a pothole outride 
their house isn’t being attend- 
ed to, at least we can show them 
the surveyor’s report.” 

Would it not be easier to ask 
the local authority to take over 
the estate, since it is a thro ugh 
route? “We looked into it,” 
says Mr Daniel “but they de- 
clined. They wanted to make 
proper footpaths and kerb edg- 
ing and we don’t want all that” 

The Land Registry office in 
London underlines the impor- 
tance of asking a solicitor to 
look very carefully at a proper- 


tential purchasers are happy 
with rights of access and main- 
tenance obligations. Some pri- 
vate roads may have covenants 
that restrict redevelopment. 

The Firs Estate association 
is there to maintain the roads, 
not, Mr Daniel stresses, to sort 
out neighbourly problems. But 
for Andre Montaut, director of 
Almond Construction, sorting 
out a long-running dispute with 
a neighbour was vital when he 
was negotiating to buy a piece 
of land for redevelopment. 


‘Private roads 
have a better 
cachet. You can 
attribute a 
premium to a 
house there’ 


The only access was via its 
own private unsurfaced road. 
“The chap living next door to 
the proposed site had had a dis- 
pute with the owner over 
boundaries,” says Mr MonlauL 
Sensing there was money to be 
made, the neighbour claimed 
that part of the road and the 
hedge running alongside it was 
his property, lb avoid a lengthy 
and costly court battle, for 
which Almond Construction 
believed there were no grounds, 
they suggested the planting of 
six semi-mature trees as a 
screen between tbe develop- 
ment of three detached bous- 
es and the disgruntled 


neighbour. Eventually, he 
dropped his claim to the land. 

“At least the owners of the 
new properties won’t have any 
problems over boundaries now," 
adds Mr MontauL “And their re- 
sponsibilities for the private 
road have been clearly set out 
within tbe deeds of their prop- 
erty and were accepted by each 
of their solicitors." When the site 
is completed, Almond Con- 
struction will hand over the 
road to its residents. 

Russell Copp now knows 
how important it fa to look 
closely at the deeds when buy- 
ing a house on a private road. 
When he bought one of 11 for- 
mer farmworkers’ cottages in 
Thurrock, Essex, he was pleased 
with the novelty of living on a 
private road, even though it was 
more like a “din track”. “1 
thought we’d eventually get to- 
gether with some of the neigh- 
bours and put down chippings 
to upgrade it,” he says. 

However, the road was still 
owned by the builder who had 
converted the cottages and he 
had other ideas. Last year, he 
asked each of the residents for 
£200 to surface the road. “We 
had no say in who he chose to 
do the work," remonstrates Mr 
Copp. “They were a bunch of 
cowboys and a year on, the sur- 
face is breaking up." The con- 
tractor also covered up the 
mains stop-cock outside Mr 
Copp’s cottage with tarmac. 

Unsurprisingly, he has re- 
fused to pay his share. *Td ad- 
vise anyone considering buying 
in a private road to find out ex- 
actly what responsibilities you 
have and to work together with 
your neighbours. If you’re not 
sure, always get legal advice." 
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The house that Adrian and Andrea built 


THREE TO VIEW: AT £250.000 



Your ideal home may be 
impossible to find. But 
design it yourself and 
the sky’s the limit 
Robert Liebman 
explains how to achieve 
the ultimate DIY house 


Whoever you are and whatever your 
dreams, your ideal home is almost cer- 
tainly on the large, light, luxurious side. 
You'll need a swimming-pool, of 
course, and a tennis court and stables 
for the horses - but apart from these 
extravagant extras, your imaginary 
house itself is more spacious and 
comfortable than the norm. 

Buying such a borne ready -built 
may be impossible, but by building your 
own you may get close to the ideal. 

Andrea McPherson and Adrian 
Hirst each owned a house which they 
had purchased the traditional way. 
When they set up home together, they 
decided to seU their respective prop- 
erties and find a new house. “We 
looked at old properties to renovate, 
but they were too costly, both to buy 
and to update," says Mr Hirst, who 
works in pharmaceuticals. 

Able to finance a self-built home 
by selling one of their two properties, 
they started their adventure by con- 
fronting the single Largest barrier to 
self-build in Britain: not money, not 
material, but land. Available, suitably 
located land on which to build. After 
an extensive search, they bought a 
cheap, derelict property from a brewer 
and knocked it down. 

Their new bespoke home had to 
meet specific requirements. "My son, 
who is still a student, and my married 
daughter still needed a family base, and 
some of our visitors would be wheel- 
chair-users," says Andrea, who is a 
community worker with the disabled. 

Adrian wanted “a workshop for my 
classic car, and access to peace and 
quiet We needed four bedrooms, 
wide doorways and bathrooms for 
the disabled, and sound-resistant 
walls." Tactfully noting that as a pianist. 
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DIY on a grand scale; Andrea and Adrian financed a self-built home by selling a property 


Page One 


Andrea was still in the learning stage, 
he says that their interior walls are of 
sound-absorbing breezeblock, not 
flimsy plasterboard. Light streams 
into foe hall from a window installed 
in the root and the conservatory can 
be entered from either the dining-room 
or the living-room. 

“We read the self-build magazines 
and books, and we attended a self- 
builders' seminar which had been ad- 
vertised locally by the Association of 
Self-Build Architects,” Adrian ex- 
plains. They interviewed several arch- 
itects and selected Julian Owen, who 
had given the seminar. 

With Mr Owen's help, they then 
chose a builder. “The architect pre- 
pared tender documents which we sent 
to six different builders, and we hired 
the one recommended by a friend. Ju- 


lian Owen also supplied a self-build 
pack which helped us to start thinking 
about design and materials." 

They rejected underfloor heating 
and solar panels as too expensive. “Our 
architect suggested a slate roof, which 
would have been three tunes as ex- 
pensive as concrete. Ws decided on 
concrete. The builder also gave us 
many options. There were many temp- 
tations to exceed the budget.” 

The end result is more land and 
more house for less money than typ- 
ical bouse owners obtain. “We have a 
new house that looks like an old one, 
on a quarter-acre of land. I thought it 
would be a wrench to leave die old 
house, but it is a joy to leave the leaks 
behind, the flat roofs, the cracks, the 
damp,” says Andrea. 

Construction itself is a relatively 


short, intense interlude in an. overall 
process which, Adrian stresses, requires 
considerable tone, energy and patience: 
“It took us two years to find the land, 
and one year to design the boose. The 
actual building was 22 weeks.” 

Whs it worth it? “It was a great deal 
of effort but we feel privileged, very 
lucky,” says Andrea. “We would def- 
initely do it again. It was perhaps the 
most challenging and rewarding ex- 
perience of a lifetime.” 

For fiist-time buyers, financing a 
self-built home can be tricky. As the 
house does not yet exist there is no 
equity to underwrite a typical mort- 
gage. Bui the new house will come into 
existence in stages, and some lenders 
are prepared to offer phased-in loans 
which parallel the house-building 
process. Leaders specialising in self- 


build mortgages are listed in the self- 
build magazines Build Iu SeJfBuild, and 
Individual Homes: Homebuilding & 
Senovadng. A fact-sheet brochure 
available from the Association of Self- 
Build Architects (ASBA) provides a 
suednet overview of the major consid- 
erations. In greater depth. The House- 
builders Bible, regularly updated by the 
author, Mark Brinkley, discusses fi- 
nance and everything else you want or 
need to know: design, kit homes, pro- 
ject management, inner skin, outer 
skin, green issues, planning permission, 
site supervision, materials, and tDe 
we igh t comparisons. Possible sites are 
listed by two companies: Plotfinder and 
Landbank Services provide databases 
luting available land and renovation 
sites. 

J ulian Owen, the architect, says that 
“architect's fees should be 7-10 per cent 
for a full hand-holding service, which 
includes site appraisal, design, con- 
struction drawings and site manage- 
ment-’' He hfrw&p-lf & a campaigner to 
make more brown site land available 
to private individuals, and admits that 
“it helps if you haw a relative who owns 
a large garden. Visit all of the estate 
agents, but also visit local planning of- 
fices and speak to utilities, universities, 
farmers and other landowners. Gen- 
erate your own good luck.” 

The cost of the plot of land should 
be approximately one-third of the 
total cost The average self-build bud- 
get is approximately £120.000, with 
£40,000 earmarked for land. Many self- 
builders do at least some of the work 
themselves, especially in the garden 
and external landscaping. Idiot-proof 
kits - put this nail into this hole: no. 
not that one, this one - and marvel- 
lously designed homes can easily en- 
tice those who want to lift more than 
a pen or a shoveL 
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12ft study, conservator and -Of* 5 of an acre, with 
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^JJ^Sch'Is' a two-storey detached period cottage on 
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and dining room, has beamed ceilings, leaded-Ught windows 
and open fireplaces. The gardens are secluded and include 
a wailed barbecue area and garage block. There s also a bam. 
which can provide extra accommodation. The agents are 
Henry Adams and Partners (01243 533377). 



The ‘Individual Homes - Home Build- 
ing & Renovating Show is at the National 
Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, from 19 
to 22 March (for details, call Centaur 
Exhibitions. 0171-2870710; 01527836 
600). 

Julian Owen Associates, .Architects 6 
Cumberland Avenue, Beeston, Not- 
tingham NG9 4DH (0115 922 9831). 
Association of Self-Build Architects 
(ASBA) (0800387310) 

Plotfinder { 0597 516526) (50p per 
minute, approximately three minutes 
total). 

Landbank Services (01734 618002). 


Winterfcld, on tbe edge of a village four miles from Wey- 
mouth in Dorset, is a converted former bam. The stone-built 
four-bedroom house was converted and extended more than 
20 years ago and includes a 15ft hall with adjustable book- 
shelves under the stairs, making it suitable as a study' area. 
On the first floor, there’s a 20ft studio/5th bedroom with ex- 
posed stone walls, pine vaulted ceiling and a French door 
opening onto a balcony. There are large gardens, including 
a workshop with stable door. Agents are Symonds & Samp- 
son (01305 265058). 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Auctions 


MAJOR REGIONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION 


MAJOR REGIONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION 


Major Three Day Northern Auction . 
Mainly By Order of the Mortgagees including the 
Halifax Pic 


Vfecant, Investment, 

Residential and Commercial Properties 

I7lh March 1998 - Haydock Rirk Racecourse, 
Newton Le Willows, Merseyside - 104 Lois - 
For a catalogue please call 0839 772201 


18th March 1998 RamskJe Hall Hotel Durham. 
CarvUle Co Durham - 36 Lots - 
For a catalogue please caQ 0839 772202 


19th March 1998 - Pennington Hotel Bradford - 
51 Lots • For a catalogue please call 0839 772203 
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lb Let 


IQ-LEE 

WALTON STREET, SW3 

Spacious maisonette with garden, reception with fireplace, kitchen (fully equipped), 3 bedrooms. 
2 bathrooms. 

£950 PER WEEK - FURNISHED/UNFURNISHED 


CLEVELAND SQUARE, W2 

A stylish lateral] conversion on tbe 2nd floor o/l gdns across two impressive Victorian buildings. Huge 
drawing room with triple windows and wood floors, dining room, kit, 2 beds, bathrooms, shower. 
£900 PER WEEK - FURNISHED/UNFURNISHED 


OSTEN MEWS, SW7 

A newly renovated house in this pretty Mews behind Emperors Gate. Reception, study, luxury 
kitchen. 3 bedrooms, bathroom and shower room. 

£650 PER WEEK - UNFURNISHED 
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flicked away in a quiet backwater with 
its own quaint village atmosphere yet 
dose to the shops and quay. Complete 
with a host of design features, support 
services & a property exchange scheme. 

CoKtn Developments Ltd 
Coastal Cottages 

Farm Lane, Msdefiad, 
Christchurch, Dorset 
TeL 91425 270847 





To advertise in this section please 
call the Property Team 
on 0171 293 2343/2302. 


West Hampstead (VW6 

One bedroom flax, fnrnbbed. available now 


£200 pw 
£300 pw 


Swiss Cottage NW3 *300 pw 

Ncwfy refurfo 2 bed tat, 2 baths, VGC 

Maid* IWe W9 from £375 pw 

S e l ection of tern bedroom luxury flat* in new development 
St- Johns Wood PTWB £450 pw 

Three bedro om fto. Eumbhcd. exceUctn condakm, aeaSabie now 

St. Johns Wood NW8 £700 pw 

Luxury 3 bed. 2 both Sat. wfcb views oeer Begems Park 
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TeL* 0171 372 3888. Bar: 0171 372 7377 


Dpncan PhflHps 




3 bedroom Rot. 
newly 

decorated, new 
carpets, fully 
furnished, gas 
central heating, 
easy reach of 
UUest€nd 

£250 per week 
0181 808 4748 


Hanovei Yard, off 
Noel Hoad, HI 

Large unusual 
Uve/VVbtkunrt approx 
2600 sq ft. Fantastic 
potential In prime 
location. 

£377.500 FREEHOLD 

Contact 

Austin Daniels 
0171 700 
5129/5729 




ENFIELD - 2 BEDROOM luxury M, 
own Moony In a sort after loca- 
tion. cnopan. 0797 C7lB2flE. 
GLOUCESTER PLACE, NW1. 7 
Bed. Lux n.. Ex. location. Very 
mpfi atandWd. P o rta aatmMUg. 
Aval now. £23Qpn- Austin D’Arcy. 
Ot617«9flOO& 

SHEPHERDS BUSH, W12 2 Mfod 
Luc FL 2 baths. Vary high stan- 
dard throughout, Arad now. 
ES30pw Austin D'Aicy. 0181 748 
«8U 

SOUTHGATE W1« Brand now. 
Tinas tMd. Tire bath. House. 
Gangs. £285 p.« - B«*w X Co 

oisi mins 

WC1 LUX 1 BED. Ftim/Unfom. 
Larps reeap. DWa bedroom. Sep 
ML SedVShowK Nr Toeaohan Ct 
M & Brtttfr Museum. £32O£350 
TM > 0171 B33 4486 
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Homes Oa-Lfne 

Thousands of properties 


Thousands of properties 
fW sale thro ughout the 
UJC With tuB details and 
colour photographs 

W? ,■ ' hoirv-j • on- Dec comim 


Country Property 


E. ANGLIA klaal 3 tmL ratraa by 
nm. COOOpcm. Oisji 788 
461/7S8 273. Px.788 244. 


East Anglia 


COUKTRY HOUSES « Cosagw in 
Suffolk ft Ewtx. Paisr Andrews 
01448 740080 


Norfolk/Suffolk 


PERIOD NORFOLK THATCHED 
COTTAGE. Ednl for coast. 
Broads 8 Non**. OHgkwl toe- 
tuna, 3 bedrooms. oU contra] 
Mating. Parking, garden and 
separate office. £35,000. 01362 
637957. 



TAOS, NEW HSQCO U&A. - fMd 
dream mountain 

bomefoturSo/retraat onlS bens. 
Fatxdoua scenery, climate. 
Cl 2,000. Ski resort nearby. 2 
horn ngffi to LA. 7W/Pba 0162S 
782829/782 826. 


London Properly 


London Property 


Daniel Watney 

^7dDmcn CimvcvAne 


CHARTERED SURVEI'ORS 

Herbal Hill Gardens London ECl 


We have been appointed Letting and Managing Agents for this modern stylish 
residential development The development consists of 1/2/3 bed flats and 
penthouses. 


Entrance via a marble reception area with a resident porter, through to 
communal hallways and access to each floor by lifts. 


Each apartment has excellent fitted kitchens with integral appliances and fitted 
bathrooms, some en -suite to the master bedrooms. 


Tbe building is situated within a two minute walk to Farringdon station and also 
walking distance to the City. 


After a stressful day at tbe office, you can relax in tbe exclusive leisure complex 
within the building, consisting of a swimming pooL gym. sauna and jacuzzif 


For residents with cars, there is underground parking. 
For further details, contact the managing agents on: 


0171 253 4414 


The Charterhouse, Charterhouse Sauare 
London EC1M 6AP 

EMAIL fc«Wwfaffi|Mbfnwmj|i 


HAMILTON 

BROOKS 


CITY E14 

LUX SELECTION OF 
STUDIO 

1 BED, 2 BED, 

IX PENTHOUSE 
COURTYARD SETTING 


0171 638 2153 


Overseas Property 


FREE MAGAZINES 


FtryvEBSoff eAnn>5(Z SOH 

arwteta 

MKHSnm PUBUEHK UD 

OteBMteW 


A tare opportunity (a purchase tt winning property of 
historical interest coavemmdy looted on the cd^ of an bistorts 
market Urea M boar by bain to London, do* to A 1.7*11 Link). 
The Grade If Listed propenj dates back to the liih Century 2 nd 
is bdieved to base been combined b> the unc builder, as 
Rockingham Castle. Retaining a wealth at ongjrul features 
tncimling etposed timbers and ingfeoook and Jacobs™ stone 
fireplaces. Outbuildings. V.': acre South facing plot The rear b 
hindered by Uk Rim Jordan. Contact Snouts Newman. Branch 
ftnner on 018SS 465921 


Overseas Property 


FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
iwmwjr, for your free copy tpf *. 
phonn (OiBt) 9«7 1834 or 
fit tp : \\ www.f ronch-property- 
nwraJOTi 


Florida 


Largest selection at 3, 4 and 5 bedroom tiomes In 
Orlando, New Port Richey, South West Guff Coast 

• bedroom poof txxnos from • Wtaaftattamas 

£1 25,00 0 • Custom but homes 

• 4 beODom pod homes from • 80% mortgages evafeBe 

ii45 ‘ C ' xl • RAmanagemertand 

iwttsewlces 



For iriorrrodon pack: 

TEL: 01432 265599 
F»c 01432353375 gg 


, FRANCE 

HERAUII LANGUEDOf . 

OLD/NEW 

properties. Abo land whh 

arehiiect and building services. 
TeL- 0281 5676047 
PO Box 17868 
t^Jndon W5 5ZQ 
Ftanoe 0033 4 67 % 08 92 


East Putney/ 
Wandsworth SW15 



ComlnuMe 5 bedimmed pert h) 
fudh borne, in popular road «ub 
■esi faang guden. la gond 
coeillum. Easy access Putnev tube 
and ouricine sredews. No duin. 
ten u> >eQ quickly. 

£3Ki4X)0 ojul . 

Telrpfeone tig/ *74 6683 


LONDON A Grade (I Listed Geor- 
gtan KMitoouw with 4 bodronmo, 
located in UWo AdalpW, and 
backing onto Tho Strand. Befur- 
blahed Is a high standard by 
BU rete y homos (Surrey) Lu. 
Price £895,000. Telephone 01B32 
578 BOO. 


WC1. 1 BED 2nd Dr, ^930-3 
pa reared blit, 8B p kh, GCH 70 yr 
lee. £109^00 Banbu™ ft Ben 
0171833 4488. 


W 1 . 1 BED 2nd fh. PB. Sap IriL 

GCH. Shower rm. pine fir. 84 yr 
lae. £123,000 Banbury ft Ban 
0171 8334468. ' 


SW6.1 BED Raised gtdte In Vtas- 
nan Hsa. 16 ft recap with ertn tao- 

tures ft Breplac. Dbfo bedroom. 
Lrege nuad bathroom. Rttad kit 
Nr Fulham Broadway tube. 
C138.000 Banbury ft Bofl 0171 
6334468. 


/yNW 1C property 

N/ I FXHIRITinwc 


MARCH 1998 
NQKfiHAlffrON 
Mwt House Bxti 
7th GAHDW 

Mff Wat House 

8 * newsort 

Satis Hotel 


SvdovHoid 
15th SALE 


CranweSEfcari 
21 EMNBDkGH 


SwAjwHotd 
28* NOTTINGHAM 
Royal Moat Home 
29* S0UHD1L 
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ncaon 
San Ik 

■ ma twwoi 

ffflBiih, Hog vtaMl faw 
MHS!Bn »4 Wtd itt B8R kites 
OnlyO5,«J0. 
BUNKDfflEJUJ,aWBn 
Emhassy. Damascus 


San Nendt (Giqadi 
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New development 
in delightful 
PORT ANDRATX 
Et PUEBLO 
CALA'MORAGUES 
Two bedroom 
two bathroom • 
apartments. All 
with balcony and 
beautiful sea view. 
Swimming Pools and 
Sea Bathing. 

For colour brochure. 
fuB specifications and 
pHccS:- 

OPAL TEN S.L. 
Phone;- 003471 724046 
or 

Fax: 003471 714967 


Cyprus 


V Y P R lie 



cybarco limited 

Tct 0171 831 Q1S046 
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